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Pulps the Break-In Cirewt For New 


Authors; Pix Now Important Market 


By ROBERT REINHART 

The future of pulp magazines, 
which do an annual gross business 
of from $20,000,000 to $25,000,000 a 
year, is currently being widely dis- 
cussed in trade circles. Nearly a 
score of houses publish these mags, 
which sell about 19,000,000 copies a 
month and have a reading public of 
perhaps 40,000,000. Long considered 
the ’borscht circuit’ of the fiction 
writing game, many slick scribblers 
get their first professional training 
in this field. 


The continued success of the pulp 
seems. to be in little doubt, but the 
kind of pulp that is to be success- 
ful is the question to which editors 
and publishers are giving thought 
today. Consideration of this ques- 
tion has been stimulated by the 
dropping by Street & Smith, one of 
the oldest and most important pulp 
houses, of nine magazines, eight of 
which were scrapped this month. 
While the official reason for the 
scrapping of these publications has 
been given as the rise in costs of 
labor and paper, the firm is also 
reported to be suffering from a bad 
¢ase of familyitis. 

- This situation was brought about 

y the recent death of George 

ith, president of the house for 
y years, and has resulted in two 
oertna groups within the firm. 
One of these is headed by Arte- 
mas Holmes, son-in-law of the late 
George Smith, and present head of 
the firm, the other by Gerald Smith, 
gon of the late publisher, and secre- 
tary of the firm. 
. The general understanding in 
the trade is that F. E. Blackwell, 
editor, heads up the Holmes faction, 
and H. W. Ralston, vice-president in 
harge of circulation, heads up the 
pmith faction, Writers selling one 
group aver they can’t sell the other, 
and artists selling one group are 


(Continued on page 23) 


Drama Criticism Need 
Not Be ‘Too Serious,’ 
N. Y. World-Telly Says 


Drama criticism doesn’t mean a 
thing, the N. Y. World-Telegram 
feels. That's the answer to the new- 
€st switch in that daily’s drama de- 
partment, with Sidney B. Whipple, 

nited Press reporter, in as drama 
Critic, in place of Douglas Gilbert, 
Who goes back to feature writing. 
Paper felt, it seems, that Gilbert was 
yeing ‘too serious’ about it all. 


_ Daily believes that pictures are 
Much more important than plays and 








should be given all the room pos- | 
sible on the drama pages. Whipple | 


$8 an ace reporter, having come es- 
pecially into the limelight during 
Coverage of the Hauptmann trial, and 
he paper thinks he is a good re- 
borter, which is what it wants, 
Father than a critic per se. 











Times Change 





Same kids who, a couple of weeks 
ago, were all under 12 in the lesser 
towns, in order to get in at the chil- 
dren’s admish, are now insisting 
they’re 12 or over. Otherwise they 
can’t get in at all. 

Infantile epidemic in scattered 
spots has put 12 years as the stop- 
age for admissions to films. 


JACK ROBBINS 
MAY SELL OUT 
TO PIX COS. 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Possibility of Jack Robbins retir- 
ing from his multiple music publish- 
ing holdings looms as the veteran 
music pub has manifested a desire 
to regain his health and ‘take things 
easy for a while,’ as he puts it. 

Partnered with Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer in a number of music pub- 
lishing ventures which are tied in 
with Metro, 20th Century-Fox, Wan- 
ger, Universal, etc., it is believed that 
the film studio interests involved, 
singly or in combination, will buy 
out Robbins’ interests. 


Vallee’s Signal Light 
Idea to Improve Radio 














Rudy Vallee is trying to interest 
National Broadcasting in what would 
amount to an innovation in the air 
field. He thinks all mikes should 
have three signal lights on them as 
guides for the performer, so that if 
a person is too close to the mike a 
green signal will be flashed, too far 
away a red signal would be given, 
while white would indicate every- 


thing’s o.k. 

Vallee contends this not only 
would redound to the benefit of 
broadcasting but would act as a} 


great aid for performers who other- 
wise might be heard properly. 
Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 28. 

An electrical time reminder, 
adaptable for radio station use, which 
automatically flashes notice to the 
speaker at a specified time before he 
is to finish, has been perfected by 
the General Electric Co. in Schenec- 
tady. For broadcasting purposes, a 
signal, rated in seconds, can be 
flashed on the screen. 
of the ‘set’ times, the word ‘finish’ 
is flashed on the reminder, and a 
low-toned chime strikes. 

Gadget is also designed for use at 
employees’ instruction meetings, at 
conventions, etc. 





At the end | 


GUGTLY GLAMBAKE 





Behind the Present Bullish 
Hollywooditis of Trans- 
continental Personality 
Shows There Lurks Trou- 
ble for Agencies and 
Sponsors—Film Studio 
Ideas on Salary Influenc- 
ing the Radioites Already 





FOLLOWING STARS 








By BOB LANDRY 
Radio, which wants to seli soap, 
has taken up its position among the 
stars, the producers, the fantasies 
and the agents—not advertising—of 


Hollywood. It is the greatest de- 
velopment in the history of high- 
priced big time, de luxe, transcon- 
tinental radio. It has swept all but 
a few of the personality super- 
supers into the Hollywood and Vine 
office buildings and the network 
studios, filling up the first and over- 
taxing the second. 

At the moment the Hollywood 
rush is at its fevered, flesh-pinching 
apex of plans, buzzing and stagger- 
ing arithmetic in pencil columns on 
the Brown Derby’s tablecloths. Trend 
has been hailed, cheered, predicted, 
discussed and interpreted. 

At the moment, too, there is a 
slight condescension. There are those 
who are asking: ‘Was New York a 
success? Did they build Radio City 
on the wrong Coast?’ 

Anybody visiting Hollywood—but 
not staying—is regarded with some 
curiosity and commiseration. ‘What 
are they going to do back there?’, 
they ask, feeling perhaps a twinge of 

(Continued on page 30) 


$20,000,000 PER YEAR 
IS MCA’S BIZ RECORD 


Theatrical agency doing $20,000,000 
business a year, i.e. in the value of 
the contracts they negotiate. 
| Music Corp. of America. This is 
perhaps a record high for all times. 

MCA’s | specialization 








is 


in 





complete floor show revues plus 
|other talent, makes the higher 
| brackets understandable, since the 
|name bands run into fancy figures 
| for hotel, cafe, radio and stage dates. 

Music Corp. works on a 10% to as 
much as 30% agent-managerial 





|agency’s gross income runs from 
| $3,000,000 annually upwards. This is 
|exclusive of a wholesale _ liquor 
| business which J. C. Stein, prez of 
| MCA, operates, selling to the hotels 
| and cafes he books bands into, and 
run apart from MCA. 


WILL GAUGE EN 


bands, 
from which, of late, has developed | 


commish, and it’s estimated that the | 


0D HEADACHES 





_ 


Far, But Spent 


Cinema in Subway 


London, Sept. 28. 

With news theatres at several 
main railroad terminals, this city is 
now to have its first film house on 
its Underground system. 

Jack Davis is planning another 
link in his chain of Monseigneurts, 
and this one, in addition to an ap- 
proach from the street, will have 
direct access from the booking plat- 
form of the Baker street station, 


MAUDE ADAMS’ 
96 PER MONTH 
AS A PROF. 


St. Louis, Sept. 28. 

Miss Maude Adams, dean of Amer- 
‘ican actresses, who retired from the 
stage in:1918 with only a brief come- 
back in 1931-32, is comfortably es- 
tablished in Columbia, Mo., where on 
Oct. 1 she becomes professor of 
drama at Stephens College, a girl’s 
school. Miss Adams will receive 
$10,000 salary for her two months as 
head of the college dramatic depart- 
ment and efforts are being made by 
the faculty to have her stay indef- 
initely in order that she 
| tablish 
Drama, 

Miss 
charge 
cluding scenery, costumes, lighting, 
etc., and 300 students will attend her 
classes. Rostand’s ‘Chanticleer’ in 
which she starred in 1911 is skedded 
to be one of first plays produced by 
Miss Adams. Upon her arrival here 
last week, on her way to Columbia, 
Miss Adams refused to grant an in- 
terview to reporters. Dr. James A. 
| Wood, president of the college, said 
jit took him six months to establish 
a contact with Miss Adams and three 
| years to persuade her to accept the 
| position, 


| 
| 
| 


Crooning Cowhands 
In P. A.’s Build Up B.0. 


Warbling cowboys are in demand 
for personal appearances. The sage- 
| brush Barrymores bring the cus- 
|tomers in and are now opening up 
|new audiences for their screen 














Adams will have complete 











cavortings. Most popular currently | 


is Gene Autry, Republic lariat tosser. 
_with Tex Ritter of Grand National 
runner-up. 

| Another fave who has been wow- 
|ing ’em between picture assignments 
is Fred Scott of Spectrum. Set into 
the Golden Gate at San Francisco, 


‘Scott stayed on for four stanzas. 


may es-| 
a Maude Adams School of | 


of production of plays, in- | 


FTP Took In $317,000 in N. Y. Thus 
$17.200,000 to Get It 


Boosting the ticket prices of the 
WPA Theatre Project shows in New 
York from 55c to $1.10 top for some 
shows, yet to open, has been given 
several explanations by the admin- 
istrators, but the statement is: ‘Be- 
ginning with the fall season the Fed- 
eral Theatre is determined to meet 
all production costs ... at the box 
office.’ Excluded from that objective 
are labor costs, probably inclusive of 
wages to actors. 


Just how it is expected to turn the 
trick, in light of attendance last sea- 
son, is a puzzler. No one on the 
Project in N.Y. knows Just what the 
| production costs have been, nor has 
| Washington ‘broken down’ such 
| Sonne. Other than properties, the 

production outlays have been de- 
frayed by the general office of the 
WPA in the city. Same goes for 
theatres rented. 


Theatres are virtually the only 
units of the WPA project which 
have returned money to the U. S, 
treasury. Up to last week there had 
been $317,000 taken in by b.o.’s and 
turned over to the Governme, But 
that figure is inconsiderable, when 
compared with fhe amount allotted 
by the Government to the relief the- 
atre. Up to the end of last month 
(August) $12,200,000 had been ex- 
pended on the Federal Theatre in 
New York alone, 

Total for the country on WPA the- 
atre shows a cost of $26,644,000 in 
the same period, yet that sum is not 
vast, when compared with the $454,- 
000,000 devoted to all WPA in the 
country. 

As for production costs thus far, 
| auditors state that 10% of the sum 
| paid out of the WPA Theatre Proj- 
(Continued on page 57) 











Course in Announcing 
_ And Radio Scripting 
For Priests of Future 


Alleghany, N. Y., Sept. 28. 
Courses in radio announcing and 
| Script writing have been added to 
the curriculum of St. Bonaventure 
College, conducted by the Franciscan 
Fathers at Alleghany, N. Y. Rev. 
| Claude Kean, O. F. M., who has 
served 2= program director for col- 
lege broadcasts during the past year 
over WHDL, will teach script writ- 
ing. 
| Addition of radio courses is con- 
sidered significant because St. Bona- 
venture’s is a Catholic college grad- 
| uating many young men who later 
| study for the priesthood. 
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Behind-the-Scenes 


ee 


Palaver Still 


Going (n to Make Peace im Many 
Suits Revolving About Wm. Fox 


+ 


There are important personages 
of the trade who are anxious to 
promote peace between William 
Fox and some of his adversaries in 
those disputes which have sprung 
from the magnate’s former film ac- 
tivities. And although there is not 
much to be heard on this subject in 
general trade circles, friends of 
Bill Fox are still active in an ef- 
fort to achieve a settlement in his 
behalf. Whether Fox ever returns 
to active service in the film indus- 
try is a thing to be questioned. 
None-the-less, and although he is 
surrounded by a lot of various liti- 
gation, he continues to be much dis- 
cussed in filmdom. 

His friends point out that upon 
the one-time ruins of William Fox’s 
film empire, new and more prom- 
ising monuments of trade have | 
arisen. 

These would like to cloak Bill 
Fox with some credit to the new 
prosperity and the benefits which 
are accruing to his successors, as 
an indication, in part, at least, to 
make peace with the former film 
boss. 

However, the downtown experts 
dont savvy this angle, and while 
proclaiming to be receptive to make 
peace with Fox, point out that such 
arguments on behalf of Bill Fox, as 
above, are made entirely unmind- 
ful of the manpower, the new money 
and the vast reorganization effort 
which have gone into the revitaliz- 
ing work of the properties in ques- 
tion. 

Down to cases, even the founda- 
tions might be described as having 
been changed in reorganizing the 

(Continued on page 21) 


SOUTH AMERICA 





FEARS U.S, PIX 








Best Selling Pix Scores 





‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th), 
(Gordon-Revel.) 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB). 
(Mercer-W hiting.) 
Artists and Models’ (Par). 
(Koehter-Young-Arlen-Hollander- 
Rubin.) 

“‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA). 
(Brown-Fain; Loesser-Sherwin.) 
‘Mr. Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB). 

(Warren-Dubin.) 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). 
(Coslow-Siegel; Johnson-Burke; 
Lane-Freed.) 


Small-Goetz Talk 
Reviving Reliance 
Unit, Maybe Via UA 


Edward. Small and Harry M. Goetz 
may revive the Reliance producing 
organization through which they 
made pictures for United Artists re- 
lease, setting it up again along 
somewhat different lines. How it 
might differ from the Reliance, 
which previously was their produc- 
ing label, Small cannot say at this 
time, nor are any deals on distribu- 
tion advanced to the point where 
there’s anything definite. 


Belief is that Reliance would fa- 
vor a return to UA and that the lat- 
ter would likely be agreeable to dis- 
cussing a deal. Small, whois in 
New York on an indeterminate visit, 
states he may also make a picture 
starring Robert Donat in London. 
He has Donat under contract. 


On fulfilling its producing contract 
with UA early last year, Reliance 
became inactive, but it washed up 
its commitments to UA under satis- 
factory circumstances. Small went 
over to RKO as a producer, while 
| Goetz stepped into the legit field 
meantime in association with Max 
Gordon in production of ‘The 
Women.’ Gordon-Goetz will them- 
selves film it. 

















Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 18. 

South American: police forces are 
looking forward to the arrival of 
Sidney Howard, Hollywood. script- 
writer coming down in search of 
material for Samuel Goldwyn. Au- 
thorities fear the political situation 
is apt to be ‘erroneously interpreted’ 





SAILINGS 


Oct. 9 (London to New York) Mr. 
and Mrs. Charlie Miller (Norman- 
die). 

Oct. 2 (New York to Nassau) Hy 
Gardner (Carinthia). 





and adversely reflect on the country. 

Prejudice is based on previous 
cases in which writers have at- 
tempted to inform the world their 
impression of prevailing conditions 
based on material obtained over- 
night. This outlook applies to all 11 
South American republics. 

Advance reports indicate Ho- 
ward will base his story on com- 
mercial aviation, on which subject 
cooperation is assured, provided no 
attempt is made _to inject revolu- 
tions for the sake of drama or pub- 
licity, 





Buenos Aires, Sept. 13. 

Buenos Aires film trade review, 
La Pelicula, hopes that the director 
of Paramount's new production, ‘Ar- 

.gentine Love,’ will visit Buenos 
Aires before shooting, in order to 
obtain a ‘faithful reproduction of the 
country.’ 

At this, another B. A. film column- 
ist referred to the fate of two earlier 
H-llvywood productions, ‘Hi Gaucho,’ 
and ‘Under the Pampas Moon,’ the 
action of which took place in Ar- 
gentina, too. However, he said, they 


Oct. 2 (London to New York) John 
Barbirolli (Britannic), 

Oct. 1 (New York to London) Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack L. Warner, Mr, and 
Mrs. Jack Cohn (Normandie), 

Sept. 29 (London to New York) 
June Clyde, Olive Blakeney, Bernard 
Nedell, Thornton Freeland (lle de 
France), 

Sept. 29 (London to New York) 
Romney Brent (Queen Mary). 


Sept. 29 (New York to London) 
Victor McLaglen, Brian Donlevy 
(Berengaria). 


Sept. 26 (San Francisco to Hono- 
lulu) Bobby Breen, Eddie Kline, 
Mike Rosenberg (President Hoover). 


Hulburd to Vacash 


Merritt Hulburd, Samuel Goldwyn 
production executive, leaves the 
Coast in a couple of weeks for a 
month’s vacation in Europe, On his 
arrival in New York he is expected 
to remain several days before sail- 
ing. 

Is currently winding up his work 
on ‘Adventures of, Marco Polo’ and 
| ‘Goldwyn Follies.’ 


DUVIVIER SET 
ON M-G DEAL 














Paris, Sept, 21. 

| Julien Duvivier and Metro have 
| finally settled their differences and 
| Duvivier is going to direct films for 
| the latter in Hollywood. : 

There is a lot of hush-hush about 
the final terms, but it is understood 
that there was give and take on both 
sides. Duvivier, besides wanting 
$40,000 each for his first three pic- 
tures, wanted Metro to pay taxes on 
that, meaning he would have the 
40 grand clear, M-G balked. 

So far as can be learned, the 
money Duvivier now is to-receive is 
close to the: prices originally talked 
—$40,000 for the first picture during 
the first year, $40,000 for each of two 
or more pix during the second year, 
and $50,000 for pix made during 
third year. But there is nothing 
sure about Metro agreeing to pay his 
taxes. Duvivier, it is thought, also 
gave in on some of his points, such 
as right to select his own story, stars 


and assistants, as he does in this 
country. 
Anatole Braunstein, Ad Schul- 


berg’s rep in Paris, arranged it all. 


LITVAK TIED TO 3-YR. 
DIRECTOR PACT AT WB 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Warners has tied up Anatole Lit- 
vak to a three-year directing pact 
under which he will meg two films 
annually. 

Litvak, who recently brought in 
‘Tovarich,’ will take a European va- 
cation before starting work under 
his new termer, 


Sheehan East But Says 
He Has No Pix Plans 


Winnie Sheehan reached New 
York Saturday (25) from the Coast, 
but has no plans for the immediate 
future that he can announce at this 
time. Former Fox_prd@duction chief- 
tain will be in the Fast indefinitely. 

A producing arrangement with 
United Artists has Been! reported as 
a possibility on numerous occasions, 
but nothing is hot at present, 

WY 























Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Winfield R. Sheehan and his wife, 
Maria Jeritza, now in New York, is 
understood to be east in connection 
with arranging releasing facilities 
for a number of pictures practically 
readied for production by him. Mme. 
Jeritza will fulfill radio engagements. 











Suppose Pix Gave 





were cautious enough not to show 
them in this country. 


HARRY COHN HEADS WEST 


George White, Nate Spingold Ac- 
company Columbia Exec 








Cohn and Nate Spingold west today 
(Wednesday) by plane and starts 


immediately on his first ‘Scandals’ | 


under the Columbia aegis. Cohn also 
goes into work pronto on ‘You Can't 
Take It With You,’ which he’s been 
reviewing east preparatory to the 
screen production. 
‘Can't Take’ will 


have an im- 


} 
| picture industry, however, is 
|radio opinionators. 
i Ps 

| Walter 


Wanger’s ‘Vogues’ 


Procter & Gamble 


One Gong on Soap!—Asks Filmdom 


Careful to avoid captious carping; less of the radio plug value, 
with the press, trade or national, the | 
still | 


is 
whether or not there doesn’t exist a 
fine legal distinction, on the ground 
| of commercial libel, through a spon- 


| seriously mulling the effect of the! sor underwriting a commentator’s 


It stems from| attack on a competitive program. 
Jimmy Fidler’s ‘one. gong’ vote for | 


Or, put in reverse, the film pro- 


(UA) | ducers want to know what would 


| which, of course, has since proved; Procter & Gamble (Fidler), Jergen’s 
| itself at the box office. But, for a| (Winchell), Bromo-Seltzer (Skolsky ), 
George White accompanies Harry|time, the handicap the production! et al., think if this or that film pro- 


might have to overcome, 


if over-| ducer were to have a cinematic sit- 


come it would, was causing much| uation or a dialog sequence wherein 


intra-trade brow-wrinkiing. 
Radio commentators’ critical 
praisals have heretofore taken 


NEC national show, with a like idea 





| the characters expressed their opin- 


ap-| ions on the merits, or otherwise, of 
in | this 
| Fidicr, George Fischer, Winchell and 
;now Sidney Skolsky is slated for an 
.| film business is frankly happy to 
What irks the film executives is| seize upon it for self-ballyhoo. But 


or that soap, 
nostrum. 
| Like all 


beauty aid or 


favorable comment, the 


portant cast lineup, now being sei the idea that one commercial enter-| when so summary a knock as ‘one 
prise should on sponsored time com-| gong’ on a more-than- $1,000,000 pro- 


by Bill Perlberg cn the Coast. 


Cohn came east for the Columbia) ment on another commercial busi- duction 


board meeting, same slate of of- 


ficers being elected. 


investment may tend to 


pro meaning a film production. The | commercially dent that investment. 
attitude o@ gome producers, regard-| it’s something to think about. 





Wednesday, September 29, 
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Garnett in Deal To 
Produce ‘Trade Winds’ 


Holiywood, Sept. 28. 
Tay Garnett, who is preparing to 
direct ‘Joy of Loving’ at’ RKO, is 
working out plans with Samuel J. 
Briskin, RKO production executive, 
for filming Garnett’s original yarn, 
‘Trade Winds.’ 

Director garnered a flock of back- 
ground footage for the projected 
picture on his last year’s globe- 
circling tour. 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Richard Aidrich. 
Edward L. Alperson. 
Dave Appolon. 
Walter Abderson, 
Germain Aussty. 
Thomas Beck. 
Charles Boyer. 
Buddy Clark. 
Ralph Cooper. 
George Cukor. 
Clara Dellar. 
Jacques Deval. 
Brian Donlevy. 
Frank Forrest. 
William Frawley. 
Billy Gaxton. 

Janet Gaynor. 
Mitchell Hamilburg. 
Kenneth Hodkinson, 
Garson Kanin. 
Barbara Keon, 
Myron Kirk. 
William Leahy. 
Victor McLaglen. 
Dr. Herbert Meyer. 
Marcella Napp. 

Pat Patterson. 
Harry Popkin. 
Monte Proser. 
George Raft. 

L. J. Schlaifer. 

Mr. and Mrs. David O. Selznick. 
Myron Selznick, 
Louis Shurr. 
Herbert Silverberg. 
Harry Wallin. 
Walter Wanger. 
Milton Weinberg. 
L. Ward Wheelock. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


George Brown. 
John D. Clark. 
Lou Clayton. 
Harry Cohn. 
Danielle Darrieux. 
Earle Ferris. 
Shep Fields. 

Leo Fischer. 
Frank Fishman. 
Bob Gillham. 
Joe Glazer. 
Harriett Hilliard. 
Marc Lachmann. 
Mack Millar. 
Ozzie Nelson. 
Rodney Pantages. 
Charles R. Rogers. 
Nate Spingold. 
Ben Washer. 
George White. 
Roy Wilson. 

Cliff Work. 





ARRIVALS 


Paul Lukas, Jack Buchanan, Dan- 
ielle Darrieux, August Janssen, Da- 
vid Sarnoff, Raymond Lange, M. 
Kitzinger, Mr. and Mrs. Dudley 
Digges, Paul Rotha, Kurt Weimhold, 
Dr. Eugene Ormandy, Hannen Swaf- 
fer, Leo Reuss, Louis B. Mayer, Sonja 
Henie, William Kendall, David 
Hutcheson, Mary Garden, Clifford 
C, Fischer, William S. Paley, Henry 
Lartigue, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Maurice Winnick, Gilbert Miller. 








Cole Porter, Fernand Gravet. 


Hwood Extends Icy Paw to Young 
Mussolini; Under Heavy Guard 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Vittorio Mussolini, son of I] Duce, 
arrived in California last Saturday 
(25) by airplane from New York 
with Hal Roach and went imme- 


diately into seclusion at Roach’s 
home in Beverly Hills while this 
center of picture production pretty 
generally prepared to hand him the 
chill. 

Young Mussolini will be given 
short shrift in his quest for info 
that may be useful to his dad's plan 
for building up the Italian cinema 
industry. Hitler situation in Ger- 
many, accentuated by last Saturday's 
chummy session between the Fuehrer 
and the Duce in Munich, has seem- 
ingly solidified Hollywood’s deter- 
mination to avoid extending the glad 
hand to Mussolini, Jr., that ordi- 
narily goes to important foreigners. 


Beverly Hills police mounted 
guard around the Roach residence as 
soon as Roach and his guest arrived 
and will maintain three men on post 
24 hours a day while his visit lasts. 
Young Mussolini made no cracks 
other than to say that California 
looks as beautiful to him as his na- 
tive Italy. 


A BROADWAYITE 
LEAVES BWAY 


By JACK OSTERMAN 


Cleveland, Sept. 28. 
Every town has one and so hag 
Cleveland.:..we mean the hot spot 
-..the place where everyone goes 
when every other place has gone to 
bed. ‘Freddie’s’ is the moniker in 
this man’s city. It’s open all night 
due to a well-rehearsed buzzer sys- 
tem...went there and stayed fo 
two steak sandwiches and thr 
raids. The raids never happen..,. 
the lights go out for a few minutes 
and glasses disappear faster than 
cities did from the Orpheum route, 
In five minutes action carries on. 
This is the only floor show we 
ever saw where cops furnish the 
blackouts. Paul Mall, minus the 
black face of his Winter Garden 
days, is the capable m.c. and he cone 
fided to us after his 4 a.m. show, the 
fifth or sixth, he couldn’t remember, 
that the boys in the band were 
unusually well behaved this evening 
...they were still sitting on their 
chairs. . 


The grind starts at three in the 
afternoon and one night the genial 
bass asked the trumpet player why 
he didn’t take his instrument home. 
The guy yelled back, ‘What, for only 
two hours?’ The band is tagged, 
Graham Gardner and his Diplomats, 
and they certainly are diplomatic... 
they'll eat and drink with anybody. 

Freddie is the original guy whe 
wouldn’t play a dog act because the 
dogs wouldn’t mix. He has a line of 
four girls, the fifth one is out with 
pyorrhea. (Did we spell it right, 
we never had it?) As Joe Lewis 
would say, he went to ‘no’ expense 
for costumes. 

They had a sneak preview here 
the other night of ‘Stage Door.’ 
People from Akron and Toledo came 
in and caught it...some sneaking, 
we'll say! 

Whispering Phil Selznick has 8 
‘quickie’ here called the Wonder- 
Bar, probably so-called because you 
wonder how so many people can get 
to it. Phil’s a soft-talking lad ane 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Selznick East on New Releasing 


Palaver, UA or M-G; Meeting Mayer 


4 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

David O. Selznick leaves for N. Y. 
Friday (1) to discuss new releasing 
arrangements to follow the termina- 
tion of present setup with United 
Artists. Brother Myron, Janet Gay- 
nor and George Cukor accompany 
him. 

Besides ‘Nothing Is Sacred’ and 
"Tom Sawyer,’ now in production, 
Selznick has two more pictures to 
make under his UA contract. He in- 
tends completing treatment on ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ while east so as to 
have it ready for production in 


April. 

Contingent on a new deal, he will 
discuss release of ‘Wind’ while east. 
He has offers from several major re- 
leasing firms. Metro has offered him 
Culver City facilities for producing 
‘Wind,’ along with M-G acting per- 
gonnel, writers and directors. He 
will discuss this with Louis B. Mayer 
in N. Y. Latter due in from Europe 
this week. Selznick will remain 
east for about two weeks on UA, 
Metro and other deals. 

Walter Wanger is also coming on 
with the Selznick party. Wanger 
has a 10-year producing deal 
with UA, while the Selznick-Inter- 
mational contract calls for just 
five more pictures, all for delivery 
dur.agz the current (1937-38) season. 
Wanger’s stock is up as a result of 
iVogues,” while Selznick-Int’l, be- 
cause of ‘Star Is Born’ and ‘Prisoner 
of Zenda,’ plus owning ‘Gone With 
Wind,’ is also in a commanding po- 
sition to possibly get a slice of UA 
from the Korda-Goldwyn combi- 
nation. However, Goldwyn and 
Korda are claimed to have the nec- 

(Continued on page 21) 


HARMON TO PAR IN 
NOV. AS PRODUCER 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Sidney Harmon, New York stage 
producer now preparing to place 
‘Cassandra Kelly’ and ‘Robin Land- 
ing’ on Broadway, reports to Para- 
mount in mid-November on a deal 
to produce films in the Harold Hur- 
ley unit. 

William LeBaron, Par production 
executive, negotiated the ticket with 
Harmon, who staged the Sidney 
Kingsley Pulitzer prizewinner, ‘Men 
in White,” in New York. 


Henigson Leads Off 
At M-G With ‘Fanny’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Henry Henigson has _ selected 
‘Fanny,’ play by Marcel Pagnol, 
French dramatist, as his initial pro- 
duction at Metro with Wallace 
ry starred and Frank Morgan in 

a featured comedy role. 

Production will start following 
the completion of Beery’s current 

starrer, ‘Bad Man of Brimstone.’ 


Giannini-Wanger Huddle 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Dr. A. H. Giannini, United Artists 
head, now back here, conferred with 
alter Wanger today (Tues.) re- 
8arding the producer’s plans. 
anger goes east along with the 
Iznicks, et al., on Friday. 


Clark West Today 


John D. Clark, head of distribu- 
tion for 20th Century-Fox, departs 

ay (Wednesday) for the Coast for 
Confabs with Darryl Zanuck, pro- 
duction chief of the company, after 
Which confabs Clark will make a 

ur of the company’s exchanges. 

It is expected that Clark’s trip will 


























Goldwyn’s 506 from Riv 


‘Dead End’ 





rental out of 
is reported at $50,000. 

Picture is first from United Artists | 
that has been available to the Riv | 


in several months. 


$7 100,00 Settles | 
Par Trustees 


$12,000,000 Suit 


Finally, Paramount gains surcease 
from its old financial woes and that 
77B situation by settlement of the 
long-delayed and pending $12,- 
000,000 suit of the trustees against 
former officers and directors of the 
company, for approximately $2,100,- 
000. The settlement is mostly in 
cash, thus benefiting the firm’s cash 
position forthwith, and additionally 
winds up that much-involved piece 
of bankruptcy matter. 

Adolph Zukor and his son, Eugene, 
in addition to the Kuhn-Loeb group, 
form the biggest aggregate payoff 
end of the proposed _ settlement, 
which is subject to court approval, 
and may be forthcoming in a week 
or sooner. 

Root, Clark, Buckner & Ballantine, 
counsel for the trustees, prosecuted 

(Continued on page 52) 
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the | 
Rivoli, N. Y., on a four weeks’ run | 





MIGHT BE BETTER 


| Last August and Septem- 
ber’s 





Recent Crop of B.O. Hits, 
Yet the Difference in In- 
come, On the Upside, Not 
Commensurate with the 
Improved Quality 





PLUMBING REASONS 


——. 


Theatre operators and distributors 
are a little discouraged over the fact 
that a higher percentage of hit pic- 
tures this year, combined with con- 
ditions in general, isn’t bringing an 
increase in total national gross over 
last year. Box office statements 
show that while business is up over 
last year, at the same time it should 
be running much higher, in the 
opinion of those who express disap- 
pointment. 


Last year during August and Sep- 
tember there were limited number 
of good pictures on release whereas 
this season there has been an un- 
usual crop of box office attractions 
for the playdating calendar. The 
great difference in quality of pic- 
tures should be creating a bigger 
difference in gross, operators feel- 
ing that business isn’t up far enough, 
in view of the factors that figure to 
make it much more. <A question 
which also concerns the students of 
the grossing charts is that while b.o. 
receipts total to slightly more than 





Wallace Irwin Wins 
Settlement Vs. London 
Films Over ‘Ghost’ Pic 


Plagiarism suit brought by Wal- 
lace Irwin against London Films was 
last week settled out of court for ‘a 
substantial cash sum.’ Case, based 
on Alexander Korda’s production, 
"The Ghost Goes West,’ was sched- 


uled for hearing in the N. Y. Fed- 
eral District court next Monday (4). 
Action was brought in April, 1936. 
Sidney R. Fleischer is attorney for 
the novelist. 

In his suit, Irwin claimed the 
Korda pioture was based on his 





story, ‘The Transplanted Ghost,’ 
which appeared in Everybody’s 
Magazine of January, 1911. Story 


later was published in book form in 
a collection called ‘Humorous Ghost 
Stories.’ Action named as defend- 
ants London Films, the producers; 
United Artists, Which released the 
pic in this country, and Robert E. 
Sherwood, who made the screen 
adaptation for Korda. Accounting of 
profits and damages were asked. 


In its reply to the suit, London 
Films claimed the film was adapted 
from a story called ‘Sir Tristram 
Goes West,’ by Eric Keown, which 
appeared in Punch, in May, 1932. It 
was conceded by Irwin that Sher- 
wood was innocent of any plagiarism, 
since he merely made the adaptation 
on assignment from the studio. 


According to the novelist’s suit, 
the basic idea and virtually the en- 
tire plot of ‘The Ghost Goes West’ 
was identical with his ‘The Trans- | 
planted Ghost.’ Pic was released in 
America in January, 1936. It starred 
Robert Donat, with Jean Parker fea- 
tured. Rene Clair directed. 





Cohen Getting Six 
Ready for Major 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Emanuel Cohen is readying half a 
dozen films for production at Major. 
Six are ‘Star of Sahara,’ ‘Two 


last year, at the same time theatres 
may be running ahead in dollars but 
not in attendance because of in- 
creases in admissions in various 
parts of the country. This thought 
is a bit disturbing, too. 

The mild alarm that is caused by 
failure of grosses to run substantial- 


(Continued on page 21) 


U. S. Quiz on Coast 
Into M-G Exchange 
Records with F-W.C. 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Albert J. Law and Harold F. Col- 
lins are ogling the books of the 
Metro film exchange here in re- 
newed investigation of allegations 
that the Sherman Law has been and 
is being violated by major dis- 
tributing companies and Fox-West 
Coast theatres, 


Corps of Government auditors 
and two undercover agents are aid- 
ing in the inquiry. David O. Decker, 
of the home office legal staff of 
Metro, is here to look after the com- 
pany’s interests. 
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U’s ‘Confidence’ 





New York, Sept. 24. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In view of the hurtful state- 
ments you have recently pub- 
lished with regard to the in- 
ternal affairs of the Universal 
Pictures Co., which statements 
have had a disturbing effect on 
our personnel as well as on our 
customers, we shall appreciate 
it if you will publish the fact 
that this board at its meetings 
this week has listened to re- 
ports of progress in the com- 
pany’s business, presented by 
Messers. J. Cheever Cowdin, 
Charles R. Rogers and R. H. 
Cochrane, the three chief exec- 
utives of the company, and by 
formal resolution have ex- 
pressed the utmost confidence 
in all three of these gentlemen. 

Board of Directors 


Universal Pictures Co. 











HWOOD OUTPUT 
IN 4 MONTHS, 
149 PIX 








Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

With 20 films completed between 
May 1 and Aug. 31, Warners led the 
summer production parade, accord- 
ing to figures just issued to the 
studios by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences. 

Finished films totaled 149, with 
20th-Fox the runner-up in the race, 
completing 17, and barely nosing out 
Paramount, with 16. Republic and 
Radio made 14 each, Metro and Uni- 
versal 12 apiece, Columbia, 10; Mono- 
gram, 9; Walter Wanger and Grand 
National, 4 each; Larry Darmour 
and Condor, 3 each; Samuel Gold- 
wyn, B. P. Schulberg and Major, 2 
each; Hal Roach, Colony and B. F. 
Zeidman, one each. 


U's $627,933 Loss 


Universal Pictures, Inc., and sub- 
sidiaries showed consolidated net 
loss of $627,933, after all charges, for 
the 13 weeks ended July 31, third 
quarter of company’s fiscal year. 

This compares with a net loss of 
$579,379 in comparable quarter last 
year. 











The picture companies are getting 
the first whack at Broadway this 
season, before the regular line legit 
producers can get going. 

First straight play entry on the 
Broadway scene (not counting ‘Vir- 
ginia’ at the Center, N. Y., a mu- 
sical) was ‘George and Margaret,’ 
financed by Warner Bros, for John 
C. Wilson. It is a British entry and 


Guild rules, 
which followed in last week, 


money, allegedly 20th merely own- 





Weeks With Pay,’ ‘Man in Evening 
Clothes,’ ‘Call Back Love,’ ‘Free 





Cover Several weeks, 


Woman’ and ‘Eight Hours.’ 


, 


‘Jean,’ when the film 


bought it. 





therefore okay with the Dramatists | 
‘Lady Had a Heart,’ | 





Warners, 20th and Par Already Own 
First Few Broadway Legit Entries 


That’s two out of three of last 
week’s openings. Third, ‘Blow Ye 
Winds,’ stars Henry Fonda from 
films. Report around that Walter 
Wanger has a piece in it is denied 
all around, possibly started by the 
fact that Fonda is under contract to 
Wanger and in the play by special 
permission. 

Third distinct film entry bowed in 
last night (Tuesday). It is ‘French 
Without Tears,’ another British im- 


was} port, Paramount having paid $50,000 
bought up by 20th-Fox abroad, but | for the rights in London, allegedly 
the local production is not with film | intending 


it for Marlene Dietrich. 
Gilbert Miller is the producer, with 


ing the film rights. Play was tagged! Par claiming it has nothing to do 
company | with the local production on financ- 


ing. 
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paneer KE AIT 'Rogers-Cowdin-Cochrane Situation 
Within Universal Smoothed Over: 


Trying to Build Co. 


Universal company chieftains are 
mulling ways and means for over- 
hauling operations. Apparently one 
of the prime results of the high con- 
clave of U’s bigwigs during the past 


week is the decision to give the firm 
a constructive buildup. No changes 
have been effected, and if differences 
had existed between executives, an 
official communication from Uni- 
versal’s board of directors indicates 
that these have been smoothed. Trade 
talk had involved R. H. Cochrane, 
Charles R. Rogers and J. Cheever 
Cowdin as principals in an internal 
controversy. 

One of the chief problems of the 
Universal firm is that of financial re- 
trenchment. There is belief within 


(Continued on page 21) 


‘Men’ Gross $1,200,000 
In U. S.; Ditto in Foreign 


On the Universal financial situa- 
tion, it is indicated from the com- 
pany that no financing is necessary. 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ is one of the 
current season’s b. o. hits and by all 
indications is estimated to bring into 
the company’s coffers immediate 
cash in large bundles. 

Film is figured to gross around 
$1,200,000 domestic and probably as 
much or more foreign. Pic is un- 
derstood to stand the company 
around $750,000 in production cost. 











Zukor Due Back Soon 


On expected return sometime next 





week of Adolph Zukor, Paramount 
may hold a board meeting so that 
the chairman may attend before 
shoving off to the Coast. 

Company held a meeting Thurs- 
day (23) but it was of rubber-stamp 


character. 
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Kuykendall Huddling with 


Pizor 


In Philly; MPTOA Hands-Off on Par 








Although the United Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of Philadelphia, 
which led exhibitors in that zone on 
a bitter boycotting campaign against 
Paramount, is a unit of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America, 
the latter is taking no active position 
in the beef against Par and may not 
be expected to embarrass this dis- 
tributor through any steps at this 
time. Ed L. Kuykendall, president 
of the MPTOA, who arrived in New 
York Monday (27), declared that al- 
though the unit in Philadelphia 
headed by Lewen Pizor, went after 
Par vigorously, he felt that since the 
matter was not a national issue, the 
MPTOA should not take action. 


Kuykendall will leave tonight or 
tomorrow (Thurs.) for Philadelphia 
and will confer with Pizor on gen- 
eral matters and probably discuss 
developments in connection with the 
boycott, but is not expected to try 
to influence the Philly group one 
way or another. Fact that the 
MPTOA has. not done anything 
about the Par boycotting campaign 
except to deprecate the failure of 
Par to deliver the pictures over 
which the fuss arose, is reported to 
be due largely to a disposition on 
the part of the majority of the 
MPTOA members not to go against 
Par as exhibs have in Philadelphia 
and Minneapolis. Allied States has 
encouraged this much more than any 
one else. 

Going inte conferences immedi- 
ately on arrival in New York with 
Ed Levy, general counsel of the 
MPTOA, Kuykendall declared that 
he plans seeing distributor repre- 
sentatives on this trip in connection 
with the 10-point program in an ef- 
fort to get action on conciliation 
boards and various trade practice 
concessions, He believes that fur- 
ther progress may result from the 
discussions planned and that distribs 
are more and more seeing the need 
for friendlier exhibitor relations, 
conciliation of disputes, etc. 

Although nothing has been heard 
of it lately, Kuykendall stated that 
the Walter Vincent radio competi- 
tion committee will continue to ex- 
ist, seeing that improvement in the 
handling of stars and film material 
on the air is realized at all times. 
The MPTOA is particularly inter- 
ested in seeing what Metro does on 
the air with its own forthcoming 
program, 

After a brief stopover in Phil- 
adelphia, Kuykendall will go to 
Memphis to attend the Tri-States 
Convention Sunday and Monday 

(3-4). He also hopes to look in on 
the convention of the northwestern 
theatre owners at Seattle Oct. 22. 

In connection with the MPTOA 10- 
point program, Kuykendall in a pre- 
pared statement yesterday (Tues- 
day) teok cognizance of the threats 
of legislative action by Allied States 
as a means of correcting abuses of 
which Allied’s members complain. 
He reminds that the MPTOA never 
considered the legislative channel it- 
self as a forcer for trade practice 
reforms, but has repeatedly tried to 
impress distributors with the thought 
that unless something was done 
legislative action would become a 
threat, 

He says: ‘During this prolonged 
struggle for voluntary adoption of a 
definite program of self-regulation 
that was so fair, so practical and of 
such obvious benefit to the industry 
as a whole as to be above sincere 
criticism, our rival organization (Al- 
lied) preferred to play politics and 
withhold any support of these pro- 
posais, At long iast it seems that 
Allied is on the verge of giving their 
support to the MPTOA trade prac- 
tice proposals in the form of a ‘Guf- 
fey Act for the Movies. It is dif- 
ficult to explain why they should op- 
pose the voluntary adoption of our 
proposals for practical self-regula- 
tion of commercial practices, then 
advocate statutory regulation of the 
same practices by the government. 
Possibly some of the Allied leaders 
have hopes of salaried jobs on the 
proposed Gov@enment commission. 
The proposed qualification that the 
commissioners shall have no con- 
tinuing interest in the business may 
be significant. . 

‘However, MPTOA welcomes the 
support of Allied or any other ex- 
hibitors, to a definite practical plan 
to regulate commercial abuses and 
prevent injustices. We have al- 
ways been ready and willing to work 
with any other branch of the indus- 
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Extending Runs 


Effort of Philadelphia inde- 
pendents in the Par boycotting 
group to get. along with fewer 
pictures by lengthening runs 
has no significance from a New 
York viewpoint other than this 
is typical of a move throughout 
the whole country toward ex- 
tended playing time—exactly 
what Par and all distributors 
have been fighting for. More 
playing time, however, no mat- 
ter what distributor’s pictures 
are purchased, is profitable only 
when the pictures are good 
enough to stay longer. 

This is true of any situation 
in the country, playing time 
from one day up being entirely 
dependent upon the quality of 
the picture. 














NOW GN’S IN A SPOT 
WITH PHILLY EXHIBS 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 


Indie exhibs, in present suspicious 
state of mind wherever an exchange 
is involved, started a momentary 
flareup against Grand National last 
week when the company sent out a 
letter announcing it wouldn’t deliver 
27 of the 52 pix it promised for 
1936-37, 


Whole matter was quickly settled, 
however, when John Bachmann, 
local manager, explained that, in 
accordance with standard exhibition 
contract, all films could be had at 
prices originally contracted for. All 
exhibs had to do was send in notice 
that they wanted them, 

United Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners, indie org, immediately 
mailed notices to all members warn- 
ing them to notify GN of their in- 
tentions at once. 








Novis and Austin to 
Warble in Conn Films 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Arthur Hoerl and Edward Dewey 
have been assigned to screenplay 
‘Highway Patrol’ and ‘Detour to Ad- 
venture,’ respectively, which Mau- 
rice Conn will produce with Gene 
Austin featured. Donald Novis will 
appear in a Conn filmusical tagged 
‘Come Out Fighting,’ with Irving 
Wing scripting a second Novis pic- 
ture, titled ‘Singing Star, in New 
York, 

Rex Hale is also toiling in New 
York for Conn, adapting ‘Calling 
All Marines’ from an original yarn, 
‘Destroyer,’ for a third Austin ve- 
hicle. Frankie Darro will be starred 
in ‘The Fighting Cadet’ on the fall 
schedule. 


Autry Stays at Rep 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Gene Autry’s contract, held by Re- 
public, is not for sale at any price, 
Herbert J. Yates, chairman of the 
Republic board, said last week. 


Darryl F. Zanuck is said to have 
expressed a willingness to purchase 
the warbling cowhand’s ticket for 
20th-Fox. ; 














Merman’s 2d for 20th 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Ethel Merman is spotted as a fea- 


tured in Irving Berlin’s 20th-Fox 
filmusical, ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band.’ 


Warbler will step into the picture 
following her toil in the same stu- 
dio’s ‘Bread, Butter and Rhythm,’ 
Sonja Henie starrer. 





lems, They are urgent, important 
and of vital consequence to our 
business. Some progress has been 
made by our own efforts, but we are 
frankly disappointed in not being 
able to get better cooperation and 
to advance our program further, Ad- 
ditional support, if sincere, will help 
to get results, And it should not be 
necessary to place the whole indus- 
try under rigid Government regula- 





try or faction of exhibitors sincerely 
interested in working out our prob- 


tion, with its inevitable litigation, 
tax burden, penalties and politics.’ 
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NO LEGAL COSTS 





Allowable in Unsuccessful Copyright 
Suits 





Attorneys successfully defending 
copyright suits are out of luck if 
they expect to collect fees from the 
opposition unless the action is 
brought on statutory grounds, Fed- 
eral Judge John J. Woolsey, N. Y., 
decided last week when he reversed 
himself in awarding $2,500 to coun- 
sel for RKO Radio Pictures in 
the $1,000,000 infringement action 
brought by Allen Caruthers, writer. 
In dismissing the action Aug. 17, 
Judge Woolsey directed Caruthers 
to pay the winning attorneys’ fees. 
On Friday (24) in an opinion he de- 
cided he was in error on jurisdic- 
tional grounds in that the suit was 
based on common law copyright in- 
stead of statutory copyright. 

‘It is not without reluctance,’ Judge 
Woolsey opined, ‘that I must reverse 
my previous order for I think that 
the allowance of fees to the success- 
ful party under Section 40 of the 
Copyright Act constitutes a sanction 
which tends to be a deterrent both 
on infringers of copyright and on 
wholly unfounded copyright claims 
of which this instant cause furnishes, 
it seems to me, a conspicuous ex- 
ample.’ 

Caruthers claimed that RKO in- 
fringed on his unpublished story, 
‘The Sooners’ which was based on 
the early settlement of the West. 
‘Cimarron’ the complained of pic- 
ture, had* the same background. 
Judge Woolsey dismissed the suit 
holding that the basis of both stories 
was in ‘common domain.’ 


L. A. INDIES TO - 
GO AFTER PAR 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Los Angeles indie exhibitor group 
voted Monday (27) to take legal ac- 
tion against the Paramount distrib- 
uting organization to force latter’s 
adherence to contractual obligations. 
William Mosely Jones, speaker of 
California Assembly, has been re- 
tained by the exhibs to frame the 
court action. 

Legal move is the outgrowth of 
Par’s failure to deliver six features, 
assertedly contracted for in the ‘36- 
37 lineup. Exhibs backing the ac- 
tion represent ov-r 100 indie thea- 
tres in the L. A. territory. 


RITZ BROS.’ $100,000 
PER PIC, NEW DEAL 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Darryl Zanuck tore up the Ritz 
Bros. contract today and handed 
them a new five-year deal at 20th- 
Fox calling for three pictures an- 
nually at $100,000 per film. 

Next assi ents, ‘Mr. Nickleby 
Sits Down’ and foon Struck.’ 


‘Yank’ Gets Going 


London, Sept. 19. 

Metro has put its first major Brit- 
ish picture, ‘A Yank at Oxford,’ in 
production at Denham, somewhat in 
advance of schedule. British play- 
ers signed to support Robert Taylor 
include Vivien Leigh (a Korda con- 
tracted on loan), Edmund Gwenn, 
Griffith Jones and C. V. France. 

Aside from the star, other Ameri- 
cans in the cast aré Lionel Barry- 
more, Maureen O’Sullivan and Tully 
Marshall, all playing as Americans. 
Remainder of the characters are 
native, 


Gable’s British Role 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Clark Gable’s next film for Metro 
will be ‘Spur of Pride,’ scripted by 
R. C. Sheriff from P, C, Wren’s 
novel. 

Gable plays a British army offi- 
cer with locales in India and Africa 
against a military background. Louis 
D. Lighton will produce. 


























ISA MIRANDA’S PIC BOW 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Paramount has set ‘Lady in the 
Tropics’ as the studio bow of Isa 
Miranda, Italian star recently signed. 
Lucien Hubbard will produce. A 
deal is now being talked with Selz- 
nick International to borrow George 
Cukor for the directing chore on a 
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Philly Indies Aver Par’s Losses 
Average $10,000 to $15,000 Per Wk. 
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Rhumba Locale 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

With Fred MacMurray se- 
lected as male lead opposite Isa 
Miranda in ‘Lady of the Trop- 
ics, Paramount has leased a 
plantation in Cuba for location 
sequences and will send a pro- 
duction company to the island 





republic. 

Rigaud, - Par’s importation 
from the Argentine, has a fea- 
tured role, 











DECIDING ON OKLA.’S 
WILL ROGERS MEMORIAL 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 28. 
Gov. E. W. Marland and Maj. Gen. 
Roy Hoffman have agreed on Sept. 
29 as a meeting date for the Will 
Rogers Memorial Commission. At 


that time the Commission will at- 
tempt to decide what sort of a 
memorial should be constructed. A 
half dozen different ideas have been 
offered by different persons. 

The Commission has been given 
unlimited authority to decide 
whether the memorial will be a hos- 
pital, a museum, a park or some type 
of public institution. 

The last legislature appropriated 
$200,000 to heip in buiiding it near 
Claremore, on land donated by the 
Rogers estate. Another $150,000 is 
expected to be added from private 
donations made throughout’ the 
country shortly after Rogers’ death. 
Gen. Hoffman stated an effort will 
be made toc learn and follow the 
wishes of Mrs.- Rogers. Gov. Mar- 
land has indicated he favors the con- 
struction of an Indian museum but 
the Commission has not acted on the 
suggestion. 

The last Congress appropriated 
$500,000 toward the project but the 
bill was killed by President Roose- 
velt since the Oklahoma Commis- 
sion had not yet decided on what 
was to be built. 

President Roosevelt suggested that 
a crippled children’s hospital be 
constructed and indicated that he 
would sign a bill for such a contri- 
bution if the Oklahomans decide on 
the hospital and Congress again 
passes the measure. 

A move to have Rogers’ body 
brought back to Oklahoma for per- 
manent burial in his native soil is 
under way. Gen. Roy Hoffman, 
chairman of the Memorial Commis- 
sion, has received a deed to 20 acres 
of land on which the memorial will 
be placed. 


Deanna’s ‘Baby’ Preps 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Additional work on the script of 
‘Baby of the Family,’ forthcoming 
Universal starrer for Deanna Dur- 
bin, is being done by Monte Brice. 
Story is an original by Pamela 
Harris, who teamed with Barry 
Trivers to turn out the first script. 














Bill Hart Files Another 
Suit Vs. UA for $685,000 


New suit against United Artists 
was filed last Thursday (23) in 
N. Y. supreme court by attorneys 
for William S. Hart. Charging con- 
tract violation in connection with 
the release of his picture, ‘Tumble- 
weeds,’ the plaintiff seeks damages 
totalling $685,000. 

On his previous suit, brought in 
same court in 1931, Hart won a jury 
verdict of $85,000, plus $1,759 costs. 
Appellate division set that verdict 
aside last July, leaving the plaintiff 
the choice of carrying an appeal to 
a higher court or bringing another 
action. Hart’s attorneys are House, 
Grossman, Vorhaus & Hemley. UA 
is represented by O’Brien, Driscoll 
& Raftery. 





WB Flack Shakeup 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Departmental plans and changes 
now under discussion at the War- 
ner studio will be settled early in 
October on the return here of S, 
Charles Einfeld, advertising and pub- 
licity head. 
Einfeld is due back for an extended 








later Miranda starrer. 
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Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 
With indies’ date and buying strike 
against Paramount entering its third. 
month this week, local sources aver 
that the agitation is costing the ex- 
change here between $10,000 and 
$15,000 a week. Exact figure on loss 
varies from week to week, depend- 
ing upon Par releases, but with 200 


theatres participating in strike, Par 
is definitely taking a setback. Com- 
pany ordinarily does a little better 
than. $2,000,000 a year in the terri- 
tory. Of this indies provide 35% 
and chains the rest. 

In ‘a check of 340 Par accounts in 
this entire zone, it was found there 
were 31 Par pix played during week 


29; 38 during week of Aug. 22, and 24 
duririg week of Aug. 15. This in- 
cluded Par’ pix being shown at 62 
Warner Bros.’ houses and 10 Comer- 
ford-Publix theatres. 


Lines are holding fast right along, 
Only seven indie houses in immedi- 
ate vicinity of Philly have given in 
so far. They are Sherwood and Bal- 
timore, owned by Earl and Joseph 
Fort; Bluebird, owned by Fred Felt; 
Southern, owned by Sam and George 
Felt; Unique, owned by Joseph 
Schwartz (who is suffering a stroke 
and hasn’t been approached by 
strike committee); 56th St., owned by 
William Goldman, and Lansdowne, 
owned by Harry Denbow, 


If strike isn’t settled within coupla 
months, Par bound to be hurt still 
further. Many exhibs have stated 
that by that time they will have 
made plenty of provision for filling 
all dates, and will be in no position 
to take on Par even at more favor- 
able prices. Furthermore, they say, 
they’re not going to sign up for pix 
that will be four months old. This 
means Par will suffer for whole year, 
from their viewpoint. 


Poster Biz a Barometer 


Further check on damage being 
done Par is provided in report this 
week of George P. Aarons of Philly, 
secretary and counsel for National 
Poster Service Association. This is 
cooperative organization of indepen- 
dent poster, still and lobby display 
men in country’s 32 film zones. 
Through its subsids, Associated Dis- 
plays Corp. and Republic Display 
Corp., it provides displays for prod- 
ucts of all companies. 

Aarons’ report reveals that since 
the strike began on Aug. 1, poster 
companies are selling to indies 85% 
fewer Par supplies than same time 
last year, in territories where the 
fight is on organized basis. In Philly 
sales have dropped 95%. Even in 


ized strike, poster renters complaine 
ing that calls for Par paper and dise 
plays have fallen off as much as 65%. 


changes, release dates on many pix 
have been moved up to prevent 
shortage due to absence of Par, 
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers claim. Thirty-two major com- 
pany releases were made available 
from Sept. 3-Oct. 3, 


‘In addition,’ a bulletin issued by 
UMPTO this week declared, ‘ex- 
hibitors are waiving clearance on re- 
peat runs and other steps are being 
taken to be sure of a plentiful supply 
of good product for many months. 
If you encounter any difficulty in 


filling dates, communicate at once . 


with the secretary of UMPTO.’ 


Powers of attorney to allow a com- 
mittee do all buying for the indie 
exhibs in Philly are still coming in, 
but slowly. About 200 houses have 
been signed up so far, 

Hearing on Par’s appeal against 
U. S. District Court’s refusal to grant 
it injunction against strike will be 
held in Circuit Court next Monday 
(4), Mass meeting will be held in 
Broadwood Hotel following day. 


MICKEY NEILAN BACK, 
‘FEELING LIKE MILLION’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Marshall Neilan will direct the 
Maurice Conn musical, ‘Feeling Like 
a Million,’ with the only casting as- 
signments set so far being ‘The 
Three Gentle Maniacs.’ 
Nicholas Barrows and Robert 5t- 











stay out here. 


Clair scripted from an idea by Con- 
nie Lee. 


of Sept. 5; 39 during-week of Aug. ' 
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PRODUCTION BOOM 





Schenck, Back in H'wood, Urges U.S. 
Help Lift British Prod. Standards 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Joseph M. Schenck winged back 
here last week elaborating on the 
announced plans that 20th-Fox will 
produce five pictures at its Pine- 
wood, London, studio for release 
within the next year. Schenck said 
on his arrival that Hollywood's di- 
rect cooperation is absolutely neces- 


-gary for the raising of British film 


standards to- the level of our own 
and that it is up to us to supply 


‘these methods both as a means of re- 
lieving pressure on Hollywood pro- 


duction and at the same time ex- 
tending a helping hand to produc- 
tion in a country which is one of our 
best markets. 

Schenck went into a prolonged 
huddle with Darryl F. Zanuck, ex- 


-ecutive in charge of production, and 


his aide, William Goetz, on the Brit- 
ish plans. Hollywood staff of 20th- 
Fox will cooperate to the fullest ex- 
tent, with Zanuck planning to go 
abroad next spring to start the pro- 


duction ball rolling. 


The five to be made in England 
this season will be produced by 
Samuel Engel and Robert T. Kane. 

Schenck added that the U. S. 
should encourage British production 
in this way because such encourage- 
ment cannot hurt Hollywood, in fact 
it will benefit theatres in this coun- 
try. By working in direct coopera- 
tion with our studios here, the Brit- 
ish producers will have the benefit 
of our resources such as directors, 
stars and supporting players, writers 
and technicians, he pointed out. 

Schenck said there is no change 
in the status of Gaumont-British in 
which 20th-Fox owns a large inter- 
est, 


PAR WANTS TRACY IN 
RAFT’S ‘SPAWN’ PIC 








Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
‘Spawn of the North’ will be 
George Raft’s next film at Para- 
mount, with the studio attempting 
to borrow Spencer Tracy from 
Metro for the same _ production 


“which is skeded to roll around the 


last of October, Henry Hathaway 
directing. 

Hathaway, accompanied by Rich- 
ard Talmadge, is seeking location 
spots around Los Angeles harbor 
following Talmadge’s return from 
Ketchikan, Alaska, where he direct- 
ed fishing sequences for the picture. 


| ‘Becky’ Down the Ways 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Completed cast of 20th-Fox’s ‘Re-/ 
becca of Sunnybrook Farm,’ which 
rolled yesterday (Monday) includes 
Shirley Temple, Gloria Stuart, Helen 
Westley, Bill Robinson, Phyllis 
Brooks, Jack Haley, Slim Summer- 
ville, Alan Dinehart, Dixie Dunbar. 
Peters Sisters and the Raymond 
Scott quintet. 

Picture will have songs by Mack 
Gordon and Harry Revel and Lew 
Pollack and Sidney D. Mitchell. 


Jack Cohn Sailing 


Jack Cohn, accompanied by Mrs. 
Cohn, sails Friday (1) to look in on 
the London production situation. On 
the same boat are the Jack War- 
ners, latter going over for the same 
Purpose. 

Flock of pix execs are currently in 
London on the quota and foreign 
Production situation. 

Col. is considering around 10 pic- 
tures in England. Joe Seidelman, 


head of the foreign department, is 
Over there now. 











Scribs Start Travelling 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Paramount has assigned Patterson 

cNutt and Harlan Ware to script 
the next Bob Burns-Martha Raye 
feature. ‘Arkansas Traveler.’ 

Other Par writing assignments set 
Walter De Leon and Francis Martin 
©n “College Swing’; Don Hartman 
and Frank Butler on ‘The Yellow 


Nightingale,’ and Duke Atteberry on 
Ensenada.’ 








Tunes for Gravet 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Fernand Gravet will sing in ‘Food 
for Scandal,’ his next Warner star- 
rer which Mervyn LeRoy will -pro- 
duce. 

Rodgers and Hart are cleffing sev- 
eral ditties and the film goes into 
production immediately after Gravet 
arrives in Hollywood from Europe. 


3 BIG HWOOD 
AGENTS MERGE 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Edington-Vincent, Charles K. Feld- 
man and the Feldman-Blum agencies 
have consolidated into the Interna- 
tional Artists’ Corp. Each of the 
trio of agencies will turn in its pres- 
ent client setup, along with all new 
ones, to the new company which will 
act as a holding concern for the com- 
bined corporation. 

Company handling plays, stories 
and writers, out of the Edington of- 
fice, headed by Rosalie Stewart, is 
not affected. It is expected that an- 
other group from the radio field will 
be brought into the picture also. 


NITERY HOOFER DRAWS 
LEAD IN ‘RADIO REVELS’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Femme lead in ‘Radio City Revels,’ 
top bracket filmusical to be pro- 
duced for RKO by Edward Kauf- 
man, will be Ann Miller, nitery 
hoofer, who was recently placed 
under a term contract. Previous 
appearances were in ‘Stage Door’ 
and ‘New Faces.’ 

Ben Stoloff will direct ‘Revels’ 
with a supporting cast that includes 
Bob Burns, Milton Berle, Victor 
Moore, Helen’ Broderick, Buster 
West and Meslissa Mason. Jack 
Mintz, Matt Brooks, Eddie Davis 
and Dorothy Yost are scripting. 


Navy to Do It All Over 
Again for Par’s ‘Defense’ 














Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Albert Lewin’s next picture at 
Paramount has been set as ‘Millions 
for Defense,’ following completion of 
his producer assignment on “True 
Confession.’ 

Yarn deals with Stephen Decatur’s 
naval victories over the Barbary pi- 
rates and will have a tremendous 
climax in the burning of the cap- 
tured Yankee frigate Constitution in 
Tripoli harbor. George Raft, Frances 
Farmer and Ray Milland are under 
consideration as cast toppers. 





Simone’s Warblers 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
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0 NEW FILMS 
HEADED FOR US. 


Studio Space Getting 
Harder to Find—Full 
Schedules on Almost All 
Sides 


_—_—— 


BUT NEW NAMEPLATES 





London, Sept. 19. 
In a recovery from the 


early this year, local studios are now 
up to a pitch of activity well over 
normal, with subjects on the shooting 
schedules suggesting a busy winter 
and floor space at a premium. 

Productions currently occupying 
the stages, as well as others set to 
follow, reflect the determination of 
producers to make only pictures of 
international standard. Thirty or 
more of the films due out of the 
studios before the close of 1937 will 
be offered in the American market, 
some by virtue of representing ex- 
tended British plans of U. S. pro- 
ducer-distribs, others because major 
local concerns stick to the principle 
that class pictures cannot be made 
for the restricted domestic market. 

Of the jobs now in hand, it is 
observable on analysis that budgets 
under $500,000 are the exception and 
not the rule. During the financial 
frenzy oi last January, outlays of this 
size were roundly condemned as ex- 
travagant and unnecessary. And al- 
though Louis B. Mayer’s recent as- 
sertion that money is no guarantee 
of quality in pictures brought cheers 
from the local big-shots, any theory 
attempting to prove that fair ex- 
penditure does not improve the 
chances of making a good picture, 
would find no takers here at this 
time. 

Quota Influence 


Clear to see in the new buzz of 
work is the influence of the White 
Paper on quota. United Kingdom 
producers, gambling on the new law 
keeping close to those proposals, 
look to the coming year as another 
studio bonanza. Stimulating to 


(Continued on page 44) 


JEAN MUIR FAVORS 
B’WAY OVER H’WOOD 


Jean Muir has given up films for 
legit. Having wound up her con- 
tract with Warners, the actress is in 
New York looking for a stager. 
Plans to make her home here in- 
definitely, having no idea of going 
back to Hollywood. Is considering 
several plays, but hasn’t found one 
she likes. 

Dissatisfaction with her last few 
pix was the cause of her coming 
east, according to Miss Muir. Would 
consider another studio deal only if 
it called for a maximum of one or 
two films a year, with time off for 
legit. Actress came east last sum- 
mer for strawhat dates, one being the 
tryout at Ogunquit, Me., of ‘Dearly 
Beloved,’ by Charles Beahan. Is a 














Simone Simon is tuning up the 
pipes to warble three ditties in 20th- 
Fox’s ‘Love and Hisses,’ Bernie- 
Winchell starrer. 

Two of her numbers will be ‘Sweet 
Someone’ and ‘Lost in Your Eyes,’ 
by Gordon and Revel, while the 
third will be the bell song from 
Delibes’ opera, ‘Lakme,’ an aria that 
has made many a famed coloratura | 
run to cover. 








Bigelow Loaned Col. 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Columbia borrowed Joe Bigelow | 
from Sam Goldwyn to write the| 
screen play of ‘Easy Sailing.’ 
Film is a Grace Moore starrer with | 
Nat Perrin producing. 





ago. 





Sr. Fairbanks Challenges 
U.S. Tax Claim of $9,926 


Washington, Sept. 28. 
Another screen  personalty last 
week joined the growing horde of 
Hollywood leaders who are fighting 
Government’s atempts to grab big- 
ger slices of film earnings. 





Squabble about his income tax on’ 


1933 compensation was carried to the 
U. S. Board of Tax Appeals by Dou- 
glass Fairbanks, who is challenging 
Internal Bureau’s deficiency assess- 
ment of $9,926. 


And Big Money Again—| 


slump | 
which mastered British production | 


native of New York and was in legit | 
before going to the Coast four years | 





Korda, Rose, Et al, 





Or Could It? 








London, Sept. 19. 
Snooty West End employ- 
|} ment agency posted a notice 
| stating: ‘Mr. Robert Taylor re- 
|| quires a kitchen maid at once.’ 
Result was a queue which 
started growing at eight in the 
morning and which finally 
practically jammed traffic in 
Dover Street. 

Cause of the _ enthusiasm 
couldn’t have been the five 
bucks per week offered as sal- 
ary. 


Jack Warner Sails 
On WB Expansion 


Program Abroad 


Foreign operations, notably in 
England, and prospects of any ex- 
pansion at this time will receive 
further executive notice from War- 
ner Bros., with Jack L. Warner, head 
of production for the company, meet- 
ing Sam E. Morris on the other side 
early in October. Warner, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Warner, sails to- 
day (29). Morris is already abroad. 

WB’s v.p. in charge of production 
at the studio will be away three 
weeks or more inspecting the foreign 
situation and discussing production 
as well as other matters with Morris. 
Latter was over last summer when 
Harry M. Warner and Joe Bernhard 
turned their executive attention to- 
ward Europe, Bernhard going over 
at that time reportedly to consider 
possibilities of theatre expansion in 
England and on the Continent. No 
definite plans were made in conse- 
quence of his trip. 

Since that time, however, WB has 
entered the legit producing field in 
London. Warner is expected to look 
in on this new venture as well as 
lay out film production plans with 
Irving Asher for the Warner Ted- 
dington studio, where facilities may 
be enlarged for heavier schedules 
in future, Aside from viewing the 
legit situation and plays, Warners is 
doing that may have film prospects, 
Warner will survey the material 
market and ogle any likely talent 
for Hollywood purposes. 

WB’s v.p. additionally will meet 
with Warner distribution executives 
and branch managers while abroad. 























Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Hal B. Wallis will sit in as top 
executive at the Warner studio when 
H. M. Warner pulls out for New 
York Oct. 8 and will function until 
the return of Jack L. Warner, who 
sails from New York for six weeks 
in Europe tomorrow (Wednesday ). 
Jack Warner is expected back at 
the studio around Dec. 1. 





a 
Success Story 








Budapest, Sept. 17. 

Zoltan Greguss had an almost 
| fatal stage accident at the beginning 
| of his career when he fell:from a 
| high platform and fractured a lot of 
bones. He spent a long time in a 
| plaster cast but returned to the 
| stage after seven years and, after 
many privations, achieved success in 
| several plays last season. 

RKO has just signed Greguss. He 
| is due in Hollywood as soon as he 
|/can get out of his current engage- 
ment at the Vigszinhaz theatre. 





Garrett’s Ist 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Universal’s next Crime Club pic- 
ture, ‘The Black Doll,’ will be di- 
rected by Otis Garrett, who has 
been upped from 
partment to megger. 
This will be his first 


assignment. 


Due Back in N. Y. 


To Consummate Goldwyn-UA Deal 


am & te 


London, Sept. 28. 

Any deal by which Samuel Gold- 
wyn and Alexander Korda hope to 
obtain financing to exercise their 
control options on United Artists will 
probably be closed in New York. It 
is for this purpose that David Rose, 
Alexander Korda and certain of the 
latter’s financier associates (Pru- 
dential Assurance Co.) will be leav- 
ing for New York within the coming 
fortnight. 


The parties have more than one 
financing deal on the tapis. Just 
which deal the lads will work out is 
one of those things. Skepticism is 
expressed over the chances of British 
sources putting up the required full 
$6,000,000 to exercise the option. 

One of the proposals which is now 
stated to have gone floppo concerned 
a suggestion that might have brought 
N. L. Nathanson, of Canada into the 
Goldwyn-Korda situation. 

One other proposition which is also 
held to be on the fade, if not alto- 
gether out at this time, is that by 
which Prudential, with the help of 
the Rothschilds of England, might 
have put up the entire amount 
necessary for exercising the control 
options, and, as collateral, take a first 
mortgage on all U.A. assets. The 
amount mentioned is $5,500,000. 

Such a deal envisioned Mary Pick- 
ford accepting as she has a right to 
do only $1,500,000 rather than $2,- 
000,000, in cash, and taking the 
balance in stock, thus remaining with 
the firm. 

There is nothing here which would 
indicate that the deal whereby 
Mervyn LeRoy would participate as 
a third party in the Goldwyn-Korda 
deal is by any means certain to go 


(Continued on page 21) 


‘BUCCANEER’S’ WORLD 
PREEM SET FOR N. 0. 


New Orleans, Sept. 28. 

The world premiere of ‘The Buc- 
caneer,’ story of the life of Pirate 
Jean Lafitte, will be held in New 
Orleans late in December, the Asso- 
ciation of Commerce here was in- 
formed by Cecil B. DeMille Friday 
(24). The film will contain consid- 
erable footage lensed in and around 
New Orleans by crew headed by 
Bill Pine, Hal Rosson and Dewey 
Wrigley, cameraman, earlier in s@a- 
son. 

A number of Cajuns from bayou 
country near here also appear in film 
because Hollywood professionals and 
extras were unable to manipulate 
the tricky pirogues used in some of 
the scenes. Also prominent in the 
cast is Anthony Patorno, local radio 
actor, who has part of Rafael and 
who is also assisting in technical 
capacity on the film. 


LeRoy’s $2,000,000 Ready 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Mervyn LeRoy is ready to go 
through with his United Artists deal 
which will set him into the organi- 
zation as a producer-owner the same 
as Samuel Goldwyn and Alexander 
Korda, just as soon as the other 
principals complete their financial 
arrangements. 

LeRoy has $2,000,000 to throw into 
the new organization, he said, em- 
phasizing that it’s his own coin and 
not that of his father-in-law, H. M. 
Warner. He has two films to com- 
plete under his Warner contract and 
will make them between now and 
next spring, he said. 




















Danger—Men Singing 
Hollywood, Sept. 238. 
Jack Randall’s next singing thud- 
and-thunderer for Monogram will be 





the cutting de-| 


‘Danger Valley.” R. N. Bradbury 
will roll the cameras as producer- 
| director Oct. 20. 

Six-gun warbler is undergoing 
'vocal coaching to improve his sin- 
ing. 
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HOME-OFFICES FEAR DALLAS SETBACK 





PICTURES 








MAY OPEN WAY FOR MORE DUALS 


South Heretofore Immune 


state Decision OK’s Upholding Price, but Can’t 
Be If Done by Concerted Action 


Characterizing the adverse 
cision in Dallas against the inter- 
state circuit and 10 major producer- 
distributors as unfortunate, since 
maintaining exhibition prices for 
pictures protects the product, indus- | 
try spokesmen in New York view 
the Government ruling as laying the 
southwest as well as other parts of 
the country wide open to double 
billing. Success of distributors in 
the Texas area to specify minimum 
admission prices of subsequent runs 
and keep double bills out of the area 
has made it possible for the first-run 
accounts to demand higher tariffs at 
the b. 0. Price wars now may come. 


Fear is expressed that indepen- j 
dents in the Interstate territory may 
swing into double billing. If they 
do, it may mean that the big chains, 
such as Interstate, Robb & Rowley, 
Jefferson Amusement and Griffith, 
may be forced to meet such compe- 
tition and lower prices by also going 
dual, the same as has happened in 
other parts of the country where 
larger operators tried to continue 
with single features, but ultimately 
had to give in. Balaban & Katz in 
Chicago and the Great States circuit 
in Illinois and Indiana are examples 
of this. 


No portions of the south are in 
double bill. Some comfort is de- 
rived from the fact that not only 
Texas but eastward to the Atlantic 
seaboard double bills have never 
gained a_ foothold. Question is 
whether the public will accept duals 
in the Texas area in the event they 
are attempted. Opinions in this con- 
nection are a guess, although pointed 
out that, while the Dixie fans are 
strong for bank nite and the like, 
they want their shows short rather 
than long. Maybe it’s the traditional 
laziness of the southerner that makes 
him too tired if sitting through two 
features, newsreel, trailers, possibly 
a short and bank nite. This is the 
hope, at least. 

The Interstate contracts with ma- 
jor distribs fixed 25c as the minimum 
price a subsequent run must charge. 
What precedent the Dallas decision 
may have, so far as a collective pol- 
icy of distribs in setting any mini- 
mum admission price for a theatre 
on selling their film, is another mat- 
ter for possible consideration. All 


de- | is one’s desire to have his own busi- 


to Two-for-Ones—Inter- 





ness prosperous a defense. 

‘The result of this transaction was 
to take from others that which they 
have the right to believe and to 
know shall not be taken, It is as 
certainly theirs as the right to 
breathe—the right to live. 

‘The distributor respondents have 
the legal right to contract for the 
exclusive exhibition of their copy- 
righted pictures to their respondent 
exhibitors. If they should do that 
as a result of common understand- 
ing, that would be illegal. But if 
they do that without any such com- 
mon agreement or understanding, it 
is free from condemnation, so far 
as the law is concerned.’ 

Before leaving for California upon 
receiving the court’s decision, Hob- 
litzelle, president of Interstate and 
Texas Consolidated, said his com- 
panies ‘will bow to the ruling of the 
court.’ He added that until his coun- 
sel determines whether an appeal 
will be taken, ‘we will operate our 


Gillham West, Alec Moss 
Heads Ad, Wilkie Pub Top 


While Bob Gillham is on the Coast 
Alec Moss, exploitation head of 
Paramount, will be in charge of ad- 
vertising. This new arrangement 
will exist in future when the head 
of the publicity-advertising depart- 
ment at the h.o. is on the western 
front where he plans spending more 
time from now on. Al Wilkie is in 
top charge on the publicity end. 

Gillham flew out Friday night (24) 
with a stopover at Kansas City, his 
home town. He'll be away about 
two weeks this trip. 


Distribs to Map 
Action on Texas 


Decision Today 


Dallas anti-trust action, a defeat 
for the major distributors, may be 











theatres without change in policy.’ 


EDUCATIONAL SET TO 
RENEW WITH 20TH-FOX 


Although not urgent, the matter of 
renewing the contract between Ed:- 
cational and 20th-Fox for distribu- 
tion by latter of the Educ shorts 
product is expected to be set shortly. 
Negotiations toward renewal be- 
tween S. R. Kent and Earle W. Ham- 
mons have been interrupted by 
Kent’s illness, 

Under the old Educ-20th contract, 
Century was not permitted to en- 
gage in production of shorts on its 
own hock excepting the Magic Car- 
pet series put out by Fox-Movie- 
tone, 











Incorporations 








appealed by legal staffs of major dis- 

\tributing companies. They probably 
| will not get together to decide just 
| what course to pursue until today 
| (Wednesday) or later this week. An 
| appeal is always possible but all fac- 
itors will be weighed before attor- 
ineys for the majors decide what 
{course of action to pursue. 


From the lengthy decision handed 
down, several film lawyers believed 
that the status of the double-bill 
clause still remains in doubt. Under- 
standing is that the majors will ask 
for clarification but just how re- 
mains to be seen. 

This might be done by asking for 
clarification before the decree is en- 
tered by means of a petition for re- 
hearing. It also might be secured on 
argument on the form of the decree. 
Third approach might be by mak- 
ing it a grounds for appeal after 
the decree is entered. 

Those familiar with the Texas case 
studied the decision for several hours 
Monday before being able to sum- 
marize its full content because of the 
unusual lengthiness. 

Gist of decree was: 


(1) That there was conspiracy. 
(2) That the use of the clause 





CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
El Capitan College of the Theatre; 
capital stock, 500 shares; none  sub- 
scribed, Directors: Henry Duffy, Dale 
Winter Duffy, E, M. Winter, 
TEXAS 


Austin, Sept. 28. 
Southwestern Theatre Equipment Co., 





contracts now specify that no theatre 
shall charge less than 10c. This fig- 
ure has been in exhibition contracts 
for many years. 





Judge Atwell’s Decision 
Dallas, Sept. 28. 


Interstate circuit has been violating 
the Sherman anti-trust act in forcing 
second-run admissions to keep above 
25c., Judge William H. Atwell ruled 
Saturday (25) in Federal District 
court here, but he pointed the way 
to legal achievement of the desired 
conditions. The judge, in effect, 
commended the defendants for the 
end sought but-chided them on the 
means employed. 

His ruling was in connection with 
action instituted by the Government 
asking for injunction against the 
Interstate Circuit and Texas Con- 
solidated (Karl Hoblitzelle-Bob 
O'Donnell, et al.), Paramount, Vita- 
graph, RKO, Columbia, United Art- 
ists, Metro and 20th Century-Fox. 

After three days of testimony and 
arguments in court, Judge Atwell 
pondered the issues for 48 hours be- 
fore finding with the Government in 
this language: 

‘The sharp issue, the battleground 
of this case, is whether the respon- 
dents conspired together to bring 
about the fixing of a minimum 25c. 
charge by the subsequent exhibitor. 

‘The conviction is inescapable that 
there was such an agreement. Be- 
yond even the citing of testimony is 
the irrefutable fact that such con- 
tracts as the exhibitor respondents 
made with each of the distributor 
respondents was itself in violation 
of the Sherman anti-trust laws. 

‘One of the respondents, Mr. Karl | 
Hoblitzelle, is one of the city’s finest 
characters. He sought legal advice 
before he began crusading for these 
contracts. The conclusion that this 


Houston; merchandise; capital stock, 
$15,000. Incorporators: A. Mortensen, 
George H. Heck, J. W. Hill 


pursuant to conspiracy constituted a 
restraint of trade. 

(3) That the individual contract 
between each distributor and the ex- 


| hibitor in this case was illegal. 





J. T. Cosman, head of J. T. Cos- 
man, Inc, and Producers Labora- 


tories Inc., testified before Bank- 
ruptcy Referee Harold P. Coffin, last 
week, in the bankruptcy hearing of 
Cosman, Inc. Cosman so far forzot 
himself as to drive down to the 
bankruptcy court in his Rolls Roy~e. 
The attorney for Gevaert Co. of 
America, Inc., one of the two credi- 
tors listed by Cosman in the bank- 
ruptcy, got wind of the fact that the 
Rolls was parked in front of the 
courthouse, and while Cosman was 
on the witness stand had a sheriff 
seize the car. The first that Cosman 
knew of it was when his chauffeur 
came up to report. When last seen 
the Rolls was being driven off by 
the sheriff's deputy. 

Unusual feature of the bankruptcy 
is the fact that only two creditors 
are listed by Cosman, Gevaert and 
Leslie Handler, a receiver appointed 
at the behest of Harold M. Goldblatt, 
the barrister, in an attempt to col- 
lect a judgment obtained by him. 


Cosman company formerly was 
the sales agency for Gevaert in this 
country, On June 28, 1937, Gevaert 
Co. obtained a judgment of $116,- 
853.23 after an award in arbitration 
for unpaid balances due on sales of 
its raw stock made by the Cosman 
company. Gevaert Co. also claimed 





court reaches is not a criticism of 
him nor a condemnation of him. Nor 


that the Cosman company had been 


Cosman Rides to Own Bankruptcy 
Hearing in Rolls-Royce; Car Seized 


upon representation that these 
credits had been previously allowed 
by the Cosman Co. to one of its cus- 
tomers. Another item of over $17,- 
000 was claimed by Gevaert as the 
difference between the prices actu- 
ally received by the Cosman Co. on 
sales of Gevaert film and the sales 
prices reported to the Gevaert Co. 
on these sales. These items were all 
included in the claim filed in bank- 
ruptcy by Gevaert. 

Upon a previous examination of 
Cosman’s attorney, the latter testi- 
fied that J. T. Cosman, Inc. held 
among its assets a series of notes of 
Producers Laboratories, Inc. (an- 
other Cosman corporation) aggre- 
gating $30,000, which were in the 
| possession of Cosman. 

Despite this testimony of his at- 
torney, Cosman denied that this 
company had any of these promis- 
sory notes and disclaimed any 
knowledge or recollection of these 
notes being in the possession of this 
company. When he persisted in dis- 
claiming any knowledge of the notes, 
a most unusual thing happened. 
Cosman’'s own attorney asked to 
take him off the witness stand for a 
conference, and when Cosman re- 
sumed the witness chair he pro- 
duced the notes which he admitted 
had been in his pocket all the time 
that he was testifying. The next 
hearing is scheduled for Wednes- 





allowed credits of close to $5,000 | day (29). 
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Wednesday, September 29, 


Columbia Picts. now figures it'll get out on its ‘Lost Horizon’ 
production investment, At first the home-office was skeptical, 
it would do okay biz for the theatres, but possibly not getting 
duction-distribution end off the nut. 

Meantime, Col lightly regards its tiff with Frank Capra in that the 
company figures a settlement will be effected. This, despite Capra's 
suits in Hollywood for $100,000 salary arrears, and another in England 
for alleged misleading advertising on a Col pic. 

Superior Judge Robert Kenny Monday (20) in L. A. sustained Columbia's 
demurrer to Capra’s $100,000 suit. Director has been given 10 days to file 
an amended complaint. 


1937 








$2,000,000 
agreeing 





Expansion of business which required twice as much floor space prompt. 
ed Pathe Films to move to the RCA building. In new quarters, the com- 
pany has virtually the whole west end of one floor. Old space in the 
RKO building will be occupied by Crand National Films, which formerly 
had some departments located apart from the main home office floor. 

In its new offices, which also will be occupied by Pathegrams, a Pathe 
Films subsid, the company aiso has room for an elaborate directors’ meet. 
ing room. DuPont Film Mfg. Co., in which Pathe Films holds a substantia} 
interest, also has moved into the Radio City group, now being located at 
No. 9 Rockefeller Plaza. 





With all the international excitement created by the ravages of the mys- 
terious submarine in the Mediterranean, a number of majors are planning 
undersea films to capitalize on the publicity. Warners, however, will be 
first into the theatres with a submarine drama, titled ‘Submarine D-}’ 
which was well into production when the excitement first began. U. §, 
Navy cooperated to make the film authentic. Meanwhile Lloyd Bacon, 
who directed ‘Submarine D-1,’ is pushing a second undersea craft story in 
which he plans to use much of the footage shot in ‘D-1,’ which will point 
up the drama of a pirate undersea craft with heavier emphasis. 





Entry of Ford Motor Co. into the color-picture business will swell Gove 
ernment propaganda about the national park system. Detroit car maker 
has promised to put $25,000 into reels depicting natural beauties of three 
western reservations, with films being distributed via Interior Department 
for educational use. Motor mogul’s cash will be used in recording scenes 
at Utah vacation spots, Zion and Bryce Canyon parks, and Cedar Breaks 
national monument. Both black-and-white and tinted reels are skedded, 
Will be two-reelers. First color venture by Ford. Previously motor mage 
nate has paid for regular pix of Yellowstone and Glacier parks. 





Multiple channel recording, first tried out by Leopold Stokowski and 
the Philadelphia Symphony for Universal’s ‘100 Men and a Girl,’ turned 
out a distinct success. Orchestral renditions of Tschaikowsky, Mozart, 
Liszt, Wagner and Verdi are incorporated in the picture. Due to the fact 
that instead of one microphone and a single sound track being used in the 
recording, 14 mikes made six simultaneous recordings, one for each prine 
cipal orchestra section, it became practicable to permit emphasis on any 
section desired. Divisions were violins, ‘cellos and basses, woodwinds, 
brasses, harp and percussions, Result achieved have industry talking, 





Reason why Beatrice (Mrs. George S.) Kaufman withdrew as stor 
editor of Samuel Goldwyn’s New York office is explained by her the 
the job interfered with her private life. Dramatist’s wife includes a num- 
ber of playwrights among her intimates and they frequently asked her tg 
read their plays before the scripts reach managerial hands. Being with 
the Goldwyn outfit developed a situation where not only did those friends 
desist from seeking her opinion, but they got out of the habit of vig 
the Kaufman domicile. So she decided the job was the wrong idea an 
took a walk. Sam Marx, Goldwyn’s story head, while east, appointed 
Julius Evans, former producer for the WPA Caravan Theatre, to succeed 
Mrs. Kaufman. 





Script is being written by Frank Whitbeck, Oliver Garver and Herman 
Hoffman for an ambitious trailer to exploit Metro’s next season's product, 
Idea has received the okay of Howard Dietz, advertising and exploitatio 
chief. Series of trailers to be titled ‘Behind the Lens’ also is to be telat 
giving audiences lowdown on some aspects of film making. Second Metro 
exploitation reel following ‘Romance of Celluloid’ goes out late this fall 
under the title, ‘The School of Experience.’ The first is a new idea in 
trailers and has been well received. 





Probably unprecedented in picture exploitation is the still continued 
ballyhoo on ‘Gone With the Wind,’ already an admittedly over-publiciz 
(in advance) campaign so that by the time the picture really goes inte 
production next year, and is slated for release, the trade wonders how 
any campaign can be devised to top the present one. The buildup got out 
of hand with the crystal-gazing on who would play which role. 





Lew Wertheimer, new executive aide to Joe Schenck at the 20th-Fox 
studio, is of the Wertheimer brothers, who operated The Dunes, Palm 
Springs, and known at the Detroit, Florida and Coast resorts. An intimate 
of film executives, Wertheimer has accompanied Schenck abroad on sev- 
eral pleasure trips. Film man is grooming Wertheimer as a studio exec. 





It may be Metro ‘News of the Day’ on the film but as far the lab on 
10th avenue, N. Y., is concerned, the newsreel is still Hearst's Metrotone 
News. Three signs outside the entrance to the laboratory and editorial 
offices proclaim this fact. New York phone book also still calls it Hearst's 
Metrotone News. 





It is estimated that ‘Stella Dallas’ will turn in a domestic gross rental 
to United Artists and Selznick-International of around $1,700,000. ‘Star is 
Born” will top that for $2,000,000, a 1936-37 delivery. ‘Stella’ has had 
around 500 extended playing time engagements where held longer than 
originally contracted for. 


Arthur Hornblow .Jr., one of the few persons really on the inside of the 
famous fake armistice announcing the end of the World War, has been 
invited to appear on a trans-coniine 1ial hookup Armistice Day and relate 
the lowdown of what happencd. Iornblow was an officer in the U. §. 
Army Intelligence Corps at the time. ; 





Entire shooting script of ‘Marco Polo’ by Robert E. Sherwood is in- 
corporated in the book Frances liazrvion has written, ‘How to Write and 
Sell Film Stories,’ which will be pubi shed in November by Covici-Friede. 
This alone takes up more then one-third of the book. Dedication is t® 
the late Irving Thalberg. 





The Independent Theatre Owres’ Assn. of New York is taking exception 
to continuance of bank night by Locw’s in the metropolitan area, claiming 
that Loew’s with its first runs, buying power, etc., has the pictures and 
doesn’t need this hypo. 





Earle W. Hammons is claimed the champ yachtsman in show business. 
President of Educational has taken down two first and one second wins 
in yacht racing competition this season. His sailboat is called Four Winds 
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‘Mth Recedes from 7%, Demands in N. W.; 


That Co. Plus M-G, WB Claim 709, Sold 





Minneapolis, Sept. 28. 
Twentieth-Fox here again is in good 
graces of indie nabe exhibitors as a 


result of receding on its compulsory 
percentage deal stand and the ‘boy- 
cott’ or ‘buyers’ strike’ against it has 
been called off. 

Company now is offering the up- 
town and suburban situations the op- 
tion of a deal calling for percentage 
on eight top pictures and the balance 
of the product on flat rental, or, in 
lieu of this, flat-rental for the entire 
lineup, rentals of the top eight being 


based on maximum returns to the 
company on previous percentage 
contracts. It originally demanded 


eight percentages. 

Since offering the optional deals, 
20th-Fox claims to have closed 70% 
of available Twin City accounts. 


Metro and Paramount continue to 
insist on specified number of per- 
centage pictures. Despite the strike 
against percentage deals, however, 
the indies, members of Northwest 
Allied, have been buying M-G new- 
season product with four pictures 
at 40%. It also claims to have sold 
70% of Twin City possibilities. The 
playdate strike against Paramount is 


‘keeping most of the Twin City in- 


dies from buying that product. 


Warner Bros. has a national policy 
calling for 40% on two pictures, 35 
on four and 30 on 12, but Rud 
Lohrenz, local branch manager, with 
home office permission, has been 
selling on a flexible basis, offering 
optional deals in certain situations. 
This company, too, claims to have 
closed 70% of Twin City possibilities. 

RKO offers optional deals of flat 
rentals or six pictures at 35% and 
the balance flat and has sold many 
United 
Artists and Universal also are mak- 
ing optional deals. 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Columbia Pictures has negotiated 
a deal whereby its A product will 
have firstrun showings at the RKO- 
Hillstreet and Pantages theatres on 
a day-date basis. Top bracket prod- 


“uct from Universal and Radio also 


is sewed up for the houses. 


Five films soon to be shown are 
figured as likely holdovers, running 
around 12 weeks and hence shutting 
out all other top product of the three 
companies until around Jan. 1. Con- 


‘gested situation seems in the offing 


in view of the fact that the trio will 
put out at least 15 ‘A’ pictures in 
that time besides the five already 
booked. 





From deals just closed, Grand Na- 
tional will have important circuit 
representation in the south. Both 
the Saenser and  Kincey-Wilby 
chains have signed for this com- 
pany’s product. Saul J. Krugman, 
special sales representative for GN, 
set both deals in association with lo- 


. Cal distribution men. 


Contract of major importance for 
Republic has been negotiated with 
Loew’s, which has taken the entire 
1937-38 program of this company for 
The- 


fication. Another deal for Republic 
is with the Varbalow circuit in New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. 


Harris’ Pitt Bldg. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 

Purchase of a piece of property 
last week in northside district for 
theatre site indicates start of expan- 
Sion program by Harris Amus, Co. 
here. Circuit recently bought big 
lot in Mt. Lebanon sector and has 
already started construction of new 
1,000-seat house. Northside spot will 


€ erected this winter and is to 
Seat 1.200. 








Australia’s Chief Film 
Censor Due in N. Y. Oct. 3 


Creswell O’Reilly, chief film cen- 
sor of Australia, is due in New York 
Oct. 3 from London on his way back 
home. He will be here for several 
days before leaving for Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, which he plans 
visiting on his return route back to 
Australia. 

O’Reilly’s visit to N. Y. was viewed 
by industry officially as having no 
particular significance. 


GEORGE WEEKS MAY 60 








George W. Weeks, who resigned 
as general sales manager of Gau- 
mont-British last week, may organ- 
ize his own sales organization for 
the handling of independent pic- 
tures. Pending any definite plans in 
this direction, Weeks is considering 
two connections which, at the mo- 
ment, are in preliminary stages of 
discussion. 

He plans to take a trip abroad the 
middle of October or around Nov. 1, 
his resignation becoming effective 
the latter date. 

Last spring Weeks was reported 
leaving GB when his contract with 
the company expired during the 
summer. He has been hanging on 
since then, sceing the company past 
convention time and well into the 
selling season. Before coming to 
GB, Weeks headed his own produc- 
ing-distributing company, Mayfair 
Pictures. - He states he probably 
wouldn’t organize another company 
for himself. 

With Weeks resigning, sales super- 
vision will come directly under Ar- 
thur A. Lee, v.p. and general man- 
ager of GB, with Clint White, as- 
sistant to Weeks, becoming assistant 
g.m. directly under Lee. An east~ 1 
division manager has been appointed, 
Arthur Greenblatt drawing this sales 
post, while selection for a wes.ern 
division is unset following resigna- 
tion of Kenneth Hodkinson. Latter 
is going into business for himself. 


‘TIME’ REEL SHIFTS, 
ROLAN OVER TO RKO 


Shift of Ralph Rolan, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of advertising and 
promotion for ‘The March of Time’ 
reel next week, will bring about a 
complete realignment of ‘M. of T.’ 
staff. Rolan goes to RKO-Radio Pic- 
tures Oct. 1 in an executive capacity, 
attached to sales and advertising, 
and contacting Jules Levy and S. 
Barret McCormick. - 

Louis De Rochemont, producer at 
‘M. of T.’ reel, becomes general man- 
ager and in charge of all reel activi- 
ties. Bill Gear, who has charge of 
the ‘March of Time’ radio show, will 
continue as is, with the added duties 
of assisting the monthly reel activi- 
ties and publicity. 

Al Sindlinger, who has charge of 
the Photo Reporter, exploitation 
| publication for M. of T., continues 
|in this capacity but will concentrate 
lon all exploitation. Otis Peabody 
| Swift, who had charge of publicity 
|recently for Fortune and Life, will 
'do publicizing for all Time. Inc, in- 
terests. with ‘March of Time’ his 
chief interest just now. 

Other shifts are expected in ‘M. of 
| T.’ personnel in the next week. 














thous London H.0. 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Merle Oberon remains in London 
| to star in Alexander Korda’s produc- 
| tion of Robert E. Sherwood’s drama, 








Harris circuit. originally sold out | ‘Over the Moon,’ under an extension 
: | 


to WB in 1929, has undergone com- 
plete reorganization in last 
years and now numbers 16 houses 


of her leave granted by Samuel 


few | Goldwyn. 


She returns to Hollywood in time 


in western Pennsylvania and east- | to start ‘Kiss in the Sun,’ with Gary 


ern Ohio. 


Cooper, for Goldwyn Nov. 15. 
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INTO INDIE DISTRIB. 


THEATRES HAVE 
NO ALTERNATIVE 


Higher Rentals, Payroll In- 
creases, Upped Labor, 
_ Materials, Etc., Make It 
Mandatory to Pass It on 
to the Consumers—B. O. 
Scales Haven’t Kept Pace 
‘Since 1929 


— 


NATIONAL MOVE 


Before the current (1937-38) sea- 
son is over, it will be costing film 
fans much more to see pictures than 
it is now. As theatre operators 
everywhere begin to seriously con- 
sider experimentation with higher 
admissions, it is expected that this 
added burden for the public will be 
countrywide rather than sectional 
although for the next few months 
increased tariffs will probably be 
considerably spotty. 

Tendency to march toward the 
scales that prevailed prior to ’29, is 
noted in many scattered parts of the 
country where operators declare 
they are testing tilted admissions to 
see if the public will pay more. An- 
ticipating that the average film fan 
will dole out extra coin to see pic- 
tures if the boost isn’t too high at 
the start, and realizing economics 
demand a higher return at the 
ticket windows from now on, opera- 
tors are picking out houses here and 
there where anything from a nickel 
up may be added to the admish. 
There are many theatres where the 
increase is only a nickel at this time 
but such houses may add on another 
nickel later if the public responds. 

Higher rentals this season, coupled 
with payroll increases for other help 
in operation of theatres, greater cost 
of materials and other items are 
making it almost mandatory to try to 
get more from the consumer. The 
operators cite, among other things, 
that the cheapest thing the public 
buys today is theatre admissions and 
that this is one thing that hasn’t 
gone up since the depression. Theo- 
ry is that the public should expect 
to pay more, 

Scientific Approach 

There is no concerted territorial 
action toward increases at the box 
office and in most all cases the sit- 
uation is approached’ for every in- 
dividual theatre operation with care 

(Continued on page 10): 
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Booming Show Biz in Past Fiscal 
Year, Amus. Taxes Up 21%, Almost 
Yielding Uncle Sam $20,000,000 





George Brown Heads 
Col. Coast Publicity 


George Browu has resigned as Co- 
lumbia Picts contact at the Biow 
advertising agency, N. Y., and 
planed to the Coast yesterday (Tues- 
day) to succeed Fred Stanley in the 
Columbia studio publicity depart- 
ment. 


Harry Cohn, Columbia prez, and 
Nate Spingold fly to the Coast to- 
day (Wednesday). 


Infantile Bugaboo 
Seems Worse Down 


Under Than in U. S. 


Melbourne, Aug. 31. 


Outbreak of infantile paralysis is 
growing worse here and manage- 
ments are in a pretty tough spot. 
Family trade has completely disap- 
peared, and managements have cut 
down their staffs to the lowest level, 
using full crews only on Saturdays. 

An official of Hoyts stated that 
should the outbreak continue for 
three months his chain would lose 
around $200,000. 


Managements recently made an 
appeal to the distribs for a reduc- 
tion of hire costs, but, according to 
Hoyts, distribs have refused to 
grant any cuts, with the result that 
the boys are taking a severe jolt. 

Biz in the nabes and stix is tragic, 
and many exhibs express the hope 
that the Government will close all 
shows as quickly as possible. This 
would allow a breathing spell until 
the scare has passed, plus being an 
out from contract obligations, 


With nearly 100 schools closed, 
children under 16 prohibited from 
attending shows, adults staying in 
their own homes, and_ travelers 
giving Victoria a wide berth, it can 
easily be seen just what the out- 
break is doing to show biz in this 
territory. 








Brunswick, Ga., Sept. 28. 


Although infantile paralysis cases 
have been confined to four within 
last two weeks, school age children 


(Continued on page 62) 





Par Scientifically Analyzing 
How Best to Merchandise Shorts 





Paramount's theatre partners, at 
Par’s request, are reporting on 
shorts to the home office as means 
of providing a guide for the com- 
pany on what type of short is most 
desirable, which type isn’t and 
whether any series or types are be- 
|ginning to grow stale with audi- 
ences. Idea of the plan, as evolved 
by Lou Diamond, Par short subject 
| chief, is to get a new check on prod- 
/uct from various parts of the coun- 
itry for study in connection with 
| production, 
|action, local notices, 
cluded. 





etc., are 


| first time, are determining what is 
| wanted in the shorts department. 
The Interstate chain in Texas, for 
| example, which strongly favors the 


istrongly in that section, started the 
|reports to the home office, and oth- 
ers already sending ’em in _ in- 
clude George W. Trendle for the 
Detroit zone; Carl Bamford for the 
|southeast, and the Inter-Mountain 


/group in the Salt Lake territory op- | 


l!erated by Harry David. The thought 
is to have all groups in the Par 





Audience comment, re- | 
in- | cuit attaches as 


chain forward weekly reports on 
shorts regularly where played so 
that Diamond may guide produc- 
tion accordingly for the benefit of 
the Par theatres as well as other ac- 
counts using the company’s shorts. 

Interstate preceded the _ report 
idea with a shorts manual which 
completely covers merchandising of 
the briefies. It has been made avail- 
able to all other Par partners. The 
Hoblitzelle-O’Donnell circuit of 


}around 100 houses, all in single bill, 


is the most profitable account for 
shorts in the whole country. Cir- 
much importance 


| to shorts as to features and goes out 
Under this plan, theatres, for the | to sell them, in nearly every ad giv- 
|ing over 50% of the space to the one 
|and two-reelers, also turning over 


| marquee, etc., 
| short subject because Karl Hoblit- | 
|zelle and Bob O’Donnell sell them | 


about half of lobby space, 
to them. 
One stunt Interstate pulled that 
proved very profitable was putting 
together 12 one-reelers and selling 
them as a feature, giving it billing 
of ‘Jam _ Session.” Chain picked 
shorts that had names such as Rudy 
Vallee, Ina Ray Hutton, etc., and 
exploited as well as advertised it 
heavily all over the Texas territory. 


front, 


| This hasn't been tried by any other 


chains so far. 


| feature, 


Washington, Sept. 28. 
Booming business was mirrored 
clearly in the amusement field dur- 
ing the last fiscal year, with the 
Government’s share of admissions 
taxes ballooning 21% during the 12- 
month period ended June 30. 
Preliminary figures on tax haul for 
the 1937 fiscal term, issued Saturday 
(25) by the Treasury Department, 
showed tne Government pocketed 
$19,740,191. Besides being the clos- 
est the figure has come to the $20,- 
000,000 mark since before the de- 
pression, the total showed an in- 
crease over 1936 of $2,628,016. 
Improvement apparent in the cal- 
culations was widespread. In all but 
12 of the country’s 65 collection dis- 
tricts, the take frem admissions was 
on the upgrade. Most of the slumps 
were relatively small and were con- 
fined to the rural areas and thinly- 
settled states. Declines were noted 
in Colorado, Georgia, 8th Illinois 
district, Kentucky, Mississippi, Mon- 
tana, New Hampshire, North Dakota, 
llth Ohio, 12th Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island and South Dakota sectors. 
The gains far overshadowed the 
occasional dips, with Manhattan, Chi- 
cago, and Los Angeles, which pro- 
duce the largest amounts of amuse- 
ment levies, showing healthy rises. 
The Third New York district, cover- 
ing the Broadway area, collected 
$6,352,590, a climb of $1,013,134, while 
the Sixth California district, which 
embraces Hollywood and L. A., took 
(Continued on page 25) 


SINO-JAP HOKROK WAR 
SCENES ORDERED OUT 


Sino-Japanese warfare coverage 
for U. S. newsreels went off on a 
new tangent in the past week as 
RKO-Radio requested that its 
Chinese-Japanese clips in Pathe 
News be jerked while other reels 
encountered increasing censorship 
difficulties in China. No reason 
given by RKO or Pathe for eliminat- 
ing Orient conflict scenes. Embassy 
Newsreel, N. Y., was asked to yank 
the clips Saturday (25) morning 
while reports of similar action came 
from nearly every exchange center. 

Though the execution scene at the 
tag end of the Pathe newsreel was 
horrifying, those in the _ trade 
charged that reason for widespread 
elimination order was because com- 
petitive newsreels had recognized 
them as library shots, doubtlessly 
from the 1931 warfare. Reel showed 
Chinese troops wearing blue uni- 
forms, not used by them in recent 
years. Quality of print also was in- 
dicative of its age. 

One rival newsreel executive, after 
viewing the Pathe shots, commented 
that perhaps the bars were down on 
horror stuff and that some companies 
were digging in their files for start- 
ling material. N. Y. cameramen as- 
cribed the Pathe views as having 
been taken by Merl LaVoy, last re- 
ported in South Africa. 


F & M Pell’s Findings 


St. Louis, Sept. 28. 
Customers of St. Louis nabes want 
double feature bills while those who 
patronize the deluxers desire one 
plus selected shorts and 
stage shows, according to the poll 
being conducted in 31 houses owned 




















and controlled by Fanchon & Marco. 
| Some requests asked particularly for 
| bands such as Whiteman, Waring, 
| Bernie, Wayne King, Benny Good- 
man and others. 

Gable, Taylor, William Powell, 
| Muni, Tracy, Power, Gary Cooper, 
Dick Powell, Colman and March rate 
; that way among male stars. Myrna 
Loy is the most popular femme 
screen player, followed by Loretta 
Young, Colbert, Ginger Rogers, Kay 
| Francis, Stanwyck, Crawford, Mac- 
Donald, Bette Davis and Shearer. 
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Bottom Drops Out in L. A., Brutal 


Biz All Around; 


$18,000, 2 Houses; Cagney Slim 146 


Winkie’ Dismal 





Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

Picture grosses in this town are shot 
{fo pieces currently, with takes in 
most instances lowest in months. 
Some of the trade is brutal. Night 
attendance is away off, and with the 
kids back to school matinees aren’t 
faring any too well. 

Combination of the usual Septem- 


ber reaction, following top grosses 
during August, reopening _ of 
schools, and outdoor attractions 


which are playing to capacity are 
the main alibis. 

Indicative of the trend for locals 
to hit the open-air amusements is 
the fact that last Thursday night 
(23) within a radius of two square 
blocks in the Hollywood-Wilshire 
area more than 20,000 people at- 
tended the Cole Bros. circus, a soft- 
ball game and the midget races at 
Gilmore stadium. 

Even the downtown and neighbor- 
hood subseauent runs are starving 
for patronage. Six houses in one 
group locally grossed a combined 
$3,900 last week, more than 50% be- 
low normal. Terrific falling off in 
theatre attendance has some observ- 
ers asking if dual bills may not have 
an important bearing on the drop-off 
in public interest. 

Big disappointment of the week is 
the weak draw of Shirley Temple in 
‘Wee Willie Winkie, day-dating at 
the State-Chinese, following brief 
two-a-day engagement at the Car- 
thay Circle. ‘Something to Sing 
About’ (Cagney) also running far 
behind expectations at the Par. 


Estimates fer This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
$3-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Zola’ (WB) (3d 
week). Hitting the skids with the 
rest of the town, but still profitable. 
Second week dropped to $8,300, third 
lowest take house has had in months. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Willie Winkie’ (20th) and 
‘My Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MG) dual. 
If biz exceeds $7,000 everybody will 
be surprised; blah. Last week, ‘Big 


City’ (MG) and ‘One Mile from 
Heaven’ (20th), pretty weak at 
$9,300. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Footloose 
Heiress’ (WB) (2d week). Holding 
exceptionally strong, in the face of 
general biz slump, and should finish 
with good $9,000. Initial week 
slipped a little after strong opening, 
but finished at healthy $14,700. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 40-55)— 
‘Girl Said No’ (GN). Experiencing 
one of worst weeks house has ever 
had with brutal $1,500 best in sight 
for initial week under renewed 
grind policy. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65 )—‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Footloose 
Heiress’ (WB) dual (2d week). What 
biz there is in Hollywood appears 
going to this Goldwyn opus which 
on second week should wind up with 
oke $8,500. First week below esti- 
mate, but big at $13,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55) 
*100 Men and Girl’ (U) (3d week) 
and ‘Man in Blue’ (U) dual. Biz 
oke on final four days of run with 
likely $5,000 in the till. Second week 
finished with satisfactory $9,200. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55 )}—‘Something to Sing About’ 
(GN) and stage show. This one 
isn’t living up to its name so far as 
take is concerned so will have to be 
satisfied with $14,000, slim pickings. 
Last week, ‘Double or Nothing’ 
(Par) on holdover hit satisfactory 
$13,000. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘100 Men 
and Girl’ (U) (3d- week) and ‘Man 
in Blue’ (U) dual. Third week cut 
to four days and aided by a preview 
should bring oke $5,500. Second 
week off in common with rest of 
town for fair $8,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—Willie Winkie’ (20th) and ‘Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG) dual. Temple just 
doesn’t mean a thing downtown on 
current week, dismal $11,000 best 
that can be offered. Last week, ‘Big 
City’ (MG) and ‘One Mile from 
Heaven’ (20th), $13,200, about what 
was expected. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—Big City’ (MG) and ‘One 
Mile from Heaven’ (20th) dual. Citi- 
zens of this big city of the west 
coast are passing up the pic of that 
title om move over from State and 


trade preity bad at $3.000. Last 
week, ‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th) and 
‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th), fared 


somewhat better, grabbing around 
$3.200, still nothing to brag about. 
Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Big City’ (MG) and ‘One Mile 
from Heaven’ (20th) dual. Move 
over for continued first run for this 
brace looks $5,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th) and ‘Chan on 
Broadway’ (20th) oke at $6,100. 


GLEASON’S 4-WAYER 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Jimmy Gleason has signed a four- 
way contract with Republic to pro- 
duce, direct, write and act. 
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BROOKLYN’S CHESTY 


Most Houses in the Chips—‘Double,’ 
‘Flight,’ Neat $17,500 











Brooklyn, Sept. 28. 
Downtown deluxers are making 
money this week because of first- 
rate picture fare and satisfactory 





weather. Fabian’s Par with ‘Double 
or Nothing,’ Loew’s Met with 
‘Broadway Melody,’ and RKO Al- 


bee holding over ‘Thin Ice’ are all in 
the chips. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) “Thin Ice’ | 
(20th) and ‘Flight from Glory’ | 
(RKO) (2nd wk.) plus fite pics. Will 
give house okay $14,000. Last week | 
$15,500, fine. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘13th Man’ 
(Col) and ‘Wine, Women and Horses’ 


(WB). Will derive good $14,000. | 
Last week ‘Women Men Marry’ | 
(MG) and ‘All Over Town’ 


(Rep) | 
got pleasant $13,500. | 
Met (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘Broadway | 
Melody’ (MG) and ‘Man Who Cried 
Wolf’ (U). Look forward to good 
$15,500. Last week ‘Vogues (UA) 
and ‘Bad Guy’ (MG) got $15,000, 
good. 
Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55) 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and ‘On 
Such a Night’ (Par). * Will get splen- 
did $17,500 and hold. Last week 
‘Varisty Show’ (WB) and ‘Killers of 
Sea’ (GN) (2d wk.) got good $12,000. 
Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Borneo’ 
(20th) and ‘Game That Kills.’ (Col) 
Will get fine $8,000. Last week 
‘Dangerous Adventure’ (Col) 
‘Legion’ got passable $5,000. 


TCE THICK AT 
$15,000, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 28. 
Of the three new releases at the 
major cinemas currently, ‘Thin Ice’ 
is copping the thick gravy, racking 
up $15,000 for the Shubert. ‘Big 
City’ at the Palace and ‘That Certain 
Woman’ at the Albee are neck-and- 
neck in a $10,000 swing. 
First tinge of autumn weather was 
a b.o. booster over the week-end. 
Regular houses have opposish this 
week from two indie stands. Taft, 


ss 








and | 





First Runs on B’way 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 30 
Astor—‘Firefly’ (MG) 
wk). 
Capitol—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(2d wk). 
Central — ‘Sea 
(Rep) (2). 
(Reviewed in Vartety Aug. 25) 
Criterion—‘Sophie Lang Goes 
West’ (Par) (29). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 8) 
Glebe—‘Something to Sing 
About’ (GN) (2d wk). 
Hollywood—‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
(8th wk). 
Music Hall—‘Lost 
(Col) (2d wk). 
Paramount—‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto—‘It Happened in Hol- 
lywood’ (Col) (1). 
Rivoli—‘Life of 
(RKO) (2). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 25) 
Roxy—100 Men and a Girl’ 
(U) (3d wk). 
Strand—‘Back In Circulation’ 
(WB) (2). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 28) 
Week of Oct. 7 
Astor—‘Firefly’ (MG) 
wk). 
Capitol—‘Madame X’ (MG). 
Central—‘Criminals in the 
Air’ (Col) (9). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 18) 
Globe—‘Something to Sing 
About’ (GN) (3d wk). 
Holly wood—‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
(9th wk). 


(5th 


Racketeers’ 


Horizon’ 


the Party’ 


(6th 


‘Music Hall — ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 15) 
Paramount — ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) (6). 


(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 11) 
Riveli—‘Life of the Party’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 

Roxy—'Life Begins in College’ 
(20th) (8). 

Strand—‘Back In Circulation’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 











week ‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U) (2d 
week) was $4,500, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘For- 
lorn River’ (Par) and ‘234% Hours 
Leave’ (GN), split. Normal at 
$2,200. Ditto last week on ‘Born 
Reckless’ (20th) and ‘Big Shot’ 
(RKO), split. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘100 
Men and a Girl’ (U). Moved over 
from Capitol for third downtown 
week; $2,500, fair. Last week ‘Stella 
Dallas’ (UA) (3d week), smashed to 


,800. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA). Switched 
in from the Albee, $5,000, strong. 
Last week ‘Dead End’ (UA) (2d 
week), same. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Lost 





2,600-seat auditorium in the Masonic 
Temple building, has a vaudefilm 
policy with Blackston’s magic show 
and ‘Reported Missing’ (U) at a 35c- 
42c scale. Indie ‘Ecstasy’ is being 
shown at the Emery auditorium, put 
of the theatre zone, at a 25c¢-35c-42c 
scale. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,300; 35-42 )—That Certain 
Woman’ (WB). N.s.h. at $10,000. 
Last week ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) 
got $17,000, big. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th). Transferred 
from the Palace, fair $4,500. Last 


Horizon’ (Col). Shifted from the 
Shubert for fourth downtown week 
air $4,000. Last week 
(20th), $3,500, tame. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Big 
City’ (MG). Fair, $10,000. Last 
week ‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th), good at 


$12,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th). Opened Tuesday 
Great $15,000 for the first 


, 


‘Borneo’ 


= 


(21). 
week. Will hold for a 21-day run. 
Last week ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
closed a three-week run Monday 
(20) for a total gross of $28,500, 





great. 





Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

Biz, which began sliding right after 
Labor Day, is now definitely in 
the dumps. With b. o.’s strong dur- 
ing August and early September, the 
continued own-swing is hitting ex- 
hibs as a surprise. Expected that 
with cool weather this week might 
start the surge back, but week-end 
grosses indicate that this stanza may 
be the worst in months. 

Earle continues to marshal the 
parade here with ‘Life of the Party’ 
(RKO) and Mal Hallet on stage. Due 
for about $20,000, which is good, but 
suffers from comparison with some 
recent weeks. Fox, which wants to 
avoid bringing back stage shows by 
use of strong films, will have to get 
something better than the present 
offering, “That Certain Woman’ 
(WB), which isn’t clicking at all at 
$13.000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine’ (1,200; 40-55-75)—‘Dead 
End’ (UA) (2d wk). Doing $12,500 
which is good. Holds. Hit a nice 
$17,800 for the opening stanza. Looks 
set for another week. 


Arcadia (600: 35-40-50) —‘Under 
Red Robe’ (20th). Opened very 
punkaroo, but built a little over 
weekend. However, insufficient to 


put it on velvet and won't last the 
week; $1,000 for five days is about 





Tees off with ‘College Nights.’ 


all. ‘Brodaway Melody’ (MG) 


Philly Cryin’ the Blues: ‘Party,’ 
Hallet, $20,000, Only Bright Spot 





picked up a neat $4,100 for nine 
days in the last stanza on second 
run. f 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65 )—‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ (Col) (2d wk). Looks miser- 
able at about $7,000, and is being 
yanked. Also weak opening week 
at $10,000. ‘Zola’ (WB) in tomorrow. 

Earle (3,000; 25-40-55)—'Life of 
iy nas ane Mal Hallett band 

stage. nocking out a profitable 
$20,000. ‘Dodd Takes the Av (WB) 
with Ethel Shutta and Mitzi Mayfair 
on stage last week was satifactory 
at $17,900. 

Fox (2,300; 40-55-65)—‘That Cer- 
tain Woman’ (WB). Came in slow 
and failed to gather any steam: will 
do only $13,000. Last week’s $10,800 
for third week of ‘100 Men and a 
Girl’ (U) was moderate. 

Stanley (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘High, 
Wide and Handsome’ (Par). Opened 
Friday with good notices, but failed 
to show anything spectacular over 
the week end; will knock off $14,000, 
which makes it dubious. ‘Wife, 
Doctor’ (20th) rang up $14,300 last 
week, which was punkaroo. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Back in 
Circulation’ (WB). Expected to do 
about $6,000 in eight days, ns.g. 
‘Windjammer’ (RKO) was yanked 
before last wee was up, when it 
| began to fall of badly; caught only 
$3,900 in six days. 





| fair, $2,000. 





Wednesday, September 29, 1937 
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Pitt Still Bullish; Heidt, ‘Party 
Maybe Record 286, 100 Sock 156 
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LINCOLN IN THE DUMPS 


Biz Off 25% from Year Ago—‘Souls’ 
Best at $3,500 


Lincoln, Sept. 28. 
‘Souls at Sea’ is cutting the best 
figure of the new ones, and ‘Broad- 
way Bill,’ back the seventh time, 
with ‘Counsel for Crime,’ is doing 
swell. Houses are still losing money 
and running 25% under a year ago. 


Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)—‘Sea 
Racketeers’ (Rep) and ‘Pigskin Pa- 
rade’ (20th) split with ‘Ride Ranger 
Ride’ (Rep) and ‘Public Wedding’ 
(WB). Fair, $800. Last week ‘Dark 
Journey’ (UA) and ‘Princess Comes 
Across’ (Par), sharing with ‘Forlorn 
River’ (Par) and ‘Legion of Missing 
Men’ (Mono), down to $700. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Love Under Fire’ (20th). Will ride 
average, $2,100. House has been able 
to maintain a fairly even keel, while 
others are suffering. Last week ‘Em- 
peror’s Candlesticks’ (MG) was only 
able to go four days, then ‘Between 
Two Women’ (MG) took over. Week 








Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20)— 
‘On Such a Night’ (Par) and ‘Flight 
from Glory’ (RKO) split with “Think 
Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th) and ‘Wild and 
Woolly’ (20th). Withers film carry- 
ing the load, $1,200, so-so. Last week 
‘She’s No Lady’ (Par) and ‘Imitation 


of Life’ (U), split with ‘All Over 
Town’ (Rep) and ‘Michael O’Hal- 
loran’ (Rep). Dumpy, $950. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 


‘Souls at Sea’ (Par). Paramount had 
no desire to stick this pic in with 
no ads because theatres are warring 
with the newspapers, so took a big 
spread of national copy. Film is 
after $3,500 and will be doing well. 
Last week ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) 
drained all its money in two days 
and then dulled miserably, $3,100. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— 
‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) (reissue) and 
‘Counsel for Crime’ (Col). Okay for 
such booking, $1,000. Last week ‘It 
Happened One Night’ (Col) plus 
‘Girls Can Play’ (Col) got nice 
$1,100. 


TENDA’ $13,000, 
HOTCHA, SEATT 


Seattle, Sept. 28. 

Puyallup’s big fair, which draws 
up to 40,000 daily, largely from Seat- 
tle and Tacoma, is felt at local b.o.’s. 
Show there runs nights, too, which 
hurts most. - 

Take is slightly off the past 10 
days, although the first-runs have 
offset the general situation with 
dandy product. Second runs are not 
so fortunate, 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27)—‘King Solomon’s Mines’ 
(GB) and ‘Public Wedding’ (WB) 
dual. Looks around $2,400, fair. 
Last week ‘Can’t Beat Love’ (RKO) 
and ‘Happened Out West’ (20th), five 
days, slow at $1,250. 

Coliseum (H amrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—'Captains Courageous’ 
(MGM) and ‘Married Before Break- 
fast’ (MGM) dual, five days, split 
with ‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and 
‘Born Reckless’ (20th) dual, three 
days. Garnering about $4,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and 
‘Big Business’ (20th) dual, six days, 
okay $3,000. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)— 
‘Sea Racketeers’ (Rep) and ‘Blazing 
Sixes’ (WB) dual. Heading for $2,- 
300, good. Last week ‘Hideout in 
Alps’ (GN) and ‘Range Defenders’ 
(Rep) dual, so-so $2,000, slow. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,400;  32-37-42)—‘Varsity Show’ 
(WB) and ‘Bad Guy’ (MGM) dual. 
Expecting only $5,000, terrible. Last 
week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Mile 
from Heaven’ (20th) dual (2d week) 
at $8,000, great. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900: 21-32-42)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (3d week). 
Sighting for $7,500, big. Last week, 
$8,500, hotcha. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42 )—‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and 
‘One Mile from Heaven’ (20th) dual. 
Hot release after two big weeks at 
Fifth; reaching towards $4,200, big. 
Last week ‘Topper’ (MGM) and 
‘Think Fast, Moto’ (20th) dual, five 
days, big $3,100, halted to make way 
for ‘Thin Ice.’ 

Orpheum (H amr ic k-Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42)— ‘Super Sleuth’ 
(RKO) and ‘Confession’ (FN) dual. 
Only $4,900, slow. Last week ‘Fast 
Living’ (Par) and ‘San Quentin’ 
(FN) dual. Prison break yarn in 
dailies helped some for $6,400, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 16-27)— 
‘Small Town Boy’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Around $3,200, fair. Last week ‘Ol- 
sen and Johnson Ail Over Town’ 
(Rep) and vaude, moderate $3,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—’Prisoner of Zenda’ 











‘Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 
Although it was generally figured 
that the continued market slump 
combined with a big football week. 
end, would have a sobering influence 
on biz, trade for the most part has 
continued unabated. Friday and 
Saturday were particularly good: 
things took a slump Sunday, but 
looks like a bang-up finish. 
Greatest bulk of the biz is being 
divided by two spots, with Horace 


| Heidt and ‘Life of Party’ heading for 


what looks like a new record at the 
Stanley and ‘100 Men and a Girl’ 
coming through nobly at the Alvin, 
‘Souls at Sea’ is fair enough at the 
Penn, but on the strength of what it 
has been doing elsewhere its gross 
here may be slightly disappointing. 
Only the Warner is falling behind, 
with a weak dual, ‘Great Gambini’ 
and ‘Wild Money.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U). Deanna 
Durbin starrer running true to form 
and producing its predicted wallop. 
Should have no trouble knocking off 
a swell $15,000. That's a cinch figure 
for h.o., and house would have no 
trouble stretching to a third week, 
but probably won't, on account of 
product jam. Last week ‘Love Un- 
der Fire’ (20th) was fair enough at 
$6,800. 


Art Cinema (Hendel) (290; 25-35. 


50)—‘Damaged Goods’ (Welden), 
Finally gave up after 11 weeks, 


which was about seven more than 
originally figured. Got around $25,- 
000 on the run, which means a wad 
of profit. and was averaging about a 
grand weekly at the wind-up. Gabe 
Rubin taking over house again and 
resumes foreign film policy Wednes- 
day. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Thin Ice’ (20th) (4th wk). Had 
started to slip, but house brought in 
fight pix Saturday (25) and biz 
spurted. Should get close to $6,000 
on current week, and combo sticks 
for three days into fifth week. Last 
week ‘Ice’ was good for $6,400. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par). Got away 
in splendid fashion, but not holdin 
up. There won't be a loss at $14,500, 
but that’s considerably under expec- 
tations, based on what film has been 
doing elsewhere. Last week ‘Big 
City’ (MG) also fell away sharply 
after a brisk getaway, and wound up 
fitfully at $15,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60) 
‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and Horace 
Heidt’s band. Band shows are turn- 
ing the trick, so much so that the 
WB deluxer is on the way to setting 
a new mark. On Friday Heidt broke 
the house’s opening day record, went 
ahead to top $7,000 on Saturday, and 
looks like a cinch to come pretty 
close to $28,000. That’s phenomenal, 
Last week ‘Confession’ (FN) and 
Dick Stabile’s band n.s.h., around 
$16,000 for poorest take here in & 
couple of months. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)~— 
‘Great Gambini’ 
Money’ (Par). Current dual’s defi- 
nitely on the weak side, and not 
much expected; will be lucky to 
crack $3,500, pretty weak. Last week 
‘Dead End’ (UA), on h.o. here after 
a great session at Penn, had plenty 
left and came through with better 
than $8,000. 


Pix in B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 13. 
During August, 1937, a total of 47 
pictures was released here, in com- 
parison with 51 during July. Of 
these 47 pictures, 33 were from the 
U.S., six 20th-Fox, five RKO, five 
Columbia, four Warners, four Para- 
mount, four Metro, three Universal, 

one United Artists, one Republic. 


Remaining 13 films consisted of 
four English, three German, two 
French, and one Palestinian, Polish, 
Italian and Argentine film, respec- 
tively. 











‘DUCKLING’ AWAY 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Production of ‘The Ugly Duckling’ 
got under way at Metro yesterday 
(Monday) with Harry Rapf produc- 
ing, Edwin L. Marin directing. 


Cast topped by Judy Garland and 








Allan Jones also includes Fannie 
Brice, Reginald Owen and Lynne 
Carver. 

(UA). Single bill, most unusual for 


this house, routed for $13,000 and 
building, wonderful. Last week 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and ‘Wild 
and Woolly’ (20th) dual, mild $5,800. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Exclusive’ (Par) and ‘Venus Makes 
Trouble’ (Col) dual. Anticipates 
$2,500, okay. Last week, ‘Wings 
Over Honolulu’ (U) and ‘Ever Since 
Eve’ (WB) dual, $2,200, slow. 


(Par) and ‘Wild.. 
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Loop Looks Up, with Epidemic Of 


‘Woman, Two Bands, 326; ‘Thin Ice 


$20,000, ‘Sing’ § 








Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Business is ready to go places 
throughout the town this week, due 
to many important factors. Most im- 
portant is the final lifting of the kid 
attendance ban, with reopening of 

e schools yesterday (Monday). 

is takes a terrific weight off the 
nabe theatres, especially, which have 
been having a tough struggle of it 
during the past few weeks. 

Weather has cooled off sharply. 
All the vacationists are back in town 
and at their desks, which has re- 
sulted in natural added strength for 
the local wickets. : 

Also there is a strong line-up of 

ttractions. Holdovers are again 

ooding the loop, as houses continue 
to hold on to b.o. pix. ‘Horizon’ and 
#4100 Men’ are in their respective sec- 
ond weeks at the Chicago and Pal- 
ace; ‘Topper’ was moved to the Gar- 
rick for additional time, despite 

eakness at its Roosevelt run; ‘Stella 

allas’ is at the Apollo, following a 
powerful Oriental gallop. ; 

Oriental is again high up in the 
bucks with ‘That Certain Woman’ 
nd a ‘swing’ stage show including 

lyde McCoy and Earl Hines or- 
chestras. Roosevelt is set for best 
grind coin with ‘Thin Ice,’ which 
opened Saturday (25). 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Here follow- 

Ing two smash sessions at the mam- 
moth Oriental, and will hold to ex- 
tellent $7,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Dodd’ 
(WB) was just another week at 
$5,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and stage show 
(2nd week). Had a strong money 
stay here last week at $39,000 de- 
spite a slow start, and will stick cur- 
ently to another profitable mark at 
31,000. 

Gerrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— Topper’ (MG), Not much hope for 
this one, which came here after a 
sickly stay at the Roosevelt. Maybe 
$4,000, off. Last week, ‘Double or 
Nothing’ (Par) managed fine $7,200. 

Oriental (B&K.) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— 
- cntogar Woman’ (WB) and stage 
show. Clyde McCoy and Ear! Hines 
orchestras headlining on stage and 
accounting, for major share of coin. 
Nearly $32,000 heading for the box- 
office. Last week, ‘Stella Dallas’ 
{UA) finished a great fortnight to 
$26,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
100 Men’ (U) and vaude (2nd 
week). Turned in a mighty fine $26,- 
800 for its initial week and building 
teadily currently, with added take 
ue to take on kids. Maybe $20,000 
this week, excellent. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Thin Ice’: (20th). Came in Sat- 
urday (25) and indicates that it’s a 
gure b.o. winner. Running fast over 
the week-end for predicted $20,000, 
a pleasure. Last week ‘Topper 
(MG) was a fadeout, scramming 
after one flabby session at $10,700. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) 
and vaude. House has a constant 

ade that gets added strength cur- 
rently in the picture. Above $14,000, 
plenty. Last week, ‘Naughty Mari- 
etta’ (MG) was a big coin session 
with $15,000 for its revival. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
$5-55-65-75)—‘Big City’ (MG). Not 
much expected from this one; maybe 
about $15,000. Last week ‘Dead End 
(UA) completed a highly profitable 
three-week gallop at $13,800, fine. 


‘HORIZON’ PLEASANT 
$8,060 IN PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 28, 
‘Lost Horizon’ is the biggest b. o. 
ae of the week at the Paramount, 
ollowing two big weeks of ‘Thin Ice 
at that house. Henie pic went to the 
ayfair to mop up some more. 
Parker's UA held ‘Prisoner of 
enda’ for swell returns. ‘Souls at 
a’ went to the Blue Mouse for a 
fourth week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
~San Quentin’ (WB). Good enough 








at $5,500. Last week, ‘Big City’ 
(MG) and ‘Dance, Charlie’ (WB), 
were better than expected and 


Mopped up great $7,300. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
30-55)—"Thin Ice’ (20th) (3d 
week), and ‘On Such a Night’ (Par). 
Getting okay $3,000. Last week, 
Naughty Marietta’ (MG) and ‘Hell 
tvers' (MG), revival booking of two 
Previous hits did better than aver- 
age at $2,800. 
( rpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
2,000: 30-55 )—'Make a Wish’ (RKO) 
and ‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO). Program 
syuit_and weak at $4,000. Last week, 
(Riaty Show’ (WB) and ‘Big Shot’ 
KO) disappointing and pulled 
after five days to $4,400. 
(3paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
and 0; 30-55)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
Ad “Coronation’ (20th), Answering 


14,00, All Hey-Hey 


to big exploitation for great returns 
at around $6,000. Last week, ‘Thin 
Ice’ (20th) and ‘She’s No Lady’ 
(Par) closed.a good second week at 
$5,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
55)—‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) (2d 
week). Big results, getting $5,000 
and may hold longer. First week 
topped the town’s grosses with great 
$8,300. 


‘SOULS’ LEADER 
IN PROV. AT 
$17,000 





Providence, Sept. 28. 
Another week of hits and misses. 
Bills are fairly strong, but gorgeous 
Indian summer weather is prevent- 
ing most downtown theatres from 
making a bigger showing. Two hold- 
overs in town, ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ 
moving from Loew’s to the Carlton 
and ‘100 Men and Girl’ at Fay’s 
after a so-so week at the Majestic. 

Leading the pack are ‘Souls at 
Sea’ at the Strand and ‘Big City at 
Loew's, ‘Toast of New York’ at the 
Albee and ‘Varsity Show’ at the Ma- 
jestic are nip and tuck, but the latter 
very likely will come out on top. 
Strand and Majestic are going it 
single bill. 

Of the two combo spots, the Em- 
pire seems to have the advantage, 
Fifi Dorsay in person tilting things 
a shade above Fay’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO) and 
‘Forty Naughty Girls’ (RKO). Op- 
posish is pretty strong all-around; 
pace is oke, but not more than $8,000 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Vogues of 
1938’ (UA) and ‘Big Shot’ (RKO) 
were off with a bang, but peterea 
out; so-so at $6,800. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew’s) (1,400; 25- 

35-50) —‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) and 
‘Women Men Marry’ (MG), Not very 
likely to make any real showing; 
maybe $3,500, ns, Last week, 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) on hold- 
over was ditto, 
Empire (Indie) (1,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘It Can’t Last Forever’ (Gol) and 
Fifi Dorsay on stage, Off to tepid 
start, but building; logks like $6,500, 
oke. Last week, ‘Outlaw of Orient 
(Col) was a rifle tter at $6.90), 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50) — ‘100 Men 
and Girl’ (U) (2d week) and vaude. 
Maybe $5,500, fair, Not only is op- 
posish tough, but picture made poor 
showing at _ sister-house, nee CU) 
Last week, ‘Lady Fights Back’ (U) 
was pretty good at $6,500, consider- 
ing stiff competition. ; 

Loew’s (3,200; 25-35-50) — ‘Big 
City’ (MG) and ‘Girl Said No’ (GN). 
Getting variety of comment, but 
house will do weld with antieipated 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Prisoner of Hen- 
da’ (UA) and ‘Women Men Mgpery 
(MG) was best in town at $14,300, 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB), At the mo- 


ment the going is very good, and 
should pace continue, $10,00 21S 
sure. Last week ‘100 Men and Girl 


ru 2% 
(U) and ‘Man Who Cried Wolf’ (U) 
started off terrific, but failed to hold 
up; disappointing at $7,800. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par), With one ex- 
ception, this is the only stand with 
a single picture. Big opening and 
maybe $12,000 on the week, best so 
far this year. Last week, ‘Double or 





‘CIRCULATION,’ BOWES 
HEALTHY $10,000, IND. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 28. 
Maybe it was the cooler weather 
over the week-end, but something 
suddenly helped downtown theatre 
grosses to pep up after several days 
of lagging. ‘Back in Circulation,’ in 
combo with a Bowes stage unit, is 
doing healthy trade at the vaudfilm 
Lyric, to set the pace in the first- 
run spots, while ‘Varsity Show,’ at 
the Circle, and ‘Big City’ at Loew's, 
are in green pastures, with okay 

grosses. ’ 
Turnover problems are troubling 
the staff at Loew’s, with a program 
running three and 








Nothing’ (Par) and ‘Sophie Lang 
Goes West’ (Par) not up to usual! 
at $8,000. 


PICTURE GROSSES 








de up of such strangely-assorted 
a’ ‘Big City, ‘Girl Said No,’ 
c the ‘Carnival of Champions’ fight 
a That's everything from Gil- 
bert and Sullivan to prize fights. 
Estimates for This Week 


_— (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-40) 
—‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) dualed 
with ‘Flight From Glory’ (RKO). 
Program moved over from the Circle 
for holdover, Results are mild at 

300. Last week, ‘100 Men and 
Girl’ (U) did $5,000, okay, 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-40) 
—‘Varsity Show’ (WB). Pic, origi- 
nally slated for the Apollo, opened 
here under a new pooling arrange- 
ment; $7,500, good. Last week, dual 
eg or Nothing’ (Par) and 
‘Flight From Glory’ (RKO), was also 
good at $7,850. 

Keith’s (Kane) (1,300; 15-25) — 
‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ (Mono) and 
vaude. Wendell. Hall the headliner, 
but take is only $3,000, which is red. 
Last week, ‘Legion of Missing Men’ 
(Col) and vaude headlining Estelle 
Taylor was very poor at $2,500. 
House may fold or change policy. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-40) — 
a City’ (MG) and ‘Girl Said No’ 
(GN) and ‘Carnival of Champions’ 
fight films on triple bill. Take will 
be okay at $8,200. Last week, ‘Broad- 
way Melody of 1938’ (MG) started 
very big but tapered off at $9,500, 
dandy, 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40) — 
‘Baek in Circulation’ (WB) and Maj. 

wes anniversary revue. Both parts 
of the bill given credit for nifty 
Ty — week ‘All we Town’ 
( ) and vaude was dismal at 
36.900. 


TENDA, ‘GUY 
$13,000, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 28. 

Jubilesta mobs having fled town, 
in moves the American Bar Ass’n 
convention, which is expected to 
draw 10,000 people to KC during the 
week. Which should be an item of 
some importance to picture b.o.’s. 

Openings, with the Jubilesta fad- 
ing out Saturday (25), a day after 
openings, were not all they could 
have been. However, prospects are 
bright for nice takings. ‘Prisoner of 
Zenda’ is proving to be great fod- 
dey at the Midland. It’s on a dual 
bill. ‘Double or Nothing’ is doing 
okay at the Mainstreet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox) (2,200; 25-35-40)—‘Wife, 
Doctor and Nurse’ (20th) and vaude. 
Not better than average $9,500. Last 
week ‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) and 
vaude, $11,200, okay. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40) 
‘Double _ or Nothing’ (Par) and 
‘Sophie Lang’ (Par). Looks nice at 
$11,000. Last week ‘Certain Woman’ 
(WB) and ‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO), 
so-so $7,500. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40) — 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) and ‘Bad 
Guy’ (MG). Pic is unexpectedly 
drawing bigger nights than mats. 

tisfactory $13,000, Last week 








‘Broadway Melody’ (MG), _ got 
$12,500, pleasant. 
Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40) — 


‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and ‘She’s No 
Lady’ (Par). Fair, at $5,000. Last 
week ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and 
‘Hideaway’ (RKO) (2d run) got 
$4,500, okay. 

‘ Uptown. (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)—‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U), Moved here from 
the Fox and getting a splendid play. 
Indicates fine $5,000 and will prob- 
ably get a second week in this 
bouse. Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) 
(2d run), got $3,500, good. 





| ‘MELODY’ $12,000, ‘100’ 


$8,600, OK, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Sept. 28. 

Capitol will lead the tewn current- 
ly with ‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ 
and a possibility of touching $12,000. 
Loew’s should run second on ‘100 
Men and a Girl,’ which also did big 
week-end biz, pointing to a very 
good $8,000 for this house. ‘Lost 
Horizon,’ h.o. at the Palace. is also 
standing up well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (2d wk). Did well 
on week-end and may add another 
$8,000 to last week’s excellent $10,- 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Broad- 
way Melody’ (MG). Everybody in 
town going to this one and should 
gross $12,000, one of best this year. 
Last week ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) very 
good at $9,000. 

Loew’s (M.T.Co.) (3,200; 50)—‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U) and ‘Reported 
Missing’ (U). This one is getting a 
good play and looks like $8,000, very 
good. Last week ‘Love Under Fire’ 
(20th) and ‘One Mile from Heaven’ 
(20th) middling at $5,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Make 
a Wish’ (RKO) and ‘Big Shot’ 
(RKO). Good biz on week-end and 








liable to gross $7,000, very good. 


one-half hours! Last week, too, very goad $6,000 on 
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Legion Surrenders N. Y., Biz Ups: 
Horizon’ Okay 856, ‘Earth 386, High, 
Wide -Yachters 506, Durbin 506 2d 





The Legionnaires have now cleared 
vut and turned the town back to the 
natives, but before they evacuated 
Thursday (23) pictures which had 
opened or were on holdovers suf- 
fered from their presence. A disap- 
pointing Wednesday and Thursday 
for the downtown houses was as- 
cribed to the fact the playful World 
War laddies were still around and 
folks from the neighborhoods were 
leery about venturing into their 
midst. 

On Friday (24) and over the week- 
end, however, business began to pick 
up where the attractions had box 
office draught, and at several thea- 
tres, including the Roxy, Paramount, 
Capitol and Music Hall, no com- 
plaints threaten. ‘Lost Horizon’ will 
get $85,000 or better at the Hall; not 
what had been looked for, but good 
enough. The picture holds over, but 
at this figure is not a strong pros- 
pect for a second week, although, 
with the Legion out of the way, 
momentum should be back te normal 
everywhere. 


Very encouraging is the play given 
‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ plus 
Hudson-de Lange orchestra and 


Yacht Club Boys at the Paramount, 
at $50,000 on the first week and the 
same figure for ‘100 Men and Girl’ 
on its second lap at the Roxy. Both 
shows are sticking another week. 
‘Good Earth’ might have been big- 
ger but for current conditions, al- 
though a probable $38,000 at the 
stageless Capitol is very satisfying. 
Also holds. 

*‘Vogues’ and the Enric Madriguera 
orchestra are celebrating the 17th 
anniversary of the State to the tune 
of about $28,000; good, but, so far as 
the rest of the town is concerned, 
they can hand it back to the Legion. 


‘Make a Wish’ is the poorest of a 
disappointing lot of pictures, the first 
seven days at the Rivoli looking only 
around $8,000. Ouch! In spite of 
how empty this one is leaving the 
Riv, it will snooze on until Saturday, 
when ‘Life of the Party’ tries its luck 
here. Other disappointers, though 
not so bad, include ‘Something to 
Sing About,’ under $9,000 on its first 
week at the Globe; probably not as 
much as a weak $7,000 for ‘Love 
Takes Flight’ for the Central; about 
$5,000 for ‘Shanghai Express’ (re- 
vival) at the Criterion; only a fair- 
to-middlin’ $6,500 from ‘Outlaws of 
the Orient,’ quartering at the Rialto, 
and under $14,000 for ‘That Certain 
Woman’ on its second week at the 
Strand. ‘Woman’ remains three ex- 
tra days, house bringing in ‘Back in 
Circulation’ Saturday (2). 


‘Firefly,’ on a $2 run at the Astor, 
dipped sharply last week (3), ending 
up with only $7,700, but ‘Zola’ con- 
tinues to do nicely at the Hollywood, 
last week (6th) being $18,000. War- 
ners hope to keep ‘Zola’ going until 
around Jan. 1. No closing date u 
for ‘Firefly,’ but believed imminen 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Firefly’ (MG) (4th week). Having 
difficult time of it; only $7,700 last 
week (3d) and expected to blow 
after another week or so. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG). In here on first 
run at pop scales after prior $2 run 
at the Astor and good at $38,000, 
meaning holdover, though anticipa- 
tions had been for more. Last week, 
‘Big City’ (MG) failed to arouse 
much interest, under $20,000. 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99)—‘Love Takes Flight’ (GN). 
Hopes are not high this one will 
reach $7,000, mild. Last week, ‘Chan 
on Broadway’ (20th), $7,600. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Shang- 
hai Express’ (Par) (reissue). Old 
Dietrich starrer found ’em looking 
the other way; only about $5,000, 
poor, indicated. Prior first run of 
‘On Such a Night’ (Par), around the 
same figure. Management may try 
stage bands here but nothing set as 
yet. 

Globe (1,274; 25-50-65) — ‘Some- 
thing to Sing About’ (GN) (2d 
week). Cagney pic got nothing 
while Legion was in town, finishing 
first week at under $9,000 Sunday 
night (27) but may pick up gait a 
bit on second (current) for gross not 
far behind this sum. 

Hollywood (1,454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)\—‘Zola’ (WB) (7th week), 
Slackening up a little, last week 
(6th) being $18,000, but still very 
good and well away from a closing 





— 





‘Confession’ (WB) 
Charlie, Dance’ (WB). 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 


and ‘Dance, 





(600; 50)—‘Jeanne’ and ‘Loie Fuller 
| Ballet’ (2d wk). Still getting good 
|houses and should count $1,500, good, 
jafter $2,000 last week. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
‘Cinderella’ and ‘Antonia, Roman 
| Hongrois.’ House back to pre-sum- 
jmer biz and should gross around 
136.000, very good. Last week 
‘Blanchette’ and ‘Trois Artilleurs au 


'Pensionat’ got $6,500. 


date. May go through the Christmas 
holidays. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Varsity 
Show’ (WB) (2d run), and ‘Hide- 
away’ (RKO) (lst run), dualed, 
This twain may nudge up to $10,000, 
good, matching last week’s gross 
with ‘Road Back’ (U) (2d run) and 
‘On Again, Off Again’ (RKO) (lst 
run), 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 
—High, Wide’ (Par), plus Hudson- 
de Lange orchestra and Yacht Club 
Boys. Portion of draught ascribed 
to Yacht Clubbers for excellent $50,- 
000 first week ending last night 
(Tues.). Holds. Third week (ast 
week) for ‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) 
and Shep Fields, $36,000, very good. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 


and stage show. Under advance 
hopes but good at $85,000 and 
chances a second week. Last week 


the Legion held ‘Zenda’ (UA) (3d 
week) to $85,000, but immense this 
far down on the ruh. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55 )—‘Outlaws of 
Orient’ (Col) and ‘Carnival of 
Champs,’ fight compilation. High- 
lights of four big bouts not helping 
‘Orient,’ only about $6,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘40 Naughty Girls’ (RKO), the 
same. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Make a Wish’ (RKO). The Riv 
management is probably wishing it 
hadn’t bought this one; only around 
$8,000, very bad. Stays until Satur- 
day (2) when ‘Life of Party’ (RKO) 
comes in. Final (4th) week of ‘Dead 
End’ (UA), $22,000, good. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75 }—‘100 Men 
and Girl’ (U) (2d week). In spite 
of the Legion ground to smash $66,- 
500 last week (ist) and on second 
at hand will hit $50,000 or close to it, 
remaining a third. The other Dur- 
bin picture, ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) 
also went three weeks. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75 )—‘That Cer- 
tain Woman’ (WB) (2d week). 
Bette Davis-Fonda item hit good 
$24,000 last week (lst) but on hold- 
over is melting down badly, under 
$14,000. Remains three more days, 
‘Back in Circulation’ (WB) opening 
Saturday morning (2). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Vogues’ 
(UA) (2d run) and stage show head- 
ed by Enric Madriguera orchestra 
and Bert Frohman. It’s anniversary 
week here but nothing sensational 
is happening; at around $28,000, 
however, good. Last week, ‘Topper’ 
(MG) (2d run) and Chick Webb or- 
chestra, around $30,000. 


‘SOULS’ GOOD 
$19,500, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 28. 

Plenty tough this week and the 
boys are huddling in their offices 
trying to figure out why. Return of 
summerlike weather, night football 
and crowds flocking to the Presi- 
dent’s Cup Regatta are as good rea- 
sons as any, although there is some 
talk that it may be the beginning of 
the effects of a flock of new class 
nabes mushrooming through the out- 
skirts and suburbs. 

‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) is an easy 
leader and should do well, but con- 
sidering the type of opposition won't 
gross anythin like expectations. 
‘They Won't Forget’ (WB) had a 
sock build-up after critics’ preview 
but it won’t get above average. They 
want star names here. ‘100 Men and 
a Girl’ (U) is a surprise, word-of- 
mouth catching up with the crix 
raves and boosting the third week 
beautifully. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew) (3.424: 35-66)—~— 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) and 
vaude. Bob Crosby orch on stage 
and new Cagney angle heavily sold, 
but it won't better flop $15,000. Last 
week ‘Dear Miss Aldrich’ (MG) sad 
$16,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,244: 35-66)—‘Souls 
at Sea’ (Par) and vaude. Ina Ray 
Hutton aiding to make up the best 
pop bill in town and combo will 
take honors in a walk with good 
$19,500. Last week ‘It’s All Yours’ 
(Par) and Heidt band slipped to 
still good $19,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U) (3d week). Hold- 
ing to nice $7,000. Last week climbed 
over estimate to big $10.000. 

Met (WB) (1.853: 25-40)—‘They 
Won't Forget’ (WB). Heavy bally by 
crix cancelled by no marquee pull 











and will have to be content with 
average $4500. Last week ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (2d run) nice $5 000. 

Palace (Loew) (2.363: 35-55)— 


‘Dead End’ (UA). Swell notices. one 
sheet even giving it an editorial, but 
| won't better licht $14,000. T ast week 
|‘Double or Notins’ (Par) to- 
) bogganed to light $14.000. 
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Tommy Dorsey-Crosby Combo, Socko 


$37,000 in Hub; 


Boston, Sept. 28. 

Big guns this week are ‘Vogues’ 
at the Memorial and ‘Dead End’ at 
ths Orpheum and State. ‘Doubl- or 
Nothing,’ with Tom Dorsey band on 
the stage, is terrif at the Met, but 
not the Keith Boston with ‘Sat- 
urday’s Heroes’ and Milton Berle on 
stage. 

‘Something to Sing About,’ on 
dual, holds for a third week at the 
Hub. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO) _ and 
stage show, starring Milton Berle. 
Away off at $17,000 after a slow 
start. Last week ‘Naughty Girls’ 
(RKO) with Ozzie Nelson on stage, 
$17,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—Varsity Show’ (WB) (2d run) 
and ‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th) (ist 
run), double. Just marking time, 
about $4,000. Last week very good, 

7,000, for ‘Dodd Takes the Air’ 
(WB) (ist run) and ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) (ist run), dual. 

Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40) 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) and 
‘Killers at Sea’ (GN), dual (3d 
week). Aiming at satisfactory $4,500. 
Last week (2d) good $7,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘Vogues’ (UA) and ‘Lady 
Fights Back’ (U), dual. B.o. dyna- 
mite, shooting at good $18,000. Last 
week, third frame of ‘Thin Ice’ 
(20th) and ‘Annapolis Salute’ 
(RKO), double, very good $12,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—Double or Nothing’ (Par), 
with Tommy Dorsey on stage. Socko 


$37,000. Last week ‘That Certain 
Woman’ (WB) and _ “stage _ show, 
$21,600. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Can’t Last 
Forever’ (Col), dual. Hitting = 
brackets, around $18,000. Last wee 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), single, pleased 
with $15,700. ° - 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—Varsity’ Show’ (WB) (2d run) 
and ‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th), 
dual. Weak at $6,000. Last week 
socko $12,000 for ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) 
(2d run) and ‘Dodd Takes the Air’ 
(WB) (list run), double. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2d run) 
and ‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB) (ist 
run), dual, On the skids, around 
$4,500 for seven days. Last week 
‘Confession’ (WB) and ‘Wild and 
Woolly’ (20th) (both 2d _ run), 
double, $4,200, for six days. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50) 
—Dead End’ (UA) and ‘Can’t Last 
Forever’ (Col), dual. Very hefty, 
around $17,000 on .the fire. Last 
week ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) adequate 
$11,000. 


‘SING, FIGHT PIX 





$13,000, BALTO 





Baltimore, Sept. 28. 


Business is holding up in good 
shape this week, with all houses go- 
ing along at a sieady pace to fair 
returns. Hippodrome, playing a 
combo setup of ‘Something to Sing 
About’ (GN) and a stage presenta- 
tion built around the Big Apple 
craze, threw in an extra attraction 
with the showing of films taken at 
recent championship fights in which 
a local boy, Harry Jeffra won 
world’s batamweight title, garnering 
a pleasing $13,000. 

‘Double QOr Nothing’ (Par) at 
Keith’s got off to a good start, in- 
dicating a profitable $9,500, while fhe 
New is using all of its limited ca- 
pacity to give ‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ 
(20:h) a good $4,200 on the opening 
session, 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘Topper’ (MG). Build- 
ing in good style, with $11,500 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Broadway Mel- 
ody’ (MG), held up tairly well to 
$10,300, 


Hippedreme (Rappaport) (2,200: 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Something to 
Sing About’ (GN) plus stage review 
and fight pix in which local boy won 
world title, combining to turn in 
rosy $13,000. Last week, ‘Life of 
Pariy’ (RKO) plus vaude, $12,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500: 15- 
25-35-40-55)—"Double or Noth'ng’ 
(Par). Got off to good start and 
holding steady pace for $9,500. Last 
week, windup of 16 playing days for 
‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) to very hey- 
hey total of $23,090. 

New ‘Mechanic) (1,400: 
Using limited capacity to bang out 
$1,200, good profit. 


55) (2nd wk)—Souls at Sea’ (Par). 
Sol'd $8,000 after 
$14,000, 


‘Heroes -Berle 176 


Buffalo in Good Shape, 
‘Big City’ Neat at $10,000 


Buffalo, Sept. 28. 
Business is-running true to form 
here currently, with good grosses in 
most houses. Things -have subsided 
somewhat from the sensational tak- 





still plenty satisfactory. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA) (2d wk). Drew 
neat notices and moving along for 
probably $13,000. Last week as ex- 
pected; big at $15,500. 


Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Bad Guy’ (MG) and ‘Blonde 
Trouble’ (Par). Box office holding 


its own for okay $5,500. Last week 
‘Wild and Wooly’ (20th) and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th) (2d week), did all right 
at $5,600. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Big City’ (MGM). Snappy busi- 
ness being registered. and gross will 
probably better $10,000. Last week 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB) jumped over 
estimates and came in with fine 
$9,800. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)-—‘Thin 
Ice’ (UA) (2d run). Brought back 
and should do better than $7,500. 
Last week ‘Dead End’ (UA) (2d run), 
registered fine second week. $9.500. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Girl Said No’ (GN) and ‘Armored 
Cai’ (U). Off again currently to 
about $6,000. Last week ‘It’s All 
Yours’ (Col) and ‘Motor Madnass’ 
(Col) was excellent; nearly $8,500. 


MPLS. WEEPING; 
‘VARSITY’ $7,000, 
TOWN’S BEST 


Minneapolis, Sept. 28. 
This is another off week—the sec- 
ond in succession—and grosses are 
nose-diving to the lowest level in 
months. Top loop figure this week 
will be about $7,000 and the total 
first-run takings may not run much 


above $20,000—an amount that the 
Minnesota or Orpheum alone some- 
times garners. 

Again, absence of outstanding at- 
tractions seems to be the principal 
factor. However, a general business 
letdown also is being advanced as 
an explanation for the drop. Cool 
weather and the football season 
opening, with 48,000 attracted here 
to the Minnesota-North Dakota 
State football game, don’t help. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—‘Exclusive’ (Par) (2d run) split 
with dual first runs ‘Reported Miss- 
ing’ (U) and ‘Hopalong Cassidy 
Rides Again’ (Par). Looks like fair 
$1,000. Last week, ‘Last Train from 
Madrid’ (Par) spilt with ‘Midnight 
Madonna’ (Par) (2d runs) and last 
three days dual first runs ‘West- 
bound Limited’ (U) and ‘It Can’t 
Last Forever’ (Col), got $1,200, 
pretty good. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-40 )-—‘Love Under Fire’ (20th). 
Ameche-Young combination. and title 
luring some femme matinee trade, 
but will be lucky to exceed mild 











$4,500. Last week ‘Confession’ (FN) 
was $4,000, light. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55) —Varsity Show’ (FN). No 
raves here and having some trouble 
making the grade; light $7,000 indi- 
cated. Last week ‘Double or Noth- 
ing’ (Par) managed $10,500, fair. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 
25-35-40) —That Certain Woman’ 
(FN). Bette Davis a magnet, but 
reviewers’ pans and luke-warm re- 
ception from customers affecting the 
b.o.; mild $6,000 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Life of Party’ (RKO) only 
$4,000, poor. 


State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘Marry the Girl’ (WB) and 
‘London by Night’ (MG). ‘Battle of 


ings earlier in the month, but are | Champions fight film added, making 


lots of show for the money; en route 
to good $3,200. Last week ‘Think 
Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th) and ‘Blonde 
Trouble’ (Par), duals, pretty good at 


$3,000. 
Time (Berger) (290: 15-25)—‘39 
Steps’ (GB) (2d week). Reissue 


going along at fair $600 clip. Last 
week was $700. 

Uptown (Publix) (25-35)—‘Toast 
of New York’ (RKO). First nabe 
showing. Mild $2,800 in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Good Earth’ (MG), at 
$4,000, big. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Fire Over England’ (UA). No 
cast names and having tough sled- 
ding. Looks lixe poor $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Gow’ (Indie) out after four 
poor days, $400. 


‘HIGH, WIDE, HANDSOME’ 
$7,500 AND H.0. DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 28. 
‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ 

















| with us. 
| at -Grossinger’s in the Catskills and 
| the boys are just getting 
at the | American food. 





Too Nice Weather and Market Dent 


Frisco; 100 Men’ Alone OK, $16,500 





Osterman 
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we understand his relatives, the 
Hollywood Selznicks, are thinking of 
using him as a standin for Tarzan’s 
call. We caught him signing one of 
his Own tabs and asked why the 
owner should have to do such a 
thing. He answered, ‘Just want to 
check On who steals the most, me 
or the bartender.’ 

Visited the Expo on its closing 
night and bade farewell to the con- 
cessions whose owners already didn’t 
say goodbye to. Most of them 
stuck to the finish. We saw an ani- 
mal show which displayed a living 
250 pound turkey which weighed 50 
pounds more than the one we were 
in two years ago at the Fulton the- 
atre. Looked like a Thanksgiving 
dinner for Kate Smith. 

But to get back to the beautiful 
spot we were in, the Mayfair Ca- 
sino, we only regret they installed 
a two-week policy this season, al- 
though ‘we will have been there 
three. Johnny Hauser’s band is 
..they played all summer 


used to 
Shayne and Arm- 


Denham, is the biggest money-getter | strong ruin tradition by going right 


Standees were the rule Sunday. 


‘Varsity Show’ was pulled after a | 
‘Afri- , 
can Holiday’ is pulling better than | 


poor five days at the Denver. 


average at the Rialto, usually a sub- 
sequent. ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ may 
be held an extra week at the Broad- 
way because of its good gross in the 
third week at first runs. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 

‘King Solomon’s Mines’ (GB). No 


complaints at $3,500. Last week 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA) did a fine 
$5,500 and went to the Broadway. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Prisoner of Zenda’ (UA), following 
a week at each the Denver and 
Aladdin. Nice going at $3,000. Last 
week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) ran about 
even with the former week, doing a 
fine $4,500. ‘Ice’ was at the Broad- 


the Denver and Aladdin. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,500: 25-35- 
50)—‘High, Wide and Handsome’ 
(Par) at $7,500, fine. Last week 
“Wild Money’ (Par) and stage show 
was plenty good at $10,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and_6 stage 
band. Poor $4,000, and yanked on 
five days. Last week ‘It’s All Yours’ 
(Col) did a big $12,500, assisted by a 
stage show. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 25-35-40) 
—‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and ‘London 
by Night’ (MG). Good biz at $7.200. 
Last week ‘Big City’ (MG) and ‘Rid- 
ing on Air’ (RKO) did a neat $10,- 
000, being held three days to give 
the house a _ middle-of-the-week 
opening again. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000: 25-40)— 
‘Confession’ (FN) and ‘Think Fast. 
Mr. Moto’ (20th). Good. going at 
$3,000. Last week ‘Borneo’ (20th) 
eid the Girl’ (WB) did only 


Rialto (Fox) (900:.10-25)—‘African 
Holiday’ (Ind). Grabbing $1.700. 
which is big. House is usually a 
subsequent. 








Detroit, Sept. 28. 

Fairly quiet here currently, but 
everybody figures to come out nicely 
on the profit side. 

Wip-and-tuck affair for top coin 
between Michigan and Fox, former 
showing ‘Vogues of 1938’ plus 
Tommy Farr heading the vaude, and 
Fox playing ‘100 Men and Girl’ with 
Vince Barnett and Jack LaRue top- 
ping the stage show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Happened in Hollywood’ (Col) and 
‘League of Frightened Men’ (Col), 
dual. Figures for good $5,300. Last 
week $5,500 on ‘Can’t Have Every- 
thing’ (20th) (3d week) plus ‘Man 
Who Cried Wolf’ (MGM). former 





15-25-30- | 
40-55)—'Wifé, Doctor, Nurse’ (20:h). | 


Second week set. | 
Steniey (WB) (3.450; 15-25-30-49- | 


film being moved here after two 
sessions at the Fox. 

Fox (Indie) (5.000: 30-40-65 )—‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U) with Jack LaRue 
and Vince Barnett topping vaude. 
Off slowly, but perking for fine 
$27,000. Over $27,000, nice, last ses- 


| sion on ‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th) 
wow opener to| 


with Veloz and Yolanda on stage. 
Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 





‘Vogues, Tommy Farr 266; ‘100 Men, 
Barnett, La Rue, $27,000, Fine; Detroit 





30-40-65 )—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2d 
week). Looks like nice $9,000 for 
second session, following big $13,000 
last week. On this basis, opus fig- 
ures to stay a third weck. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Vo ues of 1938’ (UA) 
with Tommy Farr heading the stage 
show. Slow opening, but figures to 
grab a nice $26,000 on seven days. 
Around $26,000, neat, last stanza for 
‘Toast of New York’ (RKO) plus 
Major Bowes unit on stage. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 25-40)—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (3d 
week) plus ‘Slim’ (WB), dual. For- 
mer opus moved here after two ses- 
sions at the UA, giving the house a 
walloping $12,000. About $7,000, 
good, last stanza on ‘Confession’ 
(WB) (2d week) plus ‘When Thief 
Meets Thief’ (UA), 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Dead End’ (UA). 
Clipping off a good $12,000, and may 
hold for second session. Second ses- 
sion of ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) last 
week grabbed okay $9,000. following 
bumper first stanza of $16,700. 


way two weeks and a week at each | 





and will be held over a few days.| into their dances sans songs, and 


Freddy Craig, Jr., is truly a mental 
wizard...remembering 10. things at 
one‘ time. This kid has a _ better 
memory than Milton Berle’s mother. 

Rube Bernstein, handling Billy 
Rose’s affairs, goes with Rose’s 
‘Show of Shows’ and after launching 
that joins Jane Cowl as manager in 
her new play. We caught Rube 
yelling through a big speaker at the 
Expo telling the folks about the 
Aquacade. ‘New York hasn’t got 
it...Europe hasn’t got it but Cleve- 
land’s got it...what are you going 
to do with it?’ The answer the night 
we saw it was—capacity. There’s 
something of a career...Bernstein, 
from burlesque to Walter Huston to 
Weismuller to Cowl in one genera- 
tion. 

‘Tovarich’ opens the dramatic sea- 
son here and one of the natives 
asked us if it would be presented in 
Jewish. We told them Molly Picon 
and John Halliday left the cast in 
New York, but they’re trying to get 
Vera Gordon and Violinsky for the 
road. 

Well, that about cleans up Cleve- 
land and in view of the prison 
breaks since we have been here, it 
could stand a little. They have a 
new rule in the county jail here... 
a cell for the prisoner and two ad- 
joining cells for visitors. Makes it 
easier to chat and exchange little nic 
nacs. Four escaped so far this week 
with prospects for next week 
brighter. 


Admish Must Up 


(Continued from page 7) 

















|}and what is regarded as good judg- 


ment. Any blanket order to tilt the 
tariffs everywhere might be dis- 
astrous, but any situation where the 
product and conditions appear to 
warrant an increase, it is either be- 
ing done or, at the moment, is under 
consideration, Home offices of 
chains favor the tilting of prices 
anywhere possible and are encour- 
aging partners or affiliated circuits 
toward such a ggal. 

In 75% of the Washington, D. C., 
theatres where Loew’s, RKO and 
Warners, plus independents, operate 
the scales have been increased with 
arrival of fall weather. Other cities 
where increases are being tried in- 
cludes Louisville, Chicago, Min- 
neapolis, Salt Lake City and Phila- 
delphia. Joe Bernhard, WB theatre 
chieftain, is one who takes the posi- 
tion that the theatre is justified in 
seeking more since in every other 
commodity prices have jumped. At 
a meeting of Warner Bros. zone 
managers a few weeks ago the ques- 
tion of increases at the b.o. was the 
topic for considerable discussion but, 
as in other chain quarters, no 
blanket order was issued. Admis- 
sion-conscious for some time now, 
Warners has been adding a nickel 
here and there where it thought the 


Regionally Handled 


+ 








San Francisco, Sept. 28. 
Summer weather, reopening of 
schools and the stock market dip are 
taking their toll of business in the 
houses here this week. 
‘One Hundred Men and a Girl’ 
alone is bucking the general trend, 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (Cohen) 1,512; 35-55-75) 
‘Stella Dallas’ (4th week). House has 
had a tough time trying to buck ithe 
United Artists by playing this pic- 
ture day and date. The Embassy’s biz 
has consisted mostly of overflow. 
Expect to do better with ‘Stella’ in 
the fourth week now that it has 
folded at the other house. Looks like 
$3,500. Last week was pretty bad, 
$2,500. 

Fox (F-WC) (5.000; 35-55-75)— 
‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par) 
and ‘Hot Water’ (20th). Paramount 
will probably take a beating on this 
musical, which had a disappointing 
opening, with little signs of better 
ahead. Looks like moderate $17,000. 
Last week ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and 
‘Holy Terror’ did disappointing 
$16,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55- 
75)—‘Music for Madame’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Although Nino Martini is a 
better name than most of those 
which grace the Golden Gate mar- 
quee, ‘Music for Madame’ is not up 
the Gate’s alley. Mug house, which 
caters to the town’s only vaude 
crowd, goes for sturdier stuff. Even 
with exclusive showing here of the 
‘Battle of the Champions’ a poor 
$13,500. Last week ‘Flight from 
Glory’ (RKO) did $14,000, which was 
oke, considering. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 35-55-75} 
—100 Men and Girl’ (U) and ‘Coun- 
sel for Crime.’ Durbin picture 
holding up better during the first 
few days of the initial «tanza than 
‘Lost Horizon,’ previous topper set 
for a nice $16,500. Last week (4th) 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) did an amazing 
$7,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—Big City’ (MGM) and ‘Talent 
Scout’ (WB) (2nd week). Looks 
like a profitable $9,000, after a bet- 
ter than expected first week. Last 
week this pair did oke $16,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 55-75- 
$1.50)—‘Zola’ (WB) (2nd week). Re- 
sponse to the Paul Muni picture for 
Warners has been a disappointment, 
Expected building power has failed 
to materialize. Last week it did 
$10,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75 )—‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA). Got 
off to a tough start when it opened 
on one of the warmest days of the 
With the weather against it, 


year. 
Technicolor fashion picture may 
be held to $10,000, but good. Last 


week (3rd) ‘Stella Dallas’ did $5,000. 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-55-75) 
—‘Doctor, Wife, Nurse’ (20th) and 
‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB). Had ex- 
pected great biz, but will have to be 
satisied with mild $9,000 on the 
holdover. Last week $16,000. 





certain houses in various keys but 
not others, experimentation being 
with such theatres as it is felt might 
stand a boost at this time. A. H. 
Blank, operating in the Illinois-lowa- 
Nebraska territory is adding on @ 
nickel or more here and there and 
in the New England territory vari- 
ous theatres are attempting to assess 
the public a bit more for film. 

Most of the south and west have 
been slow to experiment with higher 
prices, but with bumper crops this 
year in these territories, operators 
are hoping to be able to mect added 
rental and other costs through stiffer 
ticket costs. In the Illinois-Indiana 
territory there have been a consider- 
able number of increases of a minor 
nature. The Great States chain in 
this territory is toying with the idea 
of making the public dig a little 
deeper this season, In labor-stricken 
areas or situations where local con- 
ditions for other reasons make in- 
creases dangerous, the operators are 
viewing chances very carefully. 

In New York, the No. 1 key of the 
country, there have been only a few 
raises in levies. Of the larger 
houses, only the Roxy has boosted its 
top admission, minor kites elsewnere 
being at morning mat hours or other 
times. 





Pitt’s Tilt 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 
First tilt in admission scales here 
in more than a year has just been 


announced by Alvin, Harr:s_ site 
hiking night top from 40c. to 50c. 
Raise, however, gives house only 


nickel more since 5c. of that goes 
for taxes. 


public would accept it but this cir- Unlikely, however, that Alvin 
| cuit as well as Paramount and oth-|move will launch a general raise 
| ers, plus independents, have experi- | among first-runs. That price brings 
l'enced some cases where increases | house to the Penn's level. with only 
| had to be dropped. | Fulton and Warner now sticking to 


40c. Stanley, with combo policy of 


Paramount has upped scales for' pix and flesh, gets 60c. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 








to Concentrate on 20th’s 
~ Anzac Interests Exclusively: 
Resigns Hoyts; Latter’s S-D Deal 


+ 








vr 


FRENCH, DUTCH FILM 


Sydney, Sept. 28. 
Stanley Crick, local head of 20th 
Century-Fox, has resigned as chair- 


man of the board of Hoyts and a di- 
rector of General Theatres, and will 
devote his entire time strictly to 20th | Rome, Sept. 17. 
in the future. ; 

Booking deal between Hoyts and | 
Snider-Dean is all ready for signa-| Production, ‘Naple au Baiser de Feu’ 
ture and will include the following | (Naples 
theatres at present controlled by| for which are being taken at Capri. 
S-D: Saint James, Brisbane; Lyceum, | Augusto Genina is directing this pic, 
Melbourne; Mayfair, Sydney, and| in which Tino Rossi is starring. 

ae } : 
His Majesty's, Perth. a _— i 

Hoyts will handle the film buying| being turned in a double 
for these houses for a period of 10| Giulio Manenti is the producer. 
years, plus buying pix for its own| Luisa Ferida will be the Italian 
vast chain. This will not interfere | femme star and Annie van Duin will 
in any way with the indie operation | be starred in the Dutch version. 
of Snider-Dean in its own indie nabe| Script was written by the Dutch 
houses, but will simply give Hoyts} Zekendorff and _ translated into 
a better city coverage. | Italian by two w.k. Italian play- 

With Hoyts splitting away from | Wrights, Gherardo Gherardi and C. V. 
Greater Union in General Theatres | Ludovici. Kurt Gerro will be di- 
the first of the year, Hoyts will be| rector for both versions, but Giorgio 
left with more product than it can| Ferroni will help with the Italian 


handle itself, especially in the cities. | 


| part. 
Thus, the booking deal will be a | 
gonsiderable help in that it will not | 
only take care of the excess film | 
footage contracted but will enable | 


Hoyts to continue outbidding Great- 








version. 











| 

er Union for product. 
Management board of the booking | 
ombine will consist of Leon Snider, | 
Boorse Dean, Ken Asprey and} 
harles Munro. 





U. S. Pix Tops at Hague; 
No More German Films 


| Tokyo, Sept. 28. 

Finance Office has banned foreign 
| film imports indefinitely. Not cer- 
tain what procedure will be taken 
as regards the films en route here. 
There is sufficient product on hand 
to do until January. 

All coin remains stymied here, 
with no hope of getting it back to 
the home offices for the time being. 


Tokyo, Sept. 6. 





The Hague, Sept. 17. 

Nearly all picture-houses here 
and in Amsterdam opened the new 
season with American pictures. At 
The Hague are ‘Personal Property’ 
(MG), ‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ 
(MG), ‘Ex-Mrs. Bradford’ (WB), 
‘Green Light’ (WB). In Amsterdam: 
‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th-Fox), 
‘She Met Him in Paris’ (Par), ‘There | 








Goes My Girl’ (Radio); ‘This Is My| Although the Manchuokuo gov- 
Affair’ (20th-Fox). |ernment has definitely decided to 
City theatres in Amsterdam andj|take over distribution of all pix 


product for that country, commenc- 
ing next December, it may have a 
tough time making a go of it. Amer- 
ican distribs here, with the ap- 
proval of their respective home of- 


The Hague did good business with 
the English Dietrich picture ‘Knight 
Without Armor,’ though the critics 
unanimously panned it. 

It appears more and more clearly 


that American pictures, especially | fices, have decided to withhold all 
the comedies, have all the public} Product. 
support. German pictures, a few Inability to rely on American 


product would, in itself, be a big 
hurdle for the new distributing 
channel to overcome, but because 
40% of the product used in Man- 
chuokuo is Chinese, present hostili- 
ties will cut off that source, leaving 
the new government organ with but 
Jap pix, representing only 20% of 
the total requirements. 

Because of the extremely close con- 
nection between the governments of 
Japan and Manchuokuo, many here 
feel that the take-over of distribu- 
tion in Manchuokuo by the govern- 
ment, is a trial-horse and, if suc- 
cessful, will result in a similar move 
in Japan. This would present a 
considerable problem to the Amer- 
icans, who would then face the prob- 
iem of continuing to do business 
under distasteful conditions, or aban- 
don the market to Europeans, who 
wouldn’t be so squeamish. 

Understood that the U. S. Dept. 
of State and the Hays org. have gone 
on record as approving the action 
of the distribs here in withholding 
product. 


years ago very much in demand, are 
out of the running and there are 
only a few French pictures, the best 
ones, imported. 


New MG Durban House 


Durban, Sept. 2. 

New Metro theatre here opened 
with ‘After the Thin Man.’ 

New building is one of the town’s 
sights and on opening was capacity. 
Locals seem to like the new house, 
which looks to be a success. M. 
Davis, new general manager of S. A. 
for MG, attended the preem, plus a 
lot of celebs. 











Argentine Pic in Paris 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 21. 

Argentine film production will be 
shooting, for the first time, in 
Europe. Lumiton Production Co. is 
sending two cameramen, Alfredo 
Traverso and John Emer, to Paris to 
do exteriors for its forthcoming pro- 
duction, ‘Argentinos en Paris’ (‘Ar- 
gentines in Paris’). 

Manuel Romero directs the pic 
aad cast includes Florencio Parra- 
Vieino, Irma Cordoba, Tito Lusiardo 
and Enrique Serrano. 


Ed Perkins in Tokyo 


Tokyo, Sept. 8. 





New Ambrose Film with 


Richman and Flo Desmond 


London, Sept. 19. 

Vogue Films, Howard Walsh's com- 
pany, is in action again. Just set Bert 
Ambrose for film titled ‘Kicking the 
Moon Around,’ from an original by 
Tom Geraghty. Supporting Ambrose 
are Harry Richman, Florence Des- 

Ed Perkins, publicist of Los An-|™on and Evelyn Dall, the perma- 
Seles, arrived here last week and is| Ment crooner in the Ambrose band, 
arranging a concert tour for Maritza | Who is having a star part written for 
Seiler, harpist. First date set is | her- 
Meiji S-imei Kaikan, Sept. 21. After | This means Miss Desmond will 
Playing Osaka, Kyoto and Kobe, she | probably not go into the ‘Ziegfeld 
Will go to Hongkong and Manila for | Follies’ on Broadway, for which she 
S€veral dates, | was signed by the Shuberts. 

Perkins, while here, expects to | Picture starts shooting in October 
huddle with Shochiku on the idea of | at the Pinewood Studios, with Ar- 
developing a plan for conducting a|thur Wood directing. Michael Carr 
Publicity campaign in Europe and|and James Kennedy of the Peter 
America for export product, if and | Maurice Music Co. have written the 
when made by Shochiku. | music. 








Kissed by Fire’), exteriors | 


Other film is a Dutch-Italian pic | 
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Just Goes to Show 





Vienna, Sept. 17. 

Members of the Austrian cen- 
sorship board told Eduard Weil, 
film distributor, he need not 
bother with subtitles on Sacha 
Guitry’s ‘Faisons un Reve’ 
(‘Let Us Dream’) and that they 
would pass on it if shown the 
original French copy. This was 





done and the censors okayed 
the film. 

Weil then spent $1,000 print- 
ing up subtitles and another 
$1,000 for publicity. Then the 


TWO NEW STUDIOS 





| 
| 





| 


} 


Two foreign pics are being made| 
: : a } 
in Italy at present. One is a French | 








GOING UP IN B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 13 

Argentine film production is tak- | 
ing another step forward. Studios of 
Establecimientos Filmadores Argen- | 
tinos having been inaugurated, two | 
other projects for studio units will 


film was shown a second time. 
This time the called | 
the story ‘immoral’ and prohib- 
ited it in toto. 

Humorous side of it all: Cen- 
sors understand French only 
with German subtitles. 


censors 











Tragic side of it all: Weil is Get aie 
out $2,000 | Shortly be realized. 
, ; Argentina Sono Film, most im-| 
portant local producing company, 


date has worked on 
Suitable con- 


which up to 
PARIS NIT R |}small sets without 
veniences, is building new studios 
on the grounds of the Jockey Club | 
Isidro, a Buenos Aires} 


jat San 
SEASON OFF | suburb. 
Another producing company, Cine- 
matografia Iguazu, whose first pic- 


ture ‘Los Locos del Cuarto Piso’ 


| 
| 
| 


(‘Zanies of the Fourth Floor’) is} 
ready for release, is constructing 
studios at Loma de Zamora, near 
Buenos Aires. Intends to make six 
pictures during the coming season. 
Roberto Castellani has been appoint- 
ed managing director of this com- 
pany. 


THERE MAY BE 
SOME PIX FOR 
GUT. YET 


Sydney, Aug. 31. 
Picture people here are trying to 
figure out what product Charles 
Munro, Hoyts, hooked in N. Y. Pic 


Paris, Sept. 21. 
the nightie life in 
With 
those who are back from vacation 
and again getting settled for the 
winter, night life begins again apace 
and first appearances look as though 


Fall swing in 
this town has begun to strut. 





the town is going to step a faster 
pace this coming season than for 
many years. 

First opening of major importance 
was that of Max Spiro’s Bagatelle, 
former stand of the old Montmartre, 
but catering to the same uppity-up 
crowd which was given its initial 
opening earlier this year when Hay- 
ward Powers’ Society Band was 
brought over. 

This season’s opening was just as 
much on the upgrade, with custom- 


ers coming in evening dress or not ag h é 
; ; : age |mob is also guessing as to what will 
being admitted. What is left of |happen when Walter Hutchinson 











|} it was to be 





Powers’ band is now batoned by |, .° : ‘ 
Ford Harrison who, with two other wen” Petts Shain eet beck 
members of the original band, is Seems “tei N Y, tis, inciders. said 
holding one side of the stand, while | that ne’d tied up everything—20th- 
Serge Glykson, with Jerry Mengo Hou, Werner. Unk, Celemnin. BED 
vocaling and bearing down on the plas UA ond that omnia vilans 
drums, is on the other side. Bands| 1g have to scrape around with 
as presently composed are just about the British and indie stuff 
equal, both turning out swing and Now, it’s tipped thet Universat 
tango to the liking of the steppers, may swing over to GUT, and that 
and both liked. P : the UA contract was only made to 
The Townsends, in from South| waver General Theatres in case a 
America, but American, are the only 


attraction offered. On opening night long-termer went through, Which 

See 'p eg it won’t. Such being the case, it 

couple stepped — ag Ly > 1; | Would place GUT in, a healthier po- 

tnd ot which “licked protons alae sition ditogether, especially since 

; 4 P ~~" * | Columbia, too, is said to be ready to 

If opening night is any indication trade with GUT, and it has been 

of what is to follow, this club is set} mentioned that 20th-Fox would still 

to catch the best biz of the nighters like to see some of its ace pix 

this season. spotted into the State, Sydney, 
which is GUT’s show-window. 


Liebeskind Enroute 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 13. 
Nat Liebeskind, general manager 
of RKO in Argentine, left Buenos 
Aires yesterday (12) for New York, 
in order to take part in a RKO sales 
convention, 
He is due back here Nov. 17. 








Paula Singerman Home 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 21. 

Paula Singerman, locally’ w.k. 

stage actress, is expected back here 

Sept. 30 from N. Y., after two years’ 

absence, to play at the Teatro Na- 
cional with a local cast. 

Opening night is fixed for Oct. 7. 








Dance’ Day and Dated in Two Jap 
Chains; Points to End of Big Feud 





Tokyo, Sept. 28. 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) has been 
day and dated in all Shochiku and 
Toho theatres. This is not only un- 
usual as a booking, but is important 
in that it points to a conciliation be- 
tween two big Japanese chains 

which have been feuding bitterly. 

Tokyo, Sept. 8. 
Richard D. Spierman, w.k. in the 
pix biz in Latin America, has as- 
sumed management of the RKO of- 
fices in Japan, replacing F. A. Ken- 
nedy, who has left Japan for Amer-|to smooth out the differences be- 
ica. Spierman also assumes the of-| tween Toho and Shochiku, seem to 
fice of chairman of the American | have been stymied, as no announce- 


by both Toho and Shochiku for the 
past six months. RKO, heretofore 
tied to Toho for release, will in the 
future service only Shochiku houses, 
Spierman having closed a contract 
with Kichizo Chiba, Shochiku’s for- 
eign manager. 

Under the new setup, Metro, 20th- 
Fox, Towa Shoji, Saneisha, United 
Artists and RKO are aligned with 
Shochiku, while Paramount, Uni- 
versal, Warners and Columbia are 
tied to Toho, 

Efforts, made several weeks ago, 





Motion Picture Assn., vacated by! ment has been made regarding a 
Kennedy. | rapprochement. Because of present 
Change of management _ also| aggravated situation here, due to the 


brought about a change of RKO’s/| Sino-Japanese hostilities, it isn’t 
status in the alignment of foreign | likely that the two outfits will con- 


That Was a Swell Dream the French 
Had About a $1,000,000 Ultra-Ultra 
Film—But They F orgot About Money 


Paris, Sept. 19. 
First try of the French govern- 
ment to give a helping hand to pic- 
ture production in this country has 
collapsed almost as completely as a 
punctured balloon. 


Announced 
splurge, 
initial 


here with a. great 
way back in February, the 
outburst has dwindled to a 
mere trickle and it now seems dubi- 
ous if the great revolutionary film 
planned to be one of the chief at- 
tractions of the expo will be finished 
by the time the big show folds up. 

At the time the plan came to light, 
the largest and most 
magnificent thing this country had 
ever seen by way of picture produc- 
tion. Government itself was to make 
an initial cash advance, and the huge 
amounts to be spent were to be cov- 
ered by public subscription. Too, 
practically every known writer, mu- 
Sician, actor and actress in the en- 
tire country was to contribute 
something to the making of the film. 

To be called ‘La Marseillaise,’ film 
was to be realized under a co-op 
form within the framework of the 
Syndicate General des Travailleurs 
de l’Industrie du Film, with the 
patronage of the Comite de Coordi- 
nation du Film of the French Fed- 
eration of Labor. All of this was 
approved by the Popular Front gov- 
ernment, then headed by Leon Blum, 
and the three parties making up the 
Popular Front. Pic was to retrace 
the French Revolution and show 
how the Frenchman himself is the 
master of his own country. 

What has actually happened is 
something entirely different. Pro- 
duction under the direction of Jean 
Renoir, as originally planned, has 
begun, but whole story has been 
changed and a great deal of that 
large-scale grandioseness is to be 
omitted. 

One of the reasons given for omit- 
ting ‘all of that’ is that the picture 

(Continued on page 61) 





$3500,000 IN 
ITALIAN PROD. 


—_—_——_— 


Rome, Sept. 17. 

Official statistics published on the 
amount of capital invested in the 
Italian film industry show a big in- 
crease for last year. 

In the season 1935-'36, the first one 
after the state stepped in to help the 
cinema, capital invested was rough- 
ly $2,000,000, which was over twice 
as much as the investment in the 
previous season. This time, the 
capital invested is over $3,500,000, a 
good setup considering that during 
part of this period sanctions and the 
burning of the CINES | studios 
cramped Italian production. 


Regular G-B Dividend 
Will Be Paid Sept. 30 


London, Sept. 28. 

Holders of Gaumont-British cumu- 
lative first preference shares will re- 
ceive their regular half-yearly divi- 
dend on Sept. 30. 

Payment on the preference divi- 
dend due last March was held up 
pending the outcome of the injunc- 
tion applied for by shareholders, 
claiming the dividend was not earn- 
ed. The injunction was denied and 
payment was made in early April, 











Satire on Hollywood 
By Actress in Brazil 


Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 18, 

Following a lightning visit to Hol- 
lywood, Dulcina de Moraes, pop 
young Brazilian actress, has decided 
to produce a satiric play on the cus- 
toms of America’s filmland before 
departing for New York to perform 
in legit next winter. 

Interesting point of the play will 
be a motion picture scene with ae- 
tors as the audience on stage, pro- 
viding dval entertainment and intro- 





distribs which has been maintained | tinue the feud, however, 


ducing a novelty for the Rio public. 
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PARAMOUNT NEWSREEL 
Celebrates 10th Anniversary 


Screen Reporting with ‘‘Voice Staff’ of 
Nine_Nationally Known Radio Commentators, headed by Gabriel Heatter. 


GABRIEL HEATTER, Chief of Paramount 4 
Newsreel “‘ Voice Staff.”’ Vibrant, 
dynamic personality. No one bet- 
ter than he at mixing big news with 
colorful human-interest stories. 
Selected by Women’s National 
Radio Committee of 20,000,000 
club women as Radio News Com- 
mentator No. 1. Commercially 
sponsored by more evening adver- 
tisers than any other news com- Ne 
mentator on the air. 








Wednesday, September 29, 1937 
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tors will be the voices behind spot news for the Paramount Newsreel. 
These keen-voiced gentlemen are Sidney Walton, Joseph Boley and Mark 
Hawley, Walton at one time was identified with WBAL (Baltimore) as 
news editor and commentator. Later joined WHN (New York) where 






Triumvirate to Cover Spot News. Trio of well known radio commenta< 


* oh 3 


JOSEPH BOLEY MARK. HAWLEY 


he wrote and presented his own news program. Boley was staff an- 
nouncer for WJAS (Pittsburgh) and later at KQV. Hawley, with con- 
siderable experience as announcer on some of America’s greatest stations, 
is now transatlantic news commentator over WOR, with largest local 
audience in the country. 


















. 
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BOB CARTER covers horse racing. Started life as an aviator. Did about 
ten years of newspaper work. Has announced sports, special events and 
fiews at WODA, WNJ, WOV, WIP. Now assistant chief on WMCA. 


GREGORY ABBOTT will specialize on disasters, war and tragedy, Has been 
with the Paramount Newsreel since 1931, Has also been announcer on 
Rae stations WOR and WMCA, When he’s not describing events for 
he newsreel, he spends his time singing and composing songs in con- 


hection with his work as a church soloist. 


JOE BOLTON will cover baseball, track events, college athletics. Is sports 
announcer for WCAU (Philadelphia) and staff announcer at WOR (New 
ork). Has large following for his own program —‘‘The Man About 


40wn.”” Varies the monotony of life by Mc-ing nationally sponsored 
tadio programs, 
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FRANK 
those from the British Empire. Handles important air programs for WOR and 
the Mutual System, and is a keen student of international politics. 


BILL SLATER owns the “voice” behind the football games. Has been doing 
sports broadcasting for more than seven years, and is rated as an expert 
commentator on track and field events, baseball, hockey, boxing, football, 
basketball, polo, swimming and tennis. For past three years has broadcast 
all major football games over NBC 


a 3 donyesiitainnnnnenes ocananape cegncsittistntt 


“PARAMOUNT NEWSREEL, as always, 
concentrates on service’... 


“Service above everything 
else,” states Paramount 
Newsreel Editor A. J. 
Richard as his organi- 
zation starts second de- 
cade of achievement. 


**We believe exhibitors and 
the public want news 
presentation to be the 
primary function of a newsreel. We are not depart- 
mentalizing the news. We have selected these nine 
specialists from radio because we feel that their 
voices will lend added impetus and audience interest 
to photographed news happenings.” 
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Life Begins in College 


(MUSICAL) > 
20th Century-Fox release of Harold Wil- 
gon production, Stars Ritz Bros. ; features 
Joan Davis, ‘Tony Martin, Gloria Stuart, 
Fred Stone. Directed by W illiam A, Seiter. 
Screenplay, Karl Tunberg and Don Ett- 
linger, from _ stories by Darrell _ Ware. 
Songs, Lew Pollack-Sidney D. Mitchell; 
Charles Tobias, Al Lewis, and Murray 
Mencher: Ritz Bros. material and numbers 
by Sidney Kuller, Ray Golden and Samuel 
Pokrass; dances, Nick Castle, Geneva 
Sawyer; film editor, Louis Loeffler; asst. 
director, Charles Hall; musical direction, 
Louis Silvers; camera, Kobert Planck. 
Reviewed in Projection cg N. Y., Sept. 
24. °37. Running time, 90 mins. 
Ritz BrotherS....--4.seeeseeeeee Themselves 


Me cons obs eeauensesdeeteolegeum Joau Davis 
nad & ider Sa Per er rrre Ty. Tony Martin 
Janet O'’Hara.....--.-eeeeeees Gloria Stuart 
Coach O' Hard... ceeesseessevese Fred Stone 
George Black.....- iets es cae Pendleton 
Bob Hayner ikagteedend@an Dick Baldwin 
eT a rere 
Ta ctw he Fee censisavetods Dixie Dunbar 
Radio Announcer...........Ed Thorgersen 
Oliver Stearns, Sr......eseeeeeeee Jed Prouty 
Whean MOSH. cc ccccccccccccvds Maurice Cass 
Miss Murphy...... ....-Marjorie Weaver 
TT, Bawin Cabot. .....cccceeest JI. Cc. Nugent 
Ollie Stearns.........--..-Elisha Cook, Jr. 
DRI, . vc.cdeeedmy s4 cxbecedeas Robert Lowery 
rer res eee Lon Chaney, Jr. 
Se ee cere ree .Fred Kohler, Jr. 
Emmy end Mary Lou......Brewster Twins 
Goach  PuUrkC ci vscccccteas Charles Wilson 
Acting Captain.......ccccerces Frank Sully 
WORE. Lesiccdvaccedovcdeve Robert Murphy 
Feferee........--+-++---+++s Norman Willis 





The Ritz Bros. soar to stardom in 
‘Life Begins in College,’ the pro- 
duction that was to have been the 
‘1937 Pigskin Parade.’ It marks them 
them as stellar comedy stars a la 
the Marxmen. Totally different in 


central story content from ‘You 
Can’t Have Everything,’ which 
prompted this bigger opportunity, 


current entry of collegiate and the 
gridiron capers finds them running 
rampant to another box office touch- 
down. 


This would panic ‘em normally 
but coinciding with the football sea- 
son it’s timely b. o. The Darryl 
Zanuck comedy recipe for this trio 
still is highly effectual. The picture 
gets away from the onus of having 
too much football stuff, that merely 
serving as the peg to hang most of 
the developments. 

Practically the entire production 
depends on the Ritzes. Tony Mar- 
tin is back again to sing but aside 
from Gloria Stuart and Fred Stone, 
who may be recognized, there is not 
a strong name in support. Producers 
decided that the Ritz trio would 
suffice if deftly handled, that’s the 
treatment they got, and they come 
through in great style. 

The freres Ritz first appear as 
student tailors with a record of seven 
years in school and seven on the 
football bench. Then they’re seen 
in a madcap rhumba specialty; as 
newly rich undergrads bracing the 
dean for a favor; as footballers who 
help the enemy more than their 
teammates; as an Indian burlesque 
troupe, and then as hokum Spirit of 
°76 boys. 

Dialog is crisp, and much to Karl 
Tunberg and Don Ettlinger’s credit. 
Seiter’s direction sets a heady pace 
and maintains the tempo. 

Outside of the Ritz Bros., Nat Pen- 
dleton’s interpretation of the Indian 
grid star is standout, Joan Davis, 
comedienne, serving as his principal 
foil, especially excellent in that 
goofy Indian powwow song and 





dance. She’s inclined to grimace a 
bit too much in reaching for laughs 
at other times. Fred Stone as the 
coach, Gloria Stuart as the co-ed in 
love with Dick Baldwin, football 
captain who, incidentally, is an ac- 
ceptable juvenile, all register. Joan 
Marsh is the campus vamp. Tony 
Martin, spotted as band leader, fig- 
ures only as the singer of one song. 
¥d Thorgersen, Movietonews’ reg- 
ular sports narrator, does the foot- 
ball radio announcer, and Maurice 
Cass and Dixie Dunbar are incidental. 

‘Why Talk About Love?’ (Pollack- 
Mitchell), ‘Sweet Varsity Sue,’ ‘Big 
Chief Swing It,’ and ‘The Rhumba 
Goes Collegiate’ all have good 
chance to catch on. Kuller-Golden- 
Pokrass also did meritoriously with 
the special numbers for vee a 

ear, 


The Bride Wore Red 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Metro release of Joseph L. Mankiewicz 
roduction, Stars Joan Crawford; features 
ranchot Tone, Billie Burke, Robert 
Young, Reginald Owen. Directed by Dor- 
othy Arzner. From play by Ferenc Mol- 
nar; screenplay by Tess Slesinger and Brad- 
bury Foote; musical score by Franz Wax- 
man; song. ‘Who Wants Love,’ by Wax- 
man and Gus Kehn: dances, Val Raset; 






camera, George Folsey; film editor, Adri- 
enne Fazin; asst. director, Edward 
Westwood, Sept. 22, '37. Running time, 100 
mins. 

Era 0.< bbb044060 6605 6000065 Joan Crawford 
| Pr erirrre rrr rs T Franchot Tone 
DEE Deh wcddaseseesaebtcens Robert Young 
Contessa di Meina............ Billie Burke 
PT reer Reginald Owen 
Maddelena Monti............. Lynne Carver 
Count Armalia........66.e06- George Zucco 
DER ceceeestsbadendedbesees Mary Phillips 
DUMNEEE 6 0006 56606 0b ic be dbs oceens Paul Porcasi 
PICUIO. cwccseceacecssccsccvess Dickie Moore 
BIDET s oc cvccccccescevscscese Frank Puglia 





Joan Crawford talks about the tall 
pine trees, the cold morning air at 
sunrise, the emerald lake in the val- 
ley and the stars in the milky way. 
She turns those big eyes on the won- 
ders of the firmament and discovers 
poetry. It’s not very good poetry, 
and the star of ‘Untamed,’ ‘Possessed’ 
and ‘Dancing Daughters’ has a hard 
assignment in this film to make the 
audience believe it could all happen. 
Maybe she doesn’t believe it herself. 

It is a Cinderella story about a 
tough little girl who sings for a liv- 
ing in an Italian waterfront cafe. 
She is the worst of a bad lot, which 


is the reason why Count Armailia, 
who combines a liking for practical 
joking with some very good lick at 
roulette, selects her for two weeks 
vacation at a swanky mountain re- 
sort where she lives in luxury, all 
expenses paid. From the window of 
her suite she glimpses the mountain 
heights and the valley depths. In 
the branch of a fir tree close at hand 
is a family of little nestlings. 

The Count figures it would be a 
great hoax on some of his friends if 
they meet Anni from the low dump 
when she is all dressed up in the 
finest clothes which Paris offers. He | 
wants to prove his point that ali | 
people are born free and equal; that 
environment is a matter of luck. 
Everything seems to turn out just 





as he planned it. Anni falls in love 
with a nice young man, already en- | 
gaged, and it occurs to her that if | 
she snags him before her credit at 
the hotel runs out, she will be sit- | 
ting pretty, so to speak, relieved of | 
the necessity to return to the former 
life of singing to bad accompani- 
ment for the sailors. Then she meets 
a young peasant, the village postman, 
and her emotions become strangely 
mixed. The youth explains to her 
the beauties of nature, the loveli- 
ness of mountain flowers, the song 
of brooks and the sighs of tall, sen- 
tinel-like pines. Little Anni gets all 
confused. 

The Count sends his high-toned 
friends a wire which telis them the 
truth about Anni and where she 
came from. They give her the shoul- 
der and the hotel manager says some 
very nasty things. There is nothing 
left for Anni but the long road back 
home. That is, until the peasant 
agen overtakes her, places her in 

is eart and life starts anew. 

‘The Bride Wore Red’ is alleged 
to be derived from a play by Ferenc 
Molnar. Screenplay is by Tess Sles- 
inger and Bradbury Foote. Direction 
is by Dorothy Arzner and the pro- 
duction is nearly perfect pictorially 
and in every technical respect. 
Scenes in the mountain resort are 
lovely visions which the camera 
translates into a series of beautiful 
landscrapes. There are charming 
ensembles of Italian mountaineer 
folk at a festival where the singing 
and dancing are pleasant to watch. 
There is everything in the film ex- 
cept a chance for Miss Crawford to 
be herself and flash some of that 
personality which has taken her to 
the top rank of film stars. She is 
badly miscast in a naive story which 
is tediously related. 

Franchot Tone does hereoic acting 
as the peasant mail carrier, and al- 
most makes something out of the 
part. Robert Young is given some 
very incredible ~~ to do and say. 
Reginald Owen and Billie Burke ap- 
peer in character parts, and Lynne 

arver portrays a young woman of 
refinement and society with propri- 
ety. Mary Phillips gets some laughs 
as a hotel maid. Least sympathetic 
role is played by George Zucco, who 
as Count Armalia thinks up the idea 
of ruthlessly disturbing human lives. 
Upon analysis his practical joke isn’t 
any joke at all but a bit of wicked- 
ness which must keep him awake 
at nights when he thinks about it. 

Not a film to enhance Miss Craw- 
ford’s popularity at the box office. 

Flin. 


MADAME X 


(WITH SONG) 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Metro release of James Kevin McGuin- 
ness production, Stars Gladys George; 
featurés John Beal, Reginald Owen, War- 
ren William, William Henry. Directed by 
Sam Wood. Screenplay by John Meehan, 
based on drama by Alexandre Bisson; mu- 
sical score, David Snell; interpolated song, 
‘You're Setting Me On Fire,’ by Walter 
Donaldson, Bob Wright and Chet Forrest; 
camera, John Seitz; montage, John Hoff- 
man; film editor, Frank E. Hull; asst. di- 









rector, Tom Ahdre. Previewed at Uptown 
theatre. L. A., Sept. 21, ‘37. Running 
time, 75 mins. 
Jacqueline Fleurlot.......... Gladys George 
Raymond Fleurict.... John Beal 
Bernard Fieuriot..... .Warren William 
Maurice Dourel............ Regineld Owen 
Hugh Fariman, Jr......... William Henry 
BMUOOUO: caseseersesecrsctsess Henry Deniell 
SORE agent naes ads ob 00s eeeee cs Phillip Reed 
RS eer TT erT reer Lynne Carver 
TRONS cc vecesesedecssvcecctcces Emma Dunn 
GOOD Whe cen sc besaeecscoccs’s Ruth Hussey 
EE: n.6b.a-964600 00008 600.0408 Luis Alberni 
SS EMPOIGO cscs scccccsccens George Zucco 
MON +n 646644405 40.00 beens Cora Witherspoon 
Hugh Fariman, Sr..........- Jonathan Hale 
CSs BON c cv eccscccccss Adia Kuznetzoff 





That perennial of the vale of tears, 
‘Madame X,’ blooms again in colors 
not quite so vivid as in former years. 
Chosen by Metro as a vehicle to 
demonstrate the dramatic and emo- 
tional talent of Gladys George it 
possesses lachrymatory qualities. It 
used to be a first class burst of tears; 
now it’s a quiet, comforting sniffle. 

‘Lime has duiled ihe poignancy of 
Jacqueline Fleuriot’s sin, suffering, 
grief and sacrifice; Numerous pleas 
for mercy in film criminal courts by 
brothers, sisters, cousins and aunts 
have taken the edge from Raymond's 
impassioned argument that his 
mother be spared the ignominy of 
a murderer’s fate. The years have 
passed, and entertainment tastes have 
quickened. ‘Madame X’ is a fine old 
play, dated and outmoded. Audi- 
ences will leave theatres expecting 
to find the coachman with the horse 
and buggy. 

There is reverent handling of the 
Bisson play. John Meehan’'s script 
follows with devotion to the familiar 
situations and developments. His 
dialog is as modern as the action per- 
mits. Sam- Wood's direction is con- 





ventionally sound within the boun- 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Life Begins in College’ (20th). 
Ritz Bros. soar to stardom in 
hilarious collegiate, gridiron 
fable; a box office touchdown. 

‘The Bride Wore Red’ (MG). 
Joan Crawford in an Alpine 
idyl, supported by Franchot 
Tone, Robert Young, Billie 
Burke and Reginald Owen. 
Marquee values will have to 
bolster this one. 

‘Madame X’ (MG). Now it’s 
Gladys George who pays and 
pays in this dated story. An 
upper bracketer when played 
with a strong companion. 

‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO). 
Second stringer for the incur- 
able football fans. 

‘The Great Garrick’ (WB). 
Finely made period romantic 
comedy. Brian Aherne in title 
role, supported by Olivia de 
Havilland and a cast of good 
actors in costume. Will need 
plenty of exploitation. 

‘The Perfect Speciman’ (WB). 
An upper bracket comedy for 
the family trade with good per- 
formances by Errol Flynn and 
Joan Blondell and a swell sup- 
porting cast. Can play every- 
where. 

‘Man Who Cried Welf’ (U). 
A ‘B’ that will get by as the 
No. 2 feature on dual bills. 

‘Wine, Women and Horses’ 
(WB). Inconsequential race 
track item with Barton Mac- 
Lane and Ann Sheridan on top. 
For the double bills. 

‘Escape by Night’ (Rep). 
Featherweight gang meller. 

















daries of the story. The production 
throughout is of the best, mechani- 
cally and scenicaily. Particularly 
vood are the photographic montages. 
They give you ‘Madame X’ with all 
its trimmings. 

Miss George’s performance is ef- 
fective, her makeup transitions are 
splendid and her characterization of 
the tipsy, defeated and maudlin old 
woman. is faithful and moving. Hav- 
ing come to films from the theatre 
where she achieved a distinct com- 
edy success in ‘Personal Appearance, 
this is her third dramatic role. She 
is a good actress, but nothing in 
‘Madame X’ will start the fans writ- 
ing letters. 

Warren William plays the hard- 
hearted husband who refuses to for- 
give his wife’s indiscretions; Regi- 
nald Owen is the friend, Douvel; 
Henry Daniell is the villain, Lerocle. 
William Henry plays Hugh. 

John Beal has the prize spot of 
Raymond, youthful public defender 
of his mother, whose identity is un- 
known to him. His address to the 
court is recited with conviction and 
emotion. It is he rather than Miss 
George who profits most by the re- 
make of the story. 

An interpolated song, ‘You're Set- 
ting Me on Fire,’ sung by Miss 
George in a waterfront dive, seems 
to have some melody, but is spotted 
only for its dramatic value in the 
situation. 

Exhibitors will be cautious in set- 
ting ‘Madame X’ in first runs until 
its drawing strength is established. 
However, it might serve to leaven 
the comedy and filmusical rele=-es. 

Flin, 


SATURDAY’S HEROES 


RKO release of Robert Sisk production. 
Features Van Heflin, Marian Marsh. Di- 
rected by Edward Killy. Story, George 
Templeton; screen play, Paul Yawitz and 





David Silverstein; camera, Nicholas Mu- 
suraca; editor, Frederic Knudtson. Re- 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Sept. 
25, *37, Running time, 58 mins. 

VME 5ddccponcaseciononee eeeetes Van Hefi'n 
Frances ..... eccececccsscs »».-Marian Marsh 
Red Watson. .ccccccccsccses -Richard Tane 
NNO oo cbsaececceeus eocces Alan Pruce 
BOS TMOTMRR. ccc ccvecsccecees Minor Watson 
SPEDE 6006nsoveessnadece Frank Jenks 
MUN 6.643 60060 40i0bsdésdetedoese Willie Dest 
COCR BOORBeccccccccccsceis Walter Miller 
DEE vabeocetsswdenceed Crawford Weaver 
President Hemmond..,...... George Irving 
CATRIOS . « coccscescess fevecaces John Arledge 
POU bcncvcecesctadectcece Dick Hogan 
BRGY SOROG 6 600-4064 6006s00000% Al St. John 
President Mitchell...... Charles Trowbridge 





Timed to cop the seasonal inter- 
est in football, this junior varsity 
entrant won't score. Strictly frosh 
material and a story from the bot- 
tom of the trunk. Script and pro- 
duction are cornier than a walka- 
thon champ’s dogs, 


‘Saturday’s Heroes’ is ballyhooed 
as an expose of professionalism in 
college football. hat’s a trite sub- 
ject and this effort adds nothing. Pic 
is crammed with hoke, much of it 
unrelated to the matter at hand. 
Many attempted comedy touches, 
which might be from an old gag 
man’s scrapbook, are left hanging, 
without anything to tie them to the 
yarn. Whole story is improbable 
and the atmosphere of a college 
———- in the fall has no relation 
o fact. 


Surprisingly enough, out of all 
this Van Heflin, as the tempera- 
mental grid star who refuses to be 
victimized by faculty hypocrisy, 
turns in a thoroughly workmanlike 
job. Character he plays is clumsily 
conceived and written, but his per- 
formance is so clearly thought out 





and eloquently played that the role 


almost comes to life. What’s more, 
the actor has a definite theatrical 
flair and a personality that registers. 
Is a prospect for better parts. 
Others in the cast are pretty much 
routine, except Frank Jenks, who 
brings a semblance of conviction to 
another comic-strip character, the 
dumb football lineman with a Casa- 
nova yen. Edward Killy’s direction 
is as uninspired as the script. All 
the long shots of the games are ob- 
vious clips. Hobe. 


A Bride for Henry 








Monogram release of Dorothy Reid pro- 
duction, Features Anne Nagel, Warren 
Hull. Directed by William Nigh. Screen- 
play, Dean Spencer, from original _ by 
Josephine Bentham; camera, Gilbert War- 
renton, Previewed in projection room, 
IN. ¥., Sept. 24, ’87. Running time, 58 
} mins. 

Shella Curti®...ccccccccscscectocd Anne Nagel 
| HOMEY. cc ccccccccccccssocccacee Warren Hull 
| WiC... ccc eceescecsesensecce Henry Mollison 
BOO PAT Tort Claudia Dell 
| Mrs. Curtis. .sccesccccsece Betty Ross Clark 
| Constable. ..ccccccescccseces Harrison Green 





| A rather dreary edition for the 
|duals, where it certainly won’t do 
| auspiciously. The femme touch, from 
fact Dorothy (Mrs. Wallace) Reid 
produced from Liberty magazine 
yarn by Josephine Bentham, is all 
over it. Essentially a women’s film, 
treatment plus story will make the 
men squirm in their seats; for the 
skirted audiences it is, charitably, 
fairish. 

Story is a ‘teenth helping to the 
plot of the rotten-rich, stupidly 
spoiled Junior Leaguer who toys 
| with men’s affections and is finally 
brought around to a decently gravi- 
tated landing by the man meant for 
her. Marrying him on moment's 
spur because she was stood up at her 
wedding by a foppish silly who 
drowsed in a picture house, the chap 
| eventually brings her around to rea- 
| son by blithely arousing her jealousy 
| and wide-eyed interest in proving 

popular with other girls. 

Anne Nagel and arren Hull as 
| the leads fail to play their roles with 
|the elan that might have made the 
| film brighter and more alive. True, 
| they are impeded by not too witty 
lines and sequences, and moss-beard- 
ed situations. 

Henry Mollison is a bit tiresome 
as the socialite who failed to show 
up at his wedding, but his role is 
poorly penned. Claudia Dell as the 
prime jealousy-arouser shows up 
better than other cast members; her 
acting easily tops others in percep- 
tion and projection. Production far 
from elaborate or expensive. Direc- 
tion and camera fair. Bert. 


NON-STOP NEW YORK 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Sept. 14. 


General Film Distribs release of Gau- 
mont-British production. Features John 
Loder, Anna Lee, Francis L. Sullivan, 
Frank Cellier. Directed by Robert Stevenson, 
Adapted from novel ‘Sky Steward,’ by 
Ken Attiwill; screen play, Roland Pertwee, 
J. O. C. Orton; additional dialog, E. V. H. 











Emmett; camera, Mutz Greenbaum. At 
Vhoenix, London, Sept. 13, '37. Running 
time 72 mins, 
SORMIS CBSE. 65 6.00 Ke cces coccoses: HERR E40 
Inspector Jim Grant.....+. +-.--John Loder 
Sam Pryor...ccsece eecesccccs Frank Cellier 
Arnold James.....ceseesss: Desmond Tester 
Mortimer. ...cccccccccces William Dewhurst 
Billy. COWS. vc ccc cccccevesge James Pirrie 
Hugo Brandt.......... Francis lL. Sullivan 
MA LOR cei ceiccsveccoecéees Drusilla Wills 
ORECEEEL SEMECTCEEEE TE .-.Jerry Verno 
Aunt Veronicad......ccecccces Athene Seyler 
Misa Harvey......++sccccces: Ellen Pollock 
Abel... Cebecedcocdevecece Arthur Goullett 
SPUrBMeoN.ccccocsesccecsse eeeee-.- Peter Bull 
THALTIGAR.ccccccesccoccccosccoe Tony Quinn 





Date of this one is set a couple of 
years hence, when presumably a 
regular passenger aerial service is in 
operation between England and the 
U. S. Even allowing for the futur- 
istic element, it is all a bit improb- 
able, but it is well done, exciting, and 
splendily acted. Should make good 
either side of the Atlantic as a sec- 
ond feature. 

Stranded young English chorine in 
New York is accidentally involved 
in a gang murder. She doesn’t wit- 
ness it, but sees the men involved, 
and could clear a harmless hobo who 
is charged with the crime. She 
leaves for home the next day and is 
followed by one of the mob, who, to 
make sure she will be out of their 
way, frames her on a theft charge 
and she is sent to prison. 

On release the girl discovers there 
has been a search for ‘the missin 
witness,’ whose testimony, the accu 
man claims, can save his life. She 
rushes to Scotland Yard, but her 
story is disbelieved. In despair she 
stows away on the New York-bound 
air liner. Gang try various means 
of silencing her. When cornered, 
the actual murderer parachutes from 
the plane, having knocked out the 
pilots. Crack-up is barely averted 
by the young detective who is en 
route to investigate the girl’s story. 
Love interest develops for the two, 
and the girl vindicates the con- 
demned man. 

Whether the life of one down-and- 
out would be considered of sufficient 
value in Sing Sing to broadcast a 
world appeal to save a miscarriage 
of justice is a moot point, but it 
mokes a dramatic story. 

Francis L. Sullivan makes an oily, 
nauseating villain: Frank Cellier is 
a convincing blackmailer; John 
Loder and Anna Lee are a nassable 
pair of lovers, and Desmond Tester 
as an infant violin prodigy gets the 
most out of his part as a curious, 
meddlesome boy whose one ambition 
is to desert the catgut for the saxo- 
phone. 

Good photography and convincing 
direction make the most of the 
material. 








————— 


THE GREAT GARRICK 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Warner Bros. release of James Whale 
production, supervised ty Merwyn LeRoy. 
Features Brian Aherne, Olivia de Havile 
land, E. E. Horton, Melville Cooper and 
Lionel Atwill. Directed by James~- Whate,. 
Screenplay by Ernst Vajda; camera, Ernest 
Haller; music and arrangements by Adolph 
Deutsch; film editor, Warren Low; musi- 
eal director, Leo F. Forbstein; production 
assistants, Willlam Cannon and Sherry 
Shourds. Previewed at Warners Hollywood, 
Sept. 24, °37. Running time, 82 mins. 


David Garrick...... bees ueaws Brian Aherne 
Germaine. ......cessees Olivia de Havilland 
Tubby... ccccvccees Edward Everett Horton 
BM. PICA. oc cccoccaccsescces Melville Cooper 
BeaumarchaiS.......ce+eeeee+s Lionel Atwill 
Sir Joshua Reynolds......... Henry O'Neill 
POMNG si ccc ticcesasetencutacas Luis Alberni 
BURGE. o dicdcade setesinsecencens Lana Turner 
PESGOIEDs cocccccesoeserscesessos mame Wilsen 
NOs hebe ce ccccucsseacenetdes Linda Perry 
RPT TTTITTriri: Tere Fritz Leiber 
SOR CRUGCs ccc ci ccsneddes Etienne Girardot 
Mme. Moreau.........ceceses: Dorothy ‘Tree 
Bes WR dikwecenstawadbieee Craig Reynolds 
DNGNOTs cca ceeceweneeaseeves Paul Everton 
By POORER cov ecetvoseedie Trevor Bardeite 
THIOKTO. ccccccccccsvsesesceoce Milton Owen 
DE ceacndasaas a enoud Albert van Dekker 
BE, PROTORUs cccswecovedceccocce Chester Clute 





Most beneficial effect of the na- 
tion’s supercharged box offices is 
the encouragement given to studios 
to explore new fields for film mate- 
rial. “The Great Garrick,’ an orig- 
inal screenplay by Ernst Vadija, di- 
rected by James Whale and super- 
vised by Mervyn LeRoy for Warners, 
is a marked departure from the cur- 
rent run of Hollywood product and 
a film which will stimulate critical 
discussion. Its reception at the pay- 
gate is extremely problematical. 


Among its distinctive features are 
a strictly fictional romantic comedy 
story around the person of David 
Garrick, 18th century English actor, 
a production of superlative work- 
manship fabricated from old prints 
of the period, and acting by a fine 
cast in the flamboyant manner de- 
manded by the script. The mechan- 
ical excellence of the film refiects 
the earnestness of the artistic en- 
deavor. The photography is perfect, 
and the microphonic effects splendid. 
Release prints wear a sepia tone 
which enhances the beauty of the 
visual presentation. 


Audiences will recognize these at- 
tributes and the film will gain fa- 
vorable comment upon its unusually 
fine mountings. Rank and file of cus- 
tomers, however, are likely to base 
judgment solely on the entertain- 
ment values of the story, and on this 
point there will be sharp differences 
of opinion. 

Vajda has written of an incident in 
Garrick’s career when the English 
star was invited by the Comedie 
Francaise to appear for a guest sea- 
son at the famous Paris theatre, sup- 
ported by the French players. n 
his farewell night in London he an- 
nounces his intentions, which arouse 
bitter comment from the pit. To 
appease their wrath, he facetiously 
explains that some good acting might 
teach the French a thing or two. 
These remarks, when conveyed to 
the players at the Comedie Fran- 
caise, arouse animosity, and a plot is 
conceived to embarrass the visitor. 


French actors take over the mane 
agement of an inn on the Calais- 
Paris road. When Garrick appears 
en route to the capital, the innkeeper, 
servants and guests are acting their 
respective roles. Trumped-up quar- 
rels ending in murder, duels and 
strange happenings take place to 
frighten the visitor. He sees through 
the fraud and enters into the scheme 
as a willing victim. However, a 
young woman, who is a stranger to 
the French actors, arrives at the inn 
to stay the night. They try to send 
her away but Garrick, believing she 
is one of the ribbers, invites her to 
take his suite. Subsequent com- 
plications comprise the fun in the 
story, at the end of which Garrick 
unmasks the plot against him, and 
discovers the girl was not one of the 
players. She has fled, but the two 
meet later in Paris. 

Tale is not withoit some very 
amusing angles. Fact is, it is a farce, 
should be played as a farce with 
speed and increasing hilarity. Such, 
however, is not the case. Whale’s 
direction Is geared to a slow tempo. 
His romantic passages between Brian 
Aherne and Olivia de Havilland, the 
principals, are quite charming, but 
much too long. Action never hits 
the velocity which the situations de- 
mand. 

Cast contains many players who 
seem to relish the idea of costumes 
and whose stage and screen experi- 
ence justifies their selection. Aherne 
gives a fine characterization of Gar- 
rick. Miss de Havilland, as the un- 
welcome guest who creates the com- 
plications, meets all the acting re- 
quirements and looks like a cameo. 
Horton gets some laughs as Garrick’s 
valet; Melville Cooper is sufficiently 
authoritative as head of the French 
players, and Atwill makes a less im- 
portant role stand out in a large en- 
semble. Important bits are played 
by Luis Alberni, Fritz Leiber, Eti- 
enne Girardot, Henry O'Neill and 
Dorothy Tree. 

Anton Grot’s art direction calls for 
special comment. One of his exte- 
riors shows reflections of a line of 
poplar trees in a garden lake, 2 
visualization which ranks with the 
best things of its kind which the 
screen has shown. Adolph Deutsch 
has written a melodious score, played 
by Leo F. Forbstein, which is bright 
and lively. Ernest Haller’s camera 
work is a series of pastels. 

‘The Great Garrick’ is a film worth 
the exacting effort which unques- 
tionably was required in its making. 
Artistically, first class; commercially, 
a question mark. Flin 
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PERFECT SPECIMEN 


Holly wood, Sept. 28. 
s. release arry Joe Brown 
Warner Bresiars Erre!) Fiynn and Joan 
prosyell;, features Hugh Herbert, E. E. 
Horton, Dick Foran, May Robson. Direct- 
ad by Michael Curtiz. Story by Samuel 
Hopkins Adams, screenplay by Norman 
Reilly Raine, Lawrence Riley, Brewster 
Morse and. Fritz Falkenstein; camera, 
Charles Rosher; film editor, Terry Morse; 
sialoz director, Gene Lewis; musical direc- 
tor, Leo F. Forbstein; asst. director. Frank 
Heath. Previewed at Warners Hollywood, 
Sept. os, ’87. Running time, 82 mins. | 
Gerald Beresford Wicks....+.. Errol] Flynn 
Mona Carter...-s++es++* ..+--Joan Blondell 
Killigre, SHAW. -+- si ced Hverett Horton 
Mr. Grattan... ok Pee 
FickS...+ +».+May Robson 
gag i ey 771. ...Allen Jenkins 
(larabelle i) oe SER ROse eens Dennie Moore 
Hotel Clerk. ...+-+eeeeeeees Hugh O'Connell 
SnOdgraSS...-++eseceeeeeeerres James Burke 
Hoaker Se ee ae i ene ae ee Granville Bates 
Carl. Carter......+.+ee+ee-Harry Davenport 
Briegs. - ie ieee < ce ieee mee Tim Henning 









An excellent comedy which is 
right in the groove of popular fam- 
ily entertainment, and a film which 
will please everywhere. In addition 
there are good performances by the 
two stars, Errol Flynn and Joan 
Blondell, who get fine support from 
Hugh Herbert, Edward Everett Hor- 
ton. Dick Foran and May Robson. 
Plenty of names for the man who 
spaces the letter on the electric signs. 
Film has pulling power to get the 
public in. They will go out satisfied. 


Direction by Michael Curtiz is 
paced for laughs, of which there 
are many. At the same time he tells 
a convincing sentimental story about 
a very rich young man who breaks 
away from the restraint of severe 
rearing and finds love and amuse- 
ment in the world of common peo- 
ple. There is no attempt to treat 
w'th a social problem. The only 
moral is that a film possessing an 
amusing premise, developed with in- 
genuity and originality, acted by en- 
gaging players and well produced 
will do business at the box office. 

Picture will do a lot for Flynn, 
who shows himself capable of play- 
ing light comedy with considerable 
skill. Most previous appearances 
have been in costumes which fit his 
six foot two. The versatile Miss 
Blondell, whose abilities are con- 
siderale more appreciated across the 
country with the paying customers 
than in the Hollywood sector, adds 
another good performance to a long 
list which covers nearly every type 
of leading woman part. 

Story by Samuel Hopkins Adams 
relates the efforts of a crusty old 
tyrannical woman to prepare her 
grandson for the requirements of a 
huge inheritance and the manage- 
ment of a giant manufacturing enter- 
prise. He is proficient in the arts 
and sciences but is sheltered from 
elbowing with ordinary folk. Flynn 
looks the perfect specimen of man- 
hood. Miss Blondell enters into the 
quiet of his life by smashing through 
a wicket fence in her car. She starts 
his education along new lines when 
he learns that women, or just one 
woman, are as complicated as cal- 
culus and damsite more exciting. 

Thereafter the yarn is pure ad- 
venture. His escapade into the world 
with Miss Blondell and his disap- 
pearance are mistaken for kidnap- 
ping. The national dragnet is spread 
with all the trimmings. 

Hugh Herbert gets some howls 
from a nitwit part. Horton does a 
neat bit. as private secretary to the 
grandmother, who is _ amusingly 
Sazes by May Robson. Dick Foran, 

everly Roberts, Allen Jenkins, Den- 
nie Moore and Harry Davenport con- 
tribute substantially. 

Everything about the film is first 
run. Some shortening would help. 
Photography, sound, sets and: musical 
accompaniment are tops. Biz should 
be just as good. Flin. 


Man Who Cried Wolf 


Universal release of Eph Asher produc- 
tion. Features Lewis Stone, Barbara Read, 
Tom Brown. Directed by Lewis. R. Foster. 
Story and adaptation, Chas. Grayson and 
Sy Bartlett; film editer, Frank Gross; cam- 
era, George Robinson. At Met, Brooklyn, 


dual, week 
6 mins. 
Lawrence Fontaine 


Sept. 24, °37. Running time, 


Pvtesagepeses Lewis Stone 





20Mmy Bradiey.. icc ccccvtses Tom Brown 
Re rae ee rrr tarbara Read 
Capt. Walter Reid.. ....Robert Gleckler 


‘docko .Forrester Harvey 


Matlgams:...::.ciscsees Seuneas Billy Wayne 
George Vradley.......00.+d Jameson Thomas 
Amelia Bradley.............-Marjorie Main 





This picture might have been much 
worthier with proper investitures. 
Lewis Stone, Tom Brown and Bar- 
bara Read as cast toppers are com- 
mensurate with the 
right down the line. 

Screen play follows the lines of 
least resistance and gives this E. M. 
Asher production none of the bril- 
liance it might have well been able 
to use. The dialog is routine, the 
Situations are never very tense, and 
Comedy relief is conspicuous by its 
near absence. Picture’s strongest 
point is its novelty of plot. 


Stone plays an actor who confesses | . 
’ |actors in France as Rigaud’s room- 


to crimes he knows nothing about, 
building himself up with police as a 
chronic nut, so that when he is ready 
to carry out the killing he has 
Planned for years he will never be 
Suspected. Intended victim, played 
satisfactorily by Jameson Thomas, 


lad years before run off with his| 


wife and boy. An unusual twist to 
'he story which promised more than 
as been developed concerns the 
rantic efforts of the murderer- 
'venger to confess to his guilt after 


the son has been tried and convicted 
of the crime. Somehow the tensity 
such a situation might conceivably 
provoke isn’t put over with much 
punch... Among other things, the 
love interest never materializes. 
What little comedy there is to be 
found is woven around a cockney 
butler, Forrester Harvey, and a po- 
lice captain. Latter is played effec- 
tively by Robert Gleckler. Harvey 
gives little. Marjorie Main, sister of 
the slain man, is a new and striking 
type with an interesting screen voice. 
Char. 


Wine, Women and Horses 


Warner 


Bros. production and release. 
Features Barton MacLane, Ann Sheridan, 
Dick Purcell, Peggy Bates. Directed by 
Louis King. From novel, ‘Lady Luck,’ 
by W. R. Burnett; adaptation, Roy Chans- 


lor; film editor, Jack Saper; camera, James 


Van Trees. At Fox, B’klyn, dual, week 
Sept. 24, '37. Running time. 64 mins. 

Jim Termer....... eeneenes Barton MacLane 
VRIOTEOs ccs ccscssaccssscsassecd Ann Sheridan 
COU TROOMOT. . ca cccccontase Dick Purcell 
Marjorte Mayhew............. Peggy Bates 
NE son 05's 6.00 Kd006 .Walter Cassell 
Mira. Mayhew. ..ccccccccece Lottie Williams 
ES oo.e uae 6-0 e060 rer, Kenneth Harlan 
tt Mis shasnhps<bse0s06 Eugene Jackson 
| A peesusans Charley Foy 
Joe 


Sbadtbd the Abheeeneate sae James Robbins 





Even the horses aren’t much good 
in what they slapped together for 
Barton MacLane, Ann Sheridan and 
some lesser players. That’s less than 
can be said for most westerns. Nu- 
merous race scenes, shot at leading 
tracks around the country, are poor- 
ly photographed and will never get 
the bangtails cast for these sequences 
much of a hand. A dubious bet even 
for the twinners. 

MacLane end Sheridan can’t resist 
the horses or other forms of gam- 
bling, wine, thrills, gaiety, etc., so 
when MacLane marries a righteous 
little lady from the sticks, with a 
ma-in-law behind her who’s also not 
tailored to hi: tastes, he discovers it’s 
one time he handicapped things 
wrong. For the finish he’s back at 
the track with another wife, the 
girl he should never have left be- 
hind at the mutuel windows. Miss 
Sheridan plays the second wife, but 
it is only a minor matter for her 
scrapbook. Peggy Bates, colorless 
as wife No. 1, and Dick Purcell as 
her brother, contribute almost noth- 
ing. 
MacLane this time isa sympathetic 
character and while it won't increase 
his stock any, it does indicate Mac- 
Lane doesn’t have to be cast as a 
menace all the time. Char. 





SARATI LE TERRIBLE 


(‘Sarati the Terrible’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Sept. 9. 


Gallic Films release of Andre Hugon 
production.”° Stars Harry Baur; features 
Georges Rigaud and Jacqueline Laurent. 
Directed by Hugon. Story, Jean Vignaud; 
mus‘c, Vincent Scotto and Jacques Janin, 
At Cinema Madeleine, Paris. Running 
time, 105 niins. 

Cast: Harry Baur, Georges Rigand, Jac- 
queline Laurent, Rika Radife, Dalio, 
Charles Granval, Jean ‘Tissier, Jeanne 
Helbling, Nasine Picard, Yvonne Hebert, 
P. de Guingamp, Kssentine. 





Despite triteness of story and its 
bad spots, this one is headed for good 
returns among the localites. Abroad, 
however, it depends on whether the 
name of Baur carries weight. Entire 
pic is built for Baur and he takes 
hand in his usual competent manner. 

Story is little more than an old- 
time meller. Baur is a rich owner 


of a cheap rooming house for coal- 
heavers on the docks of Algiers. His 
young niece, Jacqueline Laurent, 
who has a fortune in her own right, 
falls in love with Georges Rigaud, a 
rich count, who has come to work on 
the harbor to forget a former life of 
gambling. which had driven his 
mother almost insane. Rigaud takes 
the tumble twice, once for the girl 
and the second time when he forgets 
he is re-making himself and gambles 
away money he hasn't got. He con- 
fesses his weakness to Mile. Laurent, 
who immediately becomes the brave 
and hopeful woman who helps him 
pull himself around. 

Meantime, Baur is raving and 
being a genuine villain in his at- 
tempts to separate the two. Climax 
comes when Baur tries to seduce his 
niece—a scene that would never get 
by the censors in New York—and 
she flees. She refuses to return and 
continues helping Rigaud, who is re- 
molded to such an extent that he in- 
stalls machinery in place of the 
barge loaders and thus puts Baur out 





‘B’ budgeting | 


| is 
| aid of any heroine, and handles his 
|part convincingly. 








of business. 
Seeing all is lost, Baur gives his 


|eonsent to the girl to marry and 
ieommits suicide in her _ bridal 
| chamber. 


Rigaud, recent Paramount signee, 
handsome enough to rush to the 


Jacqueline Lau- 
rent is a looker in the upper cate- 


| gories, with enough talent to class 


her as an actress. Dalio again proves 
that he is one of the best feature 


mate. Rika Radife, as Baur’s mis- 
tress, and Charles Granval, as boss 
of the coal workers, both deserve 
note for their performances. Out- 
standing in minor parts is the work 
of Kssentini as the downtrodden per- 
sonal servant of Baur. 





| 


linge. ete., indulged in throughout. 


Lighting suffices and photography 


is excellent. Main fault of the pic- 
ture is jerkiness. Pic is being shown 
|here with English sub-titles for the 
| benefit of tourists. Hugo. 





} 


ESCAPE BY NIGHT 


Republic release of Harold Shumate pro- 
duction, Features William Hall, Anne 
Nagel. Directed by Hamilton McFadden, 
Original screen play, Harold Shumate; 
camera, Edward Snyder; supervising edi- 
tor, Murray Seldeen; film editor, W. Donn 
Hayes; musical director, Alberto Colombo. 
Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Sept. 


23, ‘37. Running time 67 mins, 

| Sy i See William Hall 
BGS £635 ks os 33h ae POR Anne Nagel 
Cemeee. Hegen ...63 5 iss . oe cckec Dean Jagger 
| ere 544606 050006686 00503506 ee: ~GUee 
Spu lsy..... CES GOS h 00 0hcteteenki Ward Bond 
ROG. cccocvecscccccccccoccesss Murray Alper 
a rey err Charles Waldron 
2 RRP Gare ee George Meeker 
Bill 


¢tasbMbades +e Man vaste kasae eee Himself 








Romantic meller in low gear. No 
marquee strength, carbon copy yarn | 
and ordinary performance. Will 
have to hitch-hike to grab even dual , 
spotting. 


Mob of racketeers scramming the 
cops hide out on a farm, become in- 
fected with the clean, pure air, the 
cows and chickens and the peace of 
the rural countryside. From big, 
bad gunmen the hombres melt into | 
big. gobs of sentiment about the 
blind old man and his Seeing-Eye 
dog. When the gang chief wants 
them back on the firing line they 
rebel, and finally turn the mobsters 
over to the constabulary. 

Hero, who never was really guilty 
(just dumb), marries the farmer’s 
daughter and the gunmoll grabs off | 
the local bank president. Whole 
thing is one of those romantic dream 
world yarns which probably won't 
even kid the pulp fiction addicts. Be- 
sides which it went out of style with 
‘Turn to the Right.’ 

Production, direction and acting is 
pretty much what the story deserves. 
Charlies Waldron, however, cashes in 
on the quiet possibilities of the blind 
man, while Bill, as the Seeing-Eve 
pooch, is a fair successor to Rin Tin 
Tin. Hobe. 


THUNDER TRAIL 


Paramount production and release. Fea- 
tures Gilbert Roland, Marsha Hunt, 
Charies Bickford. Directed by Charles 
Barton. Original story, Zane Grey; screen 
play, Robert Yost and Stuart Anthony; 
camera, Karl Struss. Reviewed in Pro- 
jection Room, N. Y., Sept. 27, ‘37. Run- 
ning time, 56 mins. 

Arizona ‘Dick’ Ames........ Gilbert Roland 
Amy Moer@aM......02cceeee0: Marsha Hunt 
E@O Tate. occccccccccveeces Charles Bickford 
SOM Greve s ént 6s cb es h eco s See Monte Blue 
Bob AGMOGs cov 066 c8 Coser eecess James Craig 





That rarity, a well-made western, 
‘Thunder Trail’ carries adult as well 
as juve appeal. Should not only 
click at Saturday matinees, but is a 


strong lower-decker fer duals in the 
nabes. Has an absorbing story, 
plenty of action and a capable cast 
with sufficient name draw. 

While ‘Thunder Trail’ is written 
from standard ingredients, it has at 
least one novel slant. Has to do 
with two brothers whose father was 
killed by outlaws. One urchin is 
taken along by the culprits and 
raised as the son of the chief vil- 
lain. The other grows up _ ulti- 
mately to enter the scene, recognize 
his father’s slayer and ultimately 
kill him. Throughout the yarn the 
characters are thoughtfully con- 
ceived and the action is fairly logi- 
cal as well as lively. 

Whole cast plays creditably. Gil- 

James Craig are 


bert Roland an 
the broth former having the fat- 
ter part. Marsha Hunt in the inevit- 
able beecotiful daughter of the _per- 
secuted Iandgwner. Charles Bick- 
ford is the heavy. Direction is much 
better than.normal for westerns, 
camera and sound also being on the 
up-and-up. Hobe. 


PAN TWARDOWSKI 


(POLISH MADE) 


J. S. Starczewski (Star) release of Ultra- 







Film production. Stars Franciszek Brod- | 
niewicz and Elzbieta Barszczewska. Di- | 
rected by Henryk Szaro. Sereen play, 

Prof. W. Gasiorowski; cameraman, 8. 

Steinwurzel; music, Jan Maklakiewicz At 

Belmont, N. Y., week Sept. 24, "37. Run- 

ning time, 89 mins. 

Twardowski........ Franciszek Brodniewicz 

His Wife Neta......Elzbieta Darszcezewska 

££  — ACR Tees Marja Malicka 

| Sr .Junosza Stepowski 

a err ey ore eee Maria Pogda 

Queen Barbara....ccccees-ss> Zotja Lindort 

i | eae Joseph Weerzyn 

og, | SPP errr ere Tre Jan Kurnakowicz 





(In Polish, No English Titles) 
Seldom do the Poles of the US. 
get a chance to see their own peo- 
ple or hear their own language 
spoken on the screen. Therefore, 








Cracow, ancient capital, 
the mysteries of life. To gain the 
love of a woman and riches he sells 
out to the devil. His finale prayers 
to drive away the evil one still 
leaves him out on the limb. 

Some of the photography is too 
apparently phoney. Same goes for 
some of the witchcraft and magick- 
ing. On the whole, however, the 
camera work is standard. Direction 
keeps things going with only a cou- 
ple of minor slacks, expected in 
most old world arrivals. Dialog 
judging from response, is good and 
full of chuckles. Much of humor 
is lost in native tongue but pan- 
tomimic acting conveys enough to 
follow the story. 

Performances throughout are ex- 
ceptionally good. Stars are probably 
without peer in Slavic tongue cine- 
ma. 
prospect in the femme continent is 
Marja Malicka, blond lovely. Hurl. 


to study 


Arizona Gunfighter 


Runner-up and a Hollywood | 





VARIETY 15 
—=s 
’ 
HITTIN’ THE TRAIL 
(WITH SONGS) 

Grand National release of Edward Fine 
ney production, Stars Tex Ritter. Directed 
by R, N. Bradbury Sereen play, Robert 
Emmett. At Arena, N. Y., dual, Sept. 10- 
11, "37. Running time, 58 mins. 

Ts NED, ons C44 cob Carake ness Tex Ritter 
pe Cee PV UREET ET CLT ee Jerry Bergh 
MY MOOG ss ks ccc ccbevens Tommy Bupp 
LT Sree ore rin eee se es Earl Dwire 
DOG -RaeGG Gi oF i vcd caticee occ ccaakd Jack Smith 
MOCUHOR . «coat <skbscccdeves Snub Pollard 
Tombstone MIG. 2.266: cctcssend Archie Ricks 
BENE: 6 tcc eM ee 60 ous hss en cael Heber Snow 
BOs cae cubed sv enue scenes Charles King 
is: a! . |: Py eee Edward Cassidy 

Ray Whitley and his Range Ramblers, 
with the Phelps Bros. and Tex Ritter’s 
Tornadoes. 

Probably one of Tex Ritter’s 





| worst and will disappoint many of 
his fans. Name will be enough to 
bring ’em in for a gander, but the 
result will do no good for the next 
one. Like too many others, careless- 
ness with detail, stiff support and 
dialog from Dixie detract from the 
| star’s values. Made for the lower 
floor of two-story shops. 


Republic release of A. W. Hackel pro- : dee, : 
duction, Stars Bob Steele. Directed by | . Only difference between this and 
Sam’ Newfield. Original story by Harry | the other hackneyed formula is that 
F. Olmsted; screen play by Georse H.|the meat is horses instead of the 
Plympton; film editor, S 


Roy Luby; cam- 


era, Bob Kline. Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y¥., Sept. 22, ‘37. Running time 
56 mins, 

Se Bn 5 ed CE StH eb 000% ..Bob Steele 
PE DUNO so vaccccovcscess Jean Carmen 
Wolf Whitson...... eeoeeccccess Tel Adams 
Grizzly Barr....cece eccccceces Ernie Adams 
Snake Bralt....ccccccccccess: Lew Me*chan 
« PPPPPE PCLT TIT LTT ee «+: Steve Clark 
NEE « vie scccwese eoeee. JOHN Merton 
BOUPTEEM . 0. sn csceces 





666664606065 0+59EREEE Bene 
Govermor Gray...cccescecsd A. C. Henderson 





There’s more plot than often found 
in mesquiters in ‘Arizona Gunfighter,’ 
but it dips below the level main- 
tained of late by Beb Steele in his 
gallop for western fame. Film be- 
longs where most cactus canters fit 
in unobtrusively. The story is there, 
but there is too much of it and many 
ingredients fail to blend. 

One drawback is that the star of 
the piece, Bob Steele, is allowed to 


act. Of stature, build, mannerisms 
and even voice belonging to a cow- 
boy, this agile western lad is shy of 
true thespian ability. He registers 
grief, anger and faithful loyalty in 
this picture with the same series of 
grimaces and misplacement of 
words. He’s not alone in this re- 
spect, only that the acting burden is 
piled on too heavily here. Oddly 
enough, his best dramatic effort is 
with the few light love scenes when 
he does not have to exert himself 
too much. 

Aside from Steele’s performance 
in actionful scenes, Ted Adams gives 
added lift with his outlaw, turned 
hero, characterization. Lew Meehan 
is as deep-eyed as western fans like 
in the character of the two-timing 
outlaw aide. Jean Carmen, reputed- 
ly from the eastern stage, seems 
competent enough as the pretty 
daughter of the outlaw, though given 
brutal treatment in some closeups. 

Wear. 


BOOTHILL BRIGADE 


release of a A. W. Hackel 
production. Stars Johnny Mack KHrown. 
Directed by Sam Newfield. Story, Harry 
W. Olmsted; screen play, George H. Plymp- 
ton; camera, Bert Longenecker. At Arena, 
N. Y., dual, Sept. 27-8, '37. Running time, 
58 mins, 


Republie 


Lon Cardigan..... .-. Johnny Mack Brown 
Bobbie Reynolds............Claire Rochelle 
Bull Berke..... 96000 666808600808 Dick Curtis 


Calico Haynes.........+....Horace Murphy 
Jeff Reynolds.........-+++..-Frank La Rue 
John Porter... cccccccsesecsses Ed Cassidy 
Tug Murdock....cecesessess Bobbie Nelson 


Murdock....... Secccsocooceg theese Frank Ball 
Holbrook....... ecccccceesacess Steve Clark 
WROWR. ¢ ceccsce pondeksneedededs Frank Ellis 





With a little more gun fighting 
this would be more to the liking of 
fans, but as it stands it will suit 








they should flock to see this latest 
importation, one of the best Polish | 
imports. 

ilm is exceptionally well acted 
and generally well handled by the 
entire company. Word of mouth in 
sectors where Poles abound should | 
make this entry not unprofitable. | 
Otherwise, minus English titles, it 
can’t mean much to American audi- 
ences. 

The Poles cannot forget that they 
are a very devout Roman Catholic | 
race and show it in nearly every- | 
thing they do. Their films are no 
exception. so this Polish treatment | 
of ‘Faust,’ although taking a little | 
extra latitude with the original, | 
gives them more than usual oppor- 
tunity to display that feeling. It’s 
a sure click with the auditors as is 
the traditional folk music, lusty liv- 


The age old tale eof diabolical 
dealings in souls is pictured in 
Poland of the 14th century. Marked 
from birth by Satan, the boy Twar- 
dowski grows and hies himself to 





| chew. 


as one of the better-acted sage sagas. 
Will never set the b. o. on fire nor 
will it drag on the light end of dual 
parlors. 

Johnny Mack Brown is easily one 
of the most acceptable action actors 
in the Hollywood badlands. For- 
tunately, he is never given the awk- 
ward lines so common to budgeted 
buckaroo operas. It’s possible that 
his own intelligence eclipses the 
threat of the wrong laughs at the 
wrong times. Too many don't care, 
from director down, in the average 
western, and the result is immedi- 
ately sad and in disfavor. 

Also, for once, an actress was com- 
bined with looks to pair off with 
the lead. Miss Rochelle is not only 
one of the better looking cow man’s 
datters. but knows how to mouth a 
line. Like Brown, though, she has 
been given something on which to 
For ‘that matte:. dialog 
throughout is way above the hack- 
neyed. 

Squatters rights to valley soil and 
the shady wresting of the land from 
them is the theme. Most of the real 
estate is saved for the holders via 
Brown's sledge fists while acting as 
community defender. Has his usual 
troubles with the gal-who don’t un- 
derstand. but rights himself and his 
cronies in the end by snagging the 


| behind-the-scenes manipulator. 


Lenser Longenecker is rapidly dis- 
tinguishing himself as one of the 
better muggers. Manages to get in 
plenty of good angle shots and un- 
usual scenery in the hard riding se- 
quences. Director Newfield, presum- 


ably the busiest director in the west | 


if the recurrence of his tag on press 
books is an indication, does well with 
this. as with most of his other ones. 
But then he had something t* work 
with. too. Hurl. 


| traditional cow. Acting is also done 
| by the nags while more human play- 
|ers mechanically utter what is un- 
| questionably some of the tritest tripe 
| ever heard on screen. 

| Film was too obviously made with 
| one eye on the clock and the other 
on the purse. 

Musicking is good, as western stuff 
foes, but there should be more 
| thought given to injection of same 
so it does not stick out like a sore 
thumb or, worse, like it doesn’t be- 
| long at all. Film presents a dudey- 
looking string quintet in a sageland 
saloon, during the horse stealing 
days, with up-to-minute washboard 
accomp, modern costume, etc. It all 
| makes for a ridiculous reaction. Rit- 
| ter’s range yodeling is best bet and 
should be adhered to if any sem- 
blance of credulousness is to be re- 
tained. 

(Miss) Jerry Bergh’s screen debut 
remains in exactly that category as 
far as acting is concerned. Would 
do better to stick to the ballyhooed 

Y. society from whence she is 
supposed to have sprung. Lines ac- 
corded her do not even give her a 
chance, but peneral impression is 
that she doesn’t rate one. Rest of it 
is from hun“er. Hurl. 


LE MESSAGER 


(‘The Messenger’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Sept. 21. 


Pathe Consortium Cinema release of 
Films Albatros production, Features Gaby 
Morlay, Jean Gabin, Jean-Pierre Aumont. 
Directed by Raymond Rouleau. Adapted 
by Marcel Achard from original by Henry 
Bernstein; music, Georges Auric: 


camera, 


Charles. Kreuger, \t Marignan, Paris, 
Running time, 100 mings. 

Cast:—Gaby Morlay, Jean Gabin, Jeane 
Pierre Aumont, Mons Goya, Maurice Ks- 
cande, Alcover Guisol, Krnest Ferny, Betty 
Rowe, Princesse Kandou, i 





(In French) 

This will undoubtedly go down as 
one of the better films produced in 
France this year. And it deserves 
it. ‘Le Messager’ works on the 
eternal triangle, but a suicide twist 
at the end, handled in a somewhat 
out of the ordinary manner, helps to 
relieve the monotony of an ordinary 
three-sided angler. 

Jean Gabin, again in the role of a 
hard-boiled guy who takes what he 
loves and leaves what he does not, is 
the center of the triangle, with Gaby 
Morlay holding down the femme 
corner to a nice degree, and Jean- 
Pierre Aumont turning in the best 
performance of his career in the 
other corner. 

Direction by Raymond Rouleau is 
effective enough, but snatches of in- 
experience can be scented in severel 
places, where the right breaking mo- 
ment of a scene has not been gauged 
correctly, some being overdone,’ 
others underdone. Photography, for 
the most part, is excellent, but some 
shots, like the back of Gabin’s neck 
and shoulders when he goes into a 
clinch with Mlle. Morlay, detract 
from the whole. Scissors could have 
erased this fault, as they could have 
some of the overdone scenes. 

One of the biggest faults is a close- 
up shot of Can-Can dancers in a 
Paris night club which does not fur- 
nish light relief. evidently intended, 
and which might be attributed to 
Rouleau’s inexperience. But, everv- 
thing considered, the pie is b.o. in 
this country and. with some cuttin~, 
stands a good chance of cashing in 
abroad. 

Adaptation of the storv 
Henry Bernstein’s play of the 
name has been well handled. Gabin, 
husband of a rich En*lish women, 
| Betty Rowe, divorces her to marry 
her secretary. Morlay. Divorecd 
| Wife is so enraged she uses influone> 
from 


from 
enme 





to keep Gabin getting a now 
| position. In desnveration he finsl!v 
accents a nost in Africa for '8 


months, leavine Miss Morlay behird. 
| He does so well that Aumont is sont 
ifown to helo him. They b2eq0 > 
| fast friends and Gabin's contin] 
talk of his wife causes Aumont to 
fa'l for her unseen. 

| .Heat gets Aumont and he hoe 
return. He makes love to Miss )*%r- 
flav. but with no suececs st first as 
ishe can onlv talk »sbout Gahin a 
lic just becinnine to eet wider her 


to 


eckin when Cohin unexnertediv re- 
turns, Ho fieds them tovether in a 
| nicht eloh threatens to rill then 
hoth heet » tha and walks ant— 
| throuch GSiened for three vears 
(Continued on page 27) 
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A charming new screen sweetheart 
twosome aglow with the joy of 
a lilting love-laughter-excitement 


show with a tingle all its own! ig 





Shrieking police sirens blended with the voice the 
world adores ....as a society jewel robbery puts our 
hero on the spot... and leads us athrill to that sweep- 
ing climax under the stars at HOLLYWOOD BOWL, 
where we hear that sentimental hit of hits, “I Want 
The World To Know,” sung with full symphonic > 
accompaniment. SWELL ENTERTAINMENT... 
NATURAL BOX OFFICE. 
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reel 
With glorious new music by 
A JESSE L. LASKY PRODUCTION RUDOLF FRIML 
DIRECTED BY JOHN BLYSTONE composer of “The Vagabond King,” 
Screen Play by Gertrude Purcell and Robert Harari re ig i a i my . 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers 
the current quarterly period, Date of the reviews as given 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


, VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
tn VARIETY and the running time of prints are snciuded.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. 
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WEEK \. HEN 
irgase TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
MINS. BY VARIETY 
/ RANGER STEPS IN ’ = 
8/6/37 MYSTERY OF HOODED HORSEMAN Ed Finne GN Sonera io oo oS are 
THE GOOD EARTH y hy Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 60 8/4 
THE OUTER GAT I. Thalberg MGM Drama Paul Muni-Luise Rainer S. Franklin 140 2/10 
BLONDE TROUBLE I. E. Chadwick Mono Drama Ralph Forbes H. MacFadden 
WINDJAM Par Par Musical L. Overman-E. Whitney G. Archainbaud 67 8/4 
ana ey ies G. Hirliman RKO Action George O’Brien-C. Worth Ewing Scott 
BOOTH, auaace anes A. Schaefer Rep Melodrama W. Heyburn-J. Madden H. MacFadden 64 8/25 
YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERY A. Ww. Hackel 20th Western J. M. Brown-C. Rochelle Sam Newfield 58 9/29 
REPORTED BESS THING L. Schwab 20th Musical Alice Faye-Ritz Bros.-Ameche N. Taurog 104 7/28 
STELL’ D - ING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wm. Gargan-J. Rogers M. Carruth 64 9/1 
: ALLAS S. Goldwyn UA Drama Stanwyck-Boles King Vidor 70 7/28 
SAN QUENTIN WB WB Melodrama P. O’Brien-H. Bogart L. Bacon 100 7/28 
8/13/37 LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Outdoor O. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat k 
/ mma +t Sea ag RA Musical J. Benny-G. — en Walsh 95 8/4 
I el Drama F. Stone-M. Lord ichard Rosson 60 7/21 
ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr C, Trevor-S. Blane Allan Dwan 68 7/21 
HANDY ANDY (Reissue) Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-R. Taylor D. Butler 81 8/7/34 
DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE WB WB Comedy S. Erwin-Jean Muir F. McDonald 65 9/1 
DEVIL'S SADDLE LEGION WB WB Western Dick Foran-Ann Nagel B. Connolly 
. a OUTLAWS OF THE ORIENT Col Col Outdoor J. Holt-Mae Clark E. B. Schoedsack 61 9/8 
8/20/37 SHADOWS OF THE ORIENT L. Darmour Mono Drama R. Toomey-E. Ralston B. Lynwood 
BROADWAY MELODY OF ’38 Jack Cummings MGM Musical R, Taylor-E. Powell-S. Tucker R. Del Ruth 115 8/18 
SHE’S NO LADY B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dverak-John Trent C. Vidor 65 8/18 
HOPALONG RIDES AGAIN H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd L. Selander 65 
PUBLIC COWBOY NO. 1® S. C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette J. Kane 60 9/22 
FLIGHT FROM GLORY Robert Sisk RKO Action O. Stevens-W. Bourne D. Silverstein 66 %/11 
LOVE UNDER FIRE N. Johnson 20th Rom-Com L. Young-D. Ameche G. Marshall 70 8/11 
MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR M. LeRoy WB Rom-Com K. Baker-J. Wyman A. E. Green 85 7/28 
FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS WB WB Rom-Com C. Reynolds-A. Sheridan Wm. Clemens 
8/27/37 IT’S ALL YOURS Wm. Perlberg Col Comedy M. Carroll-F. Lederer E. Nugent 
oe KING pt Arter keg MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
Harry Rapf MGM Melodrama B. Cabot-J. Chatburn E. Cahn 64 9/1 
WHERE THE WEST BEGINS R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
ATLANTIC FLIGHT William Berke Mono Western D. Merrill-Lambie William Nigh 59 9/22 
ON SUCH A NIGHT Em. Cohen Par Melodrama K. Morley-G. Richards E. A. Dupont 71 8/18 
MAKE A WISH Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-B. Rathbone K. Neumann 15 8/25 
THINK FAST, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Melodrama Lorre-V. Field Norman Foster 66 8/18 
WESTERN GOLD Sol Wurtzel 20th Western S. Ballew-H. Angel H. Bretherton 56 
DEAD END Sam Goldwyn UA Drama S. Sidney-J. McCrea William Wyler 90 8/4 
MAN WHO CRIED WOLF E. M. Asher U Melodrama L. Stone-B. Reed L. R. Foster 66 9/29 
CONFESSION WB WB Rom-Drama K. Francis-I, Hunter Joe May 85 77/2) 
9/3/37 IT HAPPENED IN HOLLYWOOD M. Connolly Col Comedy R. Dix-Fay Wray H, Lachman 
/%, GANGWAY GB GB Comedy Jessie Matthews Sonnie Hale 90 8/18 
BIG CITY Norman Krasna MGM Melodrama Tracy-Rainer F. Borzage 15 9/15 
GOD’S COUNTRY AND MAN R. N. Bradbury Mono Outdoor T. Keene-C. Henry R. N. Bradbury 
SOULS AT SEA Hathaway-Jones Par Drama Cooper-Raft H, Hathaway 89 8/11 
‘aot cee aoe E. aeeoen RKO Musical G. Poet Syria be A. coed 86 8/25 
H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr ovarro-L. Lane rving Piche 65 7/28 
THIN ICE R. Griffith 20th Musical Henie-Power-Treacher S. Lanfield 18 8/25 
eae OF ZENDA D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr a a, Coe q, senwe’ 100 9/1 
VARSITY SHOW L. Edelman WB Musical - Powell-Waring-Healy . Keighley 120 8/11 
9/10/37 COUNSEL FOR CRIME W. MacDonald Col Melodrama O. Kruger-J. Wells John Brahm 
THE WOMEN MEN MARRY M. Fessier MGM Drama J. Hutchinson-G. Murphy Earl Taggart 68 9/22 
aasaeht aaLcee B. P. Schulberg Par —e baie went Ng a cag éeeee be io 
I Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr son-M. Hun hris Cabanne 
BORNEO M. Johnson 20th Outdoor Mr. & Mrs. M. Johnson T. Talley 15 9/8 
WILD AND WOOLY * John Stone 20th Com-Dr J. -Withers-P. Moore Al Werker 90 7/21 
TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick UA Com-Dr T. Kelly-E. Patterson H. C. Potter 
100 MEN AND A GIRL J. Pasternak U Musical Durbin-Stokowski-Menjou H. Koster 85 9/8 
WINE, WOMEN AND HORSES - WB WB pe tee B. MacLane-A. Sheridan Louis King 64 9/29 
PRAIRIE THUNDER ryan Foy WB estern D. Foran-E. Clancy B. Eason 
9/17/37 GAME THAT KILLS H. L. Decker Col Melodrama C. Quigley-R. Hayward D. R. Lederman 55 9/22 
F ; THIRTEENTH GUEST (Reissue) M. H. Hoffman Mono Mystery G. Rogers-L. Talbot Albert Ray 65 9/6/32 
THE FIREFLY Hunt Stromberg MGM Operetta J. MacDonald-Allan Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH MGM MGM Comedy E. M. Oliver-J. Beecher Geo. B. Seitz 76 
THIS WAY PLEASE M. Shauer Par Musical B. Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 72 9/15 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett Irv. Cummings 105 8/4 
LADY FIGHTS BACK Ed Grainger U Drama I. Hervey-K. Taylor Miit Carruth 
THAT CERTAIN bd = ad a aan WB Rar, me ™ B. Davis-H. Fonda te a open 4 se 
LOVE TAKES FLIGHT ondor GN om-Com . Cabot-Beatrice Rober onra age 0 / 
9/21/37 THE BRIDE WORE RED J. Mankiewicz MGM Com-Dr J. Crawford-Tone D. Arzner 100 9/29 
STARS OVER ARIZONA R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 65 
wees LANG GOES —* - Par .. Melodrama G. nine Seaehe & ae = . 
0 NAUGHTY GIRLS m. Seiter Mystery J. Gleason-ZaSu w. ne / 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson Harold Young 
BEHIND THE MIKE Lew Brock U. Com-Dr W. Gargan-J. Barrett Sid Salkow 
BACK IN CIRCULATION ——* ws eee ome P. O’Brien-Blondell * a 100 1/28 
TRAILING TROUBLE ondor GN...... estern Ken Maynard . Rosson 
10/1/37 MADAME X J. K. McGuinness M Drama Gladys George-W. William Sam Wood 75 9/29 
A BRIDE FOR HENRY Mrs. W. Reid Mono Com-Rom Ann Nagel-W. Hull William Nigh 55 9/29 
HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME A. Hornblow Par Rom-Dr Irene Dunne-R, Scott R. Mamoulian 110 7/28 
MUSIC FOR MADAME Jesse L. Lasky RKO Musical N. Martini-J. Fontaine J. Blystone 77 9/15 
BOOTS AND SADDLES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-J. Allen Joseph Kane 
LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE H. Wiitson 20th Musical Ritz Bros.-P. Brooks W. A. Seiter 80 9/29 
CARNIVAL QUEEN eb yf eget a we = ‘ D. Kent-R. age . eg 3 a she ‘ioe 
LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA enry anke iog aul Muni-G. Sondegaar m. Dieterle / 
LOVE IS ON THE AIR Pee Foy aa A ae R. Reagan-June Travis Paw bho . 9/15 
SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT chertzinger usical Cagney-E. Daw ertzinger / 
10/8 /37 LIFE BEGINS WITH LOVE M. Connolly Col Rom-Com D. Montgomery-J. Parker Ray McCarey 
me PARTNERS IN CRIME Par Par Melodrama L. Overman-R. Karns Ralph Murphy 62 
SATURDAY’S HEROES Robt. Sisk RKO Football Van Heflin-M. Marsh Edw. Killy 58 9/29 
LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 20th Drama D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoff 
ROLL ALONG, COWBOY Sol Lesser ry a Smith ig ra — vm 
I MET MY LOVE AGAIN W. Wanger A om-Dr J. Bennett-H. Fon gan-Ripley 
IDOL OF THE CROWDS Trem Carr U Rom-Dr John Wayne-S. Bromiey Art Lubin 66 . 
THEY WON’T FORGET Mervyn LeRoy WB P en mae Yt a ar > LeRoy 98 6/30 
RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED A. Herman GN utdoor . Newill-C, Hughes erman 
et —_ ~ - oma aul 
/ NWICH VILLAGE W. MacDonald Col Mystery Fay Wray-Richard Arlen Al S. Rogell 
10, 15/37 See ULE WEDDING J. Mankiewicz MGM Rom-Com Wm. Powell-M. Loy R. Thorpe 85 9/22 
THE COUNTRY BEYOND R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Tom Keene R. N. Bradbury 
ANGEL Ernst Lubitsch Par Rom-Dr Dietrich-H. Marshall Ernst Lubitsch 86 9/15 
FIT FOR A KING David L. Loew RKO Comedy Joe 4 ws ns Mack — ge 13 9/1 
Sol Siegel Repub Western Three Mesquiteers m. itney 
aes * pee R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Temple-Hersholt-Treacher Allan Dwan 
THAT’S MY STORY Robt. Presnell nA or ar na C. ee eee Fra 5 fod Z 
V. Saville elodrama .. Banks-F. Robson im elan 
TONED THE GOAL. Bryan Foy WB Rom-Com Wm. Hopper-June Travis Noel Smith 62 
WALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G. Huston-R, Coleman , Chas. Lamont 
_—_—_—— __ = —E _ oS —————— —_ oe — = ——— ——E —— 
/ Everett Riskin Col Comedy I. Dunne-Carey Grant Leo McCarey 
“ - vad Te Ay SERRAS. M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson 
CONQUEST B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Charles Boyer Clarence Brown 
THUNDER TRAIL Par Par Western Marsha Hunt-Gilbert Roland Chas. Barton 56 9 29 
BREAKFAST FOR TWO Edw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall Alfred Santell . 
VICTORIA THE GREAT H. Wilcox RKO Biog Neagle-Walbrook Herb. Wilcox 110 8 25 
CHARLIE CHAN ON BROADWAY John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-Joan Marsh Eugene Forde 68 9/22 
STAND-IN : W. Wanger UA Comedy L. Howard-Joan Blondell Py Rest 
_GO-} ’ B. G. DeSylva U Musical B. Lahr-B. House-Auer rv, Cummings 
eT OO ee aeECIEN H. J. Brown WB Com-Rom E. Flynn-Joan Blondell Michael Curtiz 82 9/29 
HERE’S FLASH CASEY M. & A. Alexander GN Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory Lynn Shores 
/99 / —_ 1 i Col Melodrama Jack Holt-Wynne Gibson Louis D. Collins 
a LMETERT Nico Dick fat MG “Com Br” Manigomery Ramen “Gauri ) 
1 AY, PLEASE Mel Shauer Par Musical Buddy Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 72 9/15 
outa aoEs THE GROOM A. Lewis RKO Com-Dr B. Meredith-Ann Sothern Joseph Santley 66 
“ L. Schwab 20th Musical Cantor-T. Martin-J. Lang David Butler 
ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN I Fox-S Starr U Mystery P. Foster-Carol Hughes C. Cabanne 62 
WESTLAND CASE K “MM. LeRoy WB Drama Brian Aherne-de Haviland James Whale 95 9/29 
TEX TUDES WITH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
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...and what a box-office 
baby he is!...He and Minnie 
and Donald and Pluto and all 
the others... growing bigger 
and bigger day by day! 


GET READY TO RAVE ABOUT: 


“CLOCK CLEANERS“ 
“HAWAIIAN HOLIDAY” 
“LONESOME GHOSTS” 
“PLUTO'S QUINPUPLETS “” 
“DONALD'S OSTRICH” 
““WYNKEN, BLYNKEN AND NOD” 
“THE OLD MILL” . 


DISTRIBUTED BY 


RKO-RADIO 
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AAAA Ignoring IATSE Situation 
On Coast, At Least for Present 





Board of strategy of the Associated 
‘Actors and Artistes of America has 
decided to ignore, officially at least, 
the recent jurisdictional threat by 
the International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employes. Last Friday’s 
(24) board meeting, at which it was 
planned to vote an appeal to the 
American Federation of Labor ex- 
ecutive committee, was" cancelled 
and no further meeting is planned. 
Understood the session was called 
off because Kenneth Thomson was 
unable to attend. 

Idea apparently is that the IATSE 
has gotten itself out on the tip of 
a long limb and that any move by 
the Four A’s might only provide a 
chance for a face-saving maneuver. 
Pointed out by individual AAAA 
heads that the IATSE position is 
completely untenable and it would 
be unwise for the Four A’s to take 
any action whatever. 

General feeling among the Four 
‘A’s officials, now that the first sur- 
prise of the IATSE move has worn 
off, is that the threat will be bene- 
ficial to the various performer 
unions in Hollywood and New York. 
Although the threat has undoubtedly 
ended any chance for a tie-up be- 
tween the three major show business 
unions, for several years at least, the 
feeling is that the AAAA groups, the 
Screen Directors Guild, the Authors 
League of America and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians will 
now stand closer together than ever. 

Interchangeability of cards among 
the Four A’s groups is now virtually 
set. Screen Actors Guild, American 
Federation of Radio Artists and the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
have all approved the proposed new 
rule. Equity council was to approve 
it at the regular weekly meeting 
yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon. Ac- 
cording to the terms, those four 
groups will have interchangeability, 
with any other member bodies per- 
mitted to come into the arrangement 
if they so vote. Approval of the 
rule by the various boards is still 
not absolute, as the action in each 
case must be approved by the mem- 
bership at large. Understood the 
new rule calls for a central treasury, 
with the share of dues split between 
the various groups in which each 
performer works. All but Equity 
will have a sliding scale of dues, a 
complication that may have to be 
simplified at some later date. 





Holmden Raps Guild 
Hollywood, Sept. 29. 

Fight between the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees and the Screen Actors Guild 
for jurisdiction over actors was 
brought out in the open with is- 
suance of a statement by Harland 
Holmden, IATSE v.p., attacking the 
SAG for allegedly signing 11,000 
members when it had work for only 
1,500. IATSE statement, addressed 
to Robert Montgomery, president of 
SAG; Lewis Milestone, acting pres- 
ident of Screen Directors Guild, and 
Charles Brackett, acting president 
of the Screen Writers Guild, said 
that the ‘IATSE does not want the 
$5,000 a week person who, in most 
cases, acts strictly as though he was 
a company emissary advancing not 
only his company’s policies and pur- 
Poses, but his own selfish motives.’ 
Communication was in the nature 
of a reply to announcement Sept. 15 
by heads of the three Guilds that 
William Bioff, representing George 
E. Brown, president of the IATSE, 
Was not authorized to speak for the 
membership of any of the three 
Guilds when he stated the IATSE 
Was extending its jurisdiction to 
cover all workers in the film indus- 
try, including actors, directors and 
writers. 
While Holmden’s statement did 
not name the SAG, it was obvious 
© was referring to that organiza- 
tion when he stated: 
‘For the benefit of the studio 
Workers, William Bioff, chief of the 
IATSE, adequately summed up the 
Situation by the following state- 
ment, ‘As long as these groups were 
able to accomplish improved work- 
ing conditions for their members, 
the IA did assume a ‘hands off’ 
Policy, but we will not stand by 
= see the rank and file kicked 
— pillar to post, led by a chosen 
€w to satisfy a premeditated plan 
of the producers which amounts to 
nothing more or less than the tail 
y assing the dog. The 1ATSE is not 
md membership vulture, as we need 
— numerical strength nor 
oe from per capita tax, which 
i not be said for one of these 

mpany Guilds which has enrolled 


some 11,000 members when they 
have a peak call of not over 1,500 
when production is at its height. 
But, of course, this is as the pro- 
ducers would wish it. 

‘While it is evident that the 
Guild leaderships are tools of the 
producers and do nothing for the 
memberships, the IATSE .will not 
deny the pleas of the Guild mem- 
bership committees for affiliation 
with the IATSE, but will open the 
door to those seeking admission, as 
it is the right of.all to enjoy the 
right of organization of their own 
desire so that they and their families 
may have better existence.’ 

No Modification By IA 

The statement clearly indicated 
that the IATSE has not modified its 
program to assume jurisdiction over 
all workers in the industry, and to 
insist that the IATSE emblem be 
placed on all firms. 

Leaders immediately started cir- 
culating telegrams asking SAG to 
call special mass meeting of mem- 
bership to plan fight against en- 
croachment of the IATSE. First tele- 
gram prepared by John Carradine 
carried the following names: Fred 
MacMurray, Melvyn Douglass, Fred 
Keating, Allan Joslyn, Keye Luke, 


Victor Killian, Nedda Harrigan, 
William Harrigan, Nick Lucats, 
Lucian Prival, Gale Sondegaard, 


Jessie Ralph, Dorothy Tree, Mark 
Lawrence, Dorothy Peterson, ZaSu 
Pitts, Sarah Haden, Stella Adler and 
Lionel Stander. It was apparent 
there was dissension even among 
the actors, as several who signed 
later asked to remove their names. 
S.P.’s 200G Libel Suit 

Screen Playwrights, Inc., renewed 
its attack on the Screen Writers 
Guild by filing a $200,000 libel suit 
against the latter organization. Ac- 
tion is based on a letter allegedly 
written by Philip Dunne, chairman 
of the membership committee of 
SWG, to P. G. Wodehouse, urging 
the latter to resign from member- 
ship in the Playwrights. Complaint 
was signed by John Lee Mahin, 
president of the SP. Authors 
League of America, Inc., and di- 
rectors of the SWG were also named 
as defendants. 

Negotiating committee of Screen 
Directors Guild announced it was 
abandoning efforts to negotiate an 
‘amicable settlement’ with pro- 
ducers, and that any future action 
would depend upon desires of SDG 
membership. Committee was com- 
posed of Howard Hawks, A. Edward 
Sutherland and John Ford. Pro- 
ducers refused to negotiate with the 
organization unless unit was divided 
into two groups, one composed of 
the directors and the other of unit 
managers and assistant directors. 
Producers claimed work of two was 
dissimilar and that conflicting 
judgments would arise. 


COCALIS-20TH SETTLE 
OVERAGE SUIT FOR 106 


Suit of 20th Century-Fox against 
Sam Cocalis and his theatre circuit 
for overages on certain 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox films has been settled for 
$10,000, according to accounts. Trial 
was on one day. This suit has been 
hanging fire for a couple of years 
and in one instance went to the N. 
Y. Court of Appeals after the lower 
court once dismissed the case. The 
C. of A. ordered a new trial. 

The case was tu have come up be- 
fore N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Aaron Steuer. Settlement sugges- 
tion came from the bench, although 
parties had been on the verge of 
settling matters out of court a couple 
of times before, but Cocalis seem- 
ingly walked out each time. 

20th Century-Fox sued for around 
$26,000 and rather than be subjected 
to protracted court action and attor- 
ney costs, a settlement was urged by 
the company almost at the start. 
Cocalis is operator of the nabe Co- 
calis-Springer chain in N. Y. 


-Ramish, Gore Extend 
Coast Chain to Six 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

Pacific States Theatres (Ramish 
and Gore Bros.) have announced 
purchase of a site for erection of a 
deluxe theatre in Manhattan Beach, 
sixth house in its chain. 

Structure will house a 750-seat 
theatre. Construction will start 
around Oct. 25, with theatre ready 
for opening about March 1. 














Cost of land, building and equip- 
ment will run approximately $70,000. 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Hollywood Screen Publicists Guild 
now boasts 100% membership in the 
major Coast studios, with the ob- 
viating of difficulties that previously 
had kept the Metro flack contingent 
on the sidelines. Guild will hold a 
mass meeting at the Hollywood 
Legion Stadium, at which decisions 
will be made on all major problems. 

Membership now totals around 210, 
according to president Mervin 
Houser. 





l6mm. Newsreels 
Termed Unfair 
Trade Competish 


Several newsreel executives are 
exercised over what they contend is 
unfair competition from the 16- 
millimeter and 8-millimeter field, 
with one company reported getting 
out a duplicate of the regular news- 
reels only a few days after the five 
U.S. reels deliver to exhibitors. 
Castle Films now is putting out 
some nine issues of what it calls 
‘News Parade’ annually and as many 
editions of ‘See,’ which officially is 
said to contain shots of novelty or 
freak news matter. These are avail- 
able in both sizes, and also in sound. 

But the thing that has aroused 
several newsreels is the report that 
Metrotone’s ‘News of the Day’ is 
furnishing the newsreel clips at 
about $350 per reel. Castle this 
week refused to reveal where it ob- 
tained its material or whether or 
not this was the price when ques- 
tioned about Metrotone. Latter 
company, of course, can dispose of 
film as it sees fit. However, Castle 
spokesman was inclined to discount 
the unfair competition angle, con- 
tending that the newsreel only went 
to second-run accounts after the 
first three or four days. 

More than one newsreel company 
is aroused because they claim that 
such a practice is much the same as 
releasing a feature three or four 
days after it opens on Broadway 
for the 16-mm. trade. Thus far 
major producers have not made 
their features available in 16-mm. 
size until a year or more after na- 
tional release to exhibitors. 

No definite action has been taken 
thus far and the situation probably 
will not be laid before the Hays 
office because the newsreels figure 
that it is not within that organiza- 
tion’s jurisdiction. Possibility, how- 
ever, of repercussions among news- 
reel exhibitors as a result of freeing 
newsreel material for 16 and 8-mm. 
distribution so soon after the origi- 
nal release date has several news- 
reelers up in arms. 

One report was that the 16-mm. 
newsreel, when it contains last-min- 
ute material like the Hindenberg 
disaster and the Shanghai bombings, 
bears. no copyright insignia. This 
is denied by Castle Films with the 
statement that the reels were copy- 
righted. 








50 WB Extras East Get 
Checks Upped to $8.25 


Eastern office of the Screen Actors 
Guild last week obtained boosted 
checks for 50 extras used by War- 
ners in a racetrack short. Tilt was 
from $5.50 to $8.25. Involved the 
use of ‘wardrobe’ and ‘interviews.’ 

Told to report for mob shots, the 
50 extras were instructed by War- 
ners to wear topcoats and hats ‘as 
the weather might be cold.’ Were 
also ‘interviewed’ on their arrival at 
the Vitaphone studio as to suitabil- 
ity for the shot. 

On protest by Mrs. Florence Mar- 
ston, checks for the $2.75 difference 
were mailed to the players in- 
volved. 

Luther Reed, Inc., eastern com- 
mercial studio, has signed a contract 
_with the SAG. Number of other 
smallies are still outstanding, but 
Educational, Mentone and Blake are 
expected to sign within a few days, 
after minor huddles with Kenneth 
Thomson, SAG executive secretary. 


Washer to Coast 


Ben Washer, New York press head 
for Samuel Goldwyn, planes to the 
Coast today (Wednesday) for a 
week's stay. 

Will huddle with studio heads and 
0.0. new product, 








~ H’wood P. A.’s Guilded | 


North Dakota Divorcement Babense 
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Takes In Everything In Par's Suit 





ADD HEADACHES 


Cafeteria 





Union Protests 
Automat Plug 


Over 





Cafeteria union last week pro- 
tested to the Screen Actors Guild 
and Metro that Eleanor Powell was 
not giving the striking union a fair 
break because she had endorsed 
Horn & Hardart’s cup of coffee in 
advertising matter used by the cafe- 
terias. 

Check by SAG officials revealed 
that such endorsement was made 
about a year ago during a visit to 
N. Y., and that it was no fault of 
hers that an American Federation of 
Labor union now was picketing the 
automats. 

SAG obtained its charter from 
AFL, which is the reason the N, Y. 
branch was notified. 


INTER-ALLIED 
COUNCIL MEETS 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

The batile for the Screen Directors 
Guild for producer recognition is set 
for discussion tonight (Tuesday) at 
the first meeting of the Inter-Allied 
Council of the SDG, Screen Actors 
Guild, Screen Writers Guild, ete. 
Council will also mull the IATSE 
threat to assume jurisdiction of all 
phases of filming. 

Some leaders of the SDG favor 
making collective action in an ef- 
fort to force recognition while others 
favor waiting the arrival of Louis 
B. Mayer to present the matter to 
Mayer and Joseph M. Schenck. The 
SDG is anxious to have SAG sup- 
port before moving. 

Members of the Inter-Allied com- 
mittee are directors William A. Well- 
man, Frank Capra, Richard Wallace, 
Lewis Milestone; actors Ralph Mor- 
gan, Franchot Tone, Elizabeth Ris- 











don, Robert Montgomery; writers, 
Jane Murfin, Boris Igster, Philip 
Dunne and Charles Brackett. 


N. Y. DECKHANDS BALK 
AT ONLY 67, INCREASES 


New York stagehands, Theatrical 
Protective Union No. 1, is turning a 
cold shoulder upon the offer of pic- 
ture houses for a 6% increase this 
year, another 6% in 1938 and 6% in 
1939 as means of returning the 15% 
cut in de luxers that was taken by 
the hands in poorer times. The boost 
for other than de luxe theatres un- 
der the offer was 5% each year for 
three years in return for 12% slashes 
in pay. 

TPU instead wants a 15% raise 
now for de luxers and a 12% boost 
for other theatres, retroactive to 
Labor Day last. In demanding the 
return of the cuts now instead of 
over the three coming years, the 
N. Y. deckhands are attempting to 
get a better deal than Brooklyn, 
Local No. 4, did in accepting the 
offer of 6-6-6 and 5-5-5 last spring. 
No. 1 was made the same offer then 
but turned it down. Thus Brooklyn 
got its first 6% immediately and then 
this September got the second 6%, 
while No. 1, if accepting at this late 
date, would be a year behind Brook- 
lyn in recouping the slices. It is as- 
sumed that’s why No. 1 is refusing to 
take the 6-6-6 and 5-5-5 offers now. 

Operators in picture houses other 
than de luxers have accepted the 
10% increase offered them 10 days 
ago and are being paid this boost but 
acceptance is with the proviso, not 
exactly defined, that this is not the 
final deal. Further meetings with 
de luxers are yet to be held. 


SWG Hearing on Thurs. 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Screen Writers hearing before the 
National Labor Relations Board on 
jurisdiction, scheduled for Monday 
(27), was postponed until Sept. 30 
because no tried examiner was avail- 
able. 

Session on Thursday (30) will be 
devoted to the disposition of pre- 
liminary matters, including motion 
of producers challenging the juris- 
diction of the NLRB, and asking 














Minneapolis, Sept. 28. 

Paramount subsidiaries, the Pub- 
lix circuit and American Amuse- 
ment Co. are violating the Clayton 
amendment to the Sherman anti- 
trust act and the North Dakota 
criminal and civil codes by owning 
and operating 11 theatres in North 
Dakota, because these statutes for- 
bid one corporation from owning 


| another’s stock, when the effect is to 


destroy competition or when the 
combination tends to destroy compe- 
tition, it is alleged in answers filed 
to the Paramount-Publix federal 
court suit attacking the constitu- 
tionality of the North Dakota the- 
atre divorcement law and seeking a 
mandamus to prevent its enforce- 


ment. 
Because of such violations, the 
plaintiffs ‘are in no position and 


have no standing in court to ques- 
tion the validity of the act,’ the 
answers set forth, asking for dis- 
missal of the suit. 

J. P. Deveney and L. B. Schwartz, 
Northwest Allied counsel, and 
Abram F. Myers of national Allied 
States, who will assist the state of 
North Dakota in defending the suit, 
prepdred the answers. They con- 
tend the divorcement law is justi- 
fied because of the existence of a 
monopoly that has eliminated a free 
or competitive source of film supply. 

‘For a long time prior to the en- 
actment of the theatre divorcement 
law, eight major film distributors, 
including Paramount, produced more 
than 75% of the pictures exhibited 
in the U. S.,’ the answeres state. “The 
independent exhibitor, in order to 
remain in business, is compelled to 
buy the product of two or more of 
these companies, 

‘There is no free market in films, 
such as in other commodities. Par- 
amount refuses to sell its film to 
other theatres in direct competition 
with its own showhouses and it pur- 
chases the other companies’ products 
for its theatres to the exclusion of 
independent exhibitors. Its theatres 
receive preferential treatment from 
it and from other major distributors. 
As a result, it can put any inde- 
pendent exhibitor out of business 
and it is throttling competition. 

‘Throughout the U. S., Paramount 
has 1,400 affiliated theatres, Year 
by year it has gone increasingly into 
the exhibiting end of the business. 
It has a uniform contract for inde- 
pendent exhibitors, but relaxes 
this for its own theatres. 

‘Without the existence of this state 
law, every North Dakota independ- 
ent exhibitor would hold his prop- 
erty, lease and equipment at the 
mercy of either Paramount er one 
of the seven other major exhibitors, 
Furthermore, there would be no 
possibility of free competition in the 
business and it would be only a 
short time before Paramount en- 
joyed a monopoly of the business of 
exhibiting motion pictures in the 
state, and the other distributors and 
it would be in a position to build 
and acquire more theatres ‘to the 
detriment and jeopardy of inde- 
pendent exhibitors. In order to pre- 
serve competition and to stop mo- 
nopoly in the motion picture business 
in North Dakota the law is essential.’ 

The Sherman anti-trust law and 
North Dakota criminal and civil 
code have not been invoked because 
of the difficulty of proving the effect 
of the Publix theatre ownership and 
operation on competing independent 
exhibitors. Such proof, however, is 
= required under the divorcement 
aw. 

Unless Paramount is victorious in 
this suit Publix wil have to dispose 
of its 11 North Dakota theatres next 
year, 


AUTHORS LEAGUE IN N.Y. 
LAUGHS OFF 2006 SUIT 


No comment was forthcoming at 
Authors’ League of America head- 
quarters, N. Y., this week regarding 
the $290,000 libel suit of the Screen 
Playwrights against Screen Writers’ 
Guild, ALA branch. Was explained 
that Mare Connelly, ALA prez, is on 
the Coast and that papers in the suit 
had not been received at this end. 

Details of the action and the atti- 
tude of Connelly and other ALA 
and SWG tops isn’t known. Several 
individual ALA members were ine 








complaint that the Screen Writers | clined to dismiss the matter as un- 


Guild has presented be dismissed. 


important. 
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i... August 15th, Exactly 1,137 Radio Programs 


Have Publicized to Countless Millions ...... 


WARNER JOAN 


BAXTER — BENNETT 
"Walter WanSer's 


Voques of 1938" 


IN TECHNICOLOA 
. As Musical Presentations of Its Tuneful 
Score Have Skyrocketed 


‘THAT OLD FEELING” 


Into America’s Number 1 Song Hit. These Air-Lane 
Build-Ups Continue at the Rate of Hundreds a Day 
While Exhibitors All Over the Country Are Getting 
That New Feeling of Records Such as No Musical 
Picture Has Given Them For Months! 
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NEW YORK CITY .. grossed over $200,000. in twe weeks ef Radio City 
, Music Hall. 


‘BAN FRANCISCO... second week hold-over at United Artist Theatre. | 


BOSTON ... . played to over 30,000 people this week-end at Keith's Memorial > 
Theatre. Held over. 


DENVER... big business at the Denver forced move-over to the Aladdin—and then 
to the Broadway. 3 weeks continuous first run. 


with HELEN VINSON - MISCHA AUER 
ALAN MOWBRAY - JEROME COWAN 


MARIJORIE GATESON + DOROTHY McNULTY + ALMA KRUGER + POLLY ROWLES 


THE WALTER WANGER MODELS 


Directed by IRVING CUMMINGS 
Original Screenplay by Samuel and BeHa Spewack 


RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 
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The Girls Eye View 


By Marian Squire 











France Could Use the Westmores 

As the title implies, “The Lower Depths’ is not a particularly cheerful 
bit, the ‘Depths’ being the height of Paris misery and poverty. Roughly 
speaking, Jean Gabin as ‘Pepel’ is a Gallic counterpart of Spencer Tracy, 
and Louis Jouvet (in looks only) of Ned Sparks. Suzy Prim belies her 
name as the blonde harridan sister of gentle Junie Astor. Vladimar Soko- 
loft is the grasping villain—husband of Miss Prim, and Robert le Vigan 
is an actor who goes batty from drink and poverty and strings himself 
up toa convenient beam. 

Dialog is all in French, but exceptionally well done English captions 
tell you what’s going on if your French is weak—or non-existent. 

Realism is maintained by wardrobe in keeping with the surroundings. 
One cabaret scene gives a definite contrast in hair styling. There are none 
of those long, full glossy bobs so dear to Hollywood. Hair is done close 
to the head or longish in the back and close at the sides. But they’re still 
ignoring natural eyebrows and drawing a tiny, fine line where fancy lists. 
In fact, Junie Astor’s incredible eyebrows are practically the sole false 
note in the French slum scenes. 

The brothers Westmore could do a bit of missionary work in the coif- 
fure division. There is much blonde hair bleached to the soft, shiny 
quality of sun-dried hay. A sufferer from this treatment is Jany Holt, 
who is quite attractive outside of the cotton batting hair. 





Cagney O.K. for Hoofin’ 


When Jimmy Cagney isn’t taking a poke at someone or doing a little 
plain and fancy hoofing, ‘Something to Sing About’ is nothing to yell 
about. Cagney is light and graceful in his first musical, but as for his 
vocal efforts, he gives the impression that he knows as well as anyone 
else that his voice will never give Crosby or Powell any sleepless 
nights. He pastes no ladies in this opus, but stages one bang-up fight 
to keep the Cagney fans happy. 

Evelyn Daw, the Cagney heart flutterer, takes care of most of the 
vocal assignments in a pleasant if not very interesting voice. She bustles 
anxiously through her ingenue part, and seems vastly relieved when 
she can stop acting and just sing. 

Two of her best gowns are a telephone doll effect evening affair in 
sheer fluttering white, and a black and white street dress. The latter 
has an interesting top arrangement, back and full puffed sleeves of white 
embroidered organdie, with the black panel up the front, and a tiny 
white throat ruffle. 

Mona Barrie, complete with foreign accent which she doesn’t forget 
once, is the blonde menace, looking most effective in a flowing white 
hostess gown, with strass outlining the huge sleeves and banding the front. 

The old Hollywood assumption that newspapers forget foreign wars, 
political battles and the latest scandal when they get a bit of West Coast 
gossip, prevails in this picture. Every move of star Terry Rooney (Cagney) 
is reported in screaming headlines all over the country, to the exclusion 
of all other news. 

Gene Lockhart does a swell job as the self-important producer, and 
William Frawley is a properly harried and haywire p.a, 





Bette Davis Suffers All Over Again 


It’s a little frightening to think what ‘That Certain Woman’ might have 
been without Bette Davis, Henry Fonda and all the other nice people 
the picture is fortunate enough to have in the cast. When things aren’t 
happening to Miss Davis, she is making sacrifices, and vice versa—in such 
quantities that they might stretch both credulity and risibilities—but 
because they happen to Miss Davis, there’s nothing funny about it. 

You've got the whole works, including a termagant father, whom Donald 
Crisp makes someone to conjure with, and Henry Fonda's invalid wife, who 
is Anita Louise looking very fetching in an over-one-eye black hat and 
a wheel chair. Ian Hunter is the sort of friend every girl dreams of having 
(and she can just go on dreaming it up for all the good it does her, usually). 
Sidney Toler contributes a swell detective, and Mary Phillips is a staunch 
but disapproving friend. 

Orry-Kelly does well by the wardrobe, which is subdued, so it won’t 
take your mind off the action, or such is the natural assumption. Miss 
Davis is in squarish-shouldered tailoreds with swing skirts and little round 
white collars for the most part. One negligee is neatly arranged to outline 
her tiny figure, rearward, with shiny satin panels to call attention to the 
front. She wears a variety of styles, the most becoming being a new one 
all smoothed back on top with a cascade of longish curls in the back. 
You can’t copy it by brushing your hair straight back, though. There’s a 
tricky little arrangement of shadow waves above the ears to keep you from 
looking skinned. 

There’s some not too believable newspaper hounding thrown in, with 
Hugh O'Connell leading the pack and remaining to be a loyal friend—and 
that does happen once in a while. 

Picture is based on, or rather suggested by the Valentine’s Day mas- 
sacre, with Miss Davis the unfortunate widow of one of the toughies, and 
that’s about the least devastating thing that happens to her right up to the 
“everything’s going to be all right now’ fadeout. 





Deanna As a Little Miss Fix-It 


It seems a shame to use players like Adolphe Menjou and Mischa Auer as 
mere background for Deanna Durbin. She’s a refreshing youngster, but 
Menjou has much more entertainment value than the lot of a harried trom- 
bone player allows him. 

‘100 Men and a Girl’ doesn’t quite make up its mind whether it is a 
concert or a comedy, having the colorful Leopold Stokowski for music 
lovers, and Mischa Auer, Alice Brady and Frank Jenks for laughs, with 
Miss Durbin running back and forth between the two factions. It’s nice 
to know that Miss Durbin has such a remarkable voice for her age, but 
only an operatic name—a big one—can impress an audience out of bore- 
dom with ‘A Heart That’s Free’ and others of the parlor concert group, 
especially when they go on for so long. Eugene Pallette, giddy Alice 
Brady’s husband, and Billy Gilbert are assets to the comedy end. 

Miss Durbin, as a little Miss Fix-it, dashes about in little-girl frocks, 
the dressing up left to Miss Brady. She wears a long white chiffon cut to 
a deep front-V, outlined in strass, with panels floating from the shoulders. 
Her new hair arrangement is the best coiffure break she’s had—a short full 
bob smoothed back from the face, but not flat to the head. 





French Rewrite Hapsburg History 

Charles Boyer plays the ill-fated Archduke in ‘Mayerling’ and if you 
need to know any more except how to get to the Filmarte, N. Y., it’s your 
loss. Of course, if you aren’t in the mood for misery, don’t bother, be- 
Cause any filmgoer knows that no good will come of it when a royal son’s 
romance is frowned upon by royal papa. Even less good than usual comes 
of it in ‘Mayerling,’ based as it is on the famous Hapsburg tragedy. Al- 
though historians still disagree about what actually happened, producers 
of “Mayerling’ take the matter out of the graybeards’ hands and arbi- 
trarily finish the royal lovers off in a suicide pact. 

. can't be easy to emote in tight basques and bustles, but Danielle 
— manages this with more restraint than seems actually necessary. 
=. Universal has signed her for a term of years it might be a good idea 
or Mile. Darrieux to develop another facial expression. The one she 
employs is very good for ‘Mayerling,’ but might become a trifle monoto- 
nous in time. 

wo members of the cast will be recognized from ‘The Lower Depths,’ 
pe “eared Sokoloff and Suzy Prim. Miss Prim shows a lot of versatility 
Nd a fair portion of Miss Prim in the ornate drop-shoulder court gowns, 


(Continued on page 27) 


| football time now being here. 
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Bill Fox 
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various companies that formerly 
compromised Bill Fox’s film king- 
dom. 

The manpower and the system 
and the policies are entirely new, 
and so are conditions. These are 
arguments which are going on most- 
ly unofficial behind the scenes. 


Petered Out Two Months Ago 


There was a time, a couple of 
months or so ago back that Bill 
Fox, through the mediation of 
friends, had a chance to talk per- 
sonally on peace with his adver- 
saries. However, something went 
loco then. From what has been 
gathered, Fox in seeking peace also 
sought to lay down the conditions 
which were found to be onerous to 
his adversaries. 


There are millions involved, pro 
and con, and it’s stiil at the cross- 
roads of settlement, so that if in the 
next few months a definite peace 
action arises, it will not be too sur- 
prising to the trade, and hardly un- 
expected to insiders. 

Fox Film and Fox Theatres, to- 
gether, have suits pending against 
William Fox, in Nassau County, 
aggregating sought damages of up- 
wards of $25,000,000. Bill Fox has 
counter-claims for alleged breach of 
contract, and in which he seeks 
damages of around $2,000,000. Di- 
rectly or indirectly, the parties are 
involved in other pending litigation. 

And if Fox settles, what will he 
do next? That’s one of the conun- 
drums plaguing some. Fox is far 
from through. He is interested in 
a color process, home movies, pat- 
ents and camera equipment. 

Not yet 60, and although his 
health is stated by friends to be pre- 
carious, Bill Fox’s interests are still 
mostly of the film business, in or 
out of litigation. 


Korda Due Back 


(Continued from page 5) 

















through. Doubts are expressed in 
this regard. 

And it is known that the parties 
are still discussing ways and means 


| 








Lefty Golfs with Exchange Men 
Just Hopin’ He'll Hit a Branch Mgr. 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
New York, Sept. 28. 





Dear Aggie: 

Well, the Legion convention is over and everybody in New York seems 
to be happy about it, especially the boys and girls in front of the Palace, 
the first time they’ve been able to stand there since the Legion was in 
town. I get a great kick talking to the old gang. Some of ’em are getting 
along pretty well playing night clubs; others are working at odd jobs, 
and some are playing the ponies. A few of ’em look pretty seedy—they 
look so seedy they’re afraid to pass a canary. I missed Meyer and Effie 
Gerson’s restaurant. They are going to open a place on the Coast. They 
sure deserve good luck because they're grand folks and have done plenty 
to help the actors for the past 25 years—they ironed many a wrinkle 
out of troupers’ stomachs. 

You’d a been proud of me in the parade, Aggie. The three of us from 
the Coolacre Post joined in with the rest of the Californians and we made 
a great showing. We kinda spread out. It was a pretty long march and 
it wasn’t as easy on my tootsies as it used to be years ago when I ‘kicked 
‘em around’ in the Dockstader show. I think I’m going to sue my arches 
for non-support. Ha Ha. 

A lot of people thought it was nonsense for a lot of guys to be marching 
all day and getting a little stewed and raising hell. But I say with every- 
body in Europe marching with guns and cannons and long faces we ought 
to be very happy we got a lot of guys just marching with canes and only 
looking for laughs. And as for hell-raising, you remember Aggie when 
we played the college towns, especially football season, and they're sup- 
posed to be educated guys. Boy, give me them Legionnaires against one 
college town that’s rubbed down with a bar rag. 

Who do you think I run into last week? Elsie Moore, the girl I did an 
act with before I met you. You shoulda got a load of her. She's awful 
fat and has a shape like boiling cabbage. She looks like a stack of mel- 
lons. She’s married to a guy who owns a stove repair shop in Iowa. He 
was here for the Legion convention and brought her and their three kids. 
He’s a typical towner. Has one of them last bid voices and ties his shoe- 
strings into knots so he can stay up late. He sure is proud that his wife 
was once an actress and when there’s anybody around he asks her to sing. 
She’s still a little stage-struck because she sings when he asks her and she 
still hits those high ones low. They invited us to see them whenever we 
get to Iowa. I wonder who's booking that now? 

I was invited to a dinner they gave Jack Norworth and Aggie, I wish you 
were there. It was a real tribute to a real guy. Willie Collier, Sr., spoke 
and the kids of today can learn plenty from him just watching him time 
his stuff. Then Julius Tannen had ’em in the aisles with his button- 
busters; he is still the greatest of all monologists. Then Gene Buck made 
a talk. Gee, Aggie, that guy is got plenty of heart and how he does love 
his Broadway and his brother and sister troupers. With guys like that, 
Broadway can never die. Then Jack Norworth got up and told us this 
was the first dinner ever given to him in all the years he has been in show 
business. It seems funny, they’ve been giving dinners to guys that even 
sign a contract for a short, and here is a great trouper, one of the key- 
stones of our profession, gets his first dinner. It’s a screwy street. 

I know you'll laugh when I tell you I was out playing golf with some 
of the men here from the Film Exchange. I didn’t want to go because 
you know I ain’t so hot at this pasture billiards. But I figured I might 
get luck and hit a branch manager with a ball. We made up a foresome 
and I afterwards find out the three guys I was playing with were three 
checkers from the Coast branch here for a visit. I shouldn’t have bragged 





for raising the option money through 
the American group of Atlas and 
Lehman, bankers for RKO.. In that 
event, the most likely result could 
be an amalgamation of RKO and 
U.A. 

Korda has managed to raise 
$3,000,000 half of the amount it 
is understood, coming from the 
Prudential Assurance Co., with $1,- 
000,000 from Lord Beaverbrook in 
the form of a personal loan to Korda 
and $500,000 from a prominent local 
exhibitor believed to be Sidney 
Bernstein, who controls a large cir- 
cuit of cinemas booked in conjunc- 
tion with Gaumont-British. 

Beaverbrook is back of a new 
newsreel organization called Nation- 
al, which opens at Oscar Deutsch’s 
new Odeon on the Alhambra site 
next month. His son recently joined 
the Odeon directorate, also buying 
in on Jack Davis’ newsreel circuit, 
which will be extensively enlarged. 

All of which is further tied in by 
the fact that the Deutsch-Odeon cir- 
cuit is openly allied with United 
Artists here in theatre operation. 


Grosses Off 


(Continued from page 3) 











about how much business I did on our last checked picture. 

Glad to hear you had a couple of good pictures since I've been away. 
The only trouble, as you say, with good pictures is that the kids sit through 
them twice. The boys got a big laugh when I told them that you hung 
your washing on the marquee and people thought it was a strip tease and 
packed the joint. That’s a good gag Aggie. 

Expect to start back this week. Want to see a few shows, so far the 
shows I’ve seen all seem to have people that were in ‘Three Men on a 
Horse.’ Everybody is doing a Levine, Hart and Shirley Booth. Somebody 
called it mass production, 

I hope this finds you well and happy. I want to show Kerwin and 
Mallen the Statue of Liberty, they’ve never seen it, and I want to see it 


too. Everybody wants to be remembered to you. I do miss you a lot, 
Aggie, and.will be glad to see your funny face again. Love and kisses SEZ 
Your 
Lefty. 


P. S.: Gene Fowler sez, ‘after listening to some of these radio comics it 
seems most of them cut their jocular veins.’ 
s 


on leading ‘A’ releases but with | 


lesser pictures figured it isn’t bring- 
ing in startling totals. Pictures on 
display currently which are good, 
big or excellent at the b.o. are 








U Situation 
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ly higher than they were a year ago 
does not reflect fear that the down- | 
ward trend of the market and un- 
rest in Wall Street is affecting the 
b.o. Operators point out that the 
history of depressions has always | 
been that the theatres are the last | 
to be hurt. Moreover, it is felt that 
conditions throughout the country | 
generally are not reflected in the) 
way Wall Street is acting, over? | 
check at least, so far as theatres are | 
concerned, making it appear that | 
conditions are vastly improved over 
last season. 

There are many local reasons why 
pictures may not be showing larger 
gross gains over comparative prod- 
uct of 12 months ago and it may be | 
that radio is one answer. The strong 
trend toward sports of all kinds, 
though seasonal and sectional, may | 
also be cutting away a little bit, | 





This week, throughout the nation. 
business is ranging from good to big 





‘Double or Nothing,’ ‘Lost Horizon,’ 
‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘Souls at Sea,’ ‘100 
Men and a Girl,’ ‘Thin Ice,’ ‘Prisoner 
of Zenda,’ ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some,’ ‘Dead End,’ ‘Vogues’ and 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse.’ 

This, a large and very representa- 
tive list of b.o. hits, isn’t getting as 
much from the public as might be | 
expected. Operators at least contend | 
that it should be more. 


| Selznick 


(Continued from page 3) 














biggest 
| the company, is still the head of the 
\ firm. Cowdin as chairman and over- 


the company that this may be suc- 
cessfully handled from operations. 
No abridgment of the authority 
of Charles R. Rogers over production 
has been made nor contemplated. 
Rogers is understood to have come 
east with records and figures uphold- 
ing his kind of studio operation, and 
the intimations are that he obtained 
a ‘moral victory,’ and will return to 
the Coast at the close of this weck 
with wings spread and not clipped. 
R. H. Cochrane, president and 
individual stockholder of 


lord of the various operating com- 
mittees and boards within the com- 





essary cash supply to swing the op- | 
tions costing around $6,000,000. 

The Selznick party and Wanger 
are due in New York Monday (4).| 
Jock Whitney will be in the East 
at that time. Accompanying Selznick 
will be Myron Selznick; George Cu- 
kor, wn? will direct ‘Wind’; Jacques 
Deval, Selznick writer, and Barbara 
Keon, production assistant to Selz- 
nick. Only official feature of the 
trip east by the Selznick party is for 
discussions on ‘Wind’ with Whitney 


pany remains in unaltered sway. 

Universal has made every effort 
to keep its problems to itself. Since 
N. L. Nathanson bought into U's dis- 
tribution system in Canac‘a, the name 
of the Canadian nabob has become 
involved in all sorts of accounts 
coupling him to Universal in a big- 
ger way. 

Now talk is heard in the trade that 
Nathanson might be interested in ob- 
taining financial control of all of 
Universal, or the American end at 





and Sidney Howard. Latter has 


least, additional to his present con- 


| trol of the Canadian end of the come 


| written a lengthy treatment of the| pany. Nathanson is financially able, 


book. {it is held, to swing such a deal. 
Wanger, who was here three} Jules Brulatour is another big 
weeks ago, was called back to cul| name mentioned, but downtown ace 


three pictures, assertedly leavin] counts give the imvression that Brus 
unstated unfinished business in New | latour (Eastman Kodak) also might 
York. Hal Horne, associated with | desire to dispose of his interest in 
him, is still in the east. Universal. 
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SOCK! 


His first modern dress 
role in nearly a year! 


Same author, same box- 
office zip as ‘It Hap- 
pened One Night’! 


A S-comic team comes 

roaring thru as no 
cast ever has before! ine 
» wpe 
R 


Directed by Michael Curtiz * Screen 
Play by Norman Reilly Raine, 
Lawrence Riley, and Brewster 
Morse and Fritz Falkenstein* From 
the story by Samuel Hopkins 
Adams « A First National Picture 


+ 











SOCK TOBER! 


THE LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA (PAUL MUNI, Gale 
Sondergaard, Joseph Schildkraut, Erin O’Brien-Moore) 


THEY WON'T FORGET (Claude Rains, Gloria Dickson, 


Edward Norris, Otto Kruger, Lana Turner) 


THE PERFECT SPECIMEN 


THE GREAT GARRICK (BRIAN AHERNE, OLIVIA 
de HAVILLAND, Edward Everett Horton, Melville 
Cooper, Lionel Atwill, Henry O'Neill) 


WEST OF SHANGHAI (BORIS KARLOFF as Gen- 


eral Wu Yen Fang, Beverly Roberts, Ricardo Cortez) 


WARNER BROS! 
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Pulp Mags—Authors 
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likewise reported unable to sell the 
other. 

Mags dropped by Street & Smith 
are Pocket Love, Pocket Detective, 
Pocket Western, Topnotch, Com- 
plete, Feds, Whisperer and Skipper. 
Popular, formerly known as Hard- 
Boiled, was dropped earlier. 

Costs 


With the future trend of pulps 
uncertain, publishers are giving 
costs even closer scrutiny than is 
usual in this field of carefully 
budgeted expenditures. To produce 
one issue of a pulp runs to about 
$6,009 for 200,000 copies and at 
least 50% must be sold to break 
even. A profit of $300-$500 per is- 
sue is considered doing fairly well 
from a publishing standpoint. Most 
pulps sell for 10c-l5e on news- 
stands, from which the publisher 
gets 5c-6c on 10-centers, about 10c- 
lic on 15-centers. Overhead and 
cost of returns is high. A consider- 
able number of these, however, are 
sold abroad, especially in England. 

Altogether there are about 150- 
200 pulps published, with the pres- 
ent trend away from’ weeklies, 
toward monthlies and quarterlies. 
Trend is also to mags of 112 pages 
instead of 128 because of upped 
costs. The total number of maga- 
zines fluctuates ‘considerably, as 
perhaps no other business outside of 


show business destroys so many 
get-rich-quick hopes. 
Pulps are a_ seasonal business, 


with spring and early summer the 
worst seasons of the year. The poor- 
est months are April through July. 


The editoriai cost per issue for a 
pulp runs from $600-$1,000, with 
some houses getting by on less. Es- 
timates of monthly editorial bills for 
the entire field vary. Some say 
about $75-100,000 per month. Har- 
old B. Hersey, whose recently pub- 
lished book ‘Pulpwood Editor’ has 
attracted much favorable attention, 
declares it to be $250,000 per month. 


Few Earn Over $10,000 a Year 


Only a few writers in the field 
do outstandingly well financially, 
but about 30-46 writers make up- 
wards of $10,000 a year. Consistent 
pulpsters to make a satisfactory liv- 
ing must turn out and sell 10,000 
words a week, but of the total man- 
uscripts received by mags, it is es- 
timated that only about 1% is 
usable. 


Public taste is currently swinging 
to smarter stuff in the magazine 
field and this has influenced the 
pulps to some extent. Depression 
material for pulps is morbid stuff. 
Horror stuff goes over big in bad 
times. With improved conditions, 
love and adventure go better. With 
taste in reading matter currently 
going up, the trend in pulps today 
is to print more subjective mate- 
rial, with perhaps -slightly less em- 
phasis on action. While action al- 
ways remains the principal charac- 
teristic of any pulp story, at the 
present time, more character and 
emotion is being introduced. 

One pulp executive claims that 
pulps are a great means of blowing 
off steam, and points out that lynch- 
ings occur most frequently in states 
where pulp sales are poor. 


The average pulp yarn is directed 
to an adolescent reader market. The 
mental age of the pulp reader is con- 
sidered to be that of a 17-year-old 
boy who naturally demands excite- 
ment and plenty of it. Pulp houses 
aware of the trend today are how- 
ever, coaxing in the character reader. 
One fact remains unchanged how- 
ever, a pulp yarn always tells a 
Story. 


Failures of pulp magazines which 
have tried the slick formulas are 
frequent. You can’t make a city 
Slicker out of a hick farmer, because 
the result is always rejection by the 
Pulp public. Neither will it pay to 
try to sell ads. ‘Pulps as a general 
rule don’t care much about ads or 
Subscriptions as the budget is care- 
fully watched and such publications 
are more cheaply delivered in bulk 
and sold on stands. Advertising be- 
yond a certain point raises the mail- 
ing rates, 


The pulp field fafls into three gen- 
eral classifications: one-third are 
Westerns, one-third mystery and de- 
tective, and one-third miscellaneous, 
but headed up by love and adven- 
ture. Others in the miscellaneous 
8roup include confession, pseudo- 
Scientific, spicy, sport, ghost, horror, 
aviation and such specialized fields 
as astrology. 

The pulps have for many years 
oy recognized as the ‘borscht cir- 
wut’ for slick writers. Just as legit 





actors and newcomers to the play- 
writing game often get experience 
in the hinterlands, so the pulp field 
offers an opportunity to the new- 
comer. A lot of pulp writers stay on 
this ‘borscht circuit’ and eat steadily 
once they hit it right, while many 
slick writers are going hungry. In 
the eyes of the arty writer, they 
may stoop to conquer, but they eat. 
The pulp writer who gets going may 
sell all his stuff, while even the good 
slick writersmay place only 30% of 
his material. 
No. 1 Pulpster 


The dean of pulpsters both from 
the point of view of money and pres- 
tige is Max Brand (Frederick Faust) 
who does his work from the French 
Cote d’Azur and is said to gross 
$100,000 per year. Others high up 
in the money brackets are Earle 
Stanley Gardner, 40, and an ex- 
lawyer who earns about $75,000 a 
year. Arthur Burks, H. Bedford 
Jones and Charles Francis Coe are 
other well established writers in the 
field. 


Prominent among the graduates 
are Dashiell Hammett, James Warner 
Bellah, Octavus Roy Cohen and 
Ernest Haycox, who now sells west- 
erns to Collier’s. 

Alumnae of the Pulps 


Women who have written for pulps 
and stepped out into the slicks in- 
clude Faith Baldwin, Mary Roberts 
Rinehart, Vina Delmar. The first two 
of these sold their fist stories to Bob 
Davis when he was an editor at 
Munsey’s. Some writers keep a foot 
in both fields dividing their time be- 
tween writing for pulps and for 
slicks, 

Other women writers include Jane 
Littel who edits two love mags and 
writes in addition about three stories 
per week, Peggy Gaddis, from 
Georgia, said to be supporting three 
families, Mazie Gregg who turns out 
1,000,000 words a year and at 30 has 
written her 30th novel. 


The picture angle of pulps is be- 
coming more important today. Big 
firms are now watching the better 
pulps more than heretofore and even 
see advance copies of the mags when 
possible. Stories are sometimes pur- 
chased just for the title with~only 
one or two situations saved. One pulp 
writer recently turned two picture 
scenarios into pulp stories. Trailers 
will advertise the story in the mag, 
and the mag will push the picture 
with ads, thus geiting extra pub- 
licity for both. 


Columbia which will release four 
serials this season has already ar- 
ranged to have one of them appear 
simultaneously in pulps. The four 
s¢rials are Frank Buck (animals), 
Frank Hawks (aviation), Secret of 
Treasure Island (adventure and 
pirates), and Wild Bill Hickok 
(western) Treasure Island has been 
sold to pulps. Argosy recently 


bought.a story on Warner's ‘Invita-, 


tion to Murder.’ 


Leading agents in the pulp field in- 


clude Ed Bodin, August Lenniger, 
Lurton Blassingame and _  Ropert 
Thomas Hardy. Latter firm is con- 
ducted by the widow of the agent. 


Breaking into the pulp field is 
about as difficult as getting into any 
other. It’s tough to get started. How- 
ever, about 50% of the slick writers 
today have come up through pulps, 
and these include H. G. Wells, 
Theodore Dreiser and Sinclair Lewis. 
Of the other 50%, half hit the slicks 
direct and the rest through having 
a successful novel. Every ms. that 
comes into a pulp office is read, and 
once a new find is made, pulp pub- 
lishers, who are notorious as follow- 
the-leader-boys all jump aboard and 
are anxious to buy the newcomer’s 
stuff. 


Since the organization five years 
ago of the American Fiction Guild, 
which acts like the Authors League 
for pulpsters, much has been done 
to raise the level of the pulp writer, 
particularly in his own esteem. It 
is estimated that about 1,000 pulp- 
sters are making a fair living at this 
work throughout the country today 


with about 300 paid up members in | 


the Guild. The organization has done 
much to glorify the American pulp- 
ster. 


While smart publishers in the field 
are watching their step to see that 
they do not go the way of vaudeville 
to which a pulp book has been com- 
pared, and which the old Literary 
Digest did when the new forms of 
news weeklies came in, the writer 
who has the stuff will get along. Not 
everyone can stand the gaff of turn- 
ing out at least 10,000 saleable words 
a week, however, which is what it 


takes to earn $100 a week in the 


field. 








Theatre Circuit Carbons 
Rival Chain’s Air Idea; 
Walt Framer Heads Both 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 

Two different programs on the 
same station for rival theatrical cir- 
cuits—that’s what Walt Framer, air 
vet here, is doing currently on 
WWSW. It’s the result of Harris 
Amusement Co, taking over the 
sponsorship of his ‘Show Shopper’ 
program, which has been kicking 
around as a_ée sustainer first on 
WWSW and then KDKA for more 
than a year now. 

Deal was closed over week-end 
and includes Framer’s wife, Nan 
Grayson, billed as ‘Cinema Lady.’ 
It’s a 15-minute period at 5:45 p.m. 
every day in the week except Sat- 
urday and Sunday. 

At same time, Framer will con- 
tinue his ‘Footlights and Shadows’ 
program under Warner Brothers’ 
sponsorship on WWSW every morn- 
ing at 11:30. This snow runs ior 
half-hour and has been in existence 
for couple of years. Program; for 
both circuits are essentiaily the 
same, news, gossip, previews and 
plugs for attractions playiag in cir- 
cuits’ respective houses. 


DAVE IDZAL WANTS 
FEES FROM FOX DET. 


Detroit, Sept. 28. 

Dave Idzal, manager and trustee 
of Fox theatre, here, has filed peti- 
tion with federal court asking fee 
for his services during reorganiza- 
tion of theatre. Idzal’s petition is 
part of claims, aggregating $346,203 
(the largest sum ever sought here in 
bankruptcy proceedings), in connec- 
tion with reorg of theatre. Idzal, 
who served as temporary and per- 
manent trustee as well as manager 
of the theatre, has askeds the 
court to determine if he is en- 
titled to fees in addition to his $200 
weekly salary, plus $25 for expenses 
as manager of the house. 

When appointed trustee, Court 
told Idzal he would serve without 
pay, but in his petition Idzal de- 
clares that in view ‘of substantial 
change in financial condition of the 
company’ he feels he’s entitled to 
receive a fee in addition to salary. 

George A. Marston, referee in 
bankruptcy, is scheduled to pass on 
fees asked by lawyers, banks, etc., 
some time this week. Reorg of the 
theatre was approved several weeks 
ago by Judge Ernest A. O’Brien, the 
plan calling for leasing of spot to 
Skouras Bros. Complications have 
delayed turning over of the theatre 
to the new Fox Michigan Corp., and 
minority stockholders last week filed 
an appeal in Cincinnati court of ap- 
peals. Latter development is ex- 
pected to delay till past Jan. 1 the 
switching of theatre’s control to new 


corporation. ** * 


Appealing:for Pennsy 
md 2 Spanish Pix 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

Prometheus Pictures, New York, 
owners of ‘The Spanish Earth,’ film 
which was banned by Pennsy State 
Board of Censors here two weeks 
ago, have filed an avpeal. Board has 
agreed to take another gander at pic 
with full membership present. 

Court fight is also on to force ap- 
proval of ‘Spain in Flames,’ which 
was nixed here last February after 
groun of 50 was appointed by Gover- 
nor Earle to view it, when an avpeal 
was taken to Censor Beard’s thumbs 
down. Hearing in Common Pleas 
court will be held early in October 
on an order requiring censors to 
show why their ruling should not be 
reversed. 

’ ‘Spanish Earth’ was deemed ‘too 
| horribly gruesome for general r>- 
| lease,’ but indicated there misht be 
/no objections if exhibited for adults 
only. Feared it might create a mor- 
| bid interest in kids to start a scrap. 
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| Southio’s Acquisitions 
Hamilton, O.. Sent. 28. 
Southio Theatres, headquartered 
| here, has taken over the Kentucky 
and State, Danville, Ky.. nrevioislv 
|operated by Warners. Bill Yea‘el 
j has been named city manager. Com- 
| pany operates ihe Puramourt, Fal- 
ace and Rialto here, and the Para- 


| mount, Gordon, Sorg and Strand, at | 


Middletown. The Palace and Marion, 
at Marion, O., operated unie> name 
of Midhio Theatres, is part of the 
chain. 

Tracy Barham is general manazer, 
~ George Fettick, booker. 
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Pix Biz in No Mood to Dicker 


With Production or Selling 


Of Visual 





Lost: One Blackjack 





A new type of item for the 
lost and found department at 
fheatres is on file at the Para- 
mount, N. Y. 

It’s a blackjack that has seen 
obvious wear but no _ one’s 
claiming it so far. 


Detroit Film Chain 
Believes in Airing 


Pix to Build Up B.0. 


Detroit, Sept. 28. 
Fourth statewide ether bally of a 
film, by United Detroit Theatres 
(Par), was aired Sunday (26) over 
WXYZ, WWJ, WJR, WMBC and 
WJBK, Detroit,.and eight stations of 
WXYZ’s state net. 


Bally centered on ‘Double or Noth- 
ing’ (Par), which opens at the 
Michigan theatre here Friday (1), 
and included music in the film plus 
dramatized excerpts from the plot. 
Originated in the WXYZ studios, en- 
acted by WXYZ players under the 
direction of James Jewell. 


Program is the fourth in less than 
six months to build up theatre b.o. 
through ether bally. With success 
of the past ones, understood the 
stunt will be used extensively in the 
future. 


BANKO TEST IN NEB. 
TO HIGHEST COURTS 


Lincoln, Sept. 28. 
Fate of bank night in Nebrask#? 
lays with the supreme court judges 
now, case having been argued be- 
fore them this week in the final re- 
view of District Judge Fred Mass- 
more’s Beatrice Theatre Corp. (Fox- 


wesco) lottery decision of last April. 
Case was to have been a test, to de- 
cide for all time and in all instances 
of bank night practice in Nebraska, 
the district court judgment to af- 
fect the whole state. 


Wrangle started when case went 
against the bank nighters and they 
refused to stop in other spots as 
well as failed to bring the case im- 
mediately to supreme court review 
to have it settled. Omaha Motion 
Picture Exhibitors Association with 
28 theatres was placed under tem- 
porary injunction by the court 
against operation with bank night. 
and the court allowed the injunction 
to stand after argument preliminary 
to the lottery review. Took stand 
that the lottery final decision would 
answer the whole problem. 


Judge Messmore, now a member 
of the supreme bench but ineligible 
to participate in the decision, is an 
interested by-sitter. Judge said that 
any man giving of time and going 
out of his way to register, or be 
near the theatre when a drawing 
is being conducted, is giving con- 
sideration, whether he buys a ticket 




















or not. Such consideration to par- 
ticipate in a drawing makes it a 
lottery in the eyes of the state 


statute, he believes. 


Such was argument of the attor- 
ney general's office. William H. 
Wright, bank night counsel, claims 
the state is tryin? to set the case up 
on a new basis before the supreme 
court, on material which did not 
come up in the lower court. 


CUPID ON RAMPAGE 
Chicago, Sept. 28. 

It’s June in September for a num- 
ber of the boys in the Indiana- 
Illinois circuit of Jack Rose and 
Alex Manta. Three picture house 
execs took the marriage route within 
the week. 





Educational Films 


While the Hays office may give 
its blessing to work done thus far 


in setting up a modified visual-edu- 
cation program, its directors are not 
expected to sanction any arrange- 
ment tied to politicos in any way or 
directly connected with the present 
Motion Picture Producers & Distrib- 
utors organization, 

Presently conceived plan would 
use only already finished short fea- 
tures. A number of picture execu- 
tives already have indicated that 
they will give these educator-ap- 
proved films silent ap»roval, if 
nothing else, particularly if they can 
be distributed inexpensively. They 
do not have to be bothered with 
distribution, 


But as far as launchin? into any 
| even modified program Of educational 
| picture making, it is understood that 
| these same officials even have re- 
jected thought of suchathing. Their 
attitude is that visual-education does 
not belong in the film business, and 
that the industry is designed to make 
and sell entertainment alone. 

There will be little or no com- 
plaint about editing old shorts by a 
committee of representative educa- 
tors just so these short features are 
at least 18 months old and it’s estab- 
lished that their further salability 
has been exhausted by exhibitors. 
Numerous companies see in this a 
means of obtaining additional rev- 
enue They say that even with 
changes and new prints plvs dis- 
tribution, they may be able to make 
some extra coin on these sales to 
educators, 


Aside from the fact that execu- 
tives directly in‘ercs'ed in any new 
development in the visual-education 
field claim that ecucational ins itu- 
tions and schools generally have 
nothing like the facilities for han- 
dling any extended program of talk- 
ing films, producers have evidenced 
no desire to enter the producing end 
of educational subjects. They con- 
tend that this does not belong with 
the picture industry as now cone 
stituted and that none can exvect 
them to undertake such a pro‘ect. 
Many of them have expressed the 
belief that this must be carricd out 
through a subsidy by the public 
school system, the government, or by 
means of a fund set aside by some 
institute or foundation such as 
Rockefeller’s. They esiimate that a 
$15,000.000 fund weuld provide the 
interest to carry on such a project. 


And back of all this is the pre- 
vailing idea among pic'ure comp2ny 
executives that they don’t went to 
deal with boards of education ci- 
rectly or to bother with handling of 
prints. Hence, for the time being, 
any visual-education lineup looms 
largely as an institutional affair for 
the industry with a separate organi- 
zation formed to hand'e all de ails 
of distribution, handling of prints, 
etc, 








ALLIED’S NEWEST IDEA 


U. S. Regulation of Pix a la Guley- 
Vinson Law 
Atlantic City, Sept. 28. 

A Federal regulatory act for the 
motion picture industry, alsng the 
lines of the Guffey-Vinssn law for 
the bituminous coal industry, was 
suggested by Abram Myers, general 
counsel of the Allied States Asso- 
ciation of Motion Picture Exhibitors, 
at the 18th annual convention of the 
Allied Theatre Owners of New 
Jersey, at the Ritz-Carlton here 
Friday (24). Myers said that Con- 
gressional leaders had advised him 
to prepare a program which might 
be embodied into law at the next 
session of Congress. He dezlared 
that past legislative proposals, such 
as the anti-block booking laws and 
the divorcement of theatres from 
| producer ownership, would not solve 
| the evils of the industry. He then 
‘proposed the regulatory act to be 
administered by a board of dis- 
interested experts. 





Art Wortha, manager of the Roxy 
and Fox in LaPorte, Ind., took unto 
himself Mary Helen Duke on Sept. 
23; Rex Williams, of the Hoosier, 
Whiting, married Estelle McClos- 
key on Sept. 26, while Al Raymer, 
booker for the circuit, 
Eleanor Beckler on Thursday (30). 


marries | 


Irving Dollinger of Linden was 
| elected president, succeeding Lee W. 
| Newberry of Allenhurst. Sam 
| Myers of Morristown was named vp.3 
| David Snappen of Perth Amboy, 
| treasurer; Jacob Unger of Hillside, 
sec.; Maury Miller of Passaic, asst. 
treas. 
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THE KEYSTONE 
OF YOUR FUTURE 








20TH... WHICH HAS FULFILLED EVERY 
PROMISE ... NOW MAKES ANOTHER! 


“Lancer Spy” is one of the rare pictures that truly can be 
called great! Great because of its daring theme of the one 
man whose astonishing adventures entitled him to claim, 
"I won the Great War!” Great because every moment 
throbs with emotional intensity and amazing drama! 
Great Siiieiai from its brilliantly-playing cast George 
Sanders emerges as one of tomorrow's outstanding stars 
(just as did 2Oth’s Tyrone Power in “Lloyds of London” 
and Sonja Henie in “One in a Million”). Great because 
every man and woman who sees “Lancer Spy” will shout 
its praises to every one with ears to hear! No picture 
ever deserved a more enthusiastic, big-production cam- 
paign. Sell it that way and 2Oth promises you profits that 
measure up to those of ZOth’s most important pictures! 





DOLORES DEL RIO - GEORGE SANDERS 
PETER LORRE - JOSEPH SCHILDKRAUT 


VIRGINIA FIELD - SIG RUMANN - MAURICE 
MOSCOVICH - LIONEL ATWILL - LUTHER ADLER 


Directed by Gregory Ratoff 


Associate Producer Samuel G. Engel + Screen play 
by Philip Dunne « From a novel by Marthe McKenna 


Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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[EXPLOITATION 


-: By Epes W. Sargent | 





Working on ‘Melody’ 


St. Louis. 

A full page cooperation ad, a legi- 
timate selling proposition, engineered 
by manager Harold ‘Chick’ Evens 
and publicity director Jimmy Harris 
of Loew’s was one of a number of 
efforts used to exploit MG’s ‘Broad- 
way Melody.’ The ad was used in 
the Sunday Globe-Democrat follow- 
ing opening of the pix and it was the 
first time this rag ever permitted use 
of such an ad for a cinema attrac- 
tion. Transcriptions of song hits and 
bits of Eleanor Powell’s tap dancing 
were aired over radio station WIL. 

Evens and Harris cracked the ex- 
clusive West End residential district 
through a tieup with a high class 
grocer dealing in this territory, Tie- 
up resulted in the distribution of 
30,000 12x18 circulars, one side of 
which was devoted to pix and the- 
atre and the other to the grocer’s 
wares. Ten thousand heralds were 
passed out with the current issue of 
the Liberty Magazine and 10,000 4x20 
circus heralds, made up from na- 
tional ads, were distributed by a 
door-to-door campaign. 

Three of. town’s largest music 
stores in the downtown. district 

ielded window space for ‘Broadway 
Melody’ copy and music departments 
in every 5 and 10 store in town do- 
nated counter space for song hits 
from pix. Evens and Harris also en- 
gineered free cooperation ads with 
one of the biggest department stores 
with Eleanor Powell and a large re- 
tail shoe shop in the downtown dis- 
trict displayed fall footwear in front 
of a huge blowup of the popular 
Miss Powell. 


Someone Gets a Bike 


Frank Boucher worked a gag for 
the Wild West Days club to boost 
the Universal serial of that title. 
Club members got a ticket with 
punch spots for the 13 chapters, and 
a hole is punched for each attend- 
ance. All who have a perfect score 
at the end of thé run, get a chance 
to win a bicycle. 

Bike was promoted from a local 
furniture store which sells them, 
and the back of the membership 
card carries an ad for the store. It’s 
a neat scheme to hold them constant 
in attendance, and seemingly new. 

oucher took up the press book idea 
of free candy at the first episode 
and got out a special throwaway 
for the kids. 


Free Ride 


Universal rode in on a Loew thea- 
tre stunt when the Interstate chain, 
of Texas, framed a talent hunt with 
four winners to go to Hollywood 
for final decisions. 

Tryouts are held in all smaller 
spots, the winner in each to go to 
the nearest key city for a finals, 
either Ft. Worth, San Antonio, Dal- 
las or Houston. Winner will be sent 
from each of these four spots. 

Where Universal gets the ride is 
its ‘Hollywood ‘Screen Test’ short 
with the house advertising: ‘To see 
what you are doing, see etc.’ Might 
have been made for this campaign. 

Meantime it’s a business builder 
for the Interstate. Bob O’Donnell is 
gee things and giving it his 

st. 








Diking Up Drina 
Rochester. 
With contests particularly hard to 
cece in Rochester dailies these days, 
anager Lester Pollock of Loew’s 
Rochester crashed the-editorial sanc- 
tum with one for ‘Dead End’ that got 
across because it added interest to 
the paper’s own advertising columns, 
Women were given an imaginary 
$50 budget with which to pretty up 
Drina in the film to compete with 
her rival. Contestants were to select 
the costumes from newspaper ads 
and paste the ads on a cardboard. 
aper plugged the contest with news 
stores and office ads. First prize of 
10 and 10 pairs of free tickets to 
ew’s. 





Costume Carnival 


Rochester. 

Manager Eddie May of the Dixie 
launched his Saturday children’s 
Matinees with a ‘Six Star’ show pro- 
Viding plenty of promotion angles. 
Oys in cowboy costumes passed out 
eralds in neighborhood, heralds 
bearing ad for the show and serial 
numbers, several of which were 
posted in lobby for free admissions. 
Youngsters urged to appear in 
cowboy or Indian costume, with 
Prizes for funniest, best and most 
original. Free candy bar for every 
Child attending the show, which in- 
Cluded film ‘Californian,’ first chap- 
ter of ‘Wild West Days’ and Joe 
+enner in ‘New Faces of 1937.’ Sing- 
mg numbers with Manager May at 
the organ rounded out the program. 





Building Up 

ie Ada, Okla. 

b 'sressing from the usual school 

00k matinee the Kiva and Ritz 

) = ara of Ada realized that other 

oy supplies were also needed and 
a School Tablet and Pencil 

atinee. 

Admission to the show was any 

ve-cent value tablet or pencil, 


Nine Honest Men 


Omaha, 
‘Double or Nothing’ presents a 
natural for ballyhoo stunt in its own 
plot. Idiomatic title carries punch 
itself and can easily be enhanced. 
Eddie Forester and Ted Emerson of 
Omaha theatre went to work on that 


ona, 

athered twenty-five old wallets 
and pocketbooks, put one buck bill 
in each and had them dropped, as if 
lost, in various spots of downtown 
Omaha. Each carried identification 
tag bearing Forester’s name and the- 
atre address. Nine wallets were re- 
turned to theatre and finders were 
given buck returned and another be- 
sides, putting into effect title of pic- 
ture. 

Forester secured interviews with 
each of nine gathering human in- 
terest angles for newspaper public- 
ity. Tie-up with Bee News netted 
some three columns space, including 
pictures day of opening. 

Campaign was embellished by 
stilt-walker, 24-sheet posting, and 
theatre display featured six foot cut- 
out head of Martha Raye over box 
office window, mouth agape through 
which patrons bought. tickets, 


Girl in Window 


at Lancaster, Pa. 

Giving the musical score of 
‘Double or Nothing’ the works, Bert 
Leighton, manager of the Grand 
Theatre, here, hung his entire cam- 
paign around a single gag. He tied 
up with a music store in the heart 
of the shopping district to spot their 
prettiest warbler in a window for a 
full week in advance of the picture 
and spend her days singing ‘Double 
or Nothing’ songs to the crowds via 
P.A. system. When the girl was not 
in the window, a borrowed radio 
turntable mouthed the lyrics. Win- 
dow was trimmed with paper from 
the picture, with central figures 
being cut-outs from 24 sheets, 

Similar tie was made with a radio 
dealer who posed one of his ma- 
chines between big cut-outs out 
front where the publie got plenty of 
music and a chance to read a good 
big plug card, 


Using a Band 


Pittsburgh. 

WB managed tie-ups for Horace 
Heidt, current at Stanley, with not 
just one Pittsburgh newspaper, but 
two. First was with Sun-Tele on 
sponsorship of Big Apple contest, 
which Heidt is conducting every 
night on the stage. Winning couple 
will be given -week’s work with 
Heidt at Loew’s State Ia New York 
when he opens there, Oet. 7. 

Second was with Darrell V, Mar- 
tin, radio ed of Post-Gazette, with 
prizes free tix for Meidt’s network 
broadcast from here, Idea was a 
coupon contest, with Heidt playing 








medley of unidentified tunes during 
first day of his Stanley engagement 
and first ones under the gun with 


correct titles getting the prized 
ducats. Both stunts were good for 
plenty of space in the two dailies. 


Jazzing Up ‘Sew’ 


icago. 
Long run of *Wandé ing Jew’ at 
Playhouse here credited tO exploita- 


tion campaign set by Dan Roche. 

During the first four weeks pig 
ture got as much press spaee as any 
other single picture except ‘Stella 
Dallas,’ which went in under a —_ 
policy set-up for the Oriental. For 
‘Wandering Jew’ Roche set up his 
ads with a foot-steps out used diago- 
nally, and plugged not only in Eng- 
lish language papers, but im both 
German and Jewish. Former using 
name of Conrad Veidt as greatest 
German actor, and the latter by 
plugging the picture as from a Jew- 
ish legend. 


7, 
Crazy Sign 
Jean Derth, of the Warner theatre, 
Memphis, was described in a reeent 
issue of the local paper as ‘the boy 
with the Rube Goldberg braif’ be- 
cause of the odd mechanical effeets 
he uses to animate the theatre signs. 
His latest was large block letters 


(Continued on page 62) 


Ruth Roland’s $1,000,000, 
Half Willed to Ben Bard 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

Holographic will left by Ruth 
Roland, screen actress, disposing of 
an estate valued at more than $1,- 
000,000, was filed in L. A. superior 
court. Document bequeaths 50% of 
the estate to Miss Roland’s husband, 
Ben Bard, and 45% 
equally between Edith B. Thomp- 
son, an aunt, and Mrs, Edith Garven, 
counsin of Mrs, Thompson. 

Sum of $100 is left to J. R. Roland, 
decedent's father, if living. 








Republic’s Lavish Tuner 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Republic has announced plans for 
production on a lavish seale of ‘Sing 
Your Way Out.’ musical by Albert 
J. Cohen and Gouverneur Morris. 
Harry Grey, executive supervisor 





of Republic musicals, will produce. 


to be divided | 
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STAGE BAND POLICY UP . 
AGAIN FOR CRITERION —— c a te lal 





A stage band policy for the Cri- 
terion, N. Y., is up for consideration 
again but no definite decision has 
been reached nor a tentative date 
set aside when such plans may be- 
come effective. From time to time 
during the past year, stage bands 
have been discussed for the house 
by its operators, Harry L. Charnas 
and B. S. Moss. 

House has experienced consider- 
able of a struggle as a first-run in 
view of the difficulty to obtain 
worthwhile film. This week playing 
‘Shanghai Express’ on a_ revival, 
house has booked ‘Sophie Lang Goes 
West’ from Par as its next. 


St. Loo Nabe Burglaries 
Solved As 2 Are Nabbed 


St. Louis, Sept. 28. 

Burglaries of five mabe pix 
houses in last 10 months were solved 
last week when local gendarmes 
nabbed Bernard Tucker, 19, a for- 
mer usher in one of the houses and, 
on his confession, Cecil Winner, 42, 
a real estate salesman. Warrants 
charging grand larceny, a felony in 
Missouri, have been issued against 
Winner. 

Tucker said he served as lookout 








for Winner when the latter broke 
into the Manchester theatre from 
which $347 worth of tools, radios, 


etc., were copped and also on an- 
other occasion in the same house 
when $207 worth of goods were 
taken. Tucker formerly worked at 
this house. He implicated Winner in 
burglaries at the Lindell, Gravois 
and Maffitt theatres, all controlled 
by the St. Louis Amus, Co. Winner 
denies the accusation stating that 
Tucker brought him a number of 
articles to dispose of and he didn’t 
know they had been stolen. 


20th Now Has the Roxy, 
Legal Bills Rolling In 


Addison S. Pratt who acted as spe- 
cial master in the Roxy theatre re- 
organization submitted a detailed 
bill for his services to N. Y. Federal 
Judge Francis X. Caffey for ap- 
proval. Mr. Pratt asks for $10,000 
for the three months’ work he de- 
voted to the involved Roxy matter. 
In his report he states there were 
33 sessions; 2,659 pages of testimony 
taken, and his report which resulted 
in 20th Century-Fox taking over the 
theatre, consisted of 78 pages. 

At the same time, Russell V. 
Gruikshank, appraiser for White & 
Case, turned in a bill for $1,500. 
Cruikshank, in July, 1935, appraised 
the property at $3,300,000 and at the 
hearings jumped his figure to 
$3,500,000. 

Argyll R. Parsons, also an ap- 
praiser, who determined the price 
the theatre lobby rentals should be, 
asks $1,250 for his work. 


Plot the Tunes, Too 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Betty Laidlaw and Robert Lively, 
who script tunes as well as stories, 
have been assigned to write music 
for the entire series of ‘Renfrew of 
the Mounted’ films for Grand Na- 
tional, and have turned in the first 
of the series. 

Team also is scripting ‘Honolulu 
Honeymoon,’ GN film to be produced 
by Bud Barsky. 














Cukor’s Stopgap Deals 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
David O. Selznick fs postponing 
production on Margaret Mitchell’s 
‘Gone With the Wind’ until next 
spring. 


the meantime. 


‘Barn Dance’ Debut 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Adele Wilde, New York stage ac- 
tress, makes her film debut in the 





| ‘The Old Barn Dance.’ 

| Sol Siegel will produce and Joe 
| Kane is set to direct from a script 
being prepared by Charles Francis 
Royal, 





HOW IT’s DONE 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
‘Blondes at Work,’ fourth Torchy 
Blane newspaper drama, got the 
starting gun last week from Bryan 
Foy at Warners, with Glenda Farrell 
starred and Frank McDonald direct- 
ing. 





George Cukor, skedded to direct, | 
Is playing with other studio deals in | 


To discourage bringing babies into 
the theatre, and thus reducing, par- 
tially at least the annoyance thus 
caused, the Rialto, second run house, 
local unit of the Southio circuit, re- 
quires a child’s tickets for every in- 
fant, regardless of age. 








Norfolk. 
Allen Sparrow has taken over his 
duties as manager of Loew's, Rich- 
mond, Roger Driscoll 
Norfolk as his successor, 


Memphis. 

Malco Memphis Theatres, Inc., 
bought 10 theatres of the Warner 
Brothers Kentucky circuit. The the- 
aters are: two at Danville, two at 
Owensboro, two at Fulton, 
Henderson, one at Princeton and one 
at Mayfield. A half interest in Malco 
Memphis Theatres is held by Para- 
mount and Paramount will buy out- 
right the two houses at Danville, 
| which are too far out of this terri- 
tory to be operated by Malco Mem- 
phis Theaters. 





Ritzville, Wash. 
| The 


new $30,000 Ritz theatre 
| opened last week. Roy C. Irvine is 
| owner. 


Los Angeles. 

Pacific States Theatres, Inc., and 
| Ben Berinstein have announced they 
will build at once a $95,000 900-seat 
| theatre near Ventura and Laurel 
| Canyon boulevards in San Fernando 
| valley. House will be opened 
around Jan. 15, 1938. 








Buffalo. 
The Cataract theatre, Niagara 
Falls, owned by A. C, Hayman, being 
razed and new theatre seating 1,800, 
to cost $350,000, erécted on the site, 


ready by early spring. Will be op- 
erated as formerly in conjunction 


with the adjoining Strand. 


Salt Lake City. 
Banner of the Intermountain The- 
atres, Inc., now flies over six houses 
in Salt Lake City with the acquisi- 
tion of Center, 1800-seater, being 
constructed by Fred and Herbert 
Auerbach, owners and operators of 
town’s largest department store. 








Columbus, O. 
J. Real Neth will add a fifth thea 
tre to his string of nabes when he 
opens the Markham theatre in Co- 
lumbus’ South Side about Oct. 10. 
William Chesebrough, who owns 
10 theatres here, has begun work on 
the Drexel, new nabe in suburban 
Bexley. Expects to open about 
Jan. 1. 








New York. 

Almost a dozen Loew managers in 
the past five years have stemmed 
from Loew’s State, on Broadway, 
starting first as Al Rosen’s assistants. 
Newest to leave him for houses of 
their own are George Daniels to the 
Dyckman and Marty Waldman to 
Loew’s Canal, both N. Y. Eddie 
Burke, erstwhile Roxy house man- 
ager, now first aide to Rosen. 





Denver. 

Cecil Lynch named manager and 
booker for the Gem, Tivoli and Colo- 
rado, dime grind spots owned by 
Bob and Ed Mapel. 

Dale Kline, resigned as manager 
of the New Victory, succeeded by 
H. K. Allen, former owner of the 
Island, Grand Island, Neb. 

Robert Dane made manager of the 
Ogden, replacing Tom Ward, pro- 
moted to manager of the Hiawatha. 
William Hughes, former Hiawatha 
manager, resigned. Both are Fox 
houses. 

Ramon Gaytan has leased Colonial, 
Pueblo, from Westland Theatre, Inc. 
Plans to show Spanish and Mexican 
films. 

Pascagoula, Miss. 

Work began this week on _ the 
foundations for a new theatre build- 
ing on South Pascagoula street, to 
be erected by J. O. Cole and E. F. 
Grant, lessees and operators of the 
Nelson theatre. 

Pawhuska, Okla. 

Workmen are remodeling’ the 
James building at 121 East Main for 
the new Osage theatre to be op- 
erated by A. M. Abbott, also owner 
of the Kikekah theatre here. 

San Francisco. 

Clarence Laws, manager of the 
United Artists theatre in Berkeley, 
has purchased the interest of Charles 
Carroll in the Roxie, Oakland. Laws 





next Gene Autry picture at Republic, | 


| is resigning from the Fox-West Coast 


| organization, owners of the United 
| Artists theatre, Oct. 1. 
Norfolk. 
edgar Doob. brother of Oscar 
Doob of the M-G-M, has been sent 


to Norfolk as asst mgr. of the 
Loew's State theatre, succeeding I. 
M. Yerby, who has been assigned to 
same title at Loew's, Richmond, Va. 





| Buffalo. 

| Varsity, operated by Basil Bros., 
|; damaged $5,000 by fire due to short 
'circuit. Sound and backstage equip- 
ment was completely destroyed. 

| Variety Club’ Barkerettes _ this 
| week elected Ruth Rappaport pres., 
| Mrs. Jacob Lavene. v.p.; Mrs. Albert 
D. Weil, sec; Mrs. Melvin B. 


' 


coming to} 


two at| 


Samson, Mrs. John M. Sitterly, Mrs. 
W. E. J. Martin and Mrs. Max 
Levine, directors. 
Des Moines. 

Work has been completed on the 
New Collegian theatre, to open this 
week at Ames, Iowa, under manage- 
ment of Joe V. Gerbach. 





Detroit. 
As rumored previously, the 1,500- 


seat eastside Cinderella nabe was 
| added to United Detroit's 16-theatre 
circuit last week. House, formerly 
owned by James N. Robinson. 
Philadelphia. 

Apollo, Gloucester, N. J., remod- 
ieled. Sam Kalikanm owner. New 
| Rialto, Wilmineton, operated by A. 
|J. Belair enlarged. Sam Varba- 
low’s circuit takes over Rio, Camden, 
N. J. 


Colinan is Roach Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Hal Roach has signed Ronald Col- 
man for the starring part in ‘Fancy 
Free.’ 
Yarn is an Eric Hatch original. 


SMPE Meets Oct. 10 in N. Y. 

Strides made in motion picture en- 
gineering during the last 12 months 
will be outlined in sessions at the 
fall gathering of the Society of Mo- 
tion Picture Engineers to be held for 
four days starting Oct. 11 at the 
Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y. 

The demonstration of three dimen- 
sional films by G. W. Wheelwright 
3d, and another of Stereopa nic 
sound recording and reproduction, 
via a special film, by J. P. Maxfield, 
of Electrical Research Products, will 
be highlights. 





FOR THE KIDDIES 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Characters that run through Leon 
Schlesinger’s Looney Tunes and 
Merrie Melodies, film cartoons, are 
in heavy demand by toy makers for 
the Christmas trade. 

David C. Green, merchandising 
expert, has been ticketed as exclu- 
sive agent of the Schlesinger cor- 
poration to make tieups. 











Taxes Up 





(Continued from page 7) 
in $1,282,160, an increase of $199,870. 
Grab in the First Illinois (Chicago) 
area was $1,588,642, up $209,229, 
Freer Spending 


Better economic conditions and 
freer spending saw a_= substantial 
comeback in the custom of charg- 
ing. premiums for desirable amuse- 
ments . ducats. Tax payments 
by proprietors who sold _ tickets 
for more than the established price 
rose 130%, zooming from $15,379 to 
$35,514. Collections from brokers, 
who pay only 10% of the excess in 
contrast to the 50% collected from 
box offices charging extra sums, 
mounted 44%, hiting $170,047. 

Chiseling, on the other hand, fell 
off. Treasury noted a drop of $18,- 
362 in payments on the established 


price of Annie Oakleys, with the 
total from this source skidding to 
$560,444. 


Regular admissions, mostly to film 
houses but also covering sports 
events, legit, etc., reflected a healthy 
15% rise. Government share went 
up $2,365,698, hitting $17,367,439. 
Take from cabarets was up about the 
same, mounting $214,417, or 16%, to 
$1,555,352. 


July Dips, Per Usual 


Livelier summer theatre business 
this year than any time since the 
depression hit has not curbed the 
customary hot-weather slump at the 
box office, Treasury Department 
figures show. Federal haul from 
10% admish levy, based on July 
wicket grosses, tumbled for second 
| successive month, although rem>in- 
| ing well above 1936 and earlier 
| levels. 

Collections by the Government last 
}month amounted to $1,599,242, a dip 
of $33,846 under prior stanza but up 
$215,135 over same frame of 1956. 
| Total was the third biggest this year, 
and the July-to-August drop was 
much smaller than has been the cose. 

The decline between June and July 
this year, for instance, was $241! 637, 
| While the haul last summer fell off 
$184,380 between July and Auust 

With the Feds taking more money 
every month this year than during 
1936. 1935, and before, the eichte 
| month cumulative total hit $12,752,- 
242, a rise of $1,562,346 in the past 


year. 
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yA Impressionistic draw- 
ing of Miss Crawford’s 
exotic new tole...by - 
Galbraith, M-G-M 
Staff Artist and noted 
American Illustrator 
i 
L 
Joan Crawford in all her lustrous career ,- \ ' 


has never been in a production SO glitter- ful and 


elamor-ful as “The Bride Wore Red” 


Especially tor women. it has the S. R. O. brilliance of fashion’s Minations 


(designer Adrian in his most Parisienne mood). 


And Romance rears its handsome head in the pleasant persons of 


Franchot Tone who is grand in it and Robert Young (he’s smoother than in A 
“IT Met Him In Paris’’). 


M-G-M has lavished gold on “The Bride Wore Red” 


and that gold will pour back into your box-office, happy Mr. M-G-M Showman! 


Also in the cast: Billie Burke « Reginald Owen « Based on the play “The Girl From Trieste” by Ferenc Molnar « Screen play 
by Tess Slesinger and Bradbury Foote « Directed by Dorothy Arzner ¢ Produced by Joseph L. Mankiewicz * An M-G-M hed, 
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LE MESSAGER 


(Continued from page 15) 





more in Africa, he is catching his 
train when Miss Morlay appears to 
plead with him. He will not listen 
until she tells him that Aumont has 
committed suicide. She stays on the 
train and returns to Africa with him. 

Aumont handles some difficult 
scenes well, as when he is seen fall- 
ing in love with Miss Morlay as 
Gabin talks of her, and when he 
tells her of his love after his return. 


Gabin and Miss Morlay handle the | 
difficult closing scenes with convic- | 


tion. Hugo. 


Kinderarzt Dr. Engel 
(‘Baby Doctor Engel’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 


Casino Film release of Europa-Tobis pro- 
duction Features Paul Horbiger and Vi« 
toria Von Belasko Directed by Johannes 
Riemaan Music by Hans Sommer. \t 
Casino, N. Y¥., week Sept. 17, ’37. Run- 
ning time, 94 mins 
Dr. Engel oS aid ost 0m ‘ Paul Horbiger 
Maria Winkler........ Viktoria von Belasko 
Pe See i Arthur Fritz Eugens 
Frau. von Wild. .-+.cceeeeeees Rose Vollborn 
Dr. Baumbusch.....seccseeeees Hans Leibelt 
Oskar Dillmann.....seeeeeeees Oscar Sima 
Tamet Boelke......ccccssccceass Ernst Legal 
Julie, seine Frau......+-. .Josefine D ‘ 
Direktor Neumann....... Walter Ste 
Schwester ANNA........+. ‘ Menta Ee 
Schwest Bertha... rT Elizabeth Rotz 
Peter... : Joachim Horn 
Kinder: Ingé Babsi-Schulz Reckwell 


(In German, with English Titles) 
Simplicity marks the better direc- 
tion. and acting in this comedy-dra- 


ma. Had as much care been exer- 
cised in pruning out extraneous 
story matter, the outcome would 
have been more satisfactory. As 


turned out, it should prove satis- 
fying box office in German language 
houses where no English titling is 
needed because it has more balance 
between comedy, pathos and action 
than ‘numerous recent Teutonic ef- 
forts with the cinema. 

Fable gives the scripters and di- 
rector an opportunity to try their 
skill in handling clever juvenile ac- 
tors and a large number of kiddies. 
Success which attends their efforts 
is a highlight of the production. In 
only a few instances do they permit 
their activities to go overboard. 

Most deft acting contribution is 
that done by Arthur Fritz Eugens, 
as the ailing illegitimate child of an 
orchestra violinist. Youngster has a 
mice sense of panto and handles his 
yoice well. Paul Horbiger, a familiar 
to German audiences, fits the kindly 
baby doctor role. Viktoria von Be- 
lasko, as the unwed mother and vio- 
linist, jis satisfying in her high- 
pitched moments but is no beauty 
and often looks awkward in the 
role, Hans Leibelt, as the pet doc- 
tor, and Ernst Legal, a bald-headed 
trombone player in the cafe orches- 
tra, provide several hilarious com- 
edy moments. 

Old trait by German film-makers 
of wandering about in forwarding 
the plot bobs up only in the pro- 
longed hospital entertainment scene 
when undue interest is shown in 
timeworn comedy gags of the per- 
forming troupe. There are other 
spots where footage could well have 
been trimmed. Film could have 
been 25 minutes shorter and that 
much better. 

Dialog seems effective, if at times 
wordy. Photography is ace high. 

ear. 


Urilany Szobat Keres 


(‘Lady Seeks Room’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 


(WITH SONGS) 
Budapest, Sept. 16. 

Patria production and release. Directed 
by Bela Balogh. Scenario, Miklos Laszlo; 
adapted from musical comedy by Kulinyi 
and Rejto; music, Paul Zsigmondy. 

ihe inadecechsse de aleks Irene Zilahy 
ere er reer ee Istvan Somlo 
ote DO isdetinnsceeeeans Gizi Lengyel 
OS eee re. ee 
ie WOVORMN sc cddededcees Ilona Eszterhazy 
ME DATS X55 osdeccaceaece Laszlo Foldenyi 
RS dik i 6.4% Dies 66.5545 568% liona Kokeny 


(In Hungarian) 

Irene Zilahy has returned to Hun- 
Zary after much success in French 
Pictures, most notable of which was 
in the screen version of “Tovarich.’ 

he is pretty, has charm and culture. 

€cause she had some personal suc- 
tess in the second-rate musical on 
which this picture is based, it was 
turned into a screen vehicle for her. 

Trouble with most of these Hun- 
garian pictures is not that little 
money must be made to go far, but 
that they lack pep and tempo. Com- 
edy is supplied always by the same 
actors, and the script always gives 
them little scope. Much more could 

@ gotten out of the fine actors who 
are at the disposal of Hungarian 
Screen directors. 

‘. If the much-advertised 40-pictures- 
“tuo od production of the local indus- 
the is going to be no better than 
ee first samples, the im- 
P t rs of American features will do 
etter business than they expected. 
Jacobi. 













sand “he ALE—UPTOWN THEATRE, 
aon . ence, R. 1. 1,450 seats. lor- 
C y managed by  Keith-Albee 
“rp. Sacrifice for quick sale. Tertis. 











(‘The Polish Jew’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Cinema de Paris release of Jacques Haik 
production. Stars Harry Baur. Directed 
by Jean Kemm. Scenario by d’'Erckmann 
Chatrian, At Cinema de Paris, : Fae 
week Sept. 16, '37. Running time, 79 mins. 
. a BERS OS er a ene liarry Baur 
Catherine ceeecececee Maddy Berry 
Chriatiat®. .cecceces Georges La Cressoniere 
Annette .............+..+..-simone Mareuil 
gh Se Pee ee Lucien Dayle 
DUMONT ies... o50 dc sees0%se's Geo Laby 
i ae re Louis Pre Fils 

HONS veeeveeeces Mith Riviere 
ye, SPEER Raymond CGardanne 
Nichel Raymond Turoy 

| The Polish J Jules Maurice 


| (In French, with English Titles) 

| Adapted for a film from the drama 
‘The Bells,’ in which both Sir Henry 
Irving and Richard Mansfield trouped 
| more than a quarter-century ago, 
| this pic wears its age heavily. Fault 
| largely lies with 


the adaptation. 


Version won’t do save in those spots | 


where Francais films are insistently 
demanded. 
Yarn retells the old one about the 
man who murdered another and 
years afterwards was so tortured by 
his conscience that he brought about 
his own ruin. Unfortunately the 
story isn’t even recounted interest- 
ingly. 
Role played by the starred Harry 
| Baur is that of a rural Burger- 
meister who, 15 years before the 


outset the story, had done in a 
P 





of 


his inn loaded with coin. 

When a police lieutenant from the 
big burg pops up to revive .the un- 
solved murder, Baur tries to thraw 
him off the track by scoffing at the 
clues the cop uncovers and finally 
marries off his daughter to the 
shield-wearer to throw him off the 
scent. That coup is effected, but the 
murderer’s conscience creeps up too 

closely on him. Bad point of the 
i is that he is not publicly un- 


covered, but succumbs to a _ heart 
| attack after a frightening dream. 

In the lead, Baur has the camera 
focused on him almost entirely and 
gives, in the main, a good perform- 
ance. Maddy Berry, as his offspring, 
is especially comely and turns in a 
deft performance. As the cop, 
George La Cressoniere is offbeat. 

Direction stodgy almost all the 
way and _ at times downright 
fumbling. It shouldn’t have taken 
anywhere near 79 minutes to com- 
prehensively tell the story. Camera 
fairish. Bert. 


$500,000 Plagiarism 


Warners yesterday (Tuesday) ob- 
tained a delay of trial of the $500,000 
plagiarism suit of Irving Gielow, 
playwright, until the depositions of 
the actor, Robert Montgomery, and 
of William Elfeldt, music arranger 
for WB, are obtained on the Coast. 
Federal Judge Alfred C. Coxe grant- 
ed the postponement after attorneys 
declared the testimony of the two men 
was necessary for the defense of the 
action. 

Gielow claims ‘Flirtation Walk’ 
had been lifted from his play, ‘Give 
Me This Night, or Flirtation Walk.’ 
Gielow also charges his songs, ‘I 
Can’t Believe’ and ‘Mr. and Mrs. Is 
the Name’ were used without his 
okay. 

Attorneys for Warners in asking 
for the delay told the Court that 
although Montgomery did not appear 
in the picture, he was familiar with 
the original story and could testify 
as to whether it had been stolen. 
Elfeldt handled the music of the pic- 
ture. 


Shirley Starts Another 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ got 
under way at 20th-Fox yesterday 
(Mon.) with Shirley Temple starred 
and Gloria Stuart and Helen Westley 
heading the supporting cast. 
Allan Dwan directs. 


FREE FILM EXHIB KILLED 
Lincoln, Sept. 28. 

Freak accident claimed the life of 
Frank Preston, 25, exhib of free pix, 
on ‘merchant nights’ in small towns 
of western Nebraska. Was in an auto 
accident which upset the projection 
machine in the back of his truck 
and crushed his skull. 

Happened near Edison, Neb. 





THE KNOWING ONES 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 





| ‘They Knew What Happened’ goes | 


before the cameras at Paramount 
'Oct. 4 with Lew Ayres, Louise 
Campbell and Cecil Cunningham 
topping the cast 

Harold Hurley produces and di- 


lrector has not yet been named. 


olish Jew traveler who stopped at | 





HEAVY LITHO BALLY 
FOR WARNER RELEASES 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Warners plans to cover the nation 
with its most ambitious advertising 
and exploitation program, opening 
up with 24 sheets in 1,500 cities and 
towns ballyhooing ‘Emile Zola,’ 





which goes out on general release | City.’ 


Oct. 2, 

Heavy newspaper advertising cam- 
paigns are projected for ‘That Cer- 
| tain Woman’ while ‘Tovarich,’ “The 
Great Garrick’ and ‘Submarine D-1’ 
will be nationally 24-sheeted. 
| newspaper and magazine ballyhooing 








j 
| is being readied for ‘It’s Love I’m | 
| After,” ‘The Perfect Specimen’ and 


| ‘Alcatraz Island.’ Other productions 
| designated to receive special build- 
|ups are ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ ‘First 
| Lady,’ ‘Adventures of Robin Hood,’ 
| ‘Jezebel’ and ‘Return From Limbo.’ 

Campaign was formulated at a se- 
ries of conferences participated in 
by company executives including 
Harry M. Warner, Jack L. Warner, 
Hal B. Wallis, S. Charles Einfeld and 
others. 





John McManus, who is in the 
| Warner home office publicity de- 
partment, having quit the N. Y. 
| Times where he was assistant film 
editor, may go to the Coast into a 


| publicity post at the studio. 


Breen Troupe to ‘Lulu 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Principal Productions dispatched 
Booby Breen and a company of 86 


Wanda Tuchock scripted from Don 
Blanding’s original. 





U RENEWS TUNERS 














amount player pact. 
Arthur Lange’s composer-arranger 
option snatched up by 20th-Fox. 
Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 
won six-month option renewals as 
20th-Fox cleffers. 


Michael Whalen’s player option 
lifted at 20th. 
Ivan Tourjansky dotted lined a 


Columbia directing ticket. 

Nick Castle, 20th-Fox dance direc- 
tor, ‘ianded a new term tieup. 

Radio exercised its option on Diana 
Gibson. 

John Nicholaus drew new five-year 
pact as Metro’s lab chief. 

Metro signed Hugh Butler 
scripter for a year. 

David Hertz copped a scrivening 
ticket at Metro. 

Jean Chatburn signatured a Metro 
playing termer. 

Gus Kahn handed 
pact at Metro. 

Radio optioned 
scripter. 

Victor Baravalle’s 
RKO music head. 


as 


new lyricizing 
Ernest Pagano, 


new termer as 


Norman Reilly Raine captured a 
new writing termer at Warners. 

Niven Busch moves into the War- 
ner scribbling contingent on term 
ticket. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Universal bought dialog and sound 


Sahara,” original by Hazel Christie 


MacDonald. 


‘Serenade for a 
acquired by Joe Pasternak. 


parter, 
Widow,’ 





Kendrick, bought by Universal as 
Crime Club film. 
George Batcheller bought ‘Light 


ingston., 

Edgar Rice Burroughs sold ‘Mon- 
ster Men’ to Principal. 

‘One Minute Alone,’ airplane yarn 
by Dalton Trumbo, taken by Metro. 
“Warners purchased screen rights 
to ‘Garden of the Moon.” Satevepost 


|serial by John Barton Browne and 
H. Bedford Jones 

‘Eight Hours,’ by Quentin Rey- 
nolds. to run in Colliers, acquired 


| by Emanuel Cohen. 


RKO picked up the player options | 
of Cynthia Westlake and Lee Patrick. | 


| Grapewin) and the district attorney 


The Girls Eye View 


(Continued from page 21) 


utterly at variance with the sordid character and costume she assumed 
in the ‘Depths.’ 


‘Big City’ With Keystone Finale 
Luise Rainer shows what a remarkable person she really is in ‘Big 
An immigrant girl, she dials ‘operator’ and gets ‘information’—an 
achievement duly respected by all seasoned New Yorke.s 
Spencer Tracy turns in a ‘typical Tracy performance,’ which is re- 
viewese for swell. He makes you forget that the plot of ‘Big City’ is some- 
what scrambled and more than a little far-fetched whenever he’s on, but 


Both | he isn’t on all the time, 


Keystone tactics are employed at the finish, to the audience’s delight, 
when every ex-pug from Man Mountain Dean to Jack Dempsey (the tavern 
keeper) join in the skull-bashing while the mayor (Charles 
(Paul Harvey) look on appravingly. 

Miss Rainer takes Fate’s buffeting in little tailored going 
native becomingly in a couple of scarves head 
and under her quivering chin. 


cab war, 


trim frocks, 


scenes with tied over her 


‘Make a Wish’ Makes a Villain Go Wrong 

‘Make a Wish’ stars Bobby Breen and his well-known voice, but its main 
purpose seems a deliberate and malicious attempt to devil Basil Rathbone 
professionally. Poor Mr. Rathbone! One of Hollywood’s most polished 
and subtle villains—an actor who knows his way around dramatic roles 
and what happens to him in ‘Make a Wish.’ He has to cavort boyishly, 
as a temperamental songwriter. He must go whimsical, with pipe and 
fishing rod, on butler Donald Meek. And when he isn’t hurling music to 
the floor and chewing pencils, he’s gazing fatuously at Bobby Breen and 
mooning over Bobby’s mother, Marion Claire. He has to joy- 
ously the prospect of having a boy’s camp right across the lake while he’s 
in the middle of composing an operetta, when any right-minded musician 
would flee in terror, 

It’s quite a halcyon camp at that. There are no quarrels among the little 
fellows, not even a practical joke. All of the happy youngsters sit about 
respectfully while the maturely composed Bobby Breen sings to the camp 
fire And Herbert Rawlinson, magnificently muscular, sport shirt 


welcome 


out- 


| doorsily open at the throat, beams and beams on his amenable charges. 


to Henolulu on Saturday (25) to 
make background scenes for ‘Stow- 
away in Paradise.’ Eddie Cline di-! 
rects. 


a 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Songwriting team of Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh and Harold Adamson has been 
renewed by Universal for another 
year. 
Pair’s last was ‘Merry-Go-Round 
of 1938.’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Marian Weldon signatured Par- | 


| 
| 


| 





rights to Gerald Beaumont’s short 
story, ‘When Johnny Comes March- | 
ing Home.’ 

Sound screen rights to ‘Linger 
Longer, Letty,’ stage play by Anne 
Nichols, acquired by Paramount 
from Miss Nichols and Oliver Mo- 
rosco. 


Emanuel Cohen bought ‘Star of the | 


Richard Sherman’s Satevepost two- | 
Wealthy | 


Fingered Ladies,’ by Armstrong Liv- | 


| 
| 





‘The Last Express,’ by Bayard H. || 


Of course, Rathbone’s operetta is a hit, and Miss Claire, in a flowing 
gown with pleated chiffon sleeves, ruffled skirt, a train and flowers around 
the neck and down the front, sings the leading role. Thereby, she loses 
her fiance, Ralph Forbes, but takes his exit cheerfully in spite of the fact 
that Mr. Forbes has longer eyelashes of his own than most of the girls 
paste on. 


Radio City Music Hall Goes Whimsy 

The Music Hall symphony goes whimsical this week with what is 
announced as a ‘strong burlesque’ of old-time ballet music. There's some- 
thing so majestic about the M. H. symphony that the offering is greeted 
with polite and very subdued giggles. It doesn’t seem quite the thing 
to laugh at them even when they assure the customers that they intend 
to be funny. 

The ballet’s ‘Romantic’ number pleases the visiting firemen, with the 
girls daintily decked out in white wigs, tiny purple hats with ostrich 
plumes, tight bodices and dark panniered skirts decorated with huge pink 
roses. Fluffy green underskirts peep coyly out among their twirls. 

A colorful revival from Paris Exposition days is the Rockettes con- 
tribution. Wearing red and white hats, red pajamas and white boleros, 
they give their famous precision kicks a rest, and do unison taps in 
rush tempo that sounds like buckshot being spilled on a tin roof... one 
of their most effective exhibits, 
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Held Over 3rd Week 


“100 ME 
AND A GIRL” 


with 
Deanna Durbin 


Tth Av. & bth &. 


ROXY 


ore 


2ND BIG WEEK! 


Luise RAINER e@ Paul MUNI 
in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's 


“GOOD EARTH” 





—o— 
Special Stage 
Attraction 














Another of the Famous 
Sophie Lang Esacapades! 


‘Sophie Lang Goes West’ 


A Paramount Picture 


“VOGUES with GERTRUDE MICHAEL 
Enrie Madriguera and Orch, “ea ‘“ 
STARTING THURSDAY (riterion 250e 
‘BROADWAY MELODY of 1938’ B'way & 45th St. — 
Kleanor Powell—Kobert Taylor Opens 9 a.m, Midnight Shows te | P.M. 


On 








Stage—Fletcher Henderson Orch. 





M. Bul MUNI, 













PARAMOUNT.:™. 
enamel SQUARE | | me tire oF anne 
HELD OV - waneot 
‘ur: : N PE N! 
High, Wide | yacht Club 
and Handsome’ Boys Twice Daily 2:40-8:40 p.m. 
— Buy Seats in Advance 
Irene Dunne Hudson HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
DeLange Band Bway. at 51 St.—Circle 7-5545 





| Randolph Scott 
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FONDA 


Bway, 47th St. 


“LOST 
HORIZON" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Woman 


. 
Opens 9:35 a.m 25 te Tp.m. 
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Stock Market Reactions Feared: 
Might Clip Budgets, Hurt Radio 


Ad agency execs are beginning to 
wonder whether the erratic behavior 
of the stock market during the past 
several weeks will have any effect 
on advertising appropriations in the 
immediate future. What the agency 
men are hoping is that the down- 
ward trend of the board won’t cause 
the manufacturers to start tighten- 
ing the pursestrings, junking or 
paring campaigns which have al- 
ready been worked out. 

If a general trend toward curtail- 
ment develops, it is expected that 
broadcasting will be hit along with 
the other media. It may be only 
temporary, but the rap, if it comes, 
can be hard enough to prevent the 
current broadcast season from even 
paralleling the record year just past. 
General belief in the trade is if the 
stock market really refiects a flurry 
of business uneasiness it is merely 
temporary and that there is hardly 
any cause for concern. 


MOVING TIME 
FOR COAST 














NBCERS 








San Francisco, Sept. 28. 

Record number of personnel | 
changes in the local NBC staff dur- 
ing the past week by Don E. Gil- 
man, vice-prexy, in charge of the 
Western Division. 

On Oct. 1, when all changes be- 
come effectiv2, Lewis S. Frost, Gil- 
man’s assistant, heads east for an 
extended visit to the web’s Radio 
City headquarters tc discuss Pa- 
cific Coast operations with home of- 
fice execs. Upvun hs return to the 
Cosst his office wil] be in Holly- 
wood instead of San Francisco. 

Harry F. Anderson, who for eight 
years has. been Western Division 
sales manager for NBC, leaves to 
become business manager of the 
Honolulu. Advertiser, owner of 
KGU, NBC’s’ Honolulu outlet. 
Sydney Dixon succeeds Anderson, 
but will remain in Hollywood, 
where he has been assistant sales 
manager of the Western Division, in 
charge of Hollywood sales. William 
B. Ryan, who recently joined the 
San Francisco sales staff, will be 
sales manager here. 


Milton Samucl will become man- 
ager of the San Francisco press 
staff, of which he has been a mem- 
ber for eight years. Hollywood 
press department will be operated 
independently, with Hal Bock con- 
tinuing in charge. 

Filling Samuel’s former post will 
be Robert McAndrews, assistant to 
the NBC night program manager 
here and former publicity director 
for St. Mary’s College. Jerry McGee, 
producer, will be transferred to the 
post of assistant to the night pro- 
gram manager, Robert Dwan. 


Glen Dolberr, former program 
manager of KFI-KECA in Los An- 
geles, joins the production depart- 
ment to replace Charles Flesher, 
who leaves to affiliate with Young 
& Rubicam in Hollywood. Fred 
Hegelund of the production staff 
will become producer of the Wom- 
an’s Magazine of the Air, daily aft- 
ernoon variety show, succeeding 
David Elton, transferred to the 

~web’s Hollywocd production staff. 
Lee Strahorn shifts from the press 
staff to replace Hegelund. 

Nell Cleary of the continuity ac- 
ceptance department, moves to the 
press staff, with Marie Elbs trans- 
ferring to Miss Cleary’s post in con- 
tinuity acceptance. 


Holly Hotel’s 4th Year 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Fourth anniversary broadcast of 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ Friday will have 
Gladys George, Warren William and 
John Beall in the dramatic spot, 
re-enacting their picture parts in 
‘Madame X.’ William also had a 
guest spot on the first soup airing. 

Dolores Del Rio will do a bit from 
‘Life of a Lancer Spy’ on the pro- 
gram Oct. 8, and following week 








| Radio 


WBAL on WLW Line 


New addition to the WLW-Line 
this week is WBAL, Baltimore. First 
Dixie invasion for the Line. 

WBAL, a 10,000-watter, is Hearst- 
owned and a member of the NBC- 
blue and Mutual webs. 


LYDIA PINKHAM CO. 
FROWN STOPS SERIES 


‘Voice of Experience’ (Sayle Tay- | 
lor) has ceased his sustaining pro- 
grams on Mutual at the behest of his 
sponsor, Lydia Pinkham. Commer- 
cial week-daily live quarter-hours 
ride 26 stations set on and by the 
WLW-Line. 

Bankroller balked because the sus- 
tainers were hitting the ozone earlier 
than the sponsored talks. ‘Voice’ 
had been heard over Mutual at 12:30 
p. m.; over WLW-Line at 2:30 p. m. 

In dropping off Mutual, ‘Voice’ will 
continue non-commercial on WOR 
only, Pinkham permitting, even 
though the broadcasts in New York 
area will air earlier than the com- 
mercial chores, which have their 
outlet on WMCA and WHN. 


Angle is that the sponsor originally | 
eyed Mutual when seeking a setup 
for the program, and the deal was 
almost set when WOR balked at tak- 
ing the medicinal. Pinkham, through 
its agency, Erwin, Wasey, then 
dropped consideration of Mutual’s 
facilities when it could not include 
WOR in the layout. 














THINGS TO CRY ABOUT 





Editors Annoyed Becausc 
NBC Makes ’Em Do Some Work 





NBC’s attempt to cut down its 
postage bill on press releases by re- 
sorting to flimsies has met with un- 
favorable comment from radio eds. 
They complain that the paper 
makes editing difficult and that the 
shade of blue used for the blue net- 
work releases is hard on both the 
editor‘s and the typographer’s eyes. 

When the daily batch of handouts 
went flimsy, the guff was printed in 
wide sheet format, with one story 
set along side the other and the 
whole thing folded like a timetable. 
Radio scribes squawked that this 
was unhandy and the network’s 
press department then started hand- 
ing it out in galley form. 


Gene Baker’s Job Switch 


Seattle, Sept. 28. 

Gene Baker, who has been pro- 
duction manager of KIRO for some 
time, has been appointed manager of 
the local offices of James Lunke and 
Associates in charge of Weco Radio 
Productions unit, local transcription 
concern. Lunke, heading the firm, 
has moved to Chicago where he has 
opened a branch office. 

Baker was with NBC and CBS in 
New York in the program depart- 
ment. He still continues to handle 




















EAST and DUMKE 


Kellogg program, WJZ, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday evenings at 
7:45 P. M. 











WQXR, New York, 


Develops Opera 
Repertory Co. 





Radio’s first permanent operatic 
stock company made its debut over 
high fidelity station WQXR, N. Y., 
Sept. 25 under the direction of Raoul 
Querze. ‘Gateway to Opera’ pro- 
gram is a one hour version of sing- 
ing dramas featuring a group of 40 
young American singers in a series; 
of new American and other obscure 
pieces. 

In cooperation with the Juilliard 
School, the station recruited mem- 
bers from the ranks of aspiring 
Yankee yodelers on the cuffo come- 
on of training and mike technique in 
return for services. Jascha Zayde 
acts as clipper of the pieces to fit 
the one hour show. Essence of operas 
is retained in slicing. 

Orchestral and overture music is 
supplied from stations recording li- 
brary. For most part musical ac- 
companiment comes from two pianos 
and an organ but records will be 
used for occasional backgrounding 
and preludes, etc. 





Eddie Butler Quits Radio 
Omaha, Sept. 28. 


Eddie Butler, pianist and organist, 
has left employ of KOIL, Omaha, 
and Council Bluffs, to enter invest- 
ment banking business with his 
father, J. M. Butler, in Detroit. 

Has been musical director for Cen- 
tral States Broadcasting Co. Omaha 
studios, 

Butler has been vacationing in 
East for month or so, and goes to 
his Detroit connection without re- 
turning here. 


Arch Oboler to L. A. 
Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Arch Oboler to the Coast to write 
the ether scripts for the new Life- 
buoy show for Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency. 

Oboler goes in on a three-week 
ticket. Should the script plan fall 
through Oboler will get a three- 
week envelope, but will stick to 
write the entire script series should 








several programs on KIRO here. 


the plan to use dramas materialize. 





Metro-Maxwell Program Opposite 
Bowes; Hobler to H'wood for Month 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Metro studio airshow, sponsored 
by General Foods’ Maxwell House 
Coffee after Nov, 4, will battle it out 
with Major Bowes instead of with- 
drawing from its National Broad- 
casting time niche and swinging over 
to Columbia. Benton & Bowles 
agency, handling the account, has 
decided that there will be no shift 


from the Showboat hour and also 
belatedly confirmed closing of the 
Metro studio deal. 


By piping the show east from 
here at 6 p.m. on Thursdays, a re- 
broadcast will not be necessary. Bill 
Bacher, who will have charge of 
production, is due back from New 











Fred Astaire takes the spot in ‘Dam- 
sel in Distress.’ 


York today to get the first program 
in shape. Understood that Metro 


will erect a studio on the lot from 
which the show will be remoted. 

Showboat, which is replaced by 
the MG opus, terminates ore of the 
longest consecutive runs in radio, 
winding up 265 weeks on the air 
without a break Oct. 28. Donald 
Cope, producer of the piece, and 
several cast members swing over to 
the Log Cabin show, also a B & B 
production for General Foods. 

Atherton Hobler, prez of the 
agency, will pass a month on the 
Coast during the Metro show’s prep- 
aration period. Bacher will have as 
assistants Harry Kronman and Mary 
Edith Stahl. 

Robert Ripley program, broadcast 
from the east, precedes Log Cabin 
on National Broadcasting red net- 
work on a switch from Friday night. 
Change takes effect with inaugural 
of the Log Cabin program Oct. 9. 





Wednesday, September 29, 1937 


Radio’s Trent Calendar 


These are days of revolutionary developments within the radio industry, 
Next several issues of VARIETY will no doubt record some of the most not- 
able news events in the entire history of broadcasting. Unionization of 
actors, mounting costs of personality shows, the musicians union con- 
troversy with its auxiliary involvements of transcription, phonograph dise 
rights, ASCAP, networks versus affiliates, station compensation. and the 
pro and anti-administration difficulties brewing within N.A.B., all promise 
action and foreshadow possible changes. 














On the station side some of radio's ostrich-like policies are maturing in 
the form of difficulties that could perhaps have been avoided: Or at least 
guided. A widespread critical tendency among broadcasters toward their 
trade association has already produced fireworks at recent committee meet- 
ings. It will require artful parliamentarians to keep the Oct. 12 special 
convention from making some drastic severances. A lot of the broadcasters 
are obviously in a mood to speak their minds with unprecedented candor, 





While specific problems demanding specific attention will naturally 
dominate the discussions there does exist—as witness the growing avitation 
for a ‘czar’ to unify the broadcating industry—a tendency to see the full 
picture and to advocate wholesale rather than piecemeal revamr ping. 

Stated bluntly, broadcasters have, in convention and out of convention, 
had more than their share of quackery, demagoguery, horse-trading and 
sheer ignorance. They were led to believe and many were willing to be- 
lieve nonsense about their ability to do as they pleased, ignoring or sup- 
pressing the things and the people and the organizations they found 
inconvenient rather than realistically striking the best bargain, which 
inevitably meant being united and intelligently prepared to bargain, 
Through all the various developments and experiences and flops there 


stood out above all and at all times the super-flop of all—the six-month 
license. 


The possible unpleasantries of the Oct. 12 convention and its sequels 
may in the end count up for the radio industry as a net gain. If nothing 
else, broadcasters in general should learn the other fellow’s viewpoint— 
a course of study many of them have scorned and neglected. 

Along with other healthy eventualities in the station side of radio should 
be cited the probable sweeter odor in the future of the regulatory pre- 
cincts in Washington. The previous necessity, supposed or actual, of con- 
sulting specialists in backroom politics in order to secretly clear the way 
to ultimately obtain—officially—the license, facilities, powers or other 
favors sought has long been ticketed: ‘Noxious—keep lid tightly closed.’ 





Messrs. McNinch and Craven are regarded as an improved brand of 
F.C.C. commi.sioners. History certainly teaches that the disposal of valu- 
able franchises by the Government does inevitably—unless rigorously 
checked and ruggedly kept to letter—result in the state of affairs that for 
radio did exist in Washington. The radio lobby in Washington was and 
is frowsy, palsy-walsy, boot-licking, and ethically in the basement. 





The greedy, grubby, cynical business going on in Washington for years 
has left its mark both on broadcasting and upon the general outside repu- 
tation of the broadcasting business. It is nothing short of sheer luck that 
has’ kept the radio ‘license structure from a rip-snorting exposure. That 
danger is still not entirely avoided although the new personnel of the F.C.C, 
and the avowed determination to tear up the rails of the well-known and 
much-travelled ‘inside track’ has possibly weakened irreparably the full 
attack of the pro-investigation bloc. 





In the meanwhile it may again be pertinent to reiterate that the overe 
prominence of Washington in the affairs and the thinking of station men 
generally has contributed in some measure to the factional disharmony, 
the failure to unite on major trade problems, to recognize and anticipate 
tendencies, and to do much specializing on actual operation, programe 
building and such esoteric intangibles as showmanship. 





Its inability to unite has naturally left radio wide-open to attack. There’g 
no secret about the radio biz being more vulnerable to A.F.M. attack, for 
example, than the mechanized film theatres who might, with equal logic, 
be charged with the very job-killing that is now cited against stations 
The merits of the question need not be considered here—the fact that radio 
is singled out for attack and on its side proven befuddled, mutually dise 
trustful and quite unarmed, either defensively or offensively, is the ime 
portant consideration. Recent events have, of course, given tremendous 
impetus to the ‘czar’ propaganda. 





But, meanwhile, with the developments already gotten under way in 
Washington, and the wisdom that may follow the recent and imminent 
buffeting of all and sundry, perhaps the radio industry, to some extent, 
may purge itself of some obstructions to its wholesome growth. 


mone OR OR CieRe UP 
PRODUCERS 
FOR 7, 


CBS has expanded the managerial 
Scope of its subsidiary, Columbia 
Artists, Inc., to include those pro- 
gram framers and producers who 
have long wotked for the network, 
chiefly handling sustaining dramatie 
shows. Vets on the CBS payroll 
who have been squiggled to con- 
tracts by Artists, Inc., include Irving 
Reis, Nila Mack, Brewster Morgan, 
Earl McGill and William Robson. 

Above named have been coming in 
for publicity in recent months, and 
it is slyly suspected in trade circles 








His Private List of Football Winners 
Sent Out by Mutual 





Lester Gottlieb, Mutual web's p.a., 
is supplying the radio editors of the 
land with a weekly iist of football 
game choices selected by Benny 
Friedman. 


Fredman airs each Sunday morn- 
ing for Parker Watch Co. over two 
Mutual outlets, WOR and WGN. On 
these broadcasts he makes no score 
forecasts. Following Tuesday he 
submits a private list to Gottlieb, 
which is sent to all editors and col- 
umnists on Mutual’s file. 

Last Saturday Friedman nailed 
nine out of 11 stabs. Much bettér 
than he used to do when picking ‘em 
for VARIETY. 








Jimmy James’ Record 


E. P. H. James will this Friday (1) 
have served 10 years in the same 


: that Artists, Inc. st qd i 
ne of sales promotion at | Qc; ers with the Tae eecaeian 
NBC. ight shortly ' 
‘ we Pe. might shortly be knocking on the 
In radio that’s a century. Don} producers’ doors to secure their 


Gilman, v.p. for the NBC Coast end, 


‘ J services as di ials. 
recently ticked off his 10th also. ices as directors of commercials 


One of those signed, Brewster 
Morgan, is currently doing a cellu- 
loid directorial chore for Metro, 
having been tabbed by the film com- 
pany after staging CBS’ summer 
Shakespearean series. Morgan’s pact 
with Artists, Inc., becomes effective 
when his termer with Metro expires. 





Tony Cabooch In Cleveland 
Cleveland, Sept. 28. 
Tony Cabooch, veteran ether dia- 
lectician, joins the United Broad- 
casting Co. staff here this week for 
WHK and WCLE airings. Cabooch 
has been signed for two months. 
Only a sponsor will keep him here 





WOKO, Albany, moving into new 
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YANK WEBS NIX CANADA 


HOMINIGN TERMS Lucky Strikes Considering Dick Powell 


American View of Canada 





mercial alliance. 
gards Canada: 


barrassments. 


dium. 


programs originating in America. 





Canadian radio situation at the moment is extremely involved, 
Awareness of this lack of clarity is thought to be a conditioning factor 
in the American networks’ apparent disinclination to attempt a com- 
American broadcasters 


(a) The government imposes rules on its own network and on its 
privately-owned competitors (also sometimes adds house rules ap- 
plicable only to the government stations). 
aggressive, private management through possible governmental red- 
tape, pure spleen, bureaucratic vagueness or pressure from voting 
organizations casts a cloud of uncertainty over everything. 

(b) Canada is cursed with east-west, French-English, Catholic- 
Protestant, wet-dry and other intense frictions within its borders 
that might easily involve American network radio advertisers in em- 


(c) A certain fear of American business domination and the offcial 
cultivation assiduously of a ‘British tradition’ attitude is a nebulous 
but very definite psychological coloration that might bear down upon 
American network radio penetration of Canada. 

(d) The Canadian publishers are actively hostile to commercialized 
radio and as regards the government stations are thought to have 
the power, as they probably have the inclination, to impede in greater 
or lesser measure the free competition of radio as an advertising me- 


(e) French-speaking broadcasters in the Quebec and eastern On- 
tario sector have gotten across the idea to some extent that the French 
patois requires special production on the spot; therefore network ad- 
vertisers might be inclined to resist basic groups for English language 


note these facts as re- 


This ability to penalize 








PARAMO'NT NOT 
RADIO-MINDED 
ON OWN 


Ruby Cowan, radio contact for the 
Paramount studios, is in town for a 
few days to make the rounds of the 
advertising agencies on a goodwill 
quest. Object is to tell the agency 
heads of the excellent cooperation 
the Par lot has been getting from the 
former’s reps on the Coast and to 
offer the agencies’ New York of- 
fices any help possible in connection 
with Paramount talent. Cowan de- 
clared yesterday (Tuesday) that 
Paramount has no intention of put- 
ting on its own air show. 

Cowan figures on leaving New 
York at the end of this week. He 
will stop off at Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati, Chicago, St. Louis, 
and Kansas City to tune in on local 
programs for singing and novelty 
material that might be of interest to 
the studio’s talent department. 


JOHN BLAIR DEPT. FOR 
SCRIPTS GETS GOING 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 


Program department established 
last June by John Blair in conjunc- 
tion with his rep firm will begin a 
syndicated script service this week. 


Start-off will be an offer of some 
15 programs to stations represented 
by the firm. Later, according to 
Delos Owen, head of department, 
Stations outside the firm will also be 
serviced. . 


Programs which have been lined 
up so far by Owen are mostly se- 
rials, and the majority lay stress on 
short cast and easy production set- 
ups. Among the list are a coupl2 
Which have had spots around here 
with favorable results, but a couple 
new writers are at work turning out 
new stuil. Stations contacted in the 
preliminary campaign have shown a 
decided preference for across-the- 

ards rather than for complete dra- 
matic shows, or any other form. 


Department is also making plans 
to do a couple transcribed series to 
be aired by stations where program 


Staff is inadequate to produce stuff 
of their own. 

















FERRIS TO COAST 


en Ferris, partnered with Tom 

is dei € in p.a.’ing radio personalities, 
Tiving to the Coast. 

off wntinent-hopping to 0.0. his branch 

a © out there and see some of his 

“counts who are living on and air- 

ng from the Coast. 





COMPETITION 


NBC Gives Mussolini-Hitler 
Station, FDR a Chain 





One 





Yesterday (Tuesday) NBC carried 
on WJZ, N. Y., only the talks from 
their Berlin conference by Hitler 
and Mussolini. 

After the spiels by the duo of dic- 
tators were skedded, NBC swung 
around and carded President Roose- 
velt to talk from Bonneville, Oregon, 
where he was inspecting the erection 
of the huge dam, F.D.R. was aired 
over WEAF and as many red-web 
stations as wanted the program. 

Programs conflicted, both riding 
the ozone at 12:30 p.m. 


UNIQUE AUDITION 
FOR HILDEGARDE 


NBC yesterday (Tuesday) after- 
noon tried a new means of staging 
an audition, inviting a dozen agency 
men to a luncheon spread in the 
Rainbow Room and having Hilde- 
garde as hostess. During the feed, 
the singer obliged with some 
warbling. 


Back after having worked in Eng- 
land and France since before the 
Coronation last May, Hildegarde was 
last year NBC’s highest paid sus- 
taining performer. Under contract 
to NBC Artist Service, the net’s 
talent peddlers were never able to 
bag the singer a commercial pro- 
gram of her own. She was placed, 
however, on quite a few guest shots. 











PHILLY BULLETIN CRACKS 


Daily, Previously Impervious to Pub- 
licity, Opening Up 








Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

Radio, film and -legit p.a.’s here 
are gleeful over news that the Philly 
Bulletin is melting on the matter of 
publicity. Sheet, with more than 
500,000 circulation, has been almost 
impossible to crack, although re- 
cently it has opened up a little with 
a local by-lined film column. 

Understood now that Henry Pleas- 
ants, music crick, will shortly in- 
augurate a series of daily stories on 
the woman’s page on various amuse- 
ments. Articles will carry pix. 





Joe Bolton’s Roving Job 
On Gen. Mills Baseball 


Joe Bolton, baseball pley-by-play 
palaverer this past season on WHN, 
N. Y., has been signed on a year- 
around contract by General Mills. 
On WHN, Bolton handled Jersey 
City (Int. League) games bankrolled 
by ‘Wheaties.’ 

Starting for new employer Sun- 
day, Oct. 3, Bolton will spend the 
winter analyzing areas and situa- 
tions where General Mills’ baseball 
campaign did not come off too well 
this summer. 

Bolton is a son-in-law of Leo 
Bondy, v.p. of the N. Y. Giants. 
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NOT ATTRACTIVE 


NBC and CBS After Pro- 
tracted Consideration of 
Offer to Work Out Com- 
mercial Relationship with 
Government Chain See 
Too Many Difficulties 


——_—— 


15% PLUSAGE 





Columbia and NBC have become 
cold to the bid from the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. that. the two 
American networks ally themselves 
commercially with the CBC’s vari- 
ous hookups. Webs on this side re- 
gard with skepticism the CBC’s pro- 
posed methods of doing business and 
are afraid they would be assuming 
too many headaches. They now 
figure it would be best for them to 
confine themselves to the two 
Dominion spots, Montreal and To- 
ronto, which NBC and CBS now 
make available to American adver- 
tisers, 

Operating heads of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. this summer in- 
vited NBC and CBS to submit sug- 
gestions on how the latter could sell 
their clients on clearing their respec- 
tive programs over CBC links. Also 
to send reps to the CBC’s home office 
in Ottawa to help develop a work- 
able rate card. 


Two main objections to the CBC 
proposition which the American 
webs have arrived at involve the 
CBC’s proposed policy of taking the 
commercial programs of any net- 
work on this side and of making the 
same rates available to an American 
advertiser if it wants to do business 
direct. While the Canadians expect 
the American network to get its 
sales commission by adding 15% to 
the rate card, the client’s agency can 
eliminate this added tap by working 
through the Dominion’s own sales 
division, 

American networks also don’t like 
the idea of following each other’s 
commercials over the same hookup. 
To them the aspect is entirely dif- 
ferent when it comes to exchanging 
sustaining programs with the Cana- 
dian system, 

Under the arrangement which the 
CBC is making with privately op- 
erated Dominioy stations the income 
from time sales are to be split evenly 
between the Canadian station and 
the parent Canadian network. From 
the 50% it gets the Canadian net- 
work will pay the line charges, the 
general operating overhead and 15% 
commission to ad agencies. When 
all these items are deducted there 
will be nothing left to remit for 
services to the American networks. 
Hence, the proposal that they get 
theirs by adding a commission to the 
card rates. 


STATION COPS 
FILM SLOGAN 


Kansas City, Sept. 28. 

Radio station KMBC announced 
via a display advertisement in a lo- 
cal Sunday newspapers its fall set- 
up of air fodder and labeled it 
‘KMBC Great Show Season.’ 

This publicity and the twist on 
filmdom’s slogan sorta irks the boys 
in the picture houses. They look 
upon the line Greater Show Season 
as their property. 











Syd Dixon’s Promotion 


Effective Friday (1) Sydney Dixon 
becomes sales manager for NBC's 
western division. Replaces Harry 
F. Anderson, who has quit. 

Dixon is being upped from the 
post of bossing NBC’s Hollywood 
sales office. 











| Lucky Strike Puzzle 


Treatment of the musical 
number ‘Harbor Lights’ on the 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade has 
caused much comment around 
the music business in New York, 
Tune wasn’t even mentioned in 
the cig program’s ratings until 
after it had become the No. 2 
seller and among the first five 
played. 

First week ‘Lights’ became the 
country’s best sheet seller the 
Lucky Strike program listed it 
as No. 5. Although the num- 
ber held top spot in the seller 
list the week following, the pro- 
gram dropped it to seventh 
place. 


na 











Philly Inquirer Cancels 


Swap Deals of WFIL, WIP; 
Concentrating on WCAU 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

Simultaneous with sudden burst 
of friendship between WCAU and 
Philly Inquirer comes cancellation 
by the newspaper of time-space 
swap deals it has had with other ra- 
dio stations for more than two years. 

Ing called off swaps coupla weeks 
ago with no explanation to stations. 
Franklin Cawl, promotion director, 
had no comment except that it was 
result of a ‘temporary change in 
policy.” Both stations and paper 
have from time to time expressed 
satisfaction with swap deals. Sheet 
was using five minute shots plug- 
ging want ads daily and 15-minute 
weekly dramatization of Sunday 
novel on WIP. WFIL used one 
five-minute plug and two spots 
daily, plus the dramatization. 

WCAU will air each month the 
awarding by the Inquirer of $200 
prizes to the city’s bravest fireman 
and policeman. This is not a trade 
deal, but said-by station merely to 
be ‘good will gesture.’ 

WCALU is to build half-hour show 
of hero awards. The coin is passed 
to the winners by the Mayor, with 
Moe Annenberg, Inquirer Publisher, 
and other biggies on scene. 

Levy brothers, owners of WCAU, 
have been reported trying to buy 
Philly Ledger in partners with 
Annenberg. 


ARGENTINE STATIONS 
MOVE TO URUGUAY 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 4. 

Short wave concession granted 
Radio El] Mundo for its two stations, 
LRU and LRX, by the government, 
forced Jaime Yankelevitch to erect 
his contributions to the short-wave 
field, CXA8 and CXAI14 outside the 
boundaries of the Argentine in Uru- 
guay. 

LRU has 7,000 watts, greatest in all 
S. A. It’s mate, LRX, has five which 
is 1,000 watts less than the 6,000 
of Belgrano’s twain. 

Practice of moving his short-wave 
activity into foreign soil by Yan- 
kelevitch is frowned upon by both 
the local government and the other 
operators. Broadcasts, however, 
come in over the border just as 
though located in the Argentine. 











WHK Demands Advance 
Peep from Rutherford 


Cleveland, Sept, 28. 

John Royal and. Doc Morton of 
NBC were in town for week-end 
ceremonies bringing WHK into the 
blue chain. M. A. Howlett, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., former owner and 
manager of WHK also in town, but 
not for ceremonies. 

Howlett came here to protest sta- 
tion’s refusal to broadcast Judge 
Rutherford’s radio talks unless they 
received advance copies of the 
speeches. Rutherford’s Watch Tower 
Bible Society once held a big block 
!of stock in the station. 








Transamerican Building Audition 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp, has Don Becker, its 
program chief, out here to build a 
show for presentation to American 
Tobacco Co. After the program 
has been put together, with the co- 
operation of the Local Lord & 
Thomas office, it will be waxed and 
platter shipped to New York for a 
hearing by Jim Rogers, L & T exec 
on the account, and subsequently, 
George Washington Hill, American 
Tobacco prez. 

Program will have Dick Powell 
as the singing m.c., with the girl vo- 
calists and comic to be selected 
through agency-Becker discussions. 
Indications are that it will not carry 
the label of the Warner Bros. studio, 
If the Transamerican stanza _ is 
okayed it will be cleared over the 
link which Lucky Strike now holds 
on the NBC-Red Wednesday nights. 
Cig account will retain the Saturday 
period on Columbia for the Hit 
Parade. 

L & T has also shows in the mak- 
ing for Pepsodent and Commercial 
Investment Trust, Tom McdAvity, 
radio director in the New York of- 
fice, has been transferred here to 
work on these assignment with the 
L. A. branch, 


ANTI - SWING 
POLICY AT 
WLW 





Cincinnati, Sept. 28. 
Starting this week listeners of 
WLW and WSAI get their swing 
music on a restricted basis. By 
order of Powel Crosley, Jr., presi- 
dent, musical studio sustainers are 


to be strictly sans jam. His 
edict, revolutionary in big time 
radio, is reported to have been 


prompted by letters of protest from 
dialers. 

William Stoess, musical director of 
both stations, is to judge what is 
and what isn’t in the scat category. 

Leaders of orchestras whose music 
is picked up by WLW and WSAI 
from local night spots will be re- 
quested to play not more than one 
swing tune per broadcast under the 
new Crosley command. 

Stoess’ definition of swing music: 
‘Basically it is a rhythmic effect 
which produces a desire to dance. 
On the dance floor such treatment 
of music is fine. But to be success- 
ful for radio, swing must be an in- 
terpretation of music that gives the 
melody predominance and yet pro- 
vides sufficient rhythmic treatment 
to retain the original idea.’ 

Change in the WLW-WSAI mu- 
sical policy is an about-face on 
hotcha styles which enabled a few 
individuals and combos groomed on 
those stations to climb in radio and 
music realms. Among them are Ra- 
mona, the Mills Brothers, Morin Sis- 
ters, Fats Waller, Little Jack Little, 
King’s Jesters and Seger Ellis. 


‘SILVER THEATRE’ 1ST 
PLAY RUNS 4 WEEKS 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Four part play, ‘First Love,’ in- 
augurates ‘Silver Theatre’ Oct. 3. 
Grover Jones, veteran film writer, 
sold the yarn to Young & Rubicam 
for Rosaiind Russell and James 
Stewart. 

Broadcast for first three weeks 
will carry a ‘continued in our next’ 
tag. 








Lynn Murray’s New Task 
Lynn Murray, choir leader, has 
been signatured also as a band con- 
ductor by CBS. 
His first baton assignment will be 
next Wednesday (6) on the sustain- 
ing show built around Patti Chapia, 
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FURTHER PRESS NETWORK OWNERSHIP 








Enabling Legislation, However, Might Get the Biz 


from Supreme Court, 


So ‘Public Convenience’ 


Clause May Get Some Stretching 





Washington, Sept. 28. 

Handcuffs for networks and the 
press are in prospect when purge of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission begins under the steward- 
ship of Frank R. McNinch, new 
chairman of the regulatory agency. 

With a general trial of all F.C.C. 
personnel generally anticipated, in- 
dustry listeners at official keyholes 
last week heard additional details of 
the prospective crackdown policy 
which the new chairman will insti- 
tute upon direct orders from the 
White House. Alarm spread through 
lobbyist ranks with circulation of 


report that President Roosevelt has ! 


instructed new broom-wielder to 
take sensational steps which will 
silence complaints about alleged mo- 
nopoly. 

These are described reliably as the 
sailing orders handed out by F. D. 
before he departed on his present 
trip to the West Coast. 

1. No more newspaper-owned sta- 
tions. 

2. No more web-owned stations. 

3. Watch with suspicion every in- 
dividual in the present Commish and 
report who should stay and who 
should be beheaded. 

Confirmation of these rumors was 
seen in reports from other sources 
that McNinch is privately pondering 
legal problems about the extent of 
the Commish powers and is toying 
with idea of proposing stiff regula- 
tions which will curb the big boys 
of the industry. Understood he has 
asked various individuals, mostly 
lawyers not primarily interested in 
radio practice, for advice and has 
some personal brain-trusters analyz- 
ing records of the F.C.C. 

Prospective tightening also is bul- 
warked by renewed reports that the 
New Deal is waging a strenuous 
campaign to head off the threatened 
Congressional investigation. Admin- 
istration spokesmen have been heard 
whispering that clean-up by Mc- 
Ninch will satisfy squawkers and 
obviate need for any grilling. 


Legally Difficult? 


Exactly how the Commish will 
proceed against webs and the press 
invasion of radio remains to be set- 
tled. Likewise controversial how 
far it can go under the present law 
and whether the Supreme Court 
would uphold either amendments to 
the act or decisions aimed particu- 
larly at chains and newspaper appli- 
cants, 

Legal problem is difficult. Com- 
mish has three ways to carry out the 
reported White House wishes, It 
can request Congress to enact new 
legislation barring both networks 
and publishers from owning trans- 
mitters; it can adopt formal regu- 
lations prohibiting applications from 
either group; or it can reach an in- 
formal understanding that neither 
faction will receive favorable treat- 
ment. Lawyers are convinced that 
the courts would toss a monkey- 
wrench if either of the first two ave- 
nues are followed but concede the 
present law is broad enough to al- 
low the Commish to cold-shoulder 
newspapers and chains from the 
viewpoint of ‘public interest, con- 
venience, and necessity.’ 

Touchy legal question involved 
in newspaper curbs has been raised 
before, without any satisfactory an- 
swer being supplied. Senator Bur- 
ton K. Wheeler of Montana last year 
obtained from F. C. C. Chief Coun- 
sel Hampson Gary an opinion that 
a statute prohibiting newspapers 
from having any financial interest 
in the broadcasting business would 
withstand legal challenges. Without 
supplemental legislation, the Com- 
mish cannot, according to Gary, or- 
der a divorce of the press and radio, 
or prevent publishers from acquir- 
ing new stations. He said a ban on 
press-radio links would be a ‘rea- 
sonable’ regulation of _ interstate 
commerce by Congress. 

Regulation of chains is less knotty. 
Under existing code, the F. C. C, is 
empowered to ‘make special regula- 
tions applicable to radio stations en- 
gaged in chain broadcasting,’ While 
this authority never has been exer- 
cised—and consequently never has 
been testéd—some lawyers concede 
the Commish might decide, under 


-this clause (Sect. 303 [i]) that pub- 


lic interest would not be served by 
allowing webs to own transmitters, 


Initial approach to the goal is ex- 
pected to fake form of an unoffcial 
policy via which the Commish will 
reject all applications from either 
newspapers or chains to build, buy, 
or lease transmitters. Probably could 
duck a legal challenge for a consid- 
erable period, if the lawyers are 
adept in finding other grounds which 
would serve as ostensible reason for 
turning down pleas. 


Assault on present press or chain 
controlled transmitters is not ex- 
pected immediately. Without specific 
legislation, it is believed attorneys 
would tie up the Commish with in- 
junction proceedings, based on con- 
tention that cancellation or denial 
of, licenses was unconstitutional be- 
cause either arbitrary or conflicting 
with guarantee against loss of prop- 
erty without due process of law. 


Whether the government could 
successfully take a clear-cut position 
against both chain and press owner- 
ship is a topic which has engaged 
lawyers for some time. Few indus- 
try counsei think such policy or 
statute could survive court attack, 
pointing to various decisions in 
cases where issue of class legisla- 
tion was raised. But they concede 
that the Commish might cause much 
trouble and harrass licensees during 
the time needed to get a case be- 
fore the Supreme Court, which or- 
dinarily takes six months te two 
years. 

Residential Clause 


A roundabout move to restrict the 
chains and the press is reported in 
the making, with McNinch ponder- 
ing the possibility of a regulation 
outlawing leases and a rule requir- 
ing applicants to be residents of the 
community where the particular 
transmitter is or would be situated. 
Step of this sort would cause plenty 
of hardship if retroactive, in view 
of the many transmitters which now 
are rented. Most harm would be 
done to NBC, in view of its General 
Electric, Westinghouse, and other 
leased properties, but CBS and 
various newspapers also would be 
in a hot spot. 

The lease question has perplexed 
the Commish considerably of late, 
while there has been additional con- 
cern over the matter of absentee 
landlords. Hanging fire at present 
is the Columbia plea for consent to 
rent KSFO, San Francisco, which 
has drawn an adverse report from 
an F. C. C, examiner, and the same 
web’s plan to assume indirect con- 
trol of WAPI, Birmingham. 





Bealle Does a Greeley 


For Thompson Agency 
James Bealle, of J. Walter Thomp- 
son’s radio publicity staff, has been 
transferred from the New York of- 
fice to Hollywood. Agency has most 
of its program originating from that 
point. 
In the Coast office Bealle will 
serve as assistant to Ed Fortman. 


CBS INNOCENT 


Not One Digestion — Disturber for 
Juves on Network 








CBS is going into the autumn sea- 
son sans any commercial network 
programs aimed expressly at the 
kiddies, 

Network began losing sponsors of 
youngster serials and similar shows 
when, two-and-half years ago, re- 
strictions were placed on the melo- 
dramatics and a_ stop-watch and 
hatchet poised over the commercial 
plugs. ‘Buck Rogers’ and ‘Bobby 
Benson’ script shows quit because of 
Columbia’s attitude. 


RESEARCH JOB 
CONTRACT UP 
FOR BIDS 


Joint Committee on Radio Re- 
search expects to let out next week 
the contract covering the field phase 
of the rural listening survey which 
it is supervising for NBC and Colum- 
bia. The two networks are jointly 
financing the project and figure that 
the job of collecting data from farm- 
ers will cost them between $20,000 
and $25,000. 

While webs have agreed to have 
the field work done by a research 
organization picked by the Joint 
Committee, NBC and Columbia 
would like to do the tabulating of 
the questionnaire fill-ins on their 
own tab machines. This is suggested 
for economy purposes, but the 
chances are that the JCRR will have 
the same outside research outfit do 
the tabulating. The findings will be 
published in a book prepared by 
NEC and CBS staff men. 

Sample farm counties from every 
state have been picked by the Joint 
Committee for the field job. Specific 
routes and the exact number of calls 
in each county have been laid out 
for the doorknockers and bellringers 
and it is proposed that the inter- 
viewers work every day in the week 
so that the farmer himself will be 
actually reached through Sunday 
calls, 


“Ave Maria’ Expansion 


‘Ave Maria Hour,’ Sunday evening 
half-hour religious program  cur- 
rently riding nine Inter-City System 
stations fed by WM N. Y., ex- 
pands to the N. ¥. S Broadcast- 
an regional, commencing Sunday 

Program is a commercial, with 
copy on broadcasts asking for dona- 
tions to further the charity work 
of the sponsors, Franciscan Friars, 
with Monastery at Harrison, N. Y. 
Dramatizations of lives of saints, en- 
acted by professional casts, furnish 
the entertainment. 

N. Y. State regional stations added 
as outlets are WINS, N. Y.; WABY, 
Albany; WIBX, Utica; WSAY, Roch- 
handy WBENY, Buffalo; WMBO, Au- 

urn, 




















WXYZ Lily White Hero Will Be Shown 
On Screen but Under Special Clauses 





Detroit, Sept. 28. 

‘The Lone Ranger,’ WXYZ’s west- 
ern serial aired over Mutual and Don 
Lee web past four years, starts going 
on celluJoid soon under a contract 
signed with Republic by H. Allen 
Campbell, King-Trendle Broadcast- 
ing Corp. general manager. 

Deal, under consideration for some 
time, calls for one feature-length 
flicker and 15 two-reelers, the for- 
mer due for release around March 1 
and the serials on regular schedules 
after that time. 

Contract stipulates character of 
‘Ranger’ must be identical with char- 





acter in radio program (a two-fisted 





fella who never kills anyone and 
displays wholesome qualities only). 
Film stories will be based on radio 
scripts of Fran Striker, author of the 
Ranger. 

‘Ranger’ serial, heard thrice week- 
ly over WXYZ, its state web, MBS 
and 14 Don Lee stations on west 
coast, was recently renewed for an- 
— 52 weeks by Gordon Baking 

0. 

Appearance of western hero on 
screen will be first time ‘Ranger’ has 
ever made a public appearance, 
WXYZ officials having successfully 
shielded hero from juvenile listen- 
ers for past four years for fear of 
destroying illusion, 
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embarrassment as if it weren't quite 
sporting to rub it in. 

New Yorkers may, however, re- 
turn to-their drab home town in 
calm confidence. The headaches will 
be in Hollywood! 

Regardless of how long it lasts, 
or if it- lasts indefinitely, Hollywood 
is going to be tough on radio. That 
will take in the advertising agencies 
in the beginning. Later—prediction 
—it will take in good old Joe Spon- 
sor back in Minneapolis and Detroit 
because he will pay the bills. 

There’s the case of the continuity 
boy scouts from Tacoma who thought 
$40 a week allurement enough to 
rattle down to Hollywood. Now, 
seven months later, he’s getting $400 
a week, 

There are the several radio writ- 
ers and radio directors sent out from 
New York at agency expense only to 
be wooed away by the film studios. 


That Picture Influence 


Even discounting some of the 
stories as typical Hollywood exag- 
gerations there’s no mistaking the 
symptoms, Proximity to those film 
studios, if nothing else, is going to 
drive up the miscellaneous expenses, 
the payroll, the costs of doing busi- 
ness. It’s going to be necessary to 
sell even larger quantities of soap, 
or what have you. 

If the studios furnish a desirable 
and convenient supply of big names 
—at big fees—there follows the 
question—what about the writers 
and directors and lesser personalities 
who, not having names and meaning 
nothing to circulation in themselves, 
save as craftsmen, are still infected 
with big salaryitis from exposure 
to Hollywood? 

How many accounts can stand the 
gaff? 

Obviously a limited number. And 
that number—this is the point—must 
have extra-specially successful and 
popular programs to warrant the ex- 
tra special costs, 

A good show with a top rating 
audience of millions of listeners can 
afford the cost. At almost any price 
perhaps certain smash programs 
would be good buys. It’s the ones 
that don’t bring in the winners that 
will determine the ultimate nature 
of Hollywood radio and the eventual 
character of the accounts that can 
and will flourish in that environ- 
ment. 

Skeptics are anticipating some 
costly Hollywood radio clambakes. 
The difficulties of the proletarian 
programs with a mere $10,000 budget 
taking a bad beating when pitted 
against plutocratic rivals with twice 
as much to spend are cited. It will 
tike genius to win against some of 
the situations that may bob up. Try 
to find such genius. Or finding it, 
try to hold it. 

It’s sure to end up for some 
auspices in fog. A lot of fog. Damp, 
chilling, morale-murdering fog. 

Some Fun, Anyway 

But it'll possibly be the greatest 
experience radio ever had. It’s a 
cinch to profoundly alter the course 
of network programs and in the 
meanwhile, nobody would dispute 
that Hollywood will always be a ra- 
dio origination center. So long as 
Hollywood is the powerhouse of film- 
dom and so long as the two-way tug 
of radio personalities toward pic- 
tures, and pix stars toward radio, 
that’s a certainty. The networks are 
creating an impressive radio row, 
the radio colony of singers, musi- 
ciansy bit actors, technicians, an- 
nouncers and general hands is grow- 
ing. Hollywood radio is there to 
stay but it may be asked as a rational 
question how many of the accounts 
now there can stay there indefi- 
nitely? 

As Chester LaRoche of Young & 
Rubicam, who has been giving a good 
deal of thought and study to these 
very problems, points out, ‘Many of 
the programs have simply followed 
their stars to Hollywood.’ 

In other words, many of the pro- 
grams are not in Hollywood because 
of any advantage in glamour, re- 
sources or other factors unique to 
Hollywood. They must share their 
personalities with the motion picture 
industry. Hence the need for pro- 
pinquity of radio and picture pro- 
duction. 

Lux, Campbell Soup and one or 
two others make a virtue of being 
in and of Hollywood. Otherwise the 
majority of the Hollywood origina- 
tions have slight, if any, environ- 
mental tie-up. 

Indeed agency men who a year or 
so ago thought of Hollywood orig- 
ination as a_  curiosity-stimulating 
asset in and of itself, are now ques- 
tioning its value since it became 





commonplace rather than 
tional. 
Clash With Pix Already 


There has already been some fric- 
tion between the picture industry, 
as such, and the radio advertisers, 
as such. Picture execs protested 
against disturbance of their schedules 
or plans by the demands or require- 
ments of sponsorship. They asked 
for ‘cooperation.’ More or less radio 
promised to cooperate but, according 
to advertising sources, it is impos. 
sible to even get an interview with 
a responsible film studio executive 
through the ‘official’ channels of co- 
operation urged upon them by the 
pix spokesman. After repeated fail- 
ures to observe the etiquette sug- 
gested, most of the advertising agen- 
cies have frankly gone through tal- 
ent agents or directly to the talent. 
This gets them results. And results 
is what they want, with a minimum 
of delay. 

Newcomers from the east find 
themselves at a bidding disadvantage 
against such old Hollywood insiders 
as J. Walter Thompson's Danny 
Danker and a couple of others 
who’ve been around and know val- 
ues in a way an easterner cannot 
know them for a long time. Again 
the bogey of mounting costs, bidding 
against the wiles of Hollywood 
agents and without the realistic low- 
down of experience. 


THIS OCTOBER 
MAY END CBS 
ROMP - 


After a march forward of more 
than two years, during which CBS 
did not fail each month to bag a 
gross income greater than the 
corresponding month of the previ- 
ous annum, Columbia execs are ap- 
prehensive that record may be 
snapped in October. 

Fear, far from groundless, is that 
income in Oct. ’°37 may glide under 
that of Oct. ’36, Last year’s take was 
the tallest in any single month in all 
CBS’ history—$2,754,808. 

There are going to be many more 
blank, sponsorless night-time niches 
on CBS next month than last year. 
Early in the summer, Columbia 
sales’ hopes soared, but disappoint- 
ments mounted, With the season 
underway, CBS folio of time occu- 
pied and- committed reveals what 
some would term an ‘alarming’ num- 
ber of naked evening notches. 

Blank spots: 


Sundays: 8 to 9 p. m.; after 10 p. m. 

Mondays: 6-7 p. m.; 7:15-7:30; after 
10:30. 

Tuesdays: 6-7 p. m.; 7:15-7:30; after 
10:00, 

Wednesdays: 6-7 p. m.; after 10. 

Thursdays: 6-6:30 p. m.; 6:45-7; 
7:15-7:30; after 10. 

Fridays; 6-7 p. m.; 7:15-7:30; after 
10:45. 

Saturdays: 6-630; 6:45-730; after 
10:45. 

Though CBS daytime biz has 
perked very appreciably over start 
of last fall, a great many of both day 
and night programs are not sprawled 
over the number of stations used by 
shows last year. Loss of the World 
Series, which will not be sponsored 
this season, also crimps the October 
income. 

Even with rates up 10%, both day 
and night, over last season, the 
crystal-gazers at CBS are dubious 
that this October will touch the 
record peak of the last one. 


Mary Jane Walsh, New, 
Gets Barbasol Spot 


Mary Jane Walsh, warbling new- 
comer to network radio, has been 
tabbed by Erwin, Wasey agency for 
Barbasol program. Series of quar- 
ter-hour Friday night periods starts 
over 15 Mutual stations on Oct. 29. 

Auditions are still proceeding for 
an orch to background the soprano. 


excep- 














Circus Remote Sponsored 
Knoxville, Sept. 28. 

First time any sizable circus eve? 
figured in a local commercial broad- 
cast transpired last week in Knox- 
ville. WNOX made a deal with the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace show to air ® 
complete description of a matinee 
here. 

Program was sponsored by a local 
flour mill. 
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Two broadcasters from the 


Butte, Mont., did the clarion act 


the Oct. 


among the networks, 





themselves inte the musicians’ employment situa- 
tion last week with a call to arms directed at west- 
ern stations. _T. W. Symons, Jr., of KXL, Portland, 
and KFPY, Spokane, and Ed Craney, of KGIR, 


mimeographed letters mailed in the same envelope. 
Craney’s communication urged complete defiance 
of the Federation’s requirements, while Symons 
took a more conciliatory point of view but urged 
that the western broadcasters get together before 
12 meet of the National Association of 
Broadcasters in New York and decide the course of 
action they wanted taken, regardless of how it might 
affect the interests of NBC and Columbia. 
Symons-Craney letters have caused some dismay 
fearing that such regional 
meets might produce enough fire-breathing to fore- 
stall'any chance of a harmonious solution of the 
problem at the New York gathering. 


Craney-Symons Issue Letters Jointly 





northwest threw 


through a couple 


Sufficient 


western broadcasters might be swung into line to 
make the militant group’s viewpoint the dominant 
policy of the convention when it comes to voting 
on the musicians’ issue. As the membership in the 
NAB now stands, out of the total of 413 dues paying 
stations 210 are affiliated with NBC and Columbia. 
This creates a balance of power that makes the net- 
works’ outlook still less cheery. | 

Some broadcasters foresee a possibility of the 
affiliated outlets breaking away from the NAB and | 
entering into their own deal with the AFM. They 
also look on the forthcoming meet as likely to offer 
a side picture of no mean proportions, this involv- 
ing a sturdy attempt of the NAB’s current admin- 
istration to steal back the show. 
istration came off with anything but flying colors 
at the last broadcasters’ session in New York when it 
was at the insistence of the opposition on the asso- 
ciation’s board that the NAB called for the Oct. 12 
get-together of the industry. 





This same admin- 








Stations Outside Networks 
Governed by Same Basic 


Agreement in Musicians View 





Stations not affiliated with the net- 
works will have no alternative but 
to accept the same basic agreement 
which a committee representing the 
network affiliated outlets concluded 
with the American Federation of 
Musicians last week. Joe Weber, 
AFM prez, disclosed Monday (27) 
that the agreement with the affiliates 
contained a clause which prevented 
the union from giving the non- 
affiliates any more advantageous 
terms. 

Agreement or memorandum con- 
summated between the AFM execu- 
tive board and the affiliates’ com- 
mittee involves the additional ex- 
pendituge of $1,500,000 a year for 
musicians among the affiliated out- 
lets during the next two years. This 
same committee has also drawn up 
a uniform contract for use between 
the stations in the group and their 
local AFM branches. Both the uni- 
form contract and the method for 
allocating the $1,500,000 are subject 
to the approval of the affiliated sta- 
tions, which are slated to meet in 
New York Oct. 12. 

Weber is leaving Friday (1) for 
the American Federation of Labor 
convention in Denver and will be 
absent from New York until Oct. 13. 
NBC and Columbia are meanwhile 
expected to work out new two-year 
agreements for staff musicians em- 
ployed by them in New York, Chi- 
cago, and Los Angeles. Negotiations 
for such contracts are being handled 
in New York by web officials direct. 





First instance of the Committee 
on Industrial Organization extend- 
ing its unionization activities in 
broadcasting beyond the technical 
field is the claim made by the Amer- 
ican Radio Telegraphers Association 
that it has enrolled the announcers, 
continuity writers and program pro- 
ducers, as well as the technicians, of 
KOMA, Oklahoma City. The CIO 
union has advised the management 
of KOMA that its personnel in the 
four classifications have been signed 
up 100% but that no pressure will 
be brought to negotiate a contract 
until the station has had a chance to 
dig up counter data. 

Headquarters of the ARTA in New 
York explained last week that the 
organization’s policy will not be to 
claim jurisdiction over these various 
classes of station personnel. If 
other unions to cover each classifica- 
tion develop, the ARTA, which pro- 
poses to call itself the American 
Communications Association, will 
gladly agree to the transfer of such 
members. In the meantime the 
ARTA figures that it is better to 
have them in some union than un- 
Organized. 

ARTA also claims that the person- 
ne! of WBBZ, Ponca City, affiliated 
with the Oklahoma Network, has in 
large part joined that union and that 
it has a substantial representation 


7 three other outlets of the regional 
ink. 





Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 
Possibility of WCAU and Tooters’ 
Local coming to agreement on house 
band before settlement of national 
issue, Oct. 15, now seems remote. 





_Doe and Ike Levy, owners of sta- | 
tion: Stan Lee Broza, program di- | 
rector; A. A. Tomei, prez of union; | 
Rex Riccardi, secretary, and Herb- 


ert Syme, labor mediator, confabbed , Germania 


got farther than ever before—-but 
that’s still miles from ink on a line. 

Tomei offered Levys band at once 
pn same terms as allowed KYW, 
which has already signed. He con- 
sidered this large concession, inas- 
much as WCAU is 50,000 watter and 
KYW 10,000 watts. Offer means 
employment of 16 men at $45 for two 
hours of sustaining per day. In ad- 
dition, another concession was 
thrown in. WCAU could deduct pro 
rata for any part of the two hours 
used and paid for at regular com- 
mercial rates. 

Doc Levy offered alternative. He 
wanted to pay $800 weekly for a 
combo sustaining and commercial 
band. Tomei balked, as this would 
mean only $45 per man, plus leader’s 
stipend. He'll, however, put whole 
thing up to general membership of 
the Local at a meeting next Tuesday. 

He indicated that he’ll oppose its 
acceptance because it. would be of- 
fensive to KYW and would tear 
down entire union scale. He pointed 
out that WRAX, which sells a quar- 
ter-hour for $26.50, just signed a 
termer for 12 men at $60 for four 
hours a day. WCAU gets $180 per 
quarter-hour. 

Reports of strikes and lockouts in- 
volving entire staff of 10 gabbers at 
WPEN-WRAX, with this Friday (1) 
as the big cay, seeped through radio 
circles here. Men just signed up 
with American Guild of Radio An- 
nouncers and Producers. Guild has 
suddenly come into Philly fast and 
it is understood that crews at sev- 
eral other outlets, including WCAU, 
have been signed virtually 100%. 

Whatever is happening at WPEN 
is being kept well sub rosa by both 
sides. Management declares it 
hasn’t yet been approached by the 
men and knows nothing of a lock- 
out or strike. Staff, it is understood, 
however, is awaiting arrival of an 
organizer from New York to con- 
duct negotiations Friday with sta- 
tion’s new owner, John Iraci. 





Technicians of station WWSW, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., signed with the 
American Communications Associa- 
tion (nee ARTA). Marks first of 
Smoky City’s outlets to go union, and 
will form the nucleus of new local 
to be established while ACA drives 
herd on others. 

With members lined up, ACA will 
present demands this week. Usual 
40-hour week, closed shop, 25% in- 
creases, etc. 





Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 
Radio producers are restrained in 
a recent ruling by L. A. musicians’ 
union from staggering schedules at 
rehearsals. Full crews at tuneup 
time are made imperative. Cusiom 


has been to work eight or 16 men at | 


a time in drilling different sections 
of the bands. 

Ukase will tilt budgets 
hundred dollars weekly. 


Jealous of Spielers? 
Washington, Sept. 28. 
Fight announcers on the staff of 
NBC Washington studios go on a 
five-day week, starting Oct. 4. 


several 





Other employees, however, 
continue on six—or seven—day 
schedule. 


William Klein back to his WIND 
Broadcast in Chicago, 


far into starlight last Tuesday and | after skittering through Europe, 


WIND SWITCHES CHI 





U OUT, NOTRE DAME IN 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 
switch last week gave 
WIND the Notre Dame _ football 
schedule over WLW-Transamerican 
line, although the station had en- 
tered into a verbal agreement early 
last summer to do an exclusive on 
the Chicago U. games. 

Mix-up over the deal has Chi- 
cago U. burning, but the station 
claims the college had refused to put 
anything on paper until it had in- 
terviewed and okayed the sponsor 
Came the offer from Transamerican, 
plus a 30-minute period before and 
after games to be commercial, so 
Ralph Atlass nixed the Chicago U. 
boys. 

Chicago deal, made verbally at the 
beginning of the season, caused no 
little flurry on sports pages and 
among universities, this being. one 
of the first times any of the Big 10 
had agreed to let its games be aired 
by one station exclusively. 


Bob Kennett Off WLW 


Cincinnati, Sept. 28. 
With personnel changes under way 
at WLW and WSAI, latest departees 
include Bob Kennett, who served as 
production manager for the past 





Sudden 








year; Fritz Witte, of the program de- 
partment, and Al Helfer, sports- 
caster, who also were with both 
stations for more than a year. 

Position of production manager 
will not be filled permanently for 
some time. 


BUCKLEY WITH CBS 


Bob Buckley has resigned as New 
York manager for the William G. 
Rambeau Co., station reps, to join 
the Columbia sales staff. He takes 
up-his new job Oct. 4. 

Buc came over to Rambeau 
from the mag field about a year and 
a half ago. 








Air Unions Crystallize: Indie Guild 


Pulled Sympathetically Toward 
C.1.0.-Affiliated A.C.A. Union 





NEW YORK NOMINEES 


Local Board of Radio Actors Union | 


Due for Election 
New York local of AFRA 
Monday (27) night named the fol- 
lowing nominees for its local board: 
Teddy 


Wall, John Brown, Niles Welch, Ted 


DeCorsia, Joe Latham, Edward 
Clark. Walter Preston, Margaret 
Speaks, Carol Deis, Earl Waldo, 


Henry Shope, 
and, by petition, Floyd Buckley, Carl 
Eastman, Alexander McKee, Steele 
Jamieson, John Pickard, Charles 
Webster, William Adams, Al Sinton 
and John McGovern. 

Additional nominations may be 
made before next Monday (4) night's 
meeting. AFRA national board will 
meet tomorrow (Thursday) after- 
noon. 


Actors Union 
Is Organizing 
San Francisco 


_— 








More than 75 local radioites have 
become members of the San Fran- 
cisco Chapter of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, following 
the granting of a charter by the 
AFRA national board in New York 
City. The local chapter covers all 
of Northern California from the 
Tehachapi mountains to the Oregon 
border, as well as the entire state 
of Nevada. Charter members have 
elected a governing board, which 


will in turn elect officers for the 
San Francisco chapter early this | 
week. 


A recent meeting of more than 150 
radio artists and announcers was ad- 
dressed by James Wallington, Eddie 
Cantor mikeman; Norman Fieid, na- 
tional executive secretary and sec- 
ond vice-prexy of AFRA, and Carl- 
ton KaDelil, announcer and prexy of 
the Los Angeles chapter, all of whom 
flew to San Francisco for the event. 
Vic Connors, executive secretary 
and organizer of the local chapter, 
opened the meeting, following which 
John B. Hughes, Mutual-Don Lee 
web newscaster, was named tem- 
porary chairman. 





i ; 





0 Branch of Actors Union Elects; 


Shuts Out Non-Members From Rally 


- —— — 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 
First for-members-only meeting of 
Chicago local of American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists was held Sun- 
day (26) night and board of direc- 
tors and officers elected. 


For a couple of days preceding 
the meeting, and the day following, 
Chicago performers were complain- 
ing at the closed door policy adopted 
by the temporary committee. Gen- 
eral thought was that it was too soon 
to shut out everybody except paid 
members, particularly those who in- | 
tended to join but were prevented | 
from doing so because of the searcity 
of radio pay checks. 


Many felt that it would have been 
a better policy to have let all per- | 
formers attend, even though only | 
actual members were allowed to, 
vote. At any rate, the morning after | 
the meeting there were numerous | 
squawks that the Chicago local | 
wanted only those who were up in| 
the bucks, that it didn’t care whether | 





| the two-shots-a-week guy got in or! 


not, 
Official Idea 


On the other hand, the temporary | 


, committee felt that the closed door | 
will | 


policy was well worthwhile in that | 
it furnished the squeeze which added 
a good many members immediately, | 
many of whom would have dilly- 


could join at the door, before going 
into Sunday night’s meeting, and a 
good many joined that way. 

While expecting some little 
trouble in effecting a complete union 
policy here, so far no organization 
has come out openly against AFRA 
and, according to agencies and sta- 


| 


last | 
Bergman, Marc Smith, Wil- | 
fred Lytell, Marion Barney, Lucille | 


| Federation 
| filiated with the 




















Organization of the performer and 
technician ends of radio is gradually 
assuming a simpler picture. Three 
main groups now dominate the field, 
with the other smaller or less active 


| ones being steadily pushed into the 


background. 

Three large and rapidly growing 
organizations are the American 
Radio Artists, af- 

Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America (AFL); the 


of 


Emerson Williams, | American Communications Assn., af- 


filiated with CIO, and the American 


| Guild of Radio Announcers and Pro- 
| ducers (indie), 
| the performer end only. 
| AGRAP are organizing both ends, 


AFRA is organizing 
ACA and 


but the former is concentrating on 


| the technician angle, while the lat- 


ter is stressing the performer end. 

Of the less active groups, the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, American Federation 
of Labor affiliate, is interested in 
the technician end, as are the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees (also AFL) and the As- 
sociated Columbia Broadcast ‘Tech- 
nicians, American Federation of 
Musicians, (AFL) has the musician 
end completely sewed up and is not 
concerned in the efforts of the other 
groups, 

Tending toward further simplifica- 
tion of the picture, indications are 
that AGRAP and ACA may jain 
forces within the not distant future, 
leaving only two main bodies in a 
struggle for the radio scene. Since 
AGRAP several months ago adopted 
the CIO vertical setup, the two 
groups have been coming closer to- 
gether in sympathy and (lately) in 
cooperative efforts. At stations 
where the ACA is actively organiz- 
ing technicians, AGRAP is holding 
off, while ACA is generally recipro- 
cating. 

Joining Forces? 


Since it as yet hasn’t the necessary 
organizational setup to handle a ver- 
tical union on a_ national scale, 


| AGRAP may well find it expedient 
| to join forces with the ACA for that 


reason, as well as for greater nu- 
merical strength. Also the CIO 
backing might prove invaluable in 
case of a scrap with the networks 
or AFRA. 


Meanwhile, AGRAP is pushing its 
membership drive nationally. Or- 
ganization has formed a free-lance 
announcer chapter, in which the 
membership includes David Ross, 
Ted Husing, Paul Douglas, Andre 
Baruch and other name mikesters. 
Group also claims to have organized 
KYW, Philly, 100%, as well as the 
staffs of WCAU, Philly; WEEI, Bos- 
ton; WBBM, Chicago, and WBNX, 


|WNEW, WOV, WABC, WOR and 


WMCA, New York. Sound effects 
men of CBS, WABC, WBBM, WJZ 
and WEAF are also claimed by the 
AGRAP. Although the organization 
likewise claims its membership drive 
among actors and singers is ‘pro- 
ceeding satisfactorily, the AFRA, 
because of its Four A’s tie-up, is 
conceded to have the edge there. 


Altogether, AGRAP claims bar- 
gaining is in progress at WAAT, 


| Jersey City, and WORC, Worcester, 


tions, they can have no feeling in the | Mass., and organization is complete 
matter until AFRA itself comes out) 41 WPEN, Philly. Group is active at 


in the open. As yet AFRA does not} 1; other stations, has taken aciion 
exist officially to agency and station | against three other stations before 


executives and it will not until it | 


the National Labor Relations Board. 


makes known its policies and de-| Pirst national AGRAP convention is 


mands. 


that, without official seals, two large 
agencies and two major stations are 
not in accord with a union policy 
among performers. 

Board and officers elected Sunday 
night include performers from all 
three networks, independent §sta- 
tions and free lance players. Elected 
to the board were Ann Seymour, 


Philip Lord, Carleton Brickert, Ray- | 


mond Jones, 
Henry Saxe, 


Hugh Studebaker, 
Bernard Burke. For- 
rest Lewis, Virginia Payne, Frank 
Dane, Bess Flynn, Judith Lowry, 
Mark Love, Ed Davis, Harry Walsh, 
Stan Thompson, Pat Peterson, Philip 
Vulkin, Major Holmes, Dick Wells, 
Myles Reed. 

Of these, Carleton Brickert was 
elected president; Ann Seymour, vice 


| dallied until actually forced in by aj} president; Philip Lord, treasurer. 
closed shop. policy. Arrangements | and Raymond Jones, executive sec- 
iwere made whereby performers | retary. 


~ & | scheduled for Friday 
However, it is pretty well known | York. 


(1), in New 
ACA is negotiating this weck with 
the technical staffs at WCAU, KYW 


and WFIL, Philly, has a contract 
with WDAS, Philly, and W\V/SW, 
Pittsburgh. Hearing of its com- 
plaint against CBS was to come up 


before the NLRB yesterday (Tucs.) 


afternoon. 


Feeling among AGRAP and ACA 
members in regard to the former's 
contracts with several studios is that 
the pacts are anything but satisf2c- 
tory, but are as good as could be ex- 
pected, considering the difiiculties. 
Idea is that AGRAP wants to get es- 
tablished in the field and is willing 
to take weak contracts to gain its 
point. When the deals come up for 
renewal, the feeling is, better terms 
can be souvht. Meariwhile, the pacts 

i ty keep AFRA from ine 
vading the field, 
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and so I thought E'd take a two 
page ad in Variety the week of 
Sept. 29 when we start our eighth 
year on the air. 


You are note Are you starting 
that again? I told you the last 
time when you threw that money 
out taking an ad in Variety--- 


But it got a lot of coimment--- 
people read it and--- 


People! So you made Jack Benny 
laugh, and Nat Burns and Bennie 
Fields and i--- 


Oh,it's not only they---dont you 
think anybody else reads Variety 
---how about the mmmm agency? 
Mre Hummert might see it; or the 
Anacin people--- 


We better not remind them it's 
our eighth year. Somebody might 
remember to take us off. 


But for eight hundred dollars we 
can take a £ukk double page. 


Eight hundred dollars] That's 
fine. When my father needed five 
hundred we couldnt afford it ;but 
for a thing like this--- 


But your father hasnt the circu-~ 
lation Variety has. 


Who says so? Ekaiukxx 
We might need a good writeup,end- 


Yes? How about: those shorts we 
made---the way we got panned. 


But if I take out a two page ad-- 
Not with my money- 


I guess I've got sanething to say 
about it2, Waose scripts are thgy 


Listen---I can get Harry Conn to 
write the act and call it the 
Easy Connsy 


Well you wait and see if there 
isnt a two page ad in Vartety 
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JEANETTE MacDONALD 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
VICK CHEMICAL 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
(Morse International) 


Jeanette MacDonald carried plenty 
of responsibility Sunday night as 
Vick Chemical’s one-woman show. 
There was a background chorus and 
orchestra of course, but essentially 
she was on her own. On her own, 
it may be added, with a load of 
continuity designed by somebody to 
make her seem friendly and chatty 
and informal and just too, too dar- 
ling. Unfortunately this line of 
phoney baloney put into Miss Mac- 


Donald’s mouth some of the most] 





asinine chatter that ever threatened | 


a dignified artist’s dignity. 

Vick of course has its ideal and its 
pattern. They’ve used it on Nelson 
Eddy, whom they consciously sought 
to convert into an unnaturally sim- 


ple homebody. Formula usually re-| the fire in the final minutes, ro 





| 
| 


TOM McMAHON ané@ AL TRIGGS 
Cornell-Penn State Game 

2 Hours, 45 mins. 

ATLANTIC REFINING 

Saturday, 3:15 p.m., EDST 

WOR, New York 


(N. W. Ayer) 


N. Y.’s_ slice of sponsored grid 
games in Atlantic Refining’s $350,000 
campaign, which will involve 163 
games by season’s end, are being 
aired on WOR, Station does not 
tag along with any specific school, 
but gets what the sponsor considers 
the outstanding game of the week. 
That is a thoughtful move for, in the 
Manhattan area, description of games 
must vie against Fordham’s games 
(Kellogg) on WINS, Yale’s home 
sked (Socony) on WMCA, plus the 
sustainer highlights each Saturday 
on CBS and NBC, 

Cornell and Penn State, in the 
curtain-raiser on Aftlantic’s§ sked, 
produced a bangup game all the way, 
The Big Red pulled the tilt out of 


quires a churchly hymn to set it off.) ing in on the crest of a 26-19 score, 


It may or may not be a deliberate 
effort to concentrate marksmanship 
on a particular segment of the popu- 
lation. That might justify the silly 
talk from an advertising standpoint 
although scarcely from Miss Mac- 
Donald’s. That  less-than-sensible 
role they’ve given her may possibly 
make a hit with some of the odd 
mixtures in the radio audience. But 
in other directions the public will 
not be uniformly pleased. 

Her singing is of course splendid. 


She was a trifle edgy at the getaway | 
and pinched the high notes on the 


first couple of numbers. She is too 
experienced a trouper not to have re- 
alized the burden she was carrying 
alone with only nominal background 
support. The range of her selec- 
tions, probably Vick’s selections, 





McMahon, the describer, warmed 
up gradually as the game proceeded, 
after getting off to a slow start, 
Throughout the first quarter he was 
slightly hesitant and at times quaint 
in his use of grid terms. He missed; 
too, in injecting color and his vo- 
cabulary of pigskin persiflage might 
have been larger. 

Improvement was noted as he 
worked, however, and long before 
the end he was buoyed with con- 


fidence and ease in talking. On his 
credit side, McMahon was very ac- 
curate and careful to indulge in no 


false, hair-raising dramatics. 
Al Triggs did o.k. as the ‘color’ 


|}man,- plug palaverer and general 


statistics reeled off at the half and 
game’s end. Fuel firm is very con- 
siderate of its listeners in the man- 


tended somewhat to follow a single|ner of touting itself; plugs before 
type of familiar middle weights. The| and after the game and briefly be- 
net result vocally was a treat for all| tween the quarters. 


who love rich, vibrant singing. 


A deal of the pre-game talk dealt 


Vick may cling tenaciously to a} with institutional plugs for.~ the 
theory they have presumably done! schools which proved as dry as cot- 


well with heretofore. Nevertheless 
the trade observer almost inevitably 
would react unfavorably to the 


lines given Miss MacDonald, lines! 


which she manages to make sound 
a lot less blah than they intrinsically 
are. It would seem constructive 
criticism. to suggest. a middle course 
avoiding the extravagances of the 
first script while carrying with the 
obviously good notion of having the 
star talk to her public. Let Miss 
MacDonald be her natural self. That 
is charm enough and. glamour 
enough, Vick is trying to gild a lily. 
Land, 


‘BILL PITTS PASSES BY’ 
Comments and Anecdotes 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sat., 7:15 p. m.; Wed., 10:45 p. m. 
WBEN, Buffalo 

Bill Pitts is introduced as soldier, 
traveler, adventurer, newspaperman 
and his material lives up-to the ad- 
vance, Furthermore, he has an en- 
gaging radio personality, combining 
some of the easy story style of Alex- 
ander Woollcott with voice and de- 
livery characteristics of his own. 

In the session caught he opened 
with humorous comments on a psy- 
chologist’s statement that many 
teachers are ready for the padded 
cell. Commentator gave teachers the 
break, pointing out the many disil- 
lusioning factors which work on an 
ambitious young girl fresh out of 
normal school, including fogey prin- 
cipals, politics in the school board 
and the obstreperous pupils them- 
selves, 

Not a sensational essay, but one 
well handled and calculated to have 
listeners saying, ‘Isn’t that a fact!’ 

Socko portion of the broadcast 
was, surprisingly enough, the speak- 
er’s description of tumbleweeds he 
saw when working as a cowhand in 
the west. Vivid picture painted was 
of one ball of weeds bounding 
through a campfire and rolling on, 
aflame, to ignite other balls until the 
prairie was covered with whirling, 
bounding, gyrating balls of fire. 

Only weak spot in the airing was 
a story intended to prove that Japa- 
nese spies are dumb. Point was 
rather vague. 

However, it’s a testimonial to Pitts’ 
delivery and choice of words that 
he’s able to hold attention with little 
yarns about this and that while most 
commentators are viewing with 
alarm the big news events such as 
war in China and the alleged Ku 
Klux Klan affiliation of Justice 
Black. Reed. 


CONRAD NAGEL, VIOLET HEMING 
‘Women of the World’ 


| Royal Gelatine 


Thursday, 8 p. m. EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


Vallee variety show (23) trotted 
out no more than a passable playvlet 
in ‘Women of the World.’ n de- 
veloping the yarn, there were many 
tedious; repetitious moments, but 
what almost completely scotched it 
was the dreary and totally unneces- 
sary explanation that was_  shirt- 
tailed to the conclusive twist. It 
was the sort of thing which makes 
persons gnaw fingernails. 

Nagel was quite o. k. in the role 
of a patient in love with the femme 
psychiatrist played by Miss Hem- 
ing. Latter, current on Broadway in 
the legit ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ 
didn’t display much knowledge of 
mike technique. Fact curdled much 
of her effectiveness. Bert. 








ton. Might just as well have been 
reading out of either the Cornell or 
Penn State catalog. Football fans 
cupping the ear were interested in 
the gridiron glories of the pare 
ticipants, not their academic achievee 
ments. Bert, 


ORSON WELLES 

‘The Shadow’ 
Dramatization 

30 Mins. 

BLUE COAL a 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


That melodramatic and at times 
astonishing crime _ tracker-downer, 
‘The Shadow,’ returns to the ether to 
probably find a rather sizable slice 
of listeners waiting for him. In this 
series, the sponsor will benefit from 
having a program aimed right at the 
vulnerability of the audience he 
seeks. 

Orson Welles, young and good ac- 
tor still riding a crest of recogni- 
tion won when with the Federal 
Theatre Project, does the title role. 
Contrary to “The Shadow’s’ quondam 
habits, he now works in the melo- 
dramatizations as well as leeringly 
giggling the program on and off the 
ozone. 

Series of 26 programs, they will 
present the experiences of a wealthy 
young man solving crimes that baffle 
the cops. -_That the character can 
make himself invisible when turning 
into ‘The Shadow’ is a bit fantastic, 
but as with these things the stunt 
stands muster with show’s listeners 
and appreciably colors the proceed- 
ings. 

Show caught (26) concerned an 
impecunious citizen framed by 4 
pair of murderoys bank robbers. 
‘Shadow’ rescued him just this side 
of the prison execution chamber. 
Well done, both as to script, acting 
and producing. - Bert. 


FAMOUS JURY TRIALS 
Dramatic 

45 Mins. 

Monday, 10 p.m. 
MENNEN 

WOR, New York 

(Kiesewetter) 

This is, all things weighed, good 
radio. Not expensive. Yet pos- 
sessing the abaility to draw listeners 
and better still hold them. —- Pro- 
grams resume substantially as before 
although with a new author. 

Basic human appeal of any 
trial, the stripped-down-to-essentials 
drama of the cross-examination re- 
quires primarily that the dialog be 
plausible and swift and the direc- 
tion and pacing accelerate to an oc- 
casional shrill pitch. Perhaps there 
may be an over-abundance of quib- 
bling by the lawyers and an im- 
probable discursiveness granted to 
witnesses. That doesn’t count. What 


| does is that the show rewrites actual 


court records (changing names, etc.) 
into tight little dramas. 

A clever idea at recess from the 
courtroom action had a careless 
shaver put on trial for his ignorant 
neglect of his face. Here was a pip 
continuity conception as begun. But 
it ran on and on twice or thrice as 
long as it should have been - and 
spoiling some of the respect. or at 
least some of the favorable and 
memory-impressing first impact. 

It isn’t in nature apparnetly for 
some advertising agencies to permit 
a good idea to stand on its own 
simple, direct and obvious merits. 
They sledge-hammer it into nausea. 

Land. 
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SIUGH 8. JOHNSON PIGSKIN ON PARADE SING, NEIGHBOR, SING CARUANA SWING TRIO CARNIVAL OF CHAMPIONS 
Gomme aes Results With Chic Martin, Eloise Rowan, | Instrumental Trio With Ciem McUartiny, Sul Stern, 
15 NMO-QUININE : — Shirley Sadler, Eddie La Rue, Gar- | Sustaining Tom Manning, Sam Taub, Sid 
oe 7 ai Sat 4 ~ ‘ vin-Fillmore Trio Saturday, 8 p.m. EDST Mercer. 
Mon Me P 4 an ay, from 2:45 p. m, | Transcriptions WABC-CBS, New York 4 Hours 
WwiZ, ew or i q EW, New York |'RALSTON’S PURINA ‘ es oS a = RCA-VICTOR 
(Stack-Goble) | Aimed to corral the grid fans | M. W., F. 7am sieatek “and his. two brothers, | Thursday, 8 p.m 
7 oly? ” M “ my Lathe ad . . Y Ss g " : s ¢ “O prs, a? ° e 
Husky-voiced, he-mannish, salty, | ce Ran llg By ae mtg alter- | WGY, Schenectady Frank and Len, made their air debut | WJZ, New York 
glangy, forthright, the ex-boss of the| potpourri of scores, Sceitations eae (Gardner) as a trio on Columbia’s Saturday To the listeners, this show was 


N.R.A. spent his entire first quarter 
hour under Grove sponsorship tell- 
ing his listeners his theories on 
political debate, on what he would 
and would not do henceforth, and 
urging listeners to blame him, not 
Bromo, and not NBC. It may not 
sound interesting as set forth in cold 
type. 
eral’s warm style. 

Johnson should command 


lowing. He may be relied upon to 
express himself colorfully with 
earthy Americanisms liberally 


seeded throughout and he may also 


a fol-| 





It was as spieled in the Gen-| 


| 


| 


be counted on for clear-cut opinions. | 


He himself scorns openly the aca- 
demic frigidity of ‘objectivity.’ 

All in all he impresséd as different 
from the run-of-mill commentator. 
And very emphatically he is a per- 
sonality. And radio trades in per- 
sonalities. 

A daring choice for a sponsor. 
probably a good one. 
worth dishes out the sales gab. 

Land. 


But 


LOU BREESE ORCH, 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 11.15 p. m. EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
Breese band, ensconced in N. Y.’s 


French Casino, gives out with more | 


than staple dance music on a shank- 
of-the-evening ride over NBC-red. 
Orch clings to music, which will win 
favor with the boys and girls who 
turn living rooms into ballrooms: 


| sports public during the grid season. 


Wally Butter- | 





very little palaver is indulged in, | 


which is unwatered wisdom. 
Martha Perry vents the vocals. 
which fit the band, and lass labors 


maries, college song transcriptions; Advertising shares equally with 
and what-have-you. Opens with a/| Music on this series of quarter-hour 
15-minute warm-up at 1:45 p, m.,| axers aimed at farm listeners. Be- 
then comes on at 2:45 for the bal-|tween each vocal or instrumental 
ance of the afternoon—until 5:35.; "Umber the drum is beaten loud 
Idea is to grab a flock of participat- }and long for Ralston products guar- 
ing sponsors. | anteed to make hens lay often, cows 

Between the waxed rah-rah songs, | Milk copiously, etc. -Program has 
Douglas Arthur acts as m. c. and|Chic Martin, poet-philosopher and 


sets the scene for the various ‘ex-|Plugser; Eloise Rowan, organist; 
perts’ of the studio staff. Latter, | Shirley Sadler, contralto; Eddie La 
coming on to dish the dope on vari- | Rue, electric steel guitarist, and the 
© 4s games, include Earl Harper, | trio of Harold and Ernie Garvin and 
John Jager, Richard Brooks and Me] | Paul Fillmore. 

Wright. Excitement mounts during|. Vocals are mainly the old famil- 
the afternoon. Program is put on by | !4rs, presumably popular with farm- 


ers. They are sung with vim and 
smoothness to organ and guitar ac- 


the WNEW special events 


depart- 
ment, under Larry Nixon. 


Listeners 


are invited to phone for scores of | COmMpaniment String plucker also 
the pet schools. Seems likely to|d0es solo passages, sounding well. 


build into a popular show for the |Martin did a philosophical patter 
| chorus in a number on one of the 
| platters heard. Addresses dialers as 
Weicinatlidisatdiead ‘Neighbors,’ spieling in folksy style 
EDDIE DOOLEY, PAUL DOUGLAS | °? the merits of Layina, Laychow 
Sports Commentating and Milkchow (the last named 
15 Mins. piugged just before the signoff). 
LIGGETT & MYERS . Advertising becomes mighty repe- 
Thursday and Saturday 6:30 titious, but perhaps agriculturists 
WABC, N. Y¥. will not mind this at.7 a.m. A prod- 
(Newell-Emmett) uct book, obtainable from Purina 
; me dealers, contains some of Martin’s 


Hobe. 





This fall will be mangy with] poems and pictures of cast. Jaco. 
football broadcasts. Setup of 62-| 
station coast-to-coast for this one. Douglas, Dooley presents an easy 


Listeners who take their sports| listening spiel of biographical, his- 
seriously enough to loek for analysis| torical, anecdotal material. Re- 
should lend an ear. Added presence | capitulations of weekend games will 
of guest football greats, coaches, et} follow on the Saturday shows. 
al, and the try-to-catch-the-authori-| Chick Meehan guested on the 
ty-in-selections contests insures even| preem and as usual pulled out the 
more harkers. traditional crying towel so familiar 

Opener was little more than aj|to seasonal openings. How those 


in with the crew and doesn’t try to | forecast of what was to be expected| boys purr as thty scratch one an- 


make it a mere background for her; | this 
that, too, is wise for the occasion.| general press agentry of the sport. | old Rutgers 


Trumpet licks of Breese are good. | 


season, team buildups and|other’s vanity! It’s all good for dear 


and should help the 
Pauli sponsor peddle more leaf. Hurl. 


Assisted by another vet, 


night Swing Session. This type of 
program is something new for Caru- 
ana, but the three brothers had zest 
and perfection of notes to indicate 
they had been doing it for months. 
Jimmy, who has been about for 
some time as arranger, plays clarinet 
and cornet while the others handle 
the guitar and bass fiddle. 

Playing two original arrangements 
for three instruments, combination 
cffered the closest approach to dul- 
cet swing heard recently on the 
waves. Polished handling of 
and dovetailing of three players 
sounded like a five to seven-piece 
orchestra. Boys have plenty on the 
ball. Studio howled ap- 
| Preciation. Wear 


alr- 


noes 





audience 


PETER PAUL LOYANICH 
Piano 
7 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
Thursday, 8 p. m. EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 


Loyanich, youthful pianist, has 
been creating quite a stir around 
classical music circles with his adroit 


keyboarding. When Jose § Iturbi 
started sponsoring the Frisco kid, 
the Vallee variety program did a 


slick one in giving the boy a whack. 
Not alone on novelty did Lovanich 
prove .a good guest, he. delivered 
soundly to boot. 

Fingering out Mendelssohn's ‘Fan- 
tasy in F Sharp Minor,’ Jad dis- 
played not only emotional grasp and 
sensitivity but a knack of the key- 
board that was rather evebrow ele- 
vating in its effect. His forte is 
his tonal understanding. 

Iturbi intro’d his protege, giving 
him a glowing buildup the lad hand- 
ily lived up to. 








| fight announcing, 
| curate, 


more than a Carnival of Champions, 
It was a Carnival of Fight An- 
nouncers. As welterweight Barney 
Ross was the ring champion for the 
night, so Tom Manning ran away 
from the field in his blow-by-blow 
coverage. He’s new to big-time 
He was fast, ac- 
impartial, well-in- 
formed and, without hypoing the 
action, brought ail the excitement 
from the ringside through the loud- 
speaker. Always used fighters’ 
names and never stumbled. In the 
whole reaim of sports broadcasting, 


clear, 


fight descriptions have consistently 
aroused the most criticism. For the 
| first time, a competent mikester is 








available 


In all fairness to the other blow- 
by-blowers of the show, it must be 


admitted that Manning drew the 
choice assignment. As verified in 
newspaper accounts next day, the 


Ross-Garcia scrap was the highlight 
of the series. Battle was a ding- 
dong scrap between two tough, fast, 
clever and _ hard-hitting hombres, 
compared to which the other tussles 
were tame stuff. On the evidence 
of their work this time, however, 
none of the others could have han- 
dled that Ross-Garcia match as 
capably, perhaps. Very fact that it 
was such a hectic session made it a 
tough test for the gabber. Not only 
did Manning meet that. test hand- 
somely, he was so fast in covering 
the action that when the pace slowed 
occasionally, as when the boys 
sparred for openings, the spieler had 
time to fill in with summary and 
follow-up comment for late dialers. 
At such times he mentioned who was 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Haymond Is MBS Bankroller in N west: 
KOL, Seattle Not Included at Present 


Tacoma, Sept. 28. tion that would be the key on the 
Carl E. Haymond, president of | new Don Lee-Mutual setup in the | 
KMO, Tacoma, appeared last week | two states. 
officially as having guaranteed the New web will be known as the} 
expansion into the northwest of the Mutual System of the Pacific North- | 
Mutual network. KMO will be the | west with Haymond as president. | 
key city for the Pacific Northwest in | The new affiliation became effective 
which 11 other stations in Washing- | Sunday (26) with a half hour dedi- | 
ton and Oregon are affiliated. Louis | catory program originating in New | 
Wasmer has also been mentioned as | York, San Francisco, Los Angeles l 
figuring in the set-up. | and Hawaii. 
Official announcement tended to} 
set at rest all kinds of rumors that | Seattle, Sept. 28. 
have circulated in radio circles here| Status of KOL and KIRO on the | 
and in Seattle as to the possible sta- | Columbia Broadcasting network 











|sign up WGBI for his station 


which has been so foggy here for 
several months is now made plain 
by the statement that KMO, Tacoma, 
will be the key outlet for the new 
Don Lee-Mutual web. KOL will ap- 
parently continue with CBS pro- 
grams until its contract expires Dec. 
31 when KIRO will take over the 
wire under agreement signed with 
Coiumbia effective Jan. 1. 

After expiration of its contract 
with CBS, KOL will step into the 
picture with Mutual affiliation, it is 
understood. That the switch of CBS 
from KOL to KIRO will not occur 
until after the first of January seems 
certain now, yet executives of KOL 
still continue their smiling refusal to 
be quoted. 





to 
rep 
firm, and to confer with a couple of 
other airers. 


Jehn Blair on an eastern tour 




















PLE ogy RRA BOE ER REIN TO AS 
olla Re aS, PeSbaiSet Re cs Hi») 
a . é Speen tee hah cee Tag 

se Arak Shenae Ss: 





ase 


a eee 
aided 


~ 


pirsees® 
war 


gr watond: 









I want you 
orman 




















Starring on the 


GRUEN WATCH PROGRAM 


Beginning Sunday, October 3rd i 
5:30-—6 P. M—NBC Red Network ri 
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K ug ® 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT z 
4 Opening October 6th 
| For Six Weeks 
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~~ RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


(Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas ) 











local ether enemies have cooperated 
on anything and particularly unu- 
sual because of negligible return to 
WNEW. 

Miss Smith’s second stint on Oct. 7 
will have radio’s first preview broad- 
east of a_skedded Broadway play 
when Jed Harris production of 
Thornton Wilder’s version of Ibsen’s 
‘Doll House’ preems. Play opens in 
Toronto for a one-month road tour 
on Oct. 8 and on preceding night 
will be heard on Miss Smith’s show 
with Paul Lukas, Ruth Gordon, Sam 
Jaffe and Dennis King, cast toppers, 
enacting their respective roles. They 
entrain immediately after radio stint 
for Canada. 


Outstanding Stunts 


—-_ 


FOLLOW-UP ON FLOOD 
KMOX, ST. LOUIS 











A Follow Up on Big Story 
St. Louis. 
KMOX, one of the first local sta- 
tions to cover the flood story of the 
' Ohio and Mississippi rivers last Jan- 
vary, revisited the territory near 
Charleston, Mo., recently and made 
a 30 min transcription of the contrast 
between conditions during the flood 
and at present and the program was 
aired Saturday (25). 
During the heighth of the flood 
KMOX established headquarters at 
, Charleston and on recent trip a crew 
{headed by Jerry Hoekstra of the 
| station’s Public Affairs Department, 
| traveled through a region which was 
under 20 feet of water eight months 
ago. This is where the U.S. Army 
engineers created a spillway, to les- 
sen the water pressure on communi- | 
ties further down the Mississippi. 
Transcriptions made by Harry W.| 


‘Eat Out’ Month 
San Antonio. 

Cooperating with 700 Alamo Beer 
dealers, KMAC designated Septem- 
ber as ‘Eat Out Month.’ Howard W. 
Davis, manager of the station, got 
mayor to make a proclamaticn in the 
daily press. 

Cafes, restaurants, night clubs and 
bars serving this brand of beer had 
signs posted in their place of busi- 











Flannery, news commentator, and | "5S. 

Marvin E. Mueller, announcer, ee 

painted a vivid word picture of Herschell Hart, p.d. at WWJ, De- 
| bumper crops, bustling and happy | troit, back from a sojourn in N. Y. 


| communities and included interviews 
|! with residents of the territory andj|=- << 
the singing of negro share croppers 
as they worked in the fertile fields, 
contrasting this condition to that last 
January when almost everyone was 
fleeing for their lives. 











War at First Hand 
Vancouver. 

CKWX made Canadian radio his- 
tory by broadcasting interviews with 
Sino-Japanese war refugees from 
Shanghai upon arrival here aboard 
the Canadian Pacific’s Empress of 
Asia. 

Jeb entailed considerable detail 
work, with Reg Dagg, commercial 
manager and special events an- 
nouncer, going over to Victoria the 
night previous and boarding the liner 
on its arrival there in the early hours 
of the morning. He arranged the in- 
terviews on the five-hour crossing 
to Vancouver and, when the first 
hawser came ashore at the C.P.R. 
dock here, heaved his mike lines 
ashore. Interviews were on the air 
before the gang-plank was in place. 





SUCCESS STORY No. 3 
BY 
IDA BAILEY ALLEN 


From March 1 to May 30, 
13,895 letters were received 
by Mrs. Ida Bailey Allen, 
whose WHN Homemakers 
of the Air is the leading par- 
ticipating program in New 
York City. A complete state 
and city breakdown of this 
mail response will be sent 
on request. 





Football Dope 
Atlanta. 

WSB and WAGA, operated by the 
Atlanta Journal, have distributed 
scads of copies of Football Dope 
Book, containing schedules and other | |]! 
information compiled for ready ref- 
erence, and which have made many 
friends for station in this pigskin- 
minded sector. 
Pocket-size, it lists 204 teams, 
coast-to-coast and also last year’s 
results, 





KWK’s Baseball Stunt 
St. Louis. 

A tieup between KWK and Gen- 
eral Mills broke all major league 
baseball attendance records for 
children last week at Sportsman’s 
Park wher 15,000 young ‘uns be- 
tween the ages of 10 and 16 jammed 
into reserved sections. Distribution 
of 360 prizes, ranging from bicycles 
to tennis rackets, was principal mag- 
net that attracted huge throng. 

Every kiddie: who attended was 
presented with a package of 
Wheaties and KWK, through a 
trade agreement with the St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat, morning rag, used 
1,700 lines of space in advertising af- 
fair. Johnny O’Hara, the KWK- 
General Mills sportscaster started 
series of invitations to ball park one 
week before red letter day. Movie- 
tone pix were made of youngsters 
and shown in four first runners 
operated by Fanchon & Marco here. 


WBNS Late Swing Program 
Columbus. 

This city’s first radio jam session 
went on the air last Sunday a.m. 
over WBNS. Innovation will be a 
regular feature of that station every 
Sunday from 1 to 2 a.m. 

Walter Knick 11l-piece studio band 
drops Saturday morning show to 
make way for the late broadcast. 

Knick’s musicians wil be aug- 
mented by tooters from bands in 
various hotels and restaurants, which 
under city ordinance must wind up 
dancing at midnight Saturday. 

Jack Price handled announcements 
on opener, but probability is Jim 
| Yerian, ‘Start the Day Right’ m.c., 
will take over next week, 





WHN’'s affilia- 
tion with the 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer stu- 
‘dios and Loew's Theaires re- 
sults in SHOWMANSHIP! 
> .. Showmanship attracts 
AUDIENCES !... Audiences 
mean SALES for your prod- 
uct in the world’s richest 
market!...Get in touch with 
WHN's Program Planning 
Department today. 


DIAL 
r 1010 


1540 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 





























WNEW Covers CBS Premiere 
New York City. 

Radio’s two most unusual stunts 
have been arranged to hypo Kate 
Smith’s first two programs in her 
new series on WABC. Freak tieup 
with rival station for ballyhoo and 
first radio preview of a skedded 
Broadway play on Sept. 30 and Oct. 7 
respectively are gimmicks laid out 
by p.a. Bob Taplinger. 

Opening program will be covered 
from lobby and backstage at Colum- 
bia Playhouse No. 2 by Martin Block 
with a WNEW wire for a descriptive 
broadcast of pre-broadcast activities. | 
Will cover 15 minutes preceding the | 
signal at 8:00 p.m, It’s a first time 
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Allen Campbell's Network Ideas 





duce sellable combinations. 


indicated lines. 





H. Allen Campbell, general manager of the King-Trendle network 
‘in Michigan, is on a choo-choo bound for the Pacific coast. 
parent purpose has to do with Coast production rights and deals for 
various WXYZ, Detroit, programs. 
understood to concern possible network, 

Campbell and his boss, George Trendle, have long been advocates of 
moderate-wattage big market stations. 
the abortive webs such as American, Affiliated, etc., very closely and 
still believe that a hook-up of choice markets, excluding super-power 
on one side and avoiding the dubious markets altogether, could pro- 
With the King-Trendle experience in 
regional network operation as a backlog Campbell is on his present 
trip expected to more or less open canvass station opinion along these 

| 


Campbell’s setup, if and when it goes through, will be based on.a | 
coverage of major markets in the nation rather than territory. Net- 
work would contain not more than 15 stations for the starter, running 
through such towns as Boston, New York, Buffalo, Philadelphia, Bal- | 
timore, Washington, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Detroit, Toledo. 
Chicago, St. Louis, Minneapolis, Kansas City. 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 
His ap- 


Actually an auxiliary motive is 


They watched a number of 





| 
| 
| 








RATE-CUTTING 
SUSPICIONS 
IN CAL. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 


Los Angeles radio circles are bris- 
tling with accusation and innuendo 
of rate card trimming and other con- 
cessions to air advertisers. One spot 
is charged with doing a two-for-one 
biz, offering 26 weeks for a 13-week 
payoff. 

Another has had flung down its 
wave length the charge of offering 
$2,500 worth of time for $1,000. Sev- 
eral minor. infractions of rate card 
adherence have also been bruited 
about. This time the smaller indies 
are outside the pale of suspicion. 





HEALEY AT RKO 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Frank Healey has moved over to 
RKO-Radio studio to handle radio 
contacts, 
He has been with Helen Ferguson 
office. Dave Heenan replaces, 





AUDIBLE AFTER 11 YEARS! | 


WEW, St. Louis, Has New Slogan 
for Rejuvenation 








St. Louis, Sept. 27. 
‘The Station You Will Listen to 


Again’ is the new tag line for WEW | 


non- | 
| Notre Dame; 


which, after 11 years as a 
commercial station, entered the busi- 
ness field several weeks ago under 
the direction of Al S. Foster and 
Father Wallace Burke, both formerly 
connected with WWL, operated by 
the Lyola University at New Or- 
leans. 

Winning tag line, selected by Fos- 
ter, was among 1,038 received in 
response invitations over the air, was 
offered by Miss Allie Seitz, Mt. Car- 
mel, lil, Her reward for submitting 
most appropriate tag line was a $50 
cash award. WEW is operated by 


WOV FEEDS 10 EAST 
COAST LINGUALS | 


| 


WOV, N. Y. station which airs | 
all its commercials in Italian with 
the exception of two weekly periods, 
has lined up the largest hookup for 
any foreign-language program. 
Spread rides daily over 10 eastern 
seaboard stations for La Rosa & 
Sons, Inc. (macaroni). Talent is 
live, presenting music and dramati- 
zations in Italian. 


Originated at WOV, shows are 
fed WRAX, Philly; WICC, Bridge- 








port; WEAN, Providence; WAAB, 
Boston; WABY, Albany; WIBX, 
Utica; WNBO, Auburn, N.Y.; WSAY, 
Rochester; WGAR, Buffalo. 





| Crime’ and tracing individual cases 
|of how and why persons 
| criminals, will be under Axel Gruen- | 
| berg, who will direct Detroit News 
| Players, with Ole Foerch in charge 
| of studio ork. 


Grid Guest Announcers 





Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Guest announcer fad is now go-| 

ing into the football season, after 
galloping through baseball. 


With Russ Hodges set to do the 


|Cardinal games for Chevrolet deal- 


ers on WJJD, Norman Ross will act 
as permanent guest. Also there is 
a weekly guest list, an All-American 
set-up which includes Steve Reid, 
John Drake, Purdue; 
Red Grange, Illinois; Andy Pilney, 
Notre Dame; Merle Wendt, Ohio; Ed 
Jankowsky, Wisconsin. 

Each is scheduled to do a broad- 


mater participates. 





Student Staff at WNAD 


Norman, Okla., Sept. 28. 
Ten University of Oklahoma siu- 
dents have been named members of 
the staff of WNAD. 





the Jesuits of St. Louis university. 





WCLE’s Mutual Feed 


Cleveland, Sept. 28. 

WCLE, new local outlet of the 
Mutual Network, will feed the jun- 
ior chain 12 programs weekly. 

Heard on the programs will be 
Ruth Parks and Nell Riggs, piano- 
organ duo; Jim Sands and Gene La- 
Valle, comics; Jimmy Ague, bari- 
tone; Dick O’Heren, tenor; Golden 
Girls Trio and Louis Rich’s Or- 
chestra. 


They are Edwin Angelo, Warren 
White, Ned Nedved, Caryer Hard- 
| wick, James Cooper, Jack Wilson, 
| Jay Crumm, Jack Yocum, Ruth 
| Davis and Winfred Stabler. 





WLS Dated for Dairy Show 
Columbus, Sept. 28. 

Barn dance troupe from WLS, 
Chicago, will give two performances 
at the Ohio State Fairgrounds’ Coli- 
seum on Sunday, Oct. 10. 

Event is a part of the National 
Dairy Show, Oct. 9-16. 








cast of a game in which his alma | 


| 





Detroit News WWJ 


——_= 


Carries Out Theory 





Reserves 7:15 P. M. Across Board for Station Experi- 
ments in Production 





Detroit, Sept. 28. 
WWJ's new program policy, 
whereby time of certain sustainers 
will not be changed regardless of 
commercial possibilities, gets under 
way this week with five regularly 


skedded visual shows. All five 
shows set for 7:15 p.m. Monday 
through Fridays, and will originate 


in station’s free radio theatre. 
Monday show, tagged ‘Causes of | 





became 


‘Souvenirs,’ off air for year, re- 
turns to Tuesday night spot. Will 
include Wynn Wright, WW4J’s dra- 
matic director, and Rita Alcock as 
‘Grandpa and Nancy’; strings di- 
rected by Mischa Kottler, with Wini- 
fred Heidt and C. Herbert Peterson 
as vocalists. 

Kottler, WWJ'’s musical director, 
will guide the Wednesday _ sus- 
tainer, title ‘Kottler Conducts’ and 
consisting of old and new tunes, 
with a symphonic dress. 

Thursday’s program, directed by 
Paul Leash, will have the ‘Smooth- 
ies,’ the ‘Bachelors,’ Eileen O'Day 
in a period of funmaking, tagged 
‘House Party.’ Wellington Granzow 
will produce, 


Fifth of the shows set so far is the 
Detroit News ‘Radio Extra,’ which’'li 
be aired Friday nights. This pro- 
gram uses artists and personages in 
the news. 

Series of daytime sustainers, de- 
signed to give listeners a breathing 
spell from certain types of pro- 
grams usually jammed on networks, 
are nearing completion and will get 
underway soon. 





Dallas, Sept. 28. 


With change in time, WFAA, Dal- 
las, has instituted a_ series of 
‘artistic’ sustaining programs. High- 





lighted throughout the week, the 


sustainers are: Sunday, Elmer Scott, 
Executive Secretary of the Civic 
Federation of Dallas, beginning his 
8th year on the air; religious service, 
Dr. David Lefkowitz, Rabbi Temple 
Emanu-El, with Temple choir; 
Thursday, Senora Milla Dominguez, 
soprano with orchestra (Senora Do- 
minguez, the wife of Dallas Mexican 
Consul); ‘Round Table,’ talks and 
interviews by persons from civic or- 
ganizations; and Saturday, remote 
program from North Texas St°*-® 
Teachers College, Denton. 
WFAA’s series of sustaining 
grams is_ interspersed 


pro- 


with daily 
news programs, Monday through 
Saturday, 7:45-8:00 a.m., 12:10-12:15 
p.m., 6:00-6:15, except Tuesday at 


6:30-6:45 p.m. A late period of news 
comes from 10:15 to 10:20 Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday. 


CFCF, MONTREAL, IN 
YANKEE ACCT. BOOM 


Montreal, Sept. 28. 

Indicative of the upswing in Can- 
adian radio business, CFCF here is 
currently airing shows for the fol- 
lowing international sponsors: Lam- 
bert Pharmacal, Good Humor Mag, 
Underwood, Elliott-Fisher, American 
Home Product, Eno Proprietaries, 
Standard Brands, Procter & Gamble 
(four programs for different prod- 
ucts), Coca Cola, Ionized Yeast and 
Milton Sales Corp. 

Lineup totals 36 programs a week 
at times varying from 15 minutes to 
a full hour. 











JOCK WYATT, ANNOUNCER 


Buffalo, Sept. 28. 
Jack Wyatt, formerly of WWJ, 
Detroit, has joined the WBEN an- 
nouncing staff. 
He comes from the acting family 
and is related to Jane Wyatt, film 
star, 
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DEALERS’ CHOICE 


The fact that you advertise over WLW 
makes dealers eager to support your 
sales campaign. 


From experience, dealers know that a 
sales message over WLW is heard and 
heeded. They know WLW-advertised 


merchandise moves faster. 





WLW-THE NATION’S STATION 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





Lovelland Covel (candy bars) is 
ising 52 one-minute transcriptions, 
Melody Time,” on WGY, Schenec- 
tady, through Lavin & Co., Boston. 





New Century Beverage Co., 
through Emert R. Ham agency, will 
use 30 weekly spot announcements 
for one year on ":YA, San Fran- 
cisco, starting Sept. 20. 





Mennen’s Shaving Cream. has 
has signed Norman Twigger for six | 
morning (8 a.m.) news broadcasts a | 
week on WCAE, Pittsburgh. Makes 
two news commercials for Twigger 
on same station, since he also broad- 


igesteanightly (11 p. m.) for Duquesne 


Brewing Co. 





Freeman Keyes has brought in 
Raymond Jeffers as new business 
chief for the Russel M. Seeds agency, 
Chicago. 

Jeffers was previously with the 
Goodrich and the Goodyear tire and 
rubber firms. 





Arrow Beer, tied up with WJSV, 
Washington, for four daily news pe- 
riods. Spieling to be done by 
Jimmy Hurlbut, newly appointed 
station news editor. 





Procter & Gamble is using Italian- 
language programs with a brace of 


15-min. five-a-weekers on WOV, 
N. Y. Oxydol is getting plugged 
with a series labeled ‘Album of 
Love,’ live dramatization of great 


Italian love yarns. Ivory soap is 
using Guiseppe Laffredo, reader of 
his own writings. 

Both programs 
week. 


commenced this 





Richard Maxwell, singer and 
homespun philosopher, Sunday (26) 
commenced a series of programs on 
WOR which originate in the chapel 
of Graceland Memorial Park, ceme- 
tery at Kenilworth, N. J. 





Knox of Kansas City (Crystex), 
through Allen C. Smith agency, Kan- 
sas City, begins a weekly quarter- 
hour transcribed program Oct. 3 
over KYA, San Francisco, Contract 
expires March 27, 1938. 





Albert Bros. Milling Co., through 
Erwin Wasey & Co., Seattle, Wash., 
placing a twice-weekly transcribed 
quarter-hour show on KFRC, San 
Francisco, Sept. 28 to Dec. 23. 





Miller Jewelry is sponsoring 15- 
minute pre-game talk by Al Nag- 
ler, prior to Detroit Lion pro 
grid games over WJBK, Detroit. 


ers, while Liberty Service Stations 
present a quarter hour of college 
music following the game _ broad- 
casts. Automobile Club of Michigan 
is backing airings of U. of Detroit 
grid games over’ WJBK, Detroit, 
with Al Nagler handling, Bob Mc- 
Clean giving 15-minute pre-game 
talk for Motorola Radios. 





C. H. Baker Shoe Co., through S. 
L. Kay, Inc., signed for a 
series, starting Oct. 6, on KYA, San 
Francisco, using a transcribed pro- 


gram tabbed ‘Magic Isle’ 15 minutes 
twice weekly. 

Dynamite Cereal Products, Inc., 
through Emil Brisacher & Staff, 
sponsoring a transcribed quarter- 
hour series, ‘Adventure Bound,’ 


thrice weekly Oct. 4 to March 2 on 


KFRC, San Francisco, 





Blackett-Sample-Hummert placed 
series of 15 minute e.t.’s, ‘Houseboat 
Hannah,’ dramatic sketch, on WGY, 
five mornings weekly, starting Sept. 
27, for P. & G. Lava Soap. 





BBD&O has spotted transcriptions, 
‘Peggy Tudor Interviews,’ for Oneida 
Limited (Tudor Silver), starting 
Sept, 30, afternoon. 





Standard Beverages, Ltd, through 
Emil Reinhardt agency, Oakland, has 
signed for nine broadcasts on Satur- 
days starting Sept. 25 over KFRC, 
San Francisco. Live talent, Doug 
Montell in “Today’s Football.’ 





Signal Oil has added KMED, Med- 
ford, Ore., to the coast NBC-Red 
web releasing its ‘Carefree Carnival’ 
shows from San Francisco Sunday 
nights. Logan & Stebbins agency 
has the account. 





Nash is placing a one-minute 
transcription campaign through 
Geyer, Cornell & Newell. 





Karl Galbraith, 
over KGA, Spokane, 15 minutes 
daily during the Playfair racing sea- 
son, sponsored by Spokane Brew- 
eries, Inc. 





Chile Nitrate has placed a half- 
hour each Sunday with WBT, Chas- 
lotte, N. C. 





Riverbank Canning Co., River- 
bank, Cal., starts plugging its Ma- 
donna Tomato Paste through 15- 
minute transcriptions Oct. 10. Cam- 
paign has already been placed on 13 
stations by the Klinger Advertising 





Games sponsored by Chrysler deal- 








Corp., New York. 





Eager to Oblige 





Washington, Sept. 28. 

Stepping in where angels fear 
to tread, National Broadcasting’s 
Washington studios last week 
radiogrammed Mr. Justice 
Black—alleged Ku Klux Klan 
appointee to the Supreme Court 
—inviting him to speak over 
the network. Arrangements 





year’s | 


calling himself | 
‘Hotshot Kid,’ is picking the ponies | 


could be made, NBC assured the 
'] justice, to pick up the speech at 
|! Norfolk, when the City of Nor- 
folk docked at the Virginia port. 
Invitation also held good for a 
broadeast from the Capital, if 
the new member of the Su- 
preme Court preferred. 

No reply was received from 
the silent justice who last week, 
in London, refused to meet 
newshawks or give any state- 
ment on his alleged connections 
with the KKK. 











Guy Hamilton 
Fresno Role 
| Causes Buzz 





Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 


Guy C. Hamilton, general manager 
of the McClatchy stations, is re- 
ported an interested party in the 
new station, KARM, due to start op- 
eration in Fresno. McClatchy sta- 
tion in Fresno is KMJ. 

Hamilt&’s exact connection with 
KARM is not known. It may not 
extend beyond an advisory role to 
George Harms, local LaSalle-Cadil- 
lac dealer without radio experience, 
in whose name the license has been 
granted by the F.C.C. It is gener- 
|ally understood in radio circles out 
here that Hamilton, looking ahead, 
interested himself in the new sta- 
tion, which has CBS affiliation 
starting in December, due to the ef- 
fect upon Fresno which has hereto- 
fore been sewed up tight by Mc- 





Clatchy, former CBS affiliate, but 
now with NBC, should any rival ap- 
pear. 


Hamilton’s role although vaguely 
outlined at present is not unlike the 
former position of the Levys in Phil- 
adelphia, who at one time operated 
KYW, NBC station, as well as 
WCAU, the Columbia affiliate. 





D. P. Brother & Co., Detroit, has 
quarter-hour transcriptions of music 
discs by Glen Gray’s Casa Loma 
orchestra for Oldsmobile. 






























COVER MICHIGAN THE 
PROFITABLE WAY 


Results—In sales. 
the Michigan Radio Network 
PULLS for advertisers. 


HOME STATION POPULARITY 
does it. 
home station clearer—Prefer it 
because it is their local source 
of entertainment. 


WHEN PEOPLE LISTEN 
THEY BUY. 
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Pacific Coast Notes 





Roland Wendt has left Hearst 
Radio Inc. as San Francisco sales 
representative. No successor has 
been announced yet. 





Gordon Kelly is the new mikeman 
at KGGC, San Francisco. Previously 


with KQW, San Jose. Malcolm 
Greenwood, Jr., formerly with KLS, 
Oakiand, is now a KGGC junior 
mikeman. 

Armand Girard, NBC baritone in 
| San Francisco, will attend his sis- | 
| ter’s wedding in Los Angeles Oct. 9 
{with Henry Schnetz subbing for 


| Girard on the Woman’s Magazine of 


the Air two days. 


Zarova, 


in San Francisco, fills a guest spot 
Thursday (30) on the Maxwell 
House Show Boat program from 


Hollywood. Bob Stevens, tenor, also 
of the San Francisco staff, remains 
in Hollywood for the remainder. of 
the Show Boat series. 





Charles Gerrard, 
NBC, San Francisco, 


actor, has left 
for Hollywood. 


Rex and Von Gallion, novelty 
team, have been added to the NBC 
staff in San Francisco, making their 
network bow Monday (27) as guests 
on the Sperry Flour ‘Monday Blue 
Chasers’ program over the coast Red 
web. Billed as ‘Galloping Gallions,’ 
duo draw a Tuesday night sustainer 
on the Blue chain starting Sept. 28. 





Charles Marshall and his Maver- 
icks, cowboy entertainers with NBC, 
San Francisco, booked for the ‘Hus- 
bands’ Night’ of the Rockridge 
Women’s Club, Oakland, Nov. 12, 





Carlyle Stevens joined the barker 
staff at KNX (Hollywood). 





Don Austin named program direc- 
tor of KMPC (Beverly Hills) as suc- 
cessor to Van Newkirk, who moved 
over to Don. Lee-Mlutual as head 
special eventer. 





Nerman Sper picking football win- 
ners ‘for the fun of it’ over KECA 
(Los Angeles) on Fridays. He did 
it for a price on Camel Caravan last 
season, 





Thomas Conrad Sawyer ‘Looks at 
the World’ for another 13 weeks on 
KFI (Los Angeles) for Sweetheart 
soap. 





Tyrone Power will have his studio 
boss, Darryl Zanuck, introduce him 
on his Woodbury sé@ries Oct. 3. 





Gene Inge, recent L.A. radio ed, 
hung out his production shingle in 
Hollywood. 

Earle Ferris making his 
Coast call in four years. 


first 





Patsy Kelly will tell Phil Baker 
just how happy Hollywood is to 
have him on his first Coast airing. 
He has been warned by the Chamber 
of Commerce not to take her liter- 
ally. 





Jack Oakie had the football teams 
of Southern California and Univer- 
sity of Coliternis at Los Angeles as 


Russian soprano with NBC 





his guests at the opening of his 
Camel rah rah. 





Ed Gardner ended his Hawaiian 
holiday and is readying the Feg 
Murray show in Hollywood. 





L. Ward Wheelock wheeled into 
Hollywood from Philly for the Ken 
Murray-Oswald souper signoff. 





Ted Fio Rito takes over the music 
spot on Jack Haley’s Log Cabin 
show. 

Sam Kerner turned over produc- 
tion of the Olsen-Johnson piece for 
Richfield Oil to Ted Sherdeman 

Artie Auerbach set 
bit on the Camel 
weeks. 





for a dialect 
Caravan for 13 


John Boles, Barbara Stanwyck and 
Anne Shirley will play their picture 
parts in the Lux broadcast Oct. 11 
of ‘Stella Dallas.’ 








Art Rush headman in Hollywood 
of Columbia Management, which is 
combo of concert and artists bureau. 
Larry White second in command 





Raymond Paige sighing for the 
sea while his palatial yacht is tied 
up at the L.A. harbor. Two hour 
shows weekly confining him to dry 
land. 





Phil Cohan revamping his Chester- 
field broadcast from Hollywood. Hal 
Kemp will play only current tune 
films and guesters will be called in 
occasionally, 





Sally Eilers draws the guest spot 
on Chase & Sanborn airshow Oct. 3. 





Johnny Marvin guitaring at KFI 
(Los Angeles). 





Eddie Jensen, commercial manager 
of KVI, Seattle-Tacoma, arrived 
back in his Tacoma office after a 
two months’ trip around the U. S. 





Jean Wiley appointed secretary of 
Birt Fisher, manager of KOMO- 
KJR, Seattle, succeeding Gladys Nie- 
meyer, who resigned to get married. 





Dorothy Simpson is now the hos- 
tess for KVI at Seattle studios, while 
Dorothy Tennant shows them around 
during the night shift. 





Vic Hurley appointed continuity 
director, KOMO-KJR, Seattle, by Di- 
rector W. W. Warren, succeeding 
Grant Merrill, who has gone to Hole 
lywood, 
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NOTICE! 


Notice Is Hereby Given 


DR.I. Q 


THE MENTAL BANKER 


FOR 


RADIO or THEATRE 


Is Fully Protected by Copyrights 


That 








Any infringement or use of this idea, plan or pro- 
cedure, without the consent of the owners, will be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 


law! 





FOR FULL INFORMATION ADDRESS 


MURRAY HARRIS 


DIRECTOR OF SALES 
Address—628 Third Avenue, Dallas, Texas 
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For Chicago | Spot Coverage — 


oe a 





NE of the great stations of the great NBC Blue Network, WENR wields tremen- 
dous sales influence in the country’s No. 2 market. Thig advantage i in Chicago itself 
extends to the prosperous towns and rural districts, where WENR’s direct purchasing 
: ertisers. WENKR 1s a 50,000- 
watt station ... equipped with every modern radio facility for doing a thorough selling 
















power makes itself felt for many of the country’s leading: 





job! You'll be in good company with these leading adverts 


ADVERTISER | PROGRAM PROGRAM 
Acme White Lead & Color Works ‘“‘Smilin’ Ed McConnell” 1 “National Barn Dance”’ 
*American Can Company “Ben Bernie & all the Lads” Soast Borax Company “Death Valley Days’’ 
American Home Products Corp. rell Manufacturing Co. “Dr. Karl Reiland” 
—Anacin “Easy Aces” *Pontiac Motors “Pontiac Varsity Show’”’ 


Brown & WilliamsonTobaccoCo. ‘“Tommy Dorsey’s Orchestra” cter & Gamble—Ivory Soap “The O’Neills” 


*Campana Sales Co.—Italian Balm ‘“‘Campana’s Variety Fair’ *-Oxydol “Ma Perkins” 
Elizabeth Arden “Eddy Duchin *-Camay “Pepper Young’s Family” 
and His Orchestra, *—Chipso “The Road of Life’ 
“Emerson Drug Company “Sidney Skolsky— - Cri “Vic & Sade” 
Hollywood News . — es, setae 
*General Foods Corporation —Ivory Soap The Gospel Singer’ 
—Huskies “Believe It Or Not— *—Ivory Flakes “Life of Mary Marlin” 
Robert Ripl Radio Corporation of America ‘“‘The Magic Key of RCA” 
—Log Cabin Syrup “Jack Haley & Vai | Sachs, Morris B. . “M. B. Sachs Amateur Hour” 


*General Motors Corporation “General Motors 
Griffin Manufacturing Co., Inc. “‘Time to Shine 
Grove Laboratories, Inc. _ “Gen. Hugh § 
Horlick’s Malted Milk Corp. ‘Lum and / 

*Household Finance Corporation : 
Jergens-Woodbury Sales Corp. 

—Woodbury Soap 

—Jergens Lotion 
Lambert Pharmacal Company 
*Lamont Corliss & Company 


Sherwin-Williams Company ‘Metropolitan Opera 
Auditions of the Air” 


*Standard Brands, Inc.—Bakers ‘‘WernerJanssen’sOrchestra” 
Swift & Company _ “Junior Nurse Corps” 
| Warner Company, Wm.R. ‘Warden Lawes—20,000 
Years in Sing Sing” 
Wasey Products “Carson Robison & , 
His Buckaroos”’ 
Welch Grape Juice Company ‘“‘Irene Rich”’ 
Zenith Radio Corporation’ ‘Zenith Foundation” 





ast by Station WLS which uses same transmitter and frequency as WENR 


“When in Doubt...Follow the Leaders” 
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Chicago Football Schedule 





Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Rivalry among Chicago stations 
for football audiences reached the 
feverish state this week, and, since 
the same games get two or three 
station airing in some cases, the 
broadcasters are stepping out on ex- 
ploitation angles in order to win 
listeners. 

In a couple instances, football 
games will go sustaining, but sta- 
tions figure that the commercial pe- 
riods before and after the brawls 
are valuable enough to warrant ex- 
ploitation. 

Both WJJD and WBBM are to do 
the complete Northwestern sched- 
ulefolfeeer station airing for Kel- 
logg, and using a line-up of guest 
stars from All-American lists to as- 
sist Russ Hodges, who carries the 
brunt of the announcing. Those 
lined up already include Steve Reid, 
Northwestern; John Drake, Purdue; 
Red Grange, Illinois; Merle Wendt, 


Ohio State; Andy Pilney, Notre 
Dame; Jay Berwanger, Chicago. 
Scheduling provides that these 


guests appear on the day their alma 
mater tussels with Northwestern. 

Station is also plugging heavily on 
the appearance of Warren Brown in 
15-minute before-the-game talks. 
Sponsored by Nu-Arts, through Mal- 
colm Howard agency, station figures 
Brown’s name will get ’em a lot of 
audience, due to his sports page fol- 
lowing. 

WBBM, even though carrying the 
Northwestern schedule sustaining, 
it going into the heaviest exploita- 
tion campaign it has ever given 
football. First, the station has lined 
up a list of guest announcers, simi- 
lar to that of WJJD, but WBBM 
plugs the fact that their guests will 
appear only for between-the-halves 
summaries, and, hence, not mar John 
Harrington’s spieling. 

Besides this, they’re letting the 
world know they’ve developed some 
kind of a running scoreboard. By 
this, @’1 plays can be re-enacted, and 
will enable the station, they hope, 
to beat everybody else a full 10 min- 
utes in getting statistics on the air. 

Hal Brunett, publicity and special 
events director for WBBM, will act 
as observer for Harrington. He’s to 
scout teams two days a week, both 
N. W. and opposition. By doing so, 
the plugging says, he’ll be so fa- 
miliar with the teams that he can 
work the electric gadget in the 


booth to get a quicker and more ac-’ 


curate report than other airers get. 
Gadget is a pushbutton system to 
illuminate names of players as they 


do their stuff, so announcers don’t 
have to guess. Pat Flanagan to do 
the before and after periods. 

With three other stations, WGN, 
WMAQ and WENR, no all-season 
one-team schedule will be followed. 
All are to pick what they consider 
the best game of the week. WGN 
is to do a couple Notre Dame, a 
couple Illinois, and a couple North- 
western, among others. Quin Ryan 
acts as head announcer, with Tom 
Foy and Frank Schrieber set as as- 





|sistants. Stations will plug their 
| game choices heavily, and back up 
|their decision by authority of the 


Tribune’s sports department. Like 
all stations, choice is based on local 
interest. 


NBC’s two stations, WENR and 
WMAQ, will both air football every 
Saturday, but no schedule will be 
laid out until the week preceding. 
At that time, it’s to be decided 
whether a network or local airing 
will get the most interest. Both 


stations may take net stuff, it may 
be one and one, or both can go local, 
depending on what the boys think 
the fans like best. 

Biggest upset of the week was the 
|switch in policy of WIND. Station 
|had_ signatured University of Chi- 
cago earlier in the season, causing 
some stir since the exclusive which 
college gave WIND was a radical 
departure from the policy of the 
Big 10. Last week, however, sta- 
tion dropped U of C, and decided to 
take WLW’s Notre Dame schedule 
over Transamerican line. 

Reason given for switch was that 
the University refused to okay any 





sponsor the station brought in 
Transamerican airings must neces- 
sarily be sustaining because of 
Notre Dame’s policy, but it is un- 


derstood that a 30-minute period be- 
fore and after games has been op- 
tioned by the net for sponsorship. 

Only sure deal for Sunday foot- 
ball (professional) airings is that 
sponsored by Metropolitan Chevro- 
let dealers on WIND. Russ Hodges 
and Dick Hanley are to do the Chi- 
cago Cardinal schedule, and got the 
drop on the season by airing first 
game last Friday (24) night. Is the 
second year for the sponsor-station- 
schedule tie-up. 





Wins Football Audition 
Birmingham, Sept. 28. 
Bill Terry will announce football 
games for WSGN. Won out over 
nine finalists in auditions conducted 
by Les Quailey of Philadelphia, who 
is associated with Ted Husing in an- 
nouncing games. 














Nice? It’s downright important 
to know that the right set of ears 
is listening to the thumping of 
your innards. 


We feel the same way about radio 
programs. That’s why we took 
the trouble to check up—to make 
sure we are reaching the right 
kind of ears—AND PLENTY OF 
THEM. 


For instance, Ross  Federal’s 
stethoscope revealed that adver- 
tisers obtain 149% more coverage 
in the Hartford market through 
WTIC than those using the sec- 
ond station. What's more, the 


Write today for our new 32-page 


WTIC market of Connecticut, 
western New York, eastern Mas- 
sachusetts, Vermont and New 
Hampshire has plenty of money 
to spend. Government figures 
show 15% more spendable income 
than the national average, 23% 
more retail sales, and 50% more 
food sales per capita. 


All told, WTIC’s primary and 
secondary coverage areas include 
some 4,000,000 of these rich and 
easily reached prospects. Smart 
advertisers are proving to their 
own profit how economically they 
can be influenced through south- 
ern New England’s top station. 


brochure giving full details on the 


Ross Federal Survey and facts about the WTIC billion dollar market. 





WTIC 





a 50,000 WATTS 


HARTFORD, CONN. 


The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corporation 


Paul W. Morency, 


Member NBC 


James F. Claney, 
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CHICAGO DETROIT 


Ked Network 


NEW YORK 
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Weed & Company 
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RADIO 
SPORTS NAMES FOR SALE 


Chi Agency Wraps Up B. B., Football 
and Swim Stars 














Chicago, Sept. 28. 


Sports names are being signatured 
by Van Cronkhite & Associates for 
ether and personal appearances. 
Among those already contracted for 
representation are Jimmy Foxx, 
home-run clouter, mermaid Jane 
Fauntz and footballers Sam Francis 
and Jay Berwanger. Others are to 
follow. 

Names are being peddled to likely 
ether sponsors by Pete Peterson, 
general sales manager of the Cronk- 
hite film. Foxx has been grabbed 
up already by Kellogg for testi- 





| monials. 





KELLOGG 69 


GRID GAMES 


Kellogg will be runner-up to At- 





| sorship 


lantic Refining this fall in the spon- 
of football games. Cereal 
company has lined up 65 intercolle- 
giate contests in the east, midwest, 
south and Rocky Mountain area. 
Also of gridiron complexion is a 
Saturday afternoon 40-min. program 
labeled ‘Football Jamboree,’ which 


WHN, New York: WFIL, Philly; 
KQV, Pittsburgh; WIND, Chicago; 
WAAB, Boston; WGAR, Cleveland, 
and WJR, Detroit. Shows will pre- 
cede sustaining broadcasts of the 





| weekly high-light games. Talent will | 
‘| include WLW’s sports spieler, 


Newhall, a male singing octet and 
|an 18-piece orch. 

Schools set for Kellogg sponsor- 
ship are Fordham, on WINS, N. Y.; 
Vanderbilt, on WSM, Nashville, and 
WAPO, Chattanooga; Catholic U and 
George Washington on WJSV, Wash- 
ington; Northwestern on WBBM, 
Chicago; Ohio State on WNBS, Co- 
lumbus, and WTAM, Cleveland; Ok- 
lahoma on WKY, Oklahoma City; a 
mixed sked of Alabama and Auburn 
games on WSGN, Birmingham; 
WALA, Mobile; WHBB, Selma, Ala.; 
WJRD, Tuscaloosa; WSFA, 
gomery. 

From KLZ, Denver, one game 
weekly will be broadcast from the 
cards of Colorado State, College of 
Colorado, Utah State, Wyoming and 
Colorado U. The Nebraska sked will 
be aired over KFAB, Lincoln. 

N. W. Ayer agency laid out the 
list for Kellogg and spotted the de- 
scribers and their observers. Same 
agency also handled Atlantic Re- 
fining’s line-up. 


Canada Sports Coverage 


Regina, Sask., Sept. 28. 

Most unique radio situation in 
Canada now existing at all games 
in Western Canada football confer- 
ence owing to anxiety of sponsors 
to bankroll games and sudden de- 
mand of fans for plenty of football. 
Conference comprises town teams in 








Calgary, Winnipeg, and Regina. At 
recent Regina-Calgary game _ five 
announcers from three cities de- 


scribed battle by remote control. 

None were on networks, with re- 
motes 350-780 miles distant. An- 
nouncers have been riding trains for 
hundreds of miles every week, be- 
ing almost continuously going some 
place. 





WHBQ, Memphis Sports 
Memphis, Sept. 28. 

Going strong for sports this fall, 
WHB@Q now has broadcasting rights 
on football games in Memphis, cover- 
ing Southwestern, State Teachers 
College, high school and prep games 
of Memphis and intersectional games 
played in Memphis, including Uni- 
versity of Arkansas vs. Ole Miss, and 
Ole Miss vs. University of Tennessee. 
Bob Alburty handles the broadcasts. 
Games are sponsored by Coca Cola. 

Sportlights, sponsored by Adam 
Hats, gives daily resume on sporting 
events all over the country. WHBQ 
now adds still another sports pro- 
gram—the Football Roundup, weekly 
feature sponsored by Walter 
Hunter, Inc., on Saturdays, including 
football scores and college football 
tunes. 





Sabbath Swing Show 
New Swing Show scheduled to 
start on WNEW, N. Y., next Sunday 
(5). Martin Block will act as m.c. 
Madison Personal Loan sponsoring 
the 60-minute program starting at 





11:30 a.m. 





will ride the WLW-Line, using WLW, | 
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G. W. Hill (American Tobaceo) and Lord & Thomas pick ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Lucky Strike) song hits via Music Corp. of America under an old deal 
whereby MCA bands allegedly survey the country and submit their find- 
ings. 

MCA gets a fee for this service and, of course, under the previous 
scheme of things, a flock of MCA bands were on the Lucky Strike band 
cavalcade. 

Agency lately has been trying to devise a new means to supplement the 
MCA service. It also cross-checks with other barometers of the public’s 
tastes, plus the music dealers, jobbers, etc., idea being to arrive at as ac- 
curate a gradation of ‘most played’ and ‘most popular’ as possible. 





Serious discussion of current news by Irvin S. Cobb and Rupert Hughes 
| was being considered for the Walter Winchell spot by Mann Holiner of 
| Lennen & Mitchell agency, now in Hollywood, but deal went cold when 
| Hughes had to pass it up due to previous commitments. Substitute is 
being talked as running mate to Cobb for sale to another sponsor, as the 
Jergens program will be handled by George Fischer, who has terminated 
his Don Lee-Mutual affiliation to air the picture gossip for the lotion out- 

fit. Winchell is taking a nine-week layoff from radio and columning to 
| concentrate on his picture work. 

Fisher was notified by his new sponsor he must confine himself to 
the Jergens chore. Meant the film gossip-gurgler had to drop his coast- 
to-coast Sunday sustainer on Mutual. ‘ 

Under contract to Don Lee artists’ bureau, Fisher was paid off on that 
end for his non-commercial chatter which has been carried in the east 
since early summer, Mutual stations in the east getting his gab free. 





NBC is building the first mobile, outdoor television transmitter for a 
series of experiments which will commence next month, Tests will mark 
the first time television has been tried out in the open. Sports events, 
chiefly, will get the visio treatments. 

Criterion of how slowly tele experiments are proceeding may be gained 
from the fact that only after eight years indoors has NBC gone out into 
the open. 


WOR, New York, has created the post of executive producer and filled 
the spot with the appointment of Arthur H. Samuels. Newcomer 
fashion sustaining programs for the station and Mutual web. 
payroll Oct. 11. 

Samuels was editor for Harper’s Bazaar and House Beautiful for the 
past seven years, Prior to that he was an editor on the: New Yorker. 


will 
Goes on the 


Bob | 


Bob Cunningham, program director for Omaha studios of Central States 
| Broadcasting Co., and Gunnar Back, chief of continuity of Lincoln studios, 
taking flings at academic side of radio. Cunningham has joined faculty 
of Municipal University to instruct evening class in Radio Broadcasting. 
Back is on University of Nebraska faculty instructing in Radio Methods, 
similar course. 


With the current revival of the ‘czar’ idea for broadcasting Eric Palmer, 
who was around the last N. A. B. convention tub-thumping for the idea, 
has nominated himself as ‘the prophet without honor’ of the movement. 

Not now connected with radio he states that his interviews with broad- 
casters at the Hotel Sherman, Chicago, convinces him that 90% favor such 
a system of handling the industry’s problems, 


Mont- | 


CKY, Winnipeg 15,000 watter, is moving from 910 k.c. to 960 k.c. Switch 
| was approved by the Canadian air authorities after complaints were made 
| that CKY’s signals were getting interference from an outlet in Canada 
| and another in Mexico. 


Campbell to Coast 
On ‘Hornet’ Netting 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 

H, Allen Campbell, general sales 
manager of WXYZ, Detroit, hopped 
to the Coast today (Tuesday) to set 
the ‘Green Hornet’ show on the Don 
Lee network on the sunshine slope, 
starting Oct. 11. 

Tuesday-Thursday 30-minute eve- 
ning scripter will be piped direct 
from the WXYZ studios in Detroit 
Campbell will talk to two prospec- 
tive clients for coast sponsorship, 
though the show will start sustain- 
ing on the appointed date if no deal 
has been signatured by then. 


WBNS’ Live Talent Show 
Columbus, Sept. 28. 

Live talent shows here are com- 
ing on early. WBNS has new par- 
ticipation half-hour for 7 a.m. daily 
rural character, Uncle Ezra (Joe 
Ferte) and Organist Geer Parkin- 
son, Title tips off audience at which 
it’s aimed—Down on the Farm.’ 

Uncle Ezra and the ‘Folks from 
Pleasant Valley,’ a noon show for 
past four years, moves to 5 p.m. 
this week on participation basis. Its 
former sponsor, Cussins & Fearn Co., 
take for WBNS’ Inquiring Reporter, 
Johnny Neblett. This is a six-a- 
week shot at 1:15 p.m. 














St. Louis audiences are supposed to be pretty tough to play 
to, but they have never sat on their hands (figuratively 
speaking, of course) as far as we are concerned. Good 
Showmanship automatically eliminates such a possibility. 


THOMAS PATRICK, Incorporated 
HOTEL CHASE, ST. LOUIS 


REPRESENTATIVE: 
NEW YORK 


PAUL H., 
CHICAGO 


RAYMER CoO. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
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Here and There 





Holland Engle, WCFL programer, 
gets a hospital bed right next to his 


Dad. 


Morrie Lowell, Chicago’s NBC 
pook-writing producer, off to N. Y. 
to supervise a short being made of 
his tome. 


Judith Waller, Chi NBC educa- 
tional head, addressing 250 edu- 
cators in Minneapolis. 


Howard McKent Barnes, ‘Wings of 
Dawn’ signatured for 
management, 


writer, 


John S. Redshaw, called the mod- 
ern -Trader Horn, guesting 
‘It Can Be Done’ stanza Oct. 19. 


on 
Vili 


at WJR, 


eight years, 


Ralph Patt, announcer 
Detroit, for the past 
moves his desk into the station’s 
sales staff department. Will con- 
tinue on early morning show with 
Edgar A. Guest, Jr. 
of CHML, 


the spieling 


Frank Burke, formerly 
Hamilton, Ont., joins 
staff at CKLW, Detroit. 

Marjorie Richmond, of the dra- 
matic staff at WXYZ, Detroit, home 
after a three-month European va- 
cash. 


Val Clare now handling publicity 
at CKLW, Detroit. 

Franza Werner, music librarian at 
WXYZ, Detroit, becomes a U. S. 
citizen, 

Yolande Langworthy has joined 
Radio Events, 
bler. 

Jim Beloungy, engineer for WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C., 
Columbia to direct the renovation 
of studios and offices at WAPI. 


Howard Claney is handling a daily 








thea | 
wile | 


Inc., as a script scrib- | 


to Birmingham for | 


Claudine McDonald works with him 
on some broadcasts. 


Max Adkins, chief arranger at 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, is organizing a 
swing band with Jeanne Galbreath 
as vocalist. 








Tom Wilmot, formerly of WCAE, 
| Pittsburgh, and later scripter for Joe 
Penner and Jack and Loretta Clem- 
ens,’ has left for San Francisco 
a continuity post with the 
station there. 


and 


Hearst 


NBC 


Jack Henry, manager 


of WBRY’s 


|New Haven branch, running week 
ly ‘Question Mark,’ studio quiz fest 

Litchfield Junicr Court, juve ju- 
dicial session, in second season at 


WBRY, Waterbury. 


| Walcott Wylie upped from chief 
announcer to program 
WTHT, Hariford. 


Hank Keene and hillbillies in two- 


week stand at WNBC, New Britain, 
Conn., getting set for fiddlers’ con 
test and jamboree Oct 


Neill James, woman explorer, off 
| WELI, New Haven, to gather book 
material in Lapland. 

Alice Lounsbury in ballad stint. 


| ‘Sweet and Low,’ at WICC, 
port. 


Bridge- 


George Hinkle, 


vaudevillian, 


‘Morning Minstrel’ for Orkil Electric | 


at WTIC, Hartford. 
| Harold Kolb, organist, in console 
;}matutinal daily at WTIC, 
for G. Fox, department store. 


WJSV, Washington, has John C. 
Daly, Jr., 23-year-old South African, 
who will take the place of Shelton 
Young as announcer. Young 
been sick-leavéd for six months at 
his doctor’s orders. 


| 








director at 


Hartford, | 


has | 


at the studio last week. He is con- 
| fined in University hospital with an 
| ailment yet undiagnosed. 





Jack Steck, gabber at WFIL, 
Philly, to emcee two shows weekly 
;at Fay’s theatre. One is ‘Auction 
| Court,’ an original with him, and 
other is amateur show. 


Norman Frankel is now with the 
| Houck & Co. agency in Roanoke, 


i Va., as account exec and radio di- 
|rector, Produced recently a pro- 
gram series for the’ Roanoke Gas 


Light Co. 

Cookie Cunningham, captain o! 
Ohio State’s 1925 grid team, is 
isting Johnny Neblett with 
casts of this season’s OSU 
WBNS, Columbus. 


as- 
broad- 


Zames On 


Westbrook van Voorhis, voice of 
‘March f Time,’ filling 
speaking engagements jin Columbus 


several 


Herb Welch is now Hollywood- 
chattering on WCOL, Columbus, for 
Moskins’ Credit Clothing Co. 





| John Jacobs, formerly with KTSA. 
San Antonio, Tex., new mikeman at 


KMOX, St. Louis, replacing Spen- 
cer Allen, resigned, to become sta- 


tion director at Pittsburg, Kans 


James D. Shouse, general manager 
of KMOX, planed to New York for 
| conference with CBS execs. 

Betty Hudson, fashion commentator 
for WJSV, Washington, back from 
Paris with the latest dope on femi- 
nine frills. 


WJSV, Washington. 
chief engineer, speeding Westward 
with President Rooseveli’s party. 
Harold Ferry pinch-hitting on engi- 
neering staff. 


Clyde Hunt, 


Viela Drury, hostess at KNX, 
L. A., back home in Washington for 
a visit. 

Elwyn Quinn is the newest KDYL, 
Salt Lake City, announcer to get the 
flying bug and is now within a few 
| hours of his pilot’s license. 


| Sabbath labor he 








Dads 











Atlanta—Hudson Butler, announcer at WATL works Sundays be- 
cause his job requires it but because his religious principles are opposed to 
has asked the station to deduct one day’s pay. Station 
gladly obliged. 

San Francisco—New S & W Food Products radio program over NBC 
coast loop is entitled: ‘I want a Divorce.’ 


Columbus—At WCOL a new George Mackey gossip program has been 
baptized ‘The Keyhole Kid.. 


Regina, Sask.—Don McMillan, CKCK vox popper, grabbed Chinese laun- 
dryman on street for questioning about Chino-Japanese wat He didn't 
want to discuss the wal But he did try to give his imitation of Bing 
Crosby 

Memphis—A feud of long standing between Memphis’ official. meteoro- 
logist, F. W. Brist, and Memphis’ unofficial weatherman, ‘Professor’ Coston 
Franklin Whitaker, streetcar motorman, after much prolonged and inter- 


mittent exchange of comment in Memphis newspapers, has taken to the air. 

Wichita—Harry McNaughton, in interview at airport here Saturday night 
en route to Hollywood, said: 

‘Popularity of old ‘who-was-that-lady-I-seen-you-with’ type of question 
and answer joke is on wane.’ 

Newark—Sideshow barkers, some with 30 years’ experience in spieling, 
developed acute self-consciousness and mike fright 


when asked to say a 
few words at the New Jersey State Fair into portable mikes thrust under 
their kissers by WOR 

Memphis—Cotton Carnival, Peach Festival, Watermelon Festival have 


been highlights, now Dresden, Tenn., is inviting radio stations to broadcast 
the first annual Sweet Potato Festival. 


solo guest stint on the Hammer- 


Dept. of Commerce Airways, is now 
7 stcin Music Hall show Oct. 1 


iransradio pressman at KDYL, Salt 
Lake City. — 
Jacobs, 


-_-——— | Johnny former KTSA 
John M. Baldwin, KDYL chief | wordslinger, San Antonio, gone to 
engineer, is perfecting a new ultra | KMOX, St. Louis. 
short-wave transmitter for the hip vee ee 
pocket. Tony Bessan, chief announcer and 
ainda program director of KMAC, San An- 
Ray Freifelder, former radio | tonio, de-tonsilled, 


Patsy Kelly gueststars on 
Bernie’s American Can show 
28 from Hollywood. 

Ed Krause comes to WOW, Omaha, 
from Kansas City to m.c. new song 
fest for Easy Washers. Will be orig- 
inated from stage of Omaha theatre 


editor of the Southampton, L. L, N. 
Y., Press, now sports-commentating 
on station WAAT, Jersey City, N. J. 


Ben 
Sept. 


E. F. and Anne (Mrs.) Hummert 
are due back from their European 
trip in a couple of weeks. 


Grace McDonald, 





of Ray and 








quarter morning sustainer, ‘Women Fred Ford, sports commentator on | —_——- | Grace McDonald, dance team, cur-| Sunday afternoons for half hour 
and News,’ over the NBC red.| WCAU, Philly, collapsed in his office ! N. TT. Bass, formerly with the} rently in ‘Babes in Arms,’ does a] spell via WOW. 
— " ——— mn aor rn — 
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Radio Reviews 





(Continued from page 33) 


fighting, told the round and de- 
scribed the scene, 

Of the other mike artists, Bill 
Stern led the also-ran contingent..He 
did not cover any blow-by-biow 
tasks, but his opening job of scene- 
setting, picture painting and his be- 
tween-rounds comments were pic- 
turesque, colorful, concise and ac- 
curate. Sid Mercer, covering the 
first scrap between Apostoli and 
Thil, was calm, unhurried and stuck 
to straight reporting. Lacked 
style, however, and in the few mo- 
ments of fast slugging, he fell be- 
hind the action. Also failed to make 
the scrapping clear as to who was 
walloping whom. Too often said 
‘he’ and ‘him’ instead ge pug’s 
Yseoe, And he neglected to men- 
See iunds. etc. 

Sam Taub, covering the closing 
Jeffra-Escobar imbroglio, was plenty 
speedy and clear enough. 
couldn’t resist the temptation to 
pose as an expert (often ludicrously ) 
and both he and the audience were 
doubtless sated with the drubbings 
by the shank of the evening. 

Clem McCarthy, on the Ambers- 
Montanez set-to, handed out the 
sourest stanza of the night. His ma- 
chine-gun monologue style wasn’t 
helped, either, by the dull fight he 
was covering. As the two lads 
wrestled and pushed each other 
around the ring, it became more and 
more absurd for McCarthy to de- 
scribe the proceedings as if they 
were exciting. To the listener it 
grew monotonous and dull. Credit 
the spieler, however, with the state- 
ment that the crowd was razzing the 
scrappers. 

On the other hand, McCarthy’s 
worst showing of the night was in 
handling the commercials. His 
windy, repetitious, insistent blurbing 
of RCA radios gradually tended to 
incite mayhem. That’s not only bad 
broadcasting, but it’s poor salesman- 
ship for RCA. 

While the program was spieled as 
a commercial for RCA, actually it 
was a paper sponsorship proposi- 
tion. NBC had grabbed exclusively 
rights to the fights. It was unable to 
line up an authentic sponsor, so had 
to turn the stanza over to its af- 
filiate company. Hobe. 

be wwe) 


SEYMOUR SIMONS ORCH 

With Barry McKinley, Sally Nelson 

30 Mins. 

CHEVROLET 

Sunday, 6:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Campbell-Ewald) 

New Chevy show on CBS, replac- 
ing Rubinoff, is an okay half-hour of 
melodious music, with the two vo- 
calists woven neatly into the suave 
flow of Seymour Simons’ orch. Lay- 
out makes for a lulling program and 
one which, though it won’t arouse 
any excitement and word-o’-mouth 
ballyhoo, nevertheless will be in 
there each Sabbath claiming its 
share of listeners. For the product 
plugged and the sponsor’s traditional 
narrow formula, talent and produc- 
tion is properly pointed. 

Simons and the two singers hail 
from the midwest. 
baritone has been heard regularly on 
the webs and he holds down this as- 
signment neatly. Miss Nelson is 
rather new on a network, but her 
throaty contralto is certain to be 


caught more frequently after the 
way she'll establish herself on this 


show. Lass formerly was staff vo- 
calist with Simons’ crew. Bert. 


ZENITH FOUNDATION 
With Willard Waterman, Murray 

Forbes, Arthur Peterson, Temple- 

ton Fox, Isabel Kandolph, Phil 

Lerd, Roy Shield’s orchestra 
Drama 
30 Mins.—NBC 
ZENITH RADIO 
Sun., 8:30 p.m. CDST 
WLS, Chicago 

(E. H. Brown) 

Now in the stages of a build-up for 
the mental telepathy stunting to 
come, this program does an excellent 
| job dramatizing a plea for tolerance, 

Several sequences were used, sup- 
posedly from history, and arranged 
chronologically, to show the prog- 
ress of public acceptance for that 
which is new. First, a sequence from 
1500 B. C., where the radical religion 
adherent was greeted with slicing; 
next, the period when the creator of 
a new thought was thought balmy; 





But he| later, when he was laughed at; and, 


finally, today, when new thought is 
presumed to get only constructive 
interest. ; 

After a three-week period of this 
sort of teasing, the spensor is to do 
experimental mental telepathy via 
air. The build-up period is probably 
too long for an ideal in interest hold- 





ing, but the method of presentation 
forms an interesting study to the 
radio ‘trade,’ demonstrating, as it 
does, what can be made the most 
effective means of propagandizing 
any subject. It has power, but is 
neither shocking nor blasting. 
Technically, the show is good. 
Writing is smooth, and the various 
sequences have the deft touch of one 
who knows both his trade and his 


subject. Acting is okay, musical 
transitions and backgrounds have 
class. Loop. 


LEO BOLLEY 
Sports Talks 
15 Mins. 
TYDOL 
M., W. & F., 6:45 p.m, 
WGY, Schenectady 

Leo Bolley, celebrating his first 
anniversary as Tydol sportscaster 
over WGY, proved himself to be as 
skillful in answering questions as he 
is in asking them. Announcer John 
Sheehan, who arranged the ‘party,’ 


McKinley’s able 


submitted Bolley to a barrage of 
queries on his radio and reas 
background, biggest thrill, and fun- 
niest incident in broadcasting, air 
favorites, etc. 

A former University of Niagara 
athlete, Bolley has built up a fol- 
lowing at WGY since he took over 
the Tydol program a year ago, Con- 
sidering the fact that he is in Sche- 
nectady only a few hours on the 
days of the broadcasts—Bolley’s 
headquarters are in Syracuse, where 
he airs on late evening and other 
spots over WFBL—he turns in a 
good job. He possesses a deep voice, 
a rapid fire though clear delivery, 
a friendly manner and apparent 
knowledge of sports and ecommend- 
able literary style. Jaco, 








H. A. BOYLE 

‘Kurbstone Kollege’ 

Interviews 

15 Mins. 

NEW SYSTEM CAFETERIA 

M-W-F, 11:45 a.m. 

WHEB, Kansas City 
(Ferry-Hanly) 

H. A. Boyle, who probably has 
more steady customers than any 
word merchant in town (he’s been 
doing sidewalk interviews for three 
years here) is a happy and logical 
choice for this chore. Boyle has 
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faculty for drawing people out, the 
tell him things, and he laughs wit 
‘em, never at ’em. His shows always 
move forward without pressure, yet 
he keeps himself backgrounded. 


On this particular assignment 
Boyle ambles with a mike to one of 
four remote points where he Jesse 
Jameses the luncheon-bound natives 
and nabs a bit of their time with 
questions which may concern any 
topic, but sticks pretty close to mat- 
ters of a nose-bag nature. Latter 
work themselves easily into the 
straight commercials, 

Each person answering questions 
correctly gets a 50c check at spon- 
sor’s eatery. New twist is what 
Boyle calls the ‘gold star question.’ 
It’s a particularly difficult one, and 
only those who have been inter- 
viewed are qualified to tackle this 
baby. Correct answer brings a 
dollar check good at the cafeteria. 

A nice local job. Hoyt. 





‘STREET SCENE’ 
With Bill Elliott, Mack Parker 
Sidewalk Interviews 
15 Mins.—Alternate Cities 
Daily, Odd Times 
WICC, Bridgeport-New Haven 
WICC man-in-the-streeting Bridge- 
port and New Haven on alternate 
days with Bill Elliott and Mack 
Parker putting the questions in the 
respective burgs. Series started on 
a steady noontime sked, but com- 
mercial commitments have com- 
pelled a spotty listing that won't 
help. 
Of two shots compared, Elliott's 
was the sounder job, winning more 
effective response. Problem of pull- 


ing in citizenry to microphone is 
solved by giving passes to film de 
luxers (Poli’s in Bridgeport, Para- 


mount in New Haven). Both houses 
get enough on the cuff to call the 
sessions their commercials, Elliott 
plugging after practically every in- 
terview. Theatres also supply passes 
given to contributors of questions 
used. 

This main stem routine is usual 
now and depends in large on how 
fast the public comes in and how in- 
teresting the answers are. A few 
clucks, and it becomes annoying. 

Street noises much more audible 
in Bridgeport stanzas than New 
Haven, Elem. 


LOIS MILLER 

15 Mins. 

PITTSBURGH COAL CO. 
Mon., Thurs., 7:45 p.m. 
KDKA, Pittsburgh 


Lois Miller’s a Pittsburgh fixture. 
She was assistant organist to Dick 
Leibert at the Penn theatre years 
ago and when the organlogue busi- 
ness went to seed, she went in for 
radio. Her present commercial 
doesn’t differ any from countless 
others she’s had in the past. It’s a 
little homey announcing, some ex- 
pert organ playing and a lot of 
pretty good singing, all of which 
she does herself. 

There’s an: intimacy about Miss 
Miller’s programs that brings her 
right through the loudspeaker into 
the home and while a show of this 





sort can hardly be spectacular, gal 
gets about as much out of the setup 
as possible. Her speaking voice is 
attractive, her pipes are satisfactory 
and her pedaling is tops. Altogether 
a nice local musical quarter-hour 
session without fireworks but with 
sufficient entertainment for the 
placid. Cohen. 








‘STREAMLINE REVIEW’ 

With Garnett Marks, Don Kerr 

30 Mins.—Local 

LOOK MAGAZINE 

Nightly, 11 p.m. 

WMCA, New York 
(Schwimmer & Scott) 


Look magazine’s late-night cam- 
paign in the Manhattan area con- 
sists of nothing more than the play- 
ing of recorded music of the more 
speedy tempo, interspersed with 
rapid-fire comments by two alter- 
nating announcers, Comments are 


forthcoming copies of the  publi- 
cation. } 

Copy is rather terse and voiced in 
a slightly sensational tone by the 
two spielers. One nice thing is the 
smooth speed of the program, which 
provably suggested the session titie. 
Some may believe the originally 
planned label, ‘Stop, Look and Listen’ 
would serve better. 

Late evening spotting is a natural 
for the sponsor, with an eye to 
catching the type of buyer the mag 
enjoys. 

In view of the fact the Cowles 
family, publishers and sponsors, own 
two Des Moines stations, KRNT and 
KSO, and active in the radio in- 
dustry, it was expected by some that 
the programs on behalf of Look 
would have been given more pro- 
duction. Bert. 


Add Big Experiments 
Chicago, Sept. 28. 
Attempt to discover 
can be sold toothpaste will be started 
by Iodent through the Vanderbie & | 
Rubens agency here. Has signatured | 
for a local test of ‘Don Winslow of | 
the Navy,’ script serial, on WMAQ. 
local NBC red transmitter, starting 
immediately. 
Show will continue on the rest of | 
the network on its sustaining pat- 





tern, 


on what appears in the current and | 





if children |! 


KIDNAP EXPERIENCE 


But It’s Just Mistaken Identity in 
Philadelphia 








Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 


Two men last Wednesday tried to 
drag Gwen Wallis, bride of WIP’s 
production manager, into their car 
in what papers here blew up into 
‘daring daylight kidnap attempt in 
midtown.’ Actually it was a case of 
mistaken identity. Mrs. Wallis was 
rescued by pair of cops who hap- 
pened to be in car directly back of 
the ‘kidnapers.’ 

Two kidnap suspects are Peter di 
Stefano and Arthur Mungiola. Po- 
lice also found in their auto 1,500 
policy slips, representing 12,000 
plays, totalling $2,000. The men said 
they thought gal was friend of 
theirs who's an entertainer at 1214 
Club. 


Sponsored Birthdays 
Indianapolis, Sept. 28. 

Live talent comes back on the 
Kirk Furniture Co, program over 
WFB\M. starting this Sunday (3) at 
11:30 to 12 noon (CST). Stanza, to 
be scripted where necessary by Jim 
Matheny, will again be in hands of 
Jack Harding, local ad agency guy, 
who did the spieling on last winter’s 
Kirk show, ‘Dan Cupid’s Interviews.’ 

One starting this season will bear 
tag ‘Your Birthday Party.’ Leading 
colleges and universities of Indiana, 
towns and communities near Indpls., 
plus local social, business, and in- 
dustrial organizations, are being 
mailed questionnaires by Matheny 
for purpose of determining who and 
what will be honored each Sunday, 

Idea is to use the Sunday nearest 
respective birthday or founding date, 
with the talent coming from it 
chosen for each Sunday. 








B. & B. SLICING 


Due to the number of its programs 
originating on the Coast, Benton & 
Bowles agency is slicing both the 
size and cost of its N. Y. publicity 
department. Pete Bowles, younger 
brother of Chester B. Bowles, chair- 
man of the board at the agency, is 
being sent to Hollywood to p.a, on 
that end; Paul Craig has been let out. 

Setup for the B. & B. programs 
this fall calls for all the shows to 
come from the west save Phillips 
Lord’s ‘Gangbusters’ and the script 
programs. 





Taylor the Town Gossip 


Cleveland, Sept. 28. 

Leisy Brewery, one of the biggest 
local users of radio, launches two 
new news broadcasts over WGAR 
and WHK this week, Programs will 
be aired over each station on alter- 
nate nights and will be five minutes 
long. 

WHK show will be a junior March 
of Time, dramatizing highlight news 
event of the day. WGAR program 
will have Graves Taylor as a town 
gossip. Shows will replace Tom 
Manning's sportscasts, which Leisy’s 
sponsored over WTAM for the past 
two and one-half years. 





TRACY-LOCKE-DAWSON 
SETS SUGAR SHOW 


Dallas, Sept. 28. 

Acting upon results of a contest 
held approximately six months ago, 
Imperial Sugar Co., on renewal of 
contract over WFAA, Dallas, has in- 
stituted a series of three quarter- 
hour programs over the Texas Qual- 
ity Network, which started Sept. 27, 
Schedule, Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, 9:15 to 9:30 a.m. 

One transcription and two live 
talent shows will be used per week, 
the transcription on Monday utiliz- 
ing Charlie Hamp and His Rhythm 
Rascals; Melody Souvenirs on Wed- 
nesdays, with sweet, romantic music 
interspersed by poetry, organ and 
vibraphone; Songs to Remember on 
Fridays, with Imperial Quartet, 
vibraphone, violin and organ. Pro- 
grams originate at WFAA, Dallas. 

Agency is Tracy-Locke-Dawson. 


Coach Smokes It Up 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

First Coast football coach to take 
a radio commercial during the sea- 
son is Howard Jones of Universit; 
of Southern California. For a quar- 
ter hour each week he will talk 
football for Roi-Tan cigars. 

Ken Frogley, sports editor of L. A, 
Evening News, will egg him on. 


WHKC’s Football Sales 


Columbus, Sept. 28. 

Clean sweep on selling football to 
sponsors has been scored by WHKC, 
Station first grabbed an Atlantic Re- 
fining contract to air Ohio State foot- 
ball games, then followed by lining 
up Ohio Oil Co. (Linco) to sponsor 
Saturday night resumes. 

Predictions by Bud Sweeney each 
Thursday and a Monday post mor- 
tem have been sold to Budd & Co.,, 
local jewelry firm. 

















Tenn. Games Set 


Knoxville, Sept. 28. 

WROL has paid the U of Tennes- 
see $2,000 for exclusive rights to all 
its football games this autumn, both 
on the home loam and at visiting 
stadia. 

Station is now trying to unearth a 
sponsor for the tilts. 





Arch McDonald’s Occasion 


Washington, Sept. 28. 

Renewal of contract between Arch 
McDonald, sports announcer, and 
WJSV was celebrated Monday (27) 
by studio party thrown by Colum- 
bia Broadcasting Company. Base- 
ball mogul, Clark Griffith—owner of 
the Washington Senators — was 
among prominent guests whose con- 
gratulations were aired over CBS 
network. 

McDonald, who has built up a big 
following with his baseball and other 
sports spiels, conducts four programs 
over WJSV, sponsored by General 
Mills, Tydol, Kellogg’s Corn Flakes 
and Wash Williams, local coal mer- 
chant. 








*TARZAN 


AUDIENCE 
FAX! 


2. Films played to 
50,000,000! 


3. Books read by 
25,000,000! 





AN 1h 1G 
“t JN to the biggest 


Audience in America 
Witt sé i 


THE NEW 


WAR Z AN 


New Production..Script..Cast 
Drama ..Thrills.. Adventure... 
ready to delight and demand 
the ears of 100,000,000* men, 
women and children... and 
dominate a nation’s purchas- 


j ! 
1. Combined D&S = '"9 POwer: 
Comic Strip circu- 
lation 25,000,000! WRITE—WIRE 


Robert Collier 


§223 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
Los Angeles, Calif. 








aye ee 








ener 


ed ee 


ou 


= 





pr eT 





ed i teats 








ete tea 


er 


ones 





es OO eons 


cect ae 


at 


Wednesday, September 29 


» 1937 


VARIETY Al 








AMOCO NET 
IDEA TOUGH 


American Oil Co. through its 
agency, Joseph Katz, continues to 
jook for a network spread which can 
fit its requirements. Since the fuel 
is peddled up and down the seaboard 
only, from Maine to Florida, a niche 
on a split network must be obtained. 
To date no suitable time has 
cropped up to match Amoco’s meas- 
urements. 

Last webspread bankrolled for 
Amoco was an_all-colored 
headed by Ethel Waters four years 
ago. Program did.a quick fold, oc- 
casioned, according to observers, to 
the effort to sell an all-Negro pro- 
gram to an audience predominantly 
resident in Dixie. 

At present Amoco is carrying on 
its campaign of spots, plus a hand- 
ful of newscasts in the territory in 
which the product is sold; some 
sports stuff is being contemplated. 














WEBNS’ Band Remotes 
Columbus, Sept. 28. 
WBNS has scheduled full line-up | 
of broz casts of bands current in 
downtown hotels and _ eateries. 
Ernie McKay from the State Res- 
taurant and Grady Mullins’ South- 
ern Gentlemen from Deshler Wal- 
lick Hotel will get six airings 
weekly. 
Bob McGrew from the Neil House 
bandstand and Don Chiesta in the 


layout | 


[———— « 





FORD CONSIDERS ‘PORGY’ 


N. W. Ayer Offers Gershwin Shew 
In Radio Form 








sition to sponsor the series of 13 
half-hour book-and-music broadcasts 
of a radio adaptation of George 
Gershwin’s ‘Porgy and Bess.’ N. W. 


has submitted the idea direct to the 
throne at Dearborn. 

Radio version of ‘Porgy’ is con- 
trolled by the Kass-Tohrner agency, 
which got an o. k. from the late 


composer on the air layout early in | 





summer. After closing for the ozone 
rights, Kass-Tohrner had Gershwin 
supervise the splitting up of the 
operetta into broadcast serial bits. 
assigning Fanny May Baldridge to 
pad out the book of the show, 





WATL’s Gala Shindig 


Atlanta, Sept. 28 
WATL Sunday (26) rolled a whole 
flock of celebrations 


one hour and 15 minutes. Occasion 
dedicated station’s new equipment. 


First 15 minutes of program was 


sponsored by Henry Grady Hotel, 
next half-hour by Palmer Electric 
Co., who did all wiring, and 30- 
minute variety show sponsored by 


Graybar Electric Co. 

Talent appearing on programs in- 
cluded Harry Hearn’s orch, 
Lockhart, Ellis Williams and 
Keese, vocalists; Earle Landis, vio- 
linist. 

Station’s staff was presented dur- 
ing programs and open house held 





Virginia Cavalier Room are slated 
for four broadcasts a week. | 





WCKY, WSAI DIVIDE SHOW) 


Sponsor Spots Lynn Cole Orchestra 
on Both Stations 





Cincinnati, Sept. 28. 
First local program ever broad- 
east jointly by L. B. Wilson’s WCKY 
and Powell Crosley’s WSAI started 
this week for Sloan’s Furriers. 
Program, aired thrice weekly, 
uses Lyn Cole's « 





at studios. 





FISHER WITH WOAI 
San Antonio, Sept. 28. 
Beeman Fisher last week stepped 
into the post of v.-p. and general 
manager of WOAI, 50,000-watter 


| here. 


To take the new job, Fisher left 
the Texas Light and Power Co., 
where for 17 years he was advertis- 
ing manager. 





Larry Hammond is now script- 
ing three daily dramatic serials, to- 
taling three hours and 45 minutes a 
week on the air. 


Up for a yea or nay decision from | 
Ford Motors this week is the propo- | 


Ayer agency, on the Ford account, | 


Ruth | 
Ken | 


RADIO 





How They Figure 


Seen 





Hollywood, Sept. 28. 

Columbia boys hold visions 
of Jeanette MacDonald giving 
Jack Benny a terrific run for 
dialer attention when the two 
oppose each other. Reason for 
their optimism is that a recent 
survey brought to their atten- 
tion shows that Miss MacDon- 
ald outdraws ‘Buck’ Benny in 
the picture houses. 

Songbird is doing a séries for 
Vicks. 


Alka Goes On and On 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 
Alka Seltzer has renewed its two 
NBC programs for another 52-week 
ride each. Uncle Ezra gallops 
| ward for another year on the NBC 











| red effective Nov. 12, while the Na-|} 
through | 


tional Barn Dance wafts 


another year on the NBC biue start- | 


ing Oct. 2. 


here. 





KENT IN LANCASTER 
Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 28. 

Gene Kent of Columbus has been 
given the continuity desk at WGAL 
here. Formerly with several Co- 
lumbus stations, Kent is expected to 
hypo the station’s dramatic programs. 

He succeeds J. T. Hershey, who 
resigned to enter the U. of P. law 
school. 





KFOR Sells Bentley 
Lincoln, Sept. 28. 

| John Bentley, sports editor for the 
| Nebraska State Journal here, goes 
jon the air for Clark’s Clothes six 
‘nights weekly via KFOR starting 
| Oct. 1. 

| Will be a 10-minute ether shot and 
}at 10 p.m. Will consist of football 
jogo and whatever sports stuff is 
in the making. 


| 





WKY’s Laundry Show 
Oklahoma City, Sept. 28. 
Four Aces, instrumental and vocal 
| artists, 
dries of Oklahoma City sponsored 
program over WKY last week. 





Ormond’s niterie. 


Oon- | 


, Y*© | Deals set through the Wade agency | 
into one with | 


a trio of sponsored programs lasting | 


began an Approved Laun- 


Program, Monday through Friday 
at 12:30 p.m., is aired directly from 


——_—___—<sp 


Released Gags—Now for Radio? 


(Reprinted from Variety Feb. 15, 1928, when these gags were already so 
antiquated as to be known as ‘released’ jokes. Fact that they have been 
overworked, evidences that they are some of the hardiest quips to have 
been employed. It will be noted some had even found their way onto the 
then silent screens. Since then these, among others, have become ‘released,’ 
even for radio. Others will be reprinted from time to time.) 








‘How did that sausage we ate last night agree with you?’ 
‘I think it hurt my liverwurst.’ 





‘As I left my hotel room this morning I neticed a man in the next room 
hanging himself on the chandelier.’ 
‘Well, did you cut him down?’ 
| ‘No, he wasn’t dead yet.’ 
| Questioner to Japanese Interpreter: ‘Ask him if he turned out the light " 
(Interpreter does so.) > 
Witness (sputters volubly for a full minute), 
Interpreter: ‘He say ‘no’.” (‘The Mystery Man’ at the Bayes.) 
(Leo Carrillo was one of the first te tell the gag in his monoleg, if not 
| the creator of it.) 


} 
| 
} 


| 
‘Any sap can find a pearl in an oyster, but it takes a smart girl to get a 
| diamend out of a nut.’ 


‘My name is on that towel.’ 
‘Is that your name, Hotel McAlIpin?’ 


*You have been eating oranges.’ 
‘How can you tell?’ 
‘By the skin on your face.’ 


‘Think of the future.’ 
| ‘I can’t; it’s my wife’s birthday and I’m thinking of the present.’ 


‘What is the difference between you and one who dyes weol?’ 
‘Do you know?’ 
‘Sure. One whe dyes wool is a2 lamb dyer, while you are a 





liar! 


‘What gives more milk than one cow?’ 
‘Two cows.’ 


‘T’ll be right dewn as soon as I slip on something.’ 
‘Slip on the stairs.’ 


‘Do you serve lebsters here?’ 
‘Sure, what de you want?’ 


‘What’s the name, please?’ 
‘It’s on the envelope, you dumbbell.’ 


‘Did you ring?’ 
‘No, the bell did.’ 





‘Can you tell me the quickest way to the cemetery?’ 
‘Sure; stand on the railroad track; there’ll be a train aleng in a minute,” 
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E. K. Jett’s Advance 


Washington, Sept. 28. 


Appointment of Lieut. E. K. Jett as | 


acting chief engineer, succeeding 
Comdr. T. A. M. Craven, was rati- 
fied last week by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 

Temporary technical boss, who has 
been short wave expert, is a leading 
contender for regular appointment, 
which will be deferred until after 
Frank R. MeNinch, new chairman, 
takes the throttle. 


In-Case Disks 








Indianapolis, Sept. 28. 
Setting from 15 to 20 county agri- | 
cultural agents and federal farm 


heads for short talks on the noontime 
farm period, WFBM’s Henry S. 
«Wgod, in charge of farm programs, is 
aking no chances on last-minute 
schedule changes. 

Realizing the farm experts sched- 
uled consider the daytime hours as 
their best time to contact the farmers 
in person, and sometimes might not 
be able to get to the WFBM studios 
for noontime appearances, Wood took 
steps. He had each man scheduled 
agree to drop in at the studios far 
in advance of his mike time and 
make a platter of the speech. 

All he asked was that the men let 
him know at least 24 hours in ad- 
vance. From the first week’s ex- 
perience, with two talks scheduled, 
it looks about fifty-fifty on the se- 
ries, with one in person and one 
platter. 





Seattle Stations at Fair 
Seattle, Sept. 28. 

Hugh Poore, Cecil Solly and Frank 
Coombs presented their regular 
KOMO-KJR programs by remote 
from the western Washington fair 
grounds at Puyallup, 20 miles away. 
On Saturday, Coombs took his 
troupe of 30 youngsters to the fair 
for the broadcast of ‘Uncle Frank's 
Kiddies Hour.’ 

KVI, Seattle-Tacoma, also broad- 
cast from the fair three of its pro- 
grams with ‘Woman’s Page of the 

wpraAir’ 
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F.C.C.’°S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, Sept. 28. 

Florida: Miami Broadcasting Co. granted new relay 
broadcast station to be operated on 31,100, 34,600, 37,600 
and 40,600 ke with 15 watts; WJAX, City of Jackson- 
ville, Jacksonville, granted renewal of license to March 
1, 1938; WSUN, St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce, 
St. Petersburg, granted renewal of license of period 
ending March 1, 1938. 

Georgia: WAYX, Waycross, granted day power boost 
from 100 to 250 watts and changes in equipment; Athens 
Times, Inc., Athens, application for new station to be 
operated on 1210 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
with prejudice as request for with- 


| drawal was received less than 30 days prior to sched- 





uled hearing. 

Illinois: Decatur Newspapers, Inc., Decatur, applica- 
tion for special broadcast station to be operated on 1550 
ke with 1 kw dismissed at request of applicants; WCLS, 
Joliet, granted petition to withdraw application for 
change in hours of operation from unlimited days, 
specified nights, to unlimited all times without preju- 
dice. 

Indiana.—_WGL, Fort Wayne, granted day power in- 
crease from 100 to 250 watts, make changes in equip- 
ment, commish sustaining Examiner Tyler Berry. 

New:«Mexico: Walter Biddick Co., Tia Juana, applica- 
tion for authority to supply electrical transcriptions to 
XEMO, Tia Juana, denied as in case of default. 

New Jersey: W3XDD, Bell Telephone Laboratories, 
Inc., Whippany, granted boost in power to 50 kw. 

Ohio: Continental Radio Co., Toledo, denied request 
to postpone effective date of the order of the Broadcast 
Division entered July 6, granting plea of Community 
Broadcasting Co. for a new daytime transmitter on 
1200 ke with 100 watts, and denying application of 
Continental for same assignment until 20 days shall 
have expired after final decision on its petition for 
rehearing on said applications. 

Pennsylvania: WPEN, Philadelphia, granted change 
in hours of operation from sharing with WRAX, Phila- 
delphia, to unlimited, on 920 ke With 250 watts nights, 
500 watts days, using directional antenna for night use 
(facilities of WRAX). Also granted authority to trans- 
fer control of corporation from Clarence H. Taubel to 
John Iraci and power jump from ‘250 watts nights, 500 
watts days, to 1 kw, using directional antenna, on 920 
ke, sharing with WRAX. 

Virginia: WDBJ, Roanoke, granted authority to in- 


stall auxiliary transmitter for 1 kw, for emergency 
use only. 
Washington: Port Angeles Broadcasters, Port 


Angeles, application for new station to be operated on 
1500 ke with 250 watts days, 100 watts nights, dismissed 
at applicant’s request. 

Wisconsin: Walker & Chapin, Oshkosh, application 
for new station to be operated on 1010 kc with 250 
watts dismissed at request of applicant. 


, SET FOR HEARING 


Arkansas: KILU, Little Rock, renewal of license for 
relay broadcast station. 

Maryland: WFBR, Baltimore, install new equipment 
and directional antenna system for day and night opere- 
ation, boost power from 500 watts nights, 1 kw days, to 
1 kw nights, 5 kw days. 

Pennsylvania: WFIL, Philadelphia, install new equip- 
ment boost day power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Texas: WACO, KTSA Broadcasting Co., Waco, boost 
day power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Utah: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
Salt Lake City, request new international station in 
Saltair, to be operated on 6,020, 9,510 and 11,710 ke. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 





Alabama: WBRC, Birmingham, involuntary transfer 
of control of corporation from Marcellus D. Smith, Jr., 
deceased, to Eloise H. Smith. 

California: Mollin Investment Co., Huntington Park, 


new station to be operated, days only, on 1160 ke with 
100 watts; Kenneth H. Thompson, Whittier, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1170 kc with 100 watts, limited 
time to WCAU, Philadelphia. 

Illinois: Commodore Broadcasting, Inc., Decatur, 
change frequency from 1200 to 1310 ke and hours of 
operation from sharing with WJBC, Bloomington, to 
unlimited (requests facilities of WBOW, Terre Haute, 
Ind., when WBOW is assigned 1290 kc); WHBF, Rock 
Island Broadcasting Co., Rock Island, change frequency 
from 1210 ke to 1240 kc, install new transmitter, in- 





crease power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 
500 watts nights, 1 kw days, install directional antenna 
for night use. 

Indiana: Indianapolis Broadcasting, Inc., two 
relay broadcast stations to be operated on 38,900, 39,100, | 
39,300 and 39,500 kc with two watts. 

Iowa: WHO, Davenport, special experimental author- 
ization to operate a facsimile station from 10 p. m. to 
4 a. m., PST, on 1000 kc; Clinton Broadcasting Corp., | 
Clinton, new station to be operated on 1310 ke with | 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Massachusetts: WAAB, Boston, change power of aux- 
iliary transmitter from 500 watts to 500 watts nights, 
1 kw days. 

Missouri: KCMO, Kansas City, new relay broadcast 
station to be operated on 100,000, 200,000, 300,000 and 
500,000 ke with five watts; KCMO Broadcasting Co., 


| since sometime in June. 


new | 





Kansas City, new relay broadcasting company, to be 
operated on 100,000, 200,000, 300,000 and 500,000 with 
10 watts. 

Nebraska: Central Nebraska Broadcasting Corp., 
Kearney, erect vertical antenna, increase power from 
100 watts to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

North Carolina: Jonas Weiland, Kinston, new relay 
broadcast station to be operated on 1622, 2058, 2150, 
2790 ke with 35 watts. 

Puerto Rico: WPRA, Mayaguez, change frequency 
from 1370 to 630 kc, make changes in antenna, boost 
night power from 100 to 250 watts and change hours 
of operation from specified hours to unlimited. 

Tennessee: WAPO, Chattanooga, install new trans- 
mitter and directional antenna for night use, change 
frequency from 1420 to 1120 kc, boost power from 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days to 500 watts nights, 1 kw 
days, 

Texas: KPAC, Port Arthur College, Port Arthur, 
change frequency from 1260 to 1230 kc, jump power 
from 500 watts to 1 kw, change hours of operation 
from days to unlimited, install directional antenna for 
night use. 

Virginia: WTAR, Norfolk, make changes 
tional antenna, install new transmitter and 
power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Washington: Evening News Press, Inc., Port Angeles, 
new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


New Mexico: Hopes of Earle Yates for a daytime 
station at Las Cruces went glimmering with a report 
by Examiner George H. Hill recommending commish 
denial of the proposed project. 

Dearth of talent and doubt that operation of the sta- 
tion would constitute an ‘economic use’ of the requested 
930 ke frequency were given as Hill’s principal reasons 
for a turn-down. Conflicting testimony concerning 
available local talent included statements by the ap- 
plicant that plenty of Spanish and Mexican singers, 
plus students from the State college, could be utilized, 
but a former professor of music at the college declared 
that in his opinion ‘there was not sufficient musical 
talent available in Las Cruces to give an hour’s pro- 
gram a day.’ 

Yates was found qualified in all capacities to operate 
the proposed station and a need for daytime service 
was acknowledged in the area which, at present, is 
entirely without. 

Applicant, seeking power of 1 kw for the 930 ke 
transmitter, was represented by Arthur W. Scharfeld 
and Philip G. Loucks. 


in direc- 
increase 





Omaha Crime Looked Into 
Omaha, Sept. 28. 
M. P. Wamboldt, producer of new 
crime series show to be aired by 
Skelly, was in Omaha last week 
working with police gathering au- 
thentic case histories as script ma- 
terial for new show. Program will 
present lineup of radio’s name dra- 


matic stars and will be cast each 
week. 


Will originate in Chicago. 











Scripps-Howard 
Rebuffed Anew 


In Washington 


Washington, Sept. 28. 





| Waldo Abbott Series From 
University Aired on WJR 


Ann Arbor, Mich., Sept. 28. 


U. of Michigan starts broadcasting 
On opening of school with nine 
weekly programs plugged over WJR, 
Detroit. -In charge of Prof. Waldo 
Abbott with both students and 
faculty on series of educational pro- 
grams treating techniques of 
amateur theatrics, elementary sing- 
ing, and diction and pronunciation. 

University band and Glee club 


| 


Re: KLRA’s Power 


Little Rock, Sept. 2. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In your issue of Sept. 15, under 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion reports, you stated that 
KLRA’s application for a directional 
antenna and an increase in power 
from 2% kilowatts day to 5 killo- 
watts daytime had been dismissed 
on our application. This is in error. 
The true facts are that our applica- 
tion for directional antenna was 
dismissed at our request. 

But we have been operating with 
5 kilowatts day, unlimited time 





ARKANSAS BROADCASTING CO, 
S. C. Vinsonhaler, 
General Manager. 


Frisco Shows’ Milestones 


San Francisco, Sept. 28. 
Two Coast NBC network com- 
mercials celebrate anniversaries this 
week. Albers Bros. will stage a 


party following the broadcast of its 
Good Morning Tonite show tonight. 
Press, agency execs and members 
of the cast will witness the cutting 
of the first anniversary cake in the 
NBC studios. Program is produced 


| by Marigold Cassin of Erwin-Wasey 
| agency. 


Standard Symphony Hour, oldest 
radio commercial in the West, spon- 
sored by the Standard Oil of Cali- 
fornia, observes its 10th anniversary 
on the Coast NBC-Red web Thurs- 
day, Sept. 30, with a special program 
which may be released over several 
stations in addition to the five basic 
outlets which regularly release the 
program. McCann-Erickson agency 
handles the account. 





Singing Motormen to WHK 
Cleveland, Sept. 28. 
Cleveland Railway Chorus pro- 
gram switches from WGAR to WHK 
this week. Chorus consists of mo- 
tormen, bus drivers, conductors and 
pros from the Orpheus Male Choir, 
whose director, Charles Dawe, also 
leads the railway singers. New 
series will also use lacal amateur 
talent. 
Railway company occasionally 
uses the program to attack local 
newspapefs in current fare fight. 








JOE 
RINES 


MAESTRO-COMEDIAN 
And His Orchestra 
GRUEN WATCH PROGRAM 


‘Beginning Sunday, October Third 
NBC Ked, 5:30-6 FP. M. 


Brunswick Kecords 

















(ra nkie 
(Nhasters 


Featuring 


DONNA DAE 


THIKD ENGAGEMENT 


COLLEGE INN, Chicago 


CHS, Coast-to-Coast 


HOUSEHOLD FINANCE 
rROGKAM 


Tuesedics NS€ - Blue 
7:40-8:00. CDST 











EF O'NEILLS’ 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 **/ 100 ° 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST 
IN . [NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 


COAST TO COAST 
Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT., EOD WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


¢ pure 





Scripps-Howard interests, blocked 
repeatedly in attempts to expand 
holdings by acquiring Ohio outlets, 
suffered another reverse last week 
when the Federal Communications 
Commission refused to delay effec- 
tiveness of a grant to the rival Com- 
munity Broadcasting Co., Toledo. 


In denying petition for postpone- | advertising, just plain education. 


ment, Commish took no action on 
requests of Scripps-Howard’s broad- 
casting subsidiary, Continental Radio 
Co., for sweeping study of the own- 
ership of Community and the con- 
nection with George B. Storer, who 
owns transmitters in Ohio and West 
Virginia. Continental has an inves- 
tigation request on file alleging that 
information given the Commish in 

the Community case was not truth- | 
ful and charging that monkey busi- | 
ness characterized granting of the | 
Community application, the collapse | 
of Storer’s opposition to proposed | 





| transfer of WALR from Zanesville | 


to Toledo, 


take’ up alternating Saturdays, with 
round table discussions, carillon con- 
certs, story dramatization, short 
sketches, play reviews, and health 
lectures divvying up other time. 
Programs, originating in Ann 
Arbor, telephoned to Detroit, and 
aired from there, are all student 
written, audited, and managed. 


| 
' 





WELI Appoints Rep 


WELI, New Haven, has designated 
Furgason & Aston as its national 
sales rep. 

It’s a 500-watter. 





No} 


GUS VAN 


STAGE - SCREEN - RADIO 
Central Booking Office, Inc. 


54 W. Randolph St., Chicago, Ill. 














THE KING’S JESTERS 


AND THEIR ORCHESTRA 
with MARJORIE WHITNEY 


BLUE FOUNTAIN ROOM 
HOTEL LASALLE, CHICAGO 


Dir.: Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc. 

















D ARTEGA 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 
JELLO 
7:00-7:30—NBC 
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Over-Hasty Decision Attacked ; 


an 


Stations Claim Waterbury Petition Was Reversed 


Afternoon of Morning It Was Passed On | 


Washington, Sept. 28. | 


Charges that it doesn’t know its 
own mind were shrugged off last 
week by the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission in denying plea for 


tion for rehearing on the Connecticut | 
transmitter’s move from 1190 to 1290 | 
and ducked responsibility for re] 
viewing its off-again-on-again sation | 
last July. The bench, however, will | 
reopening of the case which wound! rule on the soundness of the Broad- | 
up in frequency shift for WATR,| cast Division’s Finnegan act. when 
Waterbury, Conn. the WATR application first was! 

On technical grounds that the de-| turned down and shortly afterward 
cision already has been carried be-| was granted. 








| 
! 
| 
i 


when 





fore the courts, the full Commish The case which the Commish re- 
startling bits of mind-changing on 
| record. Occurred at the mop-up 
WTIC on Upbeat | session just before the summer re- 
scores of long-pending 
5 | matters were settled in assembly-line 
Hartford, Sept. 28. | fashion. 
With night rents practically cmd Although the point was not raised 


refused to grant three-station peti-|fused to reopen is one of the most 
| cess lo 
across the board, WTIC is doing con- |in the petition for a new hearing, 


siderable daylight selling. Looks Commish is accused by WJAS, Pitts- | 
like the best season yet for the! burgh, WEBC, Duluth, and KDYL, | 
Travelers’ 50,000-watter. 


| Salt Lake City, present occupants of 
Hartford Electric Light Co., which! the 1290° roost, that it acted arbi- | 
Jast semester financed a class mu-j|trarily in allowing WATR to move! 


sical, is turning to a weekly dramatic|to this channel. Court will hear|~* 
shot with Guy Hedlund and his Play-| argument that at its morning ses-| 
house troupe. sion the Broadcast Division voted | 


} 


George Hinkle, vaudevillian, has} against—and so announced in an of- 
been hired by Orkil Electric for | ficial release—the Waterbury sta- 
song-and-patter two a.m.’s per week.| tion’s frequency shift and then in | 

Irwin Cowper is back with his} the afternoon reversed itself—again | 
‘Romantic Bachelor’ under the aus-| making an official statement of ac-| 
pices of New England Laundry, 15-|tion—on the identical proposition. | 
minute Monday lunchtime. Since} Counsel for the three appellant sta- | 


the last series Cowper has married, | tions wants to know what happened | 


which makes the new stint a real | during the lunch-hour recess that} 
test. |caused the divisionites to perform | 
G. Fox is offering Harold Kolb,! such a flip. | 


organist, in a daily matutinal. 





| 











BUTTON TUNING 


ses WORRIES INDIES 


p's 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

Automatic tuning feature on most 
new radio sets has the small stations 
here worked up to a lather, With the 
button method of dialing in the 
etherizers, only a small number of 
| stations can be obtained. They must 
be set on the tuner by the dealer 
when he installs the radio. 

Tiny kiiowatters fear that when 
| Mr. and Mrs. Radio-Buyer are tell- 
| ing the dealer what stations he or 
| she wants to be able to pull in, the 
| part-time independents are going to 
| be forgotten. WTEL here, which is 
in latter category, has started a regu- 
lar spot announcement campaign, 
asking purchasers of new sets to be 
sure it is included in the list of de- 
sired etherizers. 


Brewers Go for Sports 














of Vv 
co o Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 
prod ap oa tet Harry Keck, sports editor for 
yhe go! \a\ Cem afternoon ‘Sun-Telegraph,’ ticketed 
ure wor tw by Pittsburgh Brewing series of 
xhe en agnct a weekly ‘Pigskin Prevues’ over 
vas mah ‘ WCAE. Question-and-answer show, 
ket 1s O ho bd with Jimmy Murray, who'll call the 
mat Ome Pitt grid games for Atlantic Refin- 


ing, shooting them and Keck doing 
the answering. It’s his first time on 
the air with a sponsor. 

Keck is second Pittsburgh sports 
writer to go in for radio commer- 
cially this fall. Other is Al Abrams, 
of Post-Gazette staff, who's doing 
similar type of show on WWSW for 
Duquesne Brewing. 








Obrist to Cincy 


Buffalo, Sept. 28. 

Ed Obrist, WBEN supervisor of 
production, has resigned to join the 
Ralph H. Jones advertising agency, 
Cincinnati, O. Took over his new 
| post Monday (27), continuing to spe- 
| cialize in radio production. 
Obrist has been with WBEN seven 
| years. In addition to handling pro- 
duction, he has been doubling as 
|commentator and special features 
' announcer. As a commentator his pro- 
/ grams have varied from ‘Hollywood 
| Impressions’ to a ‘Camera Club of 
the Air. He'll continue to write 
scripts for the latter, mailing them 
'from Cincinnati to be spieled by a 

ubstitute here. 


PEYSER VICE NEISE 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 
Jack Peyser has been added to the 
WJJD announcing staff to replace 
George Neise, who left to freelance. 
Peyser was formerly of WLW. 
Cincinnati, and KMOX, St. Louis. 




















AZ 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 

















Station Heebeegeebies 





Regina, Sask., Sept. 28. 
Add station headaches: 
A week before announced 
opening date CKCK officials 


found roars of presses’. in 
Leader-Post newspaper, two 
floors below, were breaking 


into one of new studios. Will 
either have to rebuild studio at 
cost of $7,000 or operate from 
it only when presses are silent. 

Also found no second hand 
had been attached to $300 
worth of electric clocks for 
studios and théy must be 
shipped to England for neces- 
Sary adjustment. 

New vertical radiator anten- 
nae, second wooden one in 
world, arrived all right, but 
two sections wouldn’t fit so had 
to be prepared locally, 








director, 
newswriter-announcer, steamed out 
of Chicago last Friday (24), to go to | 
Tulsa, for last Sunday’s open- | 
show | 


| KTUL, 


jing of 


tour of 


Rand Good-Willing 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 


Both Frank Rand, CBS publicity 
WBBM 


and John Gray, 


CBS Barnsdall 


new 


originating there. 


Short-Wave Channels Set for Navy, : 
Go to Best ‘Public Service’ Bidder 


Washington, Sept. 28. cant provides the most convincing 
of the five Pan-American| Proof of public service operation. 


Govt, Uperation 


Scramble for the frequencies is 
significant in view of the threat of 


Four 
frequencies reserved for short-wave 
operation by the United States Gov- 
ernment go on the auction block in 





} 
} 


government operation, seen in the 
pending Celler Bill which authorized 
construction of a short-wave trans- 


Federal 
Communications Commission deci- 


immediate future under 


sion to find a user who will protect | mitter for Federal agencies, and in 
light of formal oppositio f 6 the 
| the channels against foreign nations. | mal opposition of the 


for public hearing on competing ap- 





Rand is continuing on a good will! 


that 


part of the country; 
while Gray remains permanently at 
|KTUL to be CBS production repre- 
sentative on Barnsdall shot. 


| commercial 
Attempt to make up for lost time | the 


before next year’s Cairo conference 
found the F.C.C. last week calling 


industry to erection of 
projected government station, 
Added importance resulted. from 
fear that unless some American’ S.i- 
tion is using the frequencies before 
the 1938 conference other countries 
will demand return of the spots. 


plications of General Electrict Co., 
National Broadcasting Co., and/| 
World Wide Brdadcasting Corp. for | W:th the field narrowed to three 
— to occupy 9550, 11730, ae and contestants by decision of Columbia 
21500 on temporary basis. These are nadeastinag Swate foie Atos 
the berths allotted the U.S. for Fed- | openers he tepierh os ea an 
eral operation and tentatively as- ficially backed by the Pan-American 
signed to the Navy by Union, quasi-government body in 
Roosevelt. | which all Latin American republics 
Open bidding for the frequencies | have membership, plus reported jn- 
was decided upon by the Broadcast| formal support of the State Depart- 
Division several months after Com-| ment. Company operates WIXAL 
missioner George Henry Payne | and is headed by Walter S. Lemmon, 


President 


charged the industry with trying to | wealthy inventor. Another advan- 
steal the assignments and declared! tage is the backing of the Rocke- 
another Teapot Dome scandal was} feller Foundation and the fact that 


in the making. Commish will par- 
cel out the channels to what appli- 


present 
mercial. 


operations are non-com- 








W:-G:-A-R GOES 


Clothes make the man, they say. 
And likewise, programs certainly 
make the radio station. 

Ever since our first venture in- 
to the ether, we’ve been as fussy 
about our programs as a prep 
school lad getting into his first tux. 

And now, we are prouder than 





WERE SPORTING 


1068 ] 


COLUMBIA 


the homes that spend one of every 
three of the state’s retail dollars. 
We are rated tops in number of 
accounts and total dollar volume 
in this fertile sales area. 

« And we haven’t gone high hat 
in our new togs. The old rate card 
is still in effect. 


ever as we further improve our 


atray by having the swell pro- 
grams of the Columbia Network | } 
to put before our listeners. 

Just in case you haven’t heard, 
we strut our stuff through the 
state’s richest market, the Northern 








CLEVELAND’S FRIENDLY STATION 


Ohio counties in which live more 


than two million folks (better than 
14 Ohio’s population). We reach 


Member Columbia Basic Network 


John F. Patt, Vice-President and General Manager 
Edward Petry & Co., Inc., National Representatives 
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ae 
Last Week’s 15 Best Sellers 
Harbor Lights 2... cccocccccccvcccesecescecs ockecaes MID 
*Whispers in the Dark .osceceeecseeeeerecersecvenens Famous 
My Cabin of Dreams..eesccsecsecsrereeeceseeereees Berlin 
BO FROSS |b ck de cepeseove Sasa ctigedsuh tere eey beetee kee Robbins 
*That Old Feeling .f..ccccccccccccccccccccccvccvecece Feist 
*Have You Any Castles, Baby?..........eceeseeeeees Harms 
*Moon Got in My Eye@S...ccccicccccccccccscccseccces Select 
*Remember Me? ..... Sue Deca e cues olsen aeyetiasasen Witmark 
CRUE BG TOE ccc cectececccsccccoceecsceeeettoees Miller 
Oe ree Tie 5 OW COU: wc cicedccccscccecetsccess Samly-Joy 
Sailboat in the Moonlight .......sseesesecceeeeee ...- Crawford 
PVE BN PATIO a co cb sss 005566 cc cs cenceeetedeceeses Robbins 
Pe PTL hess Gee eso ie ess Ce tdcccceseneuegs ees Remick 
Ce ee ee I os ed Seb So ntaaseee eeges Shapiro 
You Can’t Stop Me From Dreaming.................Remick 
* Indicates filmusical song. ft Indicates stage production song. The 
others are pops. 
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Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 





An extraordinary Symposium of} classic, ‘A Study in Brown,’ is the 
Swing is Victor’s Album C-282, four| back-up piece. 
12-inch plattems by the Benny Good- Ambrese on Decca 1405-6 is rep- 
man, Tommy Dorsey, Bunny Beri-| resented by a quartet out of the 
gan and Fats Waller orchestras with| latest Jessie Matthews-GB filmusical, 
a galaxy of swing cats who give out| ‘Gangway.’ ‘Moon or No Moon’ is 
jam in the nth degree. The Good-| paired with ‘When You Gotta Sing’ 
man contribution is ‘Sing, Sing, Sing’| on the first; and ‘Lord and Lady 
medleyed with ‘Christopher. Colum-| Whoozis’ with the title song on the 
bus’; Fats Waller offers ‘Honeysuckle| other. Evelyn Dall, Sam Browne 
Rose’ and ‘Blue, Turning Grey Over| and a trio do the vocal honors, but 
You’; Tommy Dorsey and his band|in the main, the smooth Ambrose 
do tricks with ‘Beale St. Blues’ and! style which has rapidly thrust that 
‘Stop, Look and Listen’; and Beri-| London maestro to the fore in Amer- 
gan’s chores are ‘I Can't Get Started’| ican disk sales distinguishes him 
and ‘The Prisoner’s Song’ as that| again with this brace of tunes, 


lachrymose ballad was never writ- More jam: Louis Armstrong’s ver- 
: ten. The album is the last gasp in| sions of Irving Berlin’s ‘Alexander’s 
swingo Ragtime Band,’ backed by ‘I’ve Got 


Setting a new record at the Broad-| a Heart Full of Rhythm,’ with herein 
way Paramount fast week were Bing| Satchmo’ scintillates with his horn 
Crosby’s ‘Double or Nothing’ (Par)| and his pipes and his general style. 
and Shep Fields on stage. This is the| Decca 1408. ; 
rippling-rhythmist’s third return to| Frank Froeba, one of 52d Street's 
the Par and much of the b.o. must|Cchamp ivory-ticklers, now has a 
be to his credit. Anyway, ‘Blossoms| Swing combo surrounding him on 
on Broadway’ and ‘Stardust on the| Decca 1401, with ‘Josephine’ and “The 
Moon,’ his chores on Bluebird 7136| Big Apple’ as his offerings, This 
certainly evidence that Fields’ dansa-| ‘Apple’ is the Bob Emmerich-Buddy 
pation style has body and stability| Vernier tune, as distinguished from 
and that rippling rhythm isn’t a flash| another, and the Al Rinker Trio is 
in the pan. en ag egg. em re oe a 

—_ ‘ inker_who, wi jing Crosby an 
eee cee ane sve vey Harry Barris, comprised the original 
Shep Fields’ Bluebird 7138 waxing|5au! Whiteman Rhythm Boys. Kurt 
perhaps is a bit to be preferred. It’s| *00™ ite th ome _. ut, at ic 
paired with ‘Satan Takes A Holiday’| ™2/", J's ish roeba swing style 

by that sterling swing arranger, = —_——— v, — pg itched 
Larry Clinton. Victor 26668’s ver-| “ce Macy vamec has switcne 
sion of Juan Tizol and Duke Elling-| Vet to the pop Bluebird label for 
ton’s ‘Caravan’ is more swingo, as| °'88er sales’ purposes he’s been re- 
done by Bunny Berigan, and this issuing many of his Victor hits of 
time another Larry Clinton swing| ‘the Past . ‘Mad Dogs and English- 
men’ from the ‘Third Little Show 

- | (Noel Coward) and the ‘Whiffenpoof 
Song’ (waltz) are on No. 7135, with 
Vallee and the Gentlemen Songsters 

officiating vocally. 

In the standard Guy Lombardo 


















| riety 624. 
| smoother with Dick Whiting-Johnny 
| Show,’ coupling ‘On With the Dance’- 


1*You’ve Got Something There’ on 
| one, and ‘Have You Godt Any Castles, 












Cy style on Victor 25656, ‘You Can’t 
Stop Me from Dreaming’ and ‘In a 



















POLLACK & MITCHELL | Little Carolina Town,’ latter au- 
_—— Again with thored and vocalized by Carmen 
me SECRET Lombardo are smooth foxtrots. 


Tommy Dorsey’s moderated swing 
sad si f ‘Night and Day’ 
LOVE AFFAIR” | iret sha ‘Sioke "ete in Sour 


7 0 y E R 4 i G H T 9 Eyes’ (Jerome Kern) highlight Vic- 


tor 25657. More swingo on Victor 


46 25658 by Lionel H t f 
MY SWISS Benny Goodman's orchestra, re Me 


HILLY BILLY’ nt own . ae doing tricks and 

, icks with ‘Confessin’’ and ‘Drum 
eee ite ICE starring | Stop.’ Hampton is featured in the 
Sonja Henie latter on the drums, whereas his 
standard vibraphoneing highlights 





‘Confessin.’ 
|” MOVIETONE Red Nichole’ version of “Twilight 
in Turkey,’ one of the pieces that 
MUSIC CORPORATION so quickly brought Raymond Scott 
SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO . Sole Agents to the fore, 1s novel on Variety 625, 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE backed by ‘Cream Puff’ by Franklyn 
ae a aa eee Marks, another exponent of a new 
NEW YORK. style of ultra-modern composition. 





Nichols, as a swing pioneer swing- 


ster, is ultra in his dance style. 

Further in that school is Duke 
Ellington’s composition, ‘Sponge 
Cake and Spinach,’ which Barney 
Bigard and his Jazzopators jam out 
on Variety 626, coupled with ‘Moon- 
light Fiesta’ by Juan Tizol, the same 
chap whose ‘Caravan’ was subse- 
quently developed by Ellington into 
a click. This work possesses the 
same character and should assert it- 
self. 

Lucky Millinder and his Mills 
Blue Ribbon Band swings out with 
‘Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ as Ernest 
R. Ball never dreamed it would ever 
be jammed, and ‘Camp Meeting Jam- 
boree,’ reverse side, medleys ‘Swanee 
River,’ ‘Ol’ Man River’ and ‘Gonna 
Raise a Rukkus Tonight’; both Va- 


Will Osborne on Decca 1394-5 is 


Mercer’s crack tunes out of ‘Variety 


Baby?’ and ‘Moonlight on_ the 
Campus’ on the other. Osborne 
and/or Dorothy Rogers with a vocal 
chorus do the singing honors as ef- 
fectively as Osborne’s band smoothly 
interprets the tempos. 

Mal Hallett is finally catching on 
in important circles to the same de- 
gree as has long been his sphere in 
the New England ballrooms where, 
as a maestro-manager of dance spots, 
he (with Charlie Shribman, his busi- 
ness representative) booked the name 
bands of the country. But invari- 
ably, in a battle of music, Hallett 





British Prod. Boom 











outshone the combos for which he 
paid heavily. They drew ‘em in but | 
he clicked, because Hallett’s basic | 
dance music and his general rostrum 
showmanship had that something 
that got the hoofing bunch. Decca 
1402-3 culls a brace of tunes out of 
RKO’s ‘Life of the Party’ and Hal- 
lett does right by 'em. The first pair 
constitutes ‘Roses in December’ and 
‘Yankee Doodle Band’; the other 
couples ‘Let’s Have Another Cigaret’ 
with the film title song. Jerry Per- 
kins, Buddy Welcome and (Miss) 
Teddy Grace split the vocals on the 
quartet. The same Teddy Grace on 
Decca 1398 vocalizes with distinction 
two foxtrot ditties, ‘Rock It for Me’ 
and ‘I’m Losing My Mind Over You,’ 
both authored by Kay and Sue 
Werner. 

Benny Goodman Quartet (clarinet, 
vibraharp, piano and drums) are 
sweet-swingo with ‘Avalon’ and ‘The 
Man I Love’ on Victor 25644. And 
on Decca 1400, Freddie Fisher and 
his Schnickelfritzers band, from 
Minnesota, cut up with ‘Wabash 
Blues’ and ‘Ding Dong Daddy,’ al- 
though the abstract waxing can’t 
give the proper idea of this band’s 
unique style. 


TRAMPS ’TIL READY 


Pittsburgh Room Opening Delay 
Keeps Stabile on Road 











Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 

New Italian Room of William 
Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, originally 
scheduled to open Oct. 1, won’t be 
ready until middle of month, so 
MCA has arranged series of one- 
nighters for Dick Stabile’s band in 
tri-state area until spot is ready. 

In meantime, Orrin Tucker’s orch 
will stick at hotel’s Urban Roof until 
fall-and-winter room is launched. 

Jack Denny opened two-week en- 
gagement Friday (24) at New ‘Penn, 
moving from there to Chase Hotel in 
St. Louis. He'll be followed at Pitts. 
spot by Carl (Deacon) Moore and 
Harold Stern, each for fortnight’s 
stay. 

Following week’s engagement at 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, Horace 
Heidt goes into Coliseum in nearby 
Greensburg, Pa., for one-nighter, 
Oct. 1, 

Sid Dickler, Pittsburgh leader, is 
running for board of directors of 











Pittsburgh local at coming election. 





















SONG FAVORITES FROM FEIST 


| STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU 


I'D LIKE TO SEE SAMOA OF SAMOA 


MY WALTER PEEP OOCK UNEP HNKOLD SPENA—PHOM WALTER 


MAKE A WISH 


“wy OI ALTER. # WEBSTER VSP osc aR STR ALS—PFHOM KAO-K ADO Pie rt Ke 


JOSEPHINE 


wy 66.t Ss WKAEEN WANE KING. ANE Bt KE 


LOVELY ONE 


HY FRANK LOPRSSEK AST) WANNENG SHEKWIN—FHROMW WALTER W 
® 
AN1) THE COUNTRY’S NO ' SONG HIT BY LEW. BROWN 


THAT OLD FEELING 


FROM WANETER WANGEREH’'S “VOGULES OF 195K" 


LEO FEIST, Inc., 1629 Broadway, New York 


WANGEEH Ss SIND SPREE 


DON’T YOU KNOW OR DON'T YOU CARE 


HY ITKVENG. RAHAT NEP SAMMY OF AEN 


BIVENS 


GOODNIGHT 


ee ee ee | 


ANGPEK'S “VOGEL RS OF 198K 


AND SAMMY AEN 


Yank at Oxford,’ begins in about a 
fortnight. Victor Saville is scripting PUBLISHING COMPANY 
his filmization of A. J. Cronin’s 1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
best-seller, ‘The Citadel.’ ACA BUILDING (RADIO CITY 


Most active at Pinewood is Jack 
Buchanan’s unit, which, in three 
months of formation, has completed 
three productions, with a fourth on 
the floor and the fifth and last of 
the 1937 program to follow. Com- 
pleted are ‘Smash and Grab’ and 
‘The Sky’s the Limit,’ both starring 
Buchanan, and ‘Sweet Devils,’ with 
Bobby Howes. Rene Clair is busy 
directing ‘Break the News,’ co- 
starring Buchanan, Adele Astaire 
and Maurice Chevalier. To come is 
a second Clair production, possibly | 
a tinter. Looking ahead, the com- 
pany has six slated for 1938, with 
John Gielgud in ‘Richard of Bor- 
deaux’ as the first. 

Gaumont-British’s recent activi- 
ties have been confined to this stu- 
dio; finished is ‘Non Stop New York,’ 
a hokum thriller of transatlantic air 
service, and the last Jessie Matthews . 
pic, ‘Sailing Along,’ is now on the HOLLYWOOD SONGS 
floor. Twentieth-Fox is going into ey 
this studio later, but it hardly looks PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen Mar. 


(Continued from page 5) as if the company will have any 
active production there this fall. 





them, too, is the effective invasion of} At the third major U.K. centre, 
the field by Hollywood majors, with| Elstree, Associated British is lin'‘ng 
Warners, Metro, 20th-Fox and RKO-| up a big program for the end of the 
Radio (through Wilcox) already an| year, embracing 10 to 12 productions, 
accomplished fact, and Par expected | but detailed plans are still to be re- 
to weigh in after Adolph Zukor has| vealed. Also in work there is May- 
0.0’d the local set-up. flower Prods., just back from loca- 
Observable as well is the replace- | tion with ‘Vessel of Wrath,” starring 
ment of former leading units by new | Charles Laughton, ‘St. Martin’s 
outfits, which are already springing Lane’ and ‘Jamaica Inn,’ also star- 
into prominence among the top|ring Laughton, are next on that 
rankers in production here. Capitol | unit’s schedule. 
doesn’t live here any more; G-B ap- Smaller Plants 
pears to have no fixed plans after | These three stages therefore ac- 
its. last Jessie Matthews picture is| count for upwards of 30 pictures 
done: British & Dominions is out of | but subsidiary plants like Ealing and 
big scale production, and Criterion | Teddington are also springing into 
has finished what looked to be a| activity, although with productions 
promising career, because Doug 
Fairbanks, Jr. has lost his enthusiasm | unit at the former studio has a full 
for England and is en route back tO| program, which will feature two 
Hollywood. Edmund Gwenn subjects and one 
Instead, the field is now dominated | with the domestic top rank comic, 
by London Films, Herbert Wilcox, | George Formby. 
Jack Buchanan Prods., Mayflower, Warner-F.N. at Teddington aims 
and Associated British, plus frankly | tg spend more on its 1938 budget, 
American units like Metro and the 
New Yorld-20th groups. 





of more modest calibre. Basil Dean’s 


and Jack Warner is expected to talk 
over plans with Irv Asher for more 
The Indies ambitious production, in which top- 


Tagging along behind are Asso-| line Burbank roster players will 
ciated Talking Picts. (Basil Dean), | assist. That again, however, is not 
with a program of more fixed do- | expected to mature before the new 
mestic than international interest; | year, so that otherwise the schedule 
British Lion, whose stake is on| here remains as is. 
similar proportions; and all sorts of British Lion continues to jog along 
individual companies which retain | at Beaconsfield, though the only 
distribution contracts with major | slated subject here likely to inter- 
houses like United Artists or Gen-| est the outside market is a remake 
eral Films. of John Buchan’s ‘Huntingtower.’ 

Survey of activity reveals nine or Only big plant still dark is the 
more productions in different stages| unlucky Amalgamated outfit at 
at Denham. London Films has just | Elstree, whose troubles are still un- 
closed down on ‘The First and Last,’ | solved. Pinewood remains the most 
directed by Basil Dean with Leslie | likely purchaser here, but there’s 
Banks featured; “The Drum,’ Techni- | no deal so far. 
color successor to ‘Elephant Boy’ is 
going along to its close; ‘The Chal- 
lenge,’ recalling the first ascent of 
the Matterhorn, and Merle Oberon’s 
‘Divorce of Lady X’ are both shoot- 
ing. A second Oberon subject, ‘Over 
the Moon,’ by Robt. E. Sherwood, 





starts in a few weeks. ANNOUNCING 
Independently in the same stages, A NEW BALLAD 

New World is finishing its Annabella 66 ’ 

opus, ‘Dinner at the Ritz,’ with an- THERE 5 MUSIC 

other scheduled for the same star 

on her return from the coast, and In MY HEART, 

Sam Engel is already getting down 9 

to the job of starting the first Gracie CHERIE 

Fields subject for 20th, ‘He Was Her By the Ace Writers 

Man,’ in which Victor McLaglen JOSEPH McCARTHY 

will also be spotted. Wilcox’s com- and 

pany is busy with ‘The Rat,’ second JAMES H 

under his RKO-Radio deal; Excel- : seed 

sior has just shot ‘Paradise for Two,’ Destined for Peak 

with Jack Hulbert and Patricia El- Popularity! 


Metro’s Robert Taylor pic, ‘A 





At Pinewood 
















They’re Here 
“Why Talk About 
Love” 

“Big Chief Swing It” 
“The Rhumba Goes 
Collegiate” 

New Songs Hits by 
POLLACK and MITCHELL 
From the forthcoming 20th 
Century-Fox College Musical 


“LIFE BEGINS IN 
COLLEGE” 
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The Year’s Greatest Production Score 


The Hits from the Great American Musical Romance 


“VIRGINIA” 


Now at Radio City’s Center, New York 
Score by ARTHUR SCHWARTZ and ALBERT STILLMAN 


YOU AND | KNOW 

AN OLD FLAME NEVER DIES 
GOOD-BYE JONAH 

IF YOU WERE SOMEONE ELSE 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION e@ 799 7th Ave., New York 
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Crawford Music 


Wednesday, September 29, 1937 











Irving Caesar's Hollywood Trip To 
Explain Songwriters Objectives 








Irving Caesar, president of the 
Songwriters’ Protective Association, 
is flying out to Hollywood at the end 
of this week to address the local 


members of the organization on the 
status of the SPA’s mechanical rights 
controversy with publishers. Coast 
meeting will be held Monday (4) and 
the visit is being made at the invi- 
tation of the SPA officers currently 
located in the film colony. John 
Shulman, counsel for the SPA, is go- 
ing along with Caesar. 

Caesar declared yesterday (Tues- 
day) that the scheduled trip and 
talk had no political significance; nor 
was it being made to hypo the Coast 
SPAites into aligning themselves 
with the eastern members in the 
present wrangle with publishers. 
Film studios are showing a reluc- 
tance to renew contracts with SPA 
writers for fear that the latter’s 
commitments to the SPA may divest 
the studios of many of the rights 
they have heretofore held. 

At Caesar’s invitation Max Drey- 
fus, who controls the Chappell Co., 
Co. and Marlo 
Music Co., made an informal talk 
before the SPA’s executive council 
Monday (27). Dreyfus told why he 
was in favor of a long term mem- 
bership in the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
and also assured the writers that 
every important publisher would 
soon extend their contract with the 
Society for at least another 10 years 
beyond the expiration date of the 
present agreement, Dec. 31, 1939. 





Consistent 





Indxanapolis, Sept. 28. 

Falls City Casino, local ballroom, 

four years old this month, with 
the same band since opening. Six- 
piece combo features Reiff Stuart, 
doubling .on trumpet and sax, and 
Hal Bailey on the bull fiddle. Boys 
e@lso operate the dance hall. 

Unlike other spots of the sort, the, 
Falls City Casino has never hosted 
@ visiting name orch, using the same 
sextet night after night. 


Music Notes 


Sammy Cahn and Saul Chaplin 
have placed ‘It’s the Last Thing I'd 
Do’ with Crawford Music, and ‘Sing 
e Nutty Nursery Rhyme’ and ‘Just 
a Simple Melody’ with Roceo Voeco 
of Warner Publishing Co, 











Cole Porter has turned in to Pro- 
ducer William Anthony McGuire for 
‘Rosalie’ at Metro. Tunes are ‘In 
the Still of the Night,’ ‘It’s All Over 
but the Shouting,’ ‘Who Knows?’ ‘It 
Wasn’t Meant for Me,’ ‘Why Should 
I Care?’ ‘Spring Love Is in the Air’ 
and ‘I've a Strange New Rhythm in 
My Heart.’ 





Vernon Duke leaves for New York 
to score ‘Serena Blandish,’ 8S. N. 
Behrman’s Broadway show, as soon 
as he cleans up George Gershwin’s 
unfinished chores on ‘The Goldwyn 
Follies,’ 





Eddie Ward, Bob Ward and Chet 
Forrest have finished ‘Always and 
Always,” which Joan Crawford 
warbles in Metro’s ‘Mannequin.’ 





Albert von Tilzer, Eddie Grant 
and Harry MacPherson sold four 
songs to Sol Lesser for Smith Bal- 
lew’s starrer, ‘Cowboy in Hawaii.’ 

ey are ‘Drifting,’ ‘Hawaiian Mem- 
ories,’ ‘Riding to the Rhythm of the 

undup,’ and ‘I Left Her on the 
Beach at Waikiki.’ 





Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 
turned in five numbers for 20th- 
¥Ox's ‘Love and Hisses.’ Ditties are 
‘Be a Good Sport,’ ‘Sweet Someone,’ 
Stoadway’s Gone Hawaiian,’ ‘Lost 
in Your Eyes,’ and ‘I Wanna Be in 
Winchell’s Column.’ 





Henry Busse and Harry Kogen 
ave written a tune, ‘Found My 
Ove, to be published by Harms. 


PR. sn and Otis Rene have peddled 
cir tune, ‘It’s Sleepy Time in 


aawaii, to Radio for ‘She’s Got That 
Wing.’ 








" Eddie Ward scaring four ‘A’ pro- 
uctions at Metro, ‘Live, Love and 
earn,’ ‘Navy Blue and Gold,’ ‘The 
St Gangster,’ and ‘Mannequin.’ 


VINCENT RIZZO FINED 


Draws Rap From Union on Under- 
Scale Charge 








Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

Vincent Rizzo, batoneer at Hotel 
Adelphia’s Cafe Marguery, was fined 
$1,000 and expelled from Musicians’ 
Union for six months for paying 
under scale. He had a hearing be- 
fore exec board last Tuesday (21) | 
and a trial on Friday. He was found | 
guilty Saturday. 

Spot is on A scale, with the men 
supposed to be getting $60. A. A. 
Tomei, prez of the Union, said they 
were getting from $45 to $55. 

The band goes out next Tuesday. 
Another one hasn’t been selected yet. 


ASCAP BREAKS 
DOWN ITS NEB. 
TAKE 


Linceln, Sept. 28. 

ASCAP came through this week 
with submission of facts here for the 
three Federal Court judges who 
heard the opening of the case seek- 
ing enjoinment of the legislative act 
passed last spring outlawing the 
ASCAP. Opening of the case was 
in Omaha, Sept. 11, at which time 
orders for factual submission were 
made. 

ASCAP’s report shows that $53,- 
984.33 was paid in 1936 to the 44,000 
composers represented by the So- 
ciety from Nebraska sources alone. 
Of this Douglas county (Omaha) 
paid $22,361.33 and Lancaster (Lin- 
coln) county paid $14,435.55. 

Breakdown shows radio stations 
paid $4,137 each (nine of them); 250 
pic houses, $45 each; 24 restaurants 
and hotels, former $56 each and lat- 
ter $360 each; dance spots, $25 each, 
and miscellaneous, $139. Gene Buck, 
pres. of the society, authored this 
issuance, and judgment will be made 
from it. 

ASCAP wants to have the Ne- 
braska act found unconstitutional. 


Next CISAC Meet im N.Y. 


Next convention of the Confedera- 
tion of the Int. Societies of Authors 
and Composers may be held in N. Y¥. 
during the late spring of 1938, Mo- 
tion to extend an invitation in that 
direction is slated to come up at 
next Thursday’s (30) meeting of the 
board of directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. 

This year’s gathering of the per- 
forming rights’ organizations was in 
Paris. 

















TIFF PATCHED UP 


George Piantadosi Returns te Words 
and Music, Ine, 








George Piantadosi returned to his 
post of general manager of Words 
& Music, Inc., last week after a two- 
day walkout resulting from financial 
differences. Johnny O’Connor, head 
of the firm, subsequently explained 
that Piantadosi had been induced to 
stay on with the organization indefi- 
nitely, 

W. & M. started operating last 
year with five band leaders as the 
partners. Latter group, consisting 
of Paul Whiteman, Fred Waring, 
Guy Lombardo, Abe Lyman and 
Jack Denny each put up an initial 
$5,000. It is said that Waring has in 
recent months done most of the 
additional financing. - 

Following Piantadosi’s return his 
professional staff became minus one 
man, Eddie Kelly. 





L. A. DROPS BIZ REP 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
L. A. musicians union voted Mon- 
day (28) to abolish the office of busi- 
ness representative. 
New resolution passed calls for the 
president to appoint four members 





to work under his jurisdiction as 
replacement for ousted office. 





MUSIC 








When Does He Sleep? 


Paris, Sept. 21. 

Busiest man in town at pres- 
ent is without doubt Bernard 
Helda, baton-swinger. 

1, He leads his own band at 
the Ritz every night between 
nine and midnight. 

2. He broadcasts five times a 
week around the noon . hour 
over Poste Parisien and Radio 
37. 

3. He is singing nightly and 
playing with the band at the 
Casanova, winding up around 
dawn, 

4. He is making four appear- 
ances a day at the Paramount 
with Fred Adison’s band, sing- 
ing and playing a guitar. 


Berlin $15,000 Claim Is 
$11.25 as Finally Paid 
By Bankruptcy Referee 











Craze Does Not Coincide 
With Tune Clicko 


Dance 





It’s been historic that with every 
new dance craze, the popularity of 
the songs coincides with the vogue 
of the new terps. To wit, the 
Charleston, Black Bottom, etc. The 
exception to every rule arises cur- 


rently with the quick demise of the 
sundry ‘Big Apple’ songs, although 
the dance, if anything, is growing 
in popularity because of its freakish- 
ness. 

But both the Crawford and Mills 
songs have failed to catch on. 


AVAILABILITY 
COMMITTEE 
HUDDLE 


Publishers availability committee 
of the American Society of Com- 
ceive a check for $11.25. Out of his | posers, Authors and Publishers met 
claim for $754, E. B. Marks will get | yesterday (Tuesday) to sift the mass 
$5.65, while Mills Music, Inc., which | of protests lodged by publishers 
gave $3,585 as the amount due, is | against their current availability rat- 
down for $26.89. ings. With the Society’s royalty dis- 

Fred Engel has meanwhile re-| tribution coming due next week, 
turned to the lyric business on his | this committee must revise or attest 
own, making it a combination of| the availability allocations by the 
film fan mag and current song re- | end of the current week. 
leases. Committee was expected to make 
several adjustments to avoid threat- 
ened litigation over alleged political 
biases shown in determining the 
availablity standings. Among the 
strong, left Monday (27) for Holly-| firms which at the last meeting of 
wood to meet the bandleader who is} the committee put in a demand for 
on his way there from Dallas. an increase in availability points 

Armstrong goes to work in Bing| were Santly Bros.-Joy, Select Music, 
Crosby’s next, ‘Badge of Policeman|Inc., Joe Morris Music Co., and New 
O’Roon,’ which is due to roll Oct. 1.| World Music Co. 


Inside Stuft—Music 


Music publishing business is defined broadly, save for the several indie 
firms, into three major groups: Warners, Robbins and Dreyfus. WB con- 
trols Witmark, Harms, Remick and T. B. Harms Co, Robbins has the firm 
of that name, Feist and Miller with picture company affiliations embracing 
Universal, Metro and 20th-Fox. Max Dreyfus’ firms are Chappell, Craw- 
ford, Marlo, and a piece of T. B. Harms Co. (sharing in Jerome Kern’s 
interest), plus the George Gershwin Pub. Corp., a subsid of Chappell. This 
differs from New World Music Co., another Gershwin unit, subsid of 
Harms. 

In view of the fact that Max Dreyfus is still also committed contrac- 
tually to Warners until 1939, under the original deal when WB bought out 
Dreyfus’ companies and then placed him in executive supervision thereof, 
the trade persists in its belief that a more than casual affinity exists be- 
tween the WB and Dreyfus groups, despite their supposed competitiveness. 
This belief is heightened by the fact that A. M. Wattenberg is attorney for 
both Dreyfus’ own firms and also is on the directorate and attorney for 
WB’s Music Holding Corp., which embraces all groups, 

















Bankruptcy of Engel-van Weis- 
man, Inc., song folio publishers, was 
cleared up Monday (27) when Irwin 
Kurtz, referee in bankruptcy, signa- 
tured an order approving the allo- 
cation of dividends made by the 
trustee, Frederick E. Goldsmith. The 
payoff to general creditors amounted 
to % of 1%. 

Irving Berlin, Inc., which put in a 
claim for $15,000 when the Engel- 
van Weisman nickel-folio idea blew 
up a year ago, will today (Wed.) re- 











Armstrong with Bing 


Joe Glaser, manager of Louis Arm- 














Mechanical rights bureau of the Music Publishers Protective Ass'n ex- 
pects to develop a new source of income for copyright owners as the result 
of discussions now going on with laboratories which do recording for com- 
mercial slides. These companies would be charged a flat rate of $15 per 
number, 

One of the outfits which stencils spiels that go with the slides figured 
that it could give the stuff more listener appeal by interpolating some 
music. In taking up the matter with Harry Fox, MPPA gen. mgr., this 
company urged that the fee stipulated be a reasonable one, since the cost 
would have to be absorbed by the recording laboratory, 





The Al Jolsons (Ruby Keeler) are sponsoring a studio connection for 
Bobby Crawford, erstwhile music publisher and it may be that, because 
of Miss Keeler’s new contract at RKO, Crawford will assume music super- 
vision of her first musical there. 

Miss Keeler and Mrs. Mary Crawford are a familiar Hollywood twosome 
and among the topflight femme golfers in show biz, and Jolson-Crawford 
are old pals. Jolson has long felt that the ex-music pub belonged in Holly- 
wood on production. 





Current advertising campaign of Oldsmobile includes the giving away 
of sheet music copies of ‘In My Merry Oldsmobile.’ Original order placed 
with Witmark, copyright owner of the old tune, is for 100,000 copies. 

Witmark is making it a specially arranged edition, with a modern fox- 
trot scoring augmenting the music as originally printed. Oldsmobile fs 
describing it as a 40th birthday souvenir, 





‘Whispers in the Dark’ was written two years ago by Leo Robin and 
Frederick Hollander. In the meantime it had been collecting dust on a 
shelf at Paramount. 

Song was Christopher Columbused two months ago and spotted into 
‘Artists and Models’ by Abe Frankl, shortly after he came in from Famous 
Music for just such work, Famous publishes It, 





Metro included by error ‘You Made Me Love You’ @ Didn't Want to 
Do It)’ in the cue sheet of ‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ as ‘Dear Mr. Gable.’ 


VARIETY 4% 





Music Code Hearings Next Monday (4); 
Indie Pubs Fear Film Domination 


‘BIG APPLE’ BREAKS RULE] 


Advocates of a code of fair trade 
practices expect to have a delega- 
tion of at least 30 publishers on hand 
when the conference on the proposed 
pact opens before the Federal Trade 
Commission in Washington this Mon- 
day morning (4), Effort is being 
made to have the pubs bring along 
their professional managers so that 
some of these can testify as to the 
dire need for suppressing plug brib- 
ery if their jobs are to be preserved. 

Publishers who are unable to at- 
tend or send representatives have 


been urged to write the FTC abou. “ 


their wishes for a code. Where the 
opposition is figured to come from 
at the conference are small indepen- 
dent publishers who hold that any 
restrictions imposed on them could 
only serve to further the dominance 
of the music industry by motion pic- 
ture producers. These smallies are 
expected to charge that major indie 
pubs are forced to favor a code for 
fear of reprisals that producer-con- 
trolled reps on the directorate of 
the American Society. of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers may take 
against them. 

Whatever opposition there is to the 
issuance of a code by the govern- 
ment it is generally conceded that 
FTC will find that majority opinion 
in the industry favors such Federal 
supervision and the exploitation evils 
as practiced in the music business 
are contrary to the public’s interest. 


PROTEST GERSHWIN 
TAX IN CALIFORNIA 


Abraham Rosenthal, of counsel 
representing the estate of the late 
George Gershwin, has gone to Cali- 
fornia to contest the state’s tax 
claim against the composer's posses- 
sions. State contends that Gershwin 
was a resident and, if that is proved, 
the estate is subject to a percentage 
of the residue, 

His mother, Mrs. Rose Gershwin, 
who will receive the entire estate, 
since the composer was not married 
and left no will, claims her son 
never relinquished his residence in 
New York and that his legal address 
was there. 











Wayne King’s Big Opening 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 

New record for Palmer House Em- 
pire room was made last Saturday 
(25) night at the Wayne King open- 
ing. Besides King and his orches- 
tra, Veloz and Yolanda were adver- 
tised, as guests. 

Official figures show 815 people at 
the tables, and more money spent 
than on any other single evening 
since room opened, in May, 1933. 
Attendance record is held by Veloz 
and Yolanda, who, in 1935, pulled 
1,153 persons, but the take was less 


than King’s, minimum being $1 per - 


person less then than at present. 





Columbus Is Open 


Columbus, Sept. 28. 

Three band openings last week 
threw into high gear the downtown 
dine-and-dance season here, Bob 
McGrew opened at the Neil House, 
Ernie McKay returned to Louis Yee’s 
State Restaurant, where he had a 
six months’ run last winter, and Don 
Chiesta pried off the lid in the Hotel 
Virginia’s Cavalier Room. 

Grady Mullins’ Southern Gentle- 
men are current in the Deshler Wal- 
lick Hbtel. 





PAR’S MAGYAR TUNER 


Hollywood, Sept. 28. 
Laszlo Halasz, Hungarian com- 
poser, dickering for a music spot at 
Paramount, 
Salzburg Festival maestro left for 
St. Louis to conduct opera series. 





Hygo Musical Bankrupt 

Hygo Musical Products Co., Inc., 
120 West 48th street, through its 
president, Hyman Goldman, filed a 
petition in bankruptcy in N. Y. Fed- 
eral Court Friday (24) fixing liabili- 
ties at $1,652 and assets at $200. 
Among creditors listed for an un- 
named amount is Jack Schwartz 
Music Co. on two claims for alleged 





‘You Made Me’ is published by Broadway Music Corp. and Joe MeCarthy 
and James V. Monaco co-authored this song many years ago. For the film | 
it was given a topical treatment as Judy Garland sings it. 


music patent infringements. 
These cases are now pending in 
U. S. District Court. 
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Walgreen on Stores Claim Clerks Peddled 


Pirate Songsheets Sans Authority 





Attempts are being made by two 
store chains and a magazine distrib- 
utor to settle suits brought by the 
Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
tion in connection with the three- 
some’s alleged sale of contraband 
songsheets. The litigation, involving 
the W. T. Grant and Walgreen Co. 
stores and the Ginsberg News Co., 


which distributes in Westchester 
County, N. W. and lower Connecti- 
cut, is the result of the MPPA’s lat- 


est drive to suppress the sale of 
_. bootleg lyric folios at street corner 

gir neighborhood magazine stands. 
I In the case of Walgreen’s chain 
officials claim that clerks put the 
contraband publications on _ sale 
without the knowledge of the reg- 
ular purchasing agents. Damages 
being asked of the Ginsberg outfit 
is $37,000. Latter states that it or- 
dered 5,000 copies of a folio but re- 
ceived only 2,500 for distribution. 

Arthur Hoffman, the MPPA’s chief 
investigator of bootleg song sheets, 
extended the drive last week to up- 
per Connecticut. With the aid of 
local authorities, Hoffman confiscated 
thousands of the folios on news 
stands and in magazine stores in 
Bristol, New Britain, Plainfield and 
in Norwalk and South Norwalk. 


9100 Hoof at 90c 


Kansas City, Sept. 28. 

All time house attendance record 
and his own existing record was 
shattered by Bepny Goodman and 
his band at the Municipal Auditor- 
ium here yesterday (26) when 9,100 
paid admissions at 90 cents tops were 
recorded at the door. 

Date is part of the Jubilesta cele- 
bration booked by MCA. Show is 
under the direction of W. H. Stein, 

,7- C.’s frere. 


























Season’s Loveliest Ballad 


MOON AT SEA 


DREAMS FOR SALE 


Two Songlorious Hits 
from GB's “GANGWAY” 


With JESSIE MATTHEWS 


Lord and Lady Whoozis 
Moon or No Moon 


Pmery Deutsch’s Swing-Jingle 


HE’S A GYPSY FROM 
POUGHKEEPSIE 


Will Hudson’s Latest Hit 


YOURE MY DESIRE 


Pinky Tomtin’s “Top Tune 


I'M JUST A COUNTRY 
POY AT HEART 


















Mis Music, tne. 


1o1? BROADWAY Maw yoar, ™. Y. 




















| Kavelin Back in New Yok 
After Two Years on Tour 


Albert Kavelin is back in N. Y. | 
after two years of road work. He’s | 
rehearsing an augmented band of 15 | 
pieces. Changing style from the 
sweet syncopation formerly dished | 
to newer swing. 

During its tour the original 10- 
piece band played at the Blackstone 
hotel, Chicago; the Mark Hopkins 
hotel, San Francisco; Book-Cadillac, 
Detroit, and the Detroit Athletic | 
Club. 


Sally Rand As 


Ballroom 


Attraction 


Omaha, Sept. 28. 

Sally Rand and Don Peebles orch 
showed at Peony Park last Saturday | 
as first of list of name attractions to | 
be brought to Omaha dance spot on | 
new policy this season. Fanner and | 
orch on one night stand basis for | 
sizable guarantee and percentage 
was somewhat of experiment for 
Park. Nothing of this size in name 
attraction has been seen at Peony | 
previously. 

New policy involves hop in ad-| 
mish from buck per couple to $1.10 | 
per head, but effective only on nights | 
when name stars offered. Mac Mc- 
Illwain, brought in from Kansas, re- 
mains for fall season as m.c. 

Policy calls for names at least} 
once per month, perhaps more often | 
during winter spell. 











Dick Himber at Essex, N. Y. 


Dick Himber’s orchestra opens at! 


the Essex House, N. Y., Oct. 15, suc- 
ceeding Nat Brandwynne, who shifts 
to the Hotel Pierre where Harold 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are cumputed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (Sept. 19-25.) 


*Roses in December 
(terlin) 

*Have You Any Castles, Baby? 
(Harms) 

*That Old Feeling 
+. e@isi) 

*Whispers in the Dark 
(sa amous) 

*Moon Got in My Eyes 
(> elect) 

Se Many Memories 
(~haniro 

My Cabin of Dreams 
(iserlin) 

Can’t Stop Me From Dreaming 

*Blossoms on Broadway 
i’amous) 

First Time I Saw You 
iSantly-Joy? 

One Rose Left in My Heart 
(Shapiro) 

*Remember Me? 
(Witmark) 

*Can I Forget You 
Chappell) 

So Rare 
(nobbins 

Vieni Vieni 
«Witmark) 

Moonlight on the Highway 
(Morris) 

*Stop Breaking My Heart 
(bk amous) 

*I Know Now 
iRemick) 

Me Myself and I 
(Words end Music) 

Moon at Sea 
(Mills) 

*Ebbtide 
(Popular) 

*Afraid to Dream 
(Miller) 

Caravan 
(Exclusive) 

Stardust on the Moon 
(Marks) 

*Loveliness of You 
(Miller) 

* Indicates filmusical song. 
+ Production Number. 











‘Louisville Summer Spot 


Revamped for Winter 


Mike Riley returns to the Gypsy 
Village, Louisville, Ky., Dec. 1 for 
30 days on his fourth return date at 
the spot within six months. 

Formerly a summer spot, the Vil- 
lage has been redecorated and 
primed as an all-year location by 
Walter Linton, operator. Biz over 
the summer prompted change in 
policy. A WLW wire has also been 





Nagel has been holding forth in N.Y. | set up. 


Himber’s last hotel work was at} 
the Ritz-Carlton, N. Y., having been | 
on the air principally for Stude- 
baker and now for Lucky Strike. He | 
will have Stuart Allen featured with | 
him. 


Riley went in first in early July 
and has been back twice since then 
during August and September. His 
winter stint will be followed by Don 


Bestor, Johnny Hamp, Reggie Childs, 
jet al. for CRA, 





Bessie Smith, Colored, Whose Discs 


Sold 4,000,000 in 


5 Years, Dies at 43 





Bessie Smith, who died in Mem- 
phis last week at the age of 43, 
rated as tops among race record 
sellers. The accumulated dise turn- 
over of her ‘I Got the World in a 
Jug,’ ‘Weeping Willow Blues’ and 
‘Haunted House Blues’ have never 
been excelled, with Frank Walker, 
responsible for her discovery, esti- | 
mating that in the aggregate over 
4,000,000 of her platters were sold 
between 1924 and 1929. 

Walker, at the time recording 

















~~ | Robbins Music Corporation 








BROWN and FREED Score Again! 
“Broadway Melody” is the Biggest and Best in the Series j 


Here Are the Hits from “Broadway Melody of 1938” 


YOURS AND MINE 
I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION 
YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY 
EVERYBODY SING 





Their Newest 


* 799 7th Ave., New York 














manager for the Columbia Phono- 
graph Co., found her singing in a 
small colored cafe in Selma, Ala., 
(pop., 200). 
brought her on to New York and 
after a period of instruction and gen- 
|eral piloting, he started recording 
her. The following year Walker put 
her in vaudeville, where she earned 
|as high as $2,500 a week and be- 
| came certain of a 40-week route at 
a minimum of $1,500 a week. 

While the blues singer was at her 
height as a money maker, Walker 
induced her to let him put aside a 
percentage of her earnings. After 
he had saved $75,000 for her, she 
insisted on having it all back. Within 
a few weeks she had squandered 
every dollar of it. Hers has been 
a hand-to-mouth existence for the 
past few years. 

She married a colored Philadel- 
phia police sergeant, Jack Tee, dur- 
ing one of her vaude tours, but this 
| alliance lasted but a few years. Four 
| other colored race singers of the 
| same surname developed reps in the 
| same field. They were Clara, Mamie, 
Benny and Trixie Smith, none 
them related. It was with Clara that 
| Bessie Smith occasionally appeared 
in vaude and sang duets for records. 





This was in 1923, He | 


On the 


Upbeat 





Nilo Menendez rhumoa orchestra 
goes into the new Havana-Madrid, 
iN. Y. nitery Oct. 1. 


| 





Eddy Rogers band succeeded Cor- 
nelius Codolban in the Rainbow 
Grill, N. Y. 








| Paul Tiesen crew opens the winter 
the Grill and Palm Court 


Commodore, N. Y. 


season in 
|of the Hotel 


| Sept. 30. 





Andy Iona booked into Club Marty, 
Los Angeles, by Rockwell-O’Keefe. 

Will Hollander replaces Peter Kent 
at New Yorker hotel, N. Y., Oct. 8. 

Joe Venuti switched to Rockwell- 
O’Keefe management. 





Woody Herman opens at Norman- 
| die ballroom, Boston, Oct. 1 with a 
hecicas weekly NBC wire. 
| Emery Deutsch preems at Detroit's 
| Book Cadillac hotel, Oct. 13. 
| Lee Shelley into Roosevelt hotel, 
| New Orleans, Sept. 39. 











Bob Sylvester stays at Seven 
| Gables, Milford, Conn., for an indef 
|engagement after opening Sept. 25 
|for Harry Moss’ Associated Radio 
| Artists. 





Mal Hallett plays one of ‘the’ 
dance dates of the season for Vir- 
| ginia Military Academy’s first an- 
nual dance Oct. 8 and 9, 





season at the Southiand Cafe, Bos- 


| Bianche Calloway stays the entire 
| ton, 


Has a Yankee net line. 





Paul Tremaine opened at the Stork 
Club, Providence, R. I, Sept. 25 for 
ROC. 





Archie Bleyer going to Hollywood 
next week for radio work. 





Clyde McCoy opens at the Palo- 
mar, Los Angeles, Oct. 6. His next 
stand will be the Trianon ballroom, 
Seattle. Gus C. Edwards booked, 





Harold Knight orch out of the 
Adelphia Hotel, Philly. Replaced by 
Max Essner. Vincent Rizzo outfit 
remains to play the show. 





Art Shaw opened season Sunday 
(26) at Hamilton Park, Waterbury. 
Russ Morgan in Oct. 3. 














Del Bryson band played Playland, 
| Rye, Saturday, and Ritz ballroom, 
Bridgeport, Sunday. Auditioned for 
MCA Monday. 





Paul Whiteman will play for the 
Washington State college homecom- 
ing dance at Pullman, Wash., Oct. 15, 
night before the W. S. C.-University 
of Washington traditional football 
battle. 





Johnny Long opens at the Copley 
Plaza hotel, Boston, Sept. 30 for 
MCA. 





Orrin Tucker preems at Edge- 
water Beach hotel, Chicago, Oct. 13. 





Red Norve and Mildred Bailey into 
the St. Francis hotel, San Francisco, 
Oct. 7. 





Bob Chester has been set by Rock- 
well-O’Keefe for four-week stands 
at the Van Cleve hotel, Dayton, and 


the Detroit A. C. Van Cleve open. 
ing is this Friday (1). 





Nat Brandwynne replaces Harold 
Nagel at the Pierre hotel, N. yY,, 
Oct. 24, 





Harry Candullo stays at Arrow- 
head Inn, Cincy for an indef run: 





Leon Navara and Rita Rio into the 
Hollywood, N. Y., Oct. 2 for CRA. 








Don Bestor opens at Cocoanut 
Grove, Reading, Pa., Oct. 13. 
Chick Webb, set as first New 


Year’s Eve engagement at the 
Regiment Armory, N. Y., Dec. 
CRA. 


Tist 
31 by 





Clyde McCoy being one-nited to 
the Coast by CRA for Gus Edwards. 
Band opens at the Palomar ballroom, 
Los Angeles, Oct. 6. 





Dan Austin band has had its con- 
tract renewed for another six 
months at Donahue’s_ restaurant, 
Mountain View, N. J. Unit clears 
over WNEW, New York. 





Ruby Newman follows Al Dona- 
hue into the Rainbow Room, Radio 
City niterie, Dec, 31. 





Jimmy Dorsey will play a one- 
nighter at Valley Dale, Columbus, 
on Sunday, Oct. 3. 





L. A. Goodwin, trombone player 
with the Johnny Fielder orchestra, 
San Antonio, is in Dallas attending 
the Southern Methodist University. 





L. (‘Blackie’) McRoberts, trum- 
pet player, now with Alice Grobe 
band in San Antonio, Tex. 








GORDON and REVEL 


CLICK AGAIN WITH 


This sensational score for 
Darryl Zanuck 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox production: 
“You Can’t Have 

thing” 


AFRAID TO DREAM > 


THE LOVELINESS 
OF YOU 


YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EV’‘RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US 
--WE'RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 








Every- 








eUendenenantaney 


oir 





A New Hit on the Horizon 


ONCE IN A WHILE 


MAicver Music, [nc. 


1270 Sixth Avenue s New York 
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ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 











THE SEASON'S BIGGEST SONG HIT 


SO RARE 


Most Played — Most Sold 
Deservedly Topping All Lists 


® 799 7th Ave., New York 




















THE HIT 


SONG FROM RKO’S LATES 





T MUSICAL, “THE LIFE OF 


THE PARTY'’—NO. 1 


ON THE AIR 


ROSES IN DECEMBER 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


799 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK ? 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prot. Mar. 
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VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 





K C. Jubilesta’s 10G's Good, But 


Not Enough to Keep Out of Red 





Kansas City, Sept. 28. 

During nine days of Kansas City’s 
fall festival, Jubilesta, which bowed 
out Saturday (25) approximately 
200,000 people attended. The huge 
Muny aud housed three productions 
which were shown simultaneously. 
Vaude in the arena grossed $75,000; 
the ‘Desert Song’ in the Music Hall 
touched $14,000, and the ‘Ice Follies’ 
in the Exhibition Hall skimmed to 
a beautiful $12,000. Making a total 
gross of something over $100,000. 

Nut has been variously estimated 

as being between $115,000 and $150,- 
000, probably being actually nearer 
the former figure. Music Corpora- 
tion of America furnished talent and 
produced the vaude sector for $60,- 
00. 
’ Biggest draws were Wednesday 
and Thursday with Buddy Rogers 
orch and Edgar Bergen sharing bill- 
ing. Approximately 50,000 - people 
smashing the wickets. Bergen didn’t 
blow in town until time for first 
evening showing Wednesday. Said 
he didn’t know he had an opening 
matinee. Disappointed matinee 
crowd used same pasteboards for 
evening show. Coin refunds made 
were under $200. 

Benny Goodman closed the Jubi- 
lesta Saturday night with a dance. 
The dance was the only Saturday at- 
traction. Goodman grossed $7,200 at 
a 90c top. 

No industrial exhibits were in this 
year. Last year that section grossed 
$35,000 and kept the venture out of 
the red. This year $35,000 guarantee 
by business men will make up for 
that loss. 





Marion Jordon Wows 
"Em in Wheelchair 
At St. Leo Show 


St. Louis, Sept. 28. 

Marion Jordon of ‘Fibber McGee 
and Molly’ did a p.a. Sunday (26) 
night at the Municipal Auditorium 
from a wheel chair while Dr. L. E. 
Friedman and a nurse watched from 
the wings. She became ill a few 
hours before show time at the Hotel 
DeSota. Audience was not told how 
sick Mrs. Jordon was but were ad- 
justed to the wheel chair by an ex- 
planation of a sprained ankle. With 
her husband she wowed ’em with a 
12-minute routine. 

Event was promoted by Larry 
Sunbrock, president of the National 
Radio Artistes Assn. Show grossed 
reported $7,648 from nearly 15,000 
attendance, with hillbilly acts from 
KMOX, WIL, KWK, St. Louis, and 
WSM, Nashville, rounding out show. 


JOE BESSER HEADING 
‘CANDID CAMERA’ UNIT 


‘Candid Camera Capers,’ musical 
revue unit produced by Bobby San- 
ford, is being agented by Harry 
Romm and set for RKO routing next 
month. Piece is travesty on candid 
camera craze with special book, 
lyrics and music by Ken Nichols. 
Costuming by Mahieu and special 
scenery by Kaj Velden. 

Joe Besser heads cast, which in- 
cludes Boyce and Ladd, Louise 
Sherry, Sybil Kaye, Diane and Du 
Val, Jack Starr, Hanako Sisters and 
Charles Bourderer’s orch. Also a 
line of 16 girls. 

When going, unit will have its own 
@dvance men and will effect ticups 
w.th local kodakeries. 


Lita Chaplin to Head 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ Unit 


Matty Rosen and Bill Miller are 
Producing a unit, ‘Broadway Merry- 
80-round,’ which opens at Fay’s, 
Philly, week of Oct. 15. Lita Grey 
Chaplin and Don Cummings are al- 
Teady set, with several acts yet to 
ve added to the roster which will 
include 16 line girls. 

Another new unit is ‘Carroll’s 

ampus Cuties,’ which opens this 
a with a split at the Majestic, 

aterson, N. J., and proceeds next 
~semaa to Fay’s, Philly. Produced by 
— Carroll, lineup includes Sue 
yan, Mack Bros. and Rita, Shay 


and Grafton, 5 Royal Hawaiians and 
a line of girls, 
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MRS. JEAN MALIN’S U. S. 
TAX LIEN; STILL IN JAIL 


Lucille Malin, wife of the late 
Jean Malin, femme _ impersonator, 
who was killed on the Coast a few 
years ago, was slapped with a lien 
for Federal income tax Friday (24) 
by Internal. Revenue Collector. Jo- 
seph P. Higgins. The government 
claims she owes it a total of $24,115, 
including fine and interest. The 
amount covers the years 1932-1936. 

In 1936, Mrs. Malin in December 
last was sentenced to two years and 


fined $2,000 on her plea of guilty to 
violating the white slave law. Her 





Jail at Caldwell, N. Y. 


NAME BANDS 
SPOTTED IN 
CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 28, 
Nitery biz on the upbeat, this burg 
is going in for its all-time-high 
dance music season. 
Main battle of bands will be be- 
tween the Netherland Plaza and the 
Hotel Gibson, 


Former hospice opens its swank 
Pavillion Caprice Oct. 7 with Jimmy 
Dorsey’s orch. First night couvert 
will be $4 a person, including sup- 
per, Regular charge will be $2 mini- 
mum on Saturdays and $1 other 
nights. In Ralph Hitz’s National 
Hotel Management chain, its book- 
ings are through Rockwell-O’Keefe. 
Dorsey’s stay is for two weeks, with 
an option for two more, 


Newly-opened Beverly Hills, back 
of Newport, Ky., gives Greater Cincy 
its third casino-nitery. Spot has 
Barney Rapp’s New Englanders in- 
def. Arrowhead Inn is _ playing 
Harry Candullo’s orch. Lookout 
House has Herbie Holmes’ band. 
These places have the ace floor 
shows locally. 


Castle Farm, suburban dine and 
dance spot, operates only Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday nights, with 
constant changes of road bands. 

Greystone ballroom, pop dansant 
in Music Hall, plays traveling bands 
over week-ends and occasionally 
through the week, 

In addition, the town is sprinkled 
with many old and new minor cafes 
that. play local musicians, in com- 
binations ranging from three to a 
dozen pieces. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 














Coming and going: Jean Platzman, 
Fritz Heidelberger (N.Y.C.), here 
ogling Mrs. Eugene Platzman, wife 


of the music arranger...Roland R. 
Cooper, cousin of Garry, Lake Plac- 
iding...Gertrude Broderick back to 
N. Y. C. after a successful summer 
ozoning here...Joseph (Hawaii) Tio, 
who was at the Will Rogers, is New 
| York City bound...Mrs. Wm. 
| ‘Mother’ Morris to N. Y. C. to bring 
back Morris office ‘muggs’...Pat 
Galvin of Rochester, N. Y., here 
ogling a future spot...Harold (W. B.) 
' Rodner here lock-seeing at the Will 
| Rogers...A. B. Anderson to Water- 
|town, N. Y., managers’ meeting... 
| Arthur Alverez, local radio announ- 
cer, to Rochester for that station try- 
out...Bert Ford oil-tanking in 
southern waters...Jimmy Marshall 
rushed back here for emergency 
treatments. 

Bob Burk, newcomer at the Will 
Rogers, hits with his new song, 
‘Strange Loneliness,’ which he wrote 
while bedding. 

Those who remember Ethel Clouds 











at the Will Rogers hospital here. 
Mark Vance, who is bedding at the 
Will Rogers, doing nicely. 
Write to those whom you know in 
Saranac and elsewhere that are sick. 





present address is the Essex County ; 


should drop her a line of good cheer | 


New 14th St. Nitery 


Dan Christie’s Little Old New 
York, first American nitery to open 
in the 14th street area in more than 
a decade, will make its premiere 
over 14th street's Crystal Palace, 
Oct. 1, with a lineup of old timer 
entertainers consistent with the 
spot’s name. 

Show will include the Original 
Dixieland Jazz Band, Joe Howard, 
Eddie Leonard, Lea Barbera, Arthur 





| Behim and a Florodora Sextet. Spot 


has an NBC wire and was booked 
by Billy Jackson. 


No. Carolina Kids 
Still Going Nuts 
Over Big Apple 





Manteo, N. C., Sept. 28. 


City Big Apple addicts, whose 
ideas of newest stomp-and-wiggle 
dance are borrowed from _ pro 


troupes appearing on circuit or at 
popular niteries, should go south to 
get the real dope. 

Small-town kids of high school 
age are the real performers, display- 
ing near genius in inventing steps 
and playing up local angles with 
words and gestures. North Carolina 
shore has proved mecca for Big 
Appleists, -with youngsters cashing 
in on Roanoke Island pageant, ‘The 
Lost Colony,’ to add to zippy reper- 
toires. 


Dance is practiced nightly, in all 
spots along the shore, with summer- 
long pageant—commemorating first 
colonization of America and birth of 
Virginia Dare, first U. S.-born white 
child—contributing new gags. 


‘Looking for the Lost Colony,’ in 
which dancers shuffle, shading their 
eyes Indian fashion, is popular num- 
ber. ‘Rocking Virginia Dare,’ a 
circling stomp with arms cradling 
imaginary infant, rates second in 
dance appeal. Chorus of Redskin 
war whoops from an Indian dance 
number in the WPA pageant has 
given moppets a theme song for 
their caperings, with ‘rah-rah, wah- 
hoo-hoo!’ replacing customary ‘Praise 
Allah!’ 

North Carolina kids—particularly 
those living in desolate shore region 
—are taking Big Appling seriously. 
Dance is often done barefoot by 
groups of 14-year-olders, in general 
stores, bowling alleys and other 
places having nickelpianos or vic- 
trolas. Very few radios in those 
parts. 

More precocious native youngsters, 
who have the price to visit the local 
nitery, get slightly wacky on potent 
North Carolina brews, before dance 
gets hot. Required to bring their 
own liquor, under N. C. law, drink- 
ing habits of the younger set show 
same originality as their dance in- 
ventions. 


Indecent Show Charge 


Tulsa, Sept. 28. 

Charges filed against J. R. Cauble, 
manager of the Roxy, and three en- 
tertainers, Jackie Morton, Kenneth 
Cantrell and Mrs. Cantrell, follow- 
ing a raid on the theatre, have been 
continued until Sept. 30. 

Entertainers are accused of giv- 
ing an indecent performance. 
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Renewing Drive on Niteries: 


Chorus Equity s Line Jurisdiction 





N. Y. WALDORF’S $4,500 
SHOW AT $2.50 COUVERT 


For fall opening of its Sert Room, 
the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., is 
spending about $4,500 for entertain- 
ment consisting of two acts and two 
bands. It’s an all-high for the inn 
which is also considering upping the 
couvert to $2.50 daily. Latter move 
will be regulated by other openings 
which Waldorf will use as a gauge. 
The $2.50 formerly prevailed on 
weekends and holidays. 


Show opens Oct. 21 when the Star- 
light Roof does seasonal fold. The 
Hartmann, Eve Symington and Leo 
Reisman and Xavier Cugat bands 
hold forth. Edgar Bergen and 
Charlie McCarthy will be added to 
the show later in: the season but will 
not open with room’s preem. Addi- 
tion of ventriloquial twain will cost 
about $1,000 more. 


RKO'S $1,500 FOR 
ANN CORIO, 
STRIPPER 


Ann Corio, burleycue stripteaser, 
makes her vaude debut at RKO 
Keith’s, Boston, Oct. 14, at a salary 
of $1,500 for the week. Emmett J. 
Callahan, her husband and manager, 
had asked $2,500 but compromised at 
latter figure when assured of addi- 
tional RKO dates if Miss Corio dem- 
onstrates b.o. on the solo’ Boston 
date. Deal was set between Calla- 
han and Bill Howard. RKO booker, 
last week. 

A unit with line girls will be built 
around Miss Corio’s strip specialties. 


STANLEY, PITT, AGAIN 
GETTING NAME BANDS 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 

Fright tossed into Stanley, WB de- 
luxer, at scarcity of b.o. stage names 
has temporarily disappeared, with 
Harry Kalmine, zone manager, lin- 
ing up enough attractions to see site 
through October at least. Horace 
Heidt is current and following him 
Buddy Rogers comes in. He’s booked 
without a band and will work on 
stage with house’s regular pit crew. 
On game bill are Mitzi Mayfair and 
Judy Starr. 

Week of Oct. 8, Xavier Cugat 
comes back for first engagement here 
since March, 1936, when he was 
caught in big flood and lost more 
than $10,000 worth of instruments 
and arrangements. Shep Fields is due 
in next stanza for second visit here 
in four months and then it'll be Ted 
Lewis again, likewise doing a quick 
repeat. 

Nothing definite in sight after that 
until Nov. 12 when Fred Waring’s 
ore plays its first stage date here in 
five years at top salary. Stanley’s 
even shelled out for a band show. 

















Battle of the vaudfilmers looming 


|in Reading, Pa. this fall with the 
| Rajah, indie spot which was once 
the Keith house in the town, re- 


inserting flesh to buck opposition 
Warner's Astor. 

Vaude was returned by Warner’s 
to the Astor several weeks ago on 
a Friday-Saturday basis only. In 
jumping into competition, the Rajah 
will use flesh three days weekly, 
opening shows on Thursdays to get 
a beat on the circuit house. 

Already both spots have lined up 
much more expensive and larger 
|shows than towns of Reading’s size 
|}have been wont to play regularly in 
recent years. 

When the Rajah brings’ back acts 
on Oct. 7, a five-act bill will lead off, 








Rajah, Reading, Adding Vaude To 
Give Oppesish to Warner's Astor 


including Henry Armetta, 3 X Sis- 
ters, 3 Kitaros, Balabanow flash turn 
and Sid Marion. Warner's will 
counter with Neila Goodelle, Titan 
trio, Bob Hall, and the Mann, Du- 
pree and Lee flash, plus a local band 
on the stage. Following the opening 
battle in the war, Warner’s has the 
California Collegians playing against 
Mal Hallett at the Rajah. 


What is equipping both sides to 
get acts and bands is that Eddie 
Sherman is handling the Rajah 


against the Warner office. Sherman 
also has Fay’s, Philly, in opposish to 
WB's Earle. With a total of 11 weeks 
playing time through indie spots in 
the east. Sherman can buy acts away 
from Warner's, which currently has 
but four weeks and two days. 


American Federation of Actors is 
renewing its drive to bring niteries 
under its jurisdiction and under 
closed shop regulations. Organizers 
for AFA have been propositioning 
nitery ops in New York and other 
key cities premise that such 
an arrangement would work to ad- 
vantage both Some of the 
smaller niteries around N. Y. signed 
closed shop agreements with AFA 
| last season but with change of man- 


tagements and other shifting scenes 
} 


upon 


ways. 





most wandered away from arrange- 
ment and now the work of organ- 
izing has to be done all over again. 

AFA bait is that with closed shop 
effective niteries would have protec- 
tion all around on contract-jumping 
and other inconveniences. Those 
signing would have to post bonds 
covering two weeks’ salaries for per- 
formers, operate with a two weeks’ 
notice clause in closing acts or 
shows, much in the same order as 
obtains at Equity for legit shows. 
Rehearsals also would be curtailed 
to maximum number of weeks 
rather than. unlimited rehearsals 
which currently obtains. 

French Casino and Leon & Eddie's 
were signed yesterday (Tuesday), 
by the AFA. International Casino, 
the Hollywood Restaurant and the 
American Music Hall had already 
been pacted. Negotiations are being 
carried on with the Paradise, 


Contracts in all cases call for 
recognition and closed shop, $40 a 
week minimum, the checkoff and a 
no-doubling rule by which man- 
agements are prevented from work- 
ing a performer in two spots for a 
single week's wage. 

With closed shop edict of AFA on 
acts, chorus jurisdiction of the 
nitery shows would naturally go to 
Chorus Equity. If it provides em- 
ployment for its unemployed mem- 
bers latter would welcome new out- 
let if not the headaches attendant 
thereto. With jurisdictional change 
giving AFA control of New York 
burleys, Chorus Equity inherited 
jurisdiction over choristers which 
had formerly been held by Bur- 
lesque Artists Association. Latter 
has provided plenty of headaches al- 
ready with Equity choristers finding 
burley a new kind of show business 
for them and none willing to par- 
ticipate in the bare-chest tableaux 
and romps, and therefore the acqui- 
sition of this field of show business 
has meant nothing to Chorus Equity 
other than induction of stooge cho- 
rines into organization, many of 
whom don’t belong in show busi- 
ness. 





Chorus Equity’s Stance 


Mrs. Dorothy Bryant, head of 
Chorus Equity, was never too san- 
guine about taking over the burleys. 
She knew things wouldn’t jell and 
far from welcomed the _ inherited 
headaches. Burley ops, too, have 
been given the runaround through 
the deal claiming that members of 
the B.A.A. would not go for the 
double dues nick and vamped to 
out-o-town stocks where neither 
AFA nor Chorus Equity has juris- 
diction. Another mixup that would 
practically call for a double scale in 
Chorus Equity has provided addi- 
tional headaches. Regular road 
scale for legit musicale is $35. Bur- 
ley roadshows claim they can’t stand 
the gaff and are paying girls on road 
$26 until if and when Chorus Equity 
adjusts matter. 

With AFA organizers canvassing 
the nite clubs on the closed shop ar- 
rangement it is expected that organ- 
ization will call a general meeting 
of the nitery ops latter part of next 
month. What happens then will give 
a good idea as to whether or not the 
niteries can see any advantage to 
AFA affiliation or closed shop. 





B’klyn Strand’s Vaudfilm 
Idea Cold; Fox, Too, Chills 


Proposed vaudfilm policy for 
Strand, Brooklyn, is now definitely 
out. Unions wanted minimum termer 
rather than stagger plan that had 
been submitted. 

Return of flesh at the Fox, Brooke 
lyn, was also stymied for same rea- 
son. Latter house, however, cone 
tinues its weekly ams, with occae- 





sional pro guesters, which seems 
okay with the union crafts, 
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Night Club Reviews 





COTTON CLUB, N. Y. 


The third edition of the ‘Cotton 
Club Parade’ in its transplanted- 
from-Harlem location to the heart 
of Times Square takes its place 
alongside of its predecessors as a 
fast, somewhat frenzied, over-danc- 
ingest but, in toto, satisfying colored 
revue. That it’s overboard on hoof- 
ing is a common failing of Negro 
floor shows, and is explained away 
by the obvious fact that any ‘serious’ 
singing doesn’t seem to be accepted 
by the ofay trade; also a fast dancing 
pace is most consistently successful 
formula. 

As a sidelight on this, one won- 
ders what would be the result if 
they ever got away from the same 
routine of torrid terping; a coocher 
(usually backgrounded by a Congo 


-»amotif ); double-entendre lyrics 
(Ethel Waters started that vogue, 
and that takes in all the sundry 


switches on the ‘Pool Table Papa’ 
school of lyricizing); a ‘new’ dance 
(Suzi-Q, truckin’, peckin’, etc.); and 
the cavalcade of standard Negro fol- 
de-rol. But Herman Stark, impre- 
sario of the Cotton Club, both ap- 
town and in midtown, has found 
from many years of experience just 
what pays, so what price glory? 
Cab Calloway works like the tra- 
ditional trojan in keeping things to- 
gether. 
band, he’s omnipresent throughout 
the proceedings, m.c.’ing, clowning, 
dancing, hi-de-hoing and pacing the 
entire show. He’s a veritable main- 
stay of the whole works. With the 





Besides heading his name} 


sudden scram-out to Hollywood by; 


Bill Robinson, the Nicholas Bros. 
were impressed into service and 
young Harold Nicholas was assigned 
the yeoman task of co-starring with 
Calloway. The 16-year-old tapster, 
of inherent ‘cute’ personality, is a 
precocious trooper, and save for the 
fact that he’s been around these 
parts a bit too much—lacking the 
vintage qualities which makes such 
vets as Bojangles acceptable at any 
time—he sustains his end handily. 

Avis Andrews, prima; Mae John- 
son, comedienne a la Mae West, and 
clicking with a Westian specialty, in- 
cidentally; Tip, Tap and Toe, tip- 
top terpers, doubling from the Para- 
mount on Broadway; the Tramp 
Band, again the stand-out novelty 
of the evening; The Chocolateers, 
corking comedy male trio of dancers; 
James Skelton, vocal number-leader; 
Freddy James, hoofing specialist; 
Dynamite Hooker, ditto; Will Vo- 
dery’s Jubileers, vocal choir (Vodery 
also did a sterling job with the en- 
tire musical supervision and orches- 
tration); Shorty Snowden and his 
Lindy Hoppers; Engagi, ape-man; 
Princess Orelia, Pete & Co., Cuban 
rhumba-Congo dancers; Tondelayo, 
coocher; and the Calloway and Ar- 
thur Davy’s orchestras round out a 
full and, betimes, fulsome entertain- 
ment. Lots of quality, but too much 
quantity. It should be pruned, al- 
though at the premiere both halves 
were merged into almost a two-hour 
revue. 

ga 4 Davis and J. Fred Coots 
again have contributed a_ strong 
score, of which ‘Harlem Bolero’ 
(new dance), ‘Tall, Tan and Ter- 
rific,’ ‘Go South, Young Man,’ ‘Night- 
fall in Louisiana’ and ‘Always in 
the Mood for You’ are highlights. 

The tramp band (their version of 
*Caravan’ is a wow) with their kazzo 
swingo were a particular click along 


with the 3 Chocolateers, whose 
eccentric comedy  peckin’ and 
mugging registered. Harlemesque 


Shakespeare (‘Hi-De-Ho Romeo’ by 
Calloway and Mae Johnson) is a 
tossup for inclusion, if it’s a matter 





for pruning. It tends to slow down 
the show: 

Noteworthy in the production in- 
vestiture is a costuming that would 
do credit to a Broadway show. 
Frances Feist’s designs and Ver- 
onica’s execution of the costumes 
are signally noteworthy. Al Rich- 


ards and Leonard Reed did the 
dances, also OK. The copper- 
colored gals are nice collectively 


and include several lookers. There 
are 16 ponies, six chorus boys and a 
dozen showsgirls. 


Harry Sobol put over a Holly- 
wood preem for the Cotton Club 
with calcium, etc., unusual for a 


nitery opening. Same $1.50-$2 table 
d’hote dinner policy and no-couvert 
thereafter. Spot has the capacity, 
the name power and general impres- 
siveness of show values to continue 
grossing as importantly as in the 
past, Abel, 


CIRO’S CLUB 
(LONDON) 
London, Sept. 16. 


Ciro’s Club reopened for the regu- 


|lar season with a program made up 


of Jack Harris’ band and Milton 
Douglas. Very smart audience 
seemed to be equipped with inordi- 
nate appetites. Difficult to account 
for this, other than the fact that the 


food is superior to most night spots, 
better served and with more atten- 
tion to individual tastes. 


Besides wining and dining and the 
20-minute turn of Milton Douglas, 
the evening is devoted entirely to 
dancing, with music provided by 
Harris’ excellent orchestra. There 
is a certain sameness about the 
music, it is mostly swing, and there 
is a notable absence of plugging of 
pop ditties. 

Douglas bills himself as ‘American 
Song Stylist. Originally opened 
here at the May Fair hotel, then 
came to Ciro’s, where he scored so 
successfully as to warrant his re- 
engagement this season. He pos- 
sesses a good baritone, clear enun- 
ciation, and a rhapsodical method of 
delivery, all of which makes for a 
personality which is not used to the 
best advantage, because of the selec- 
tion of numbers. However, Douglas 
has been taken up by society and is 
being paid handsomely for private 
entertainments. 


Curious people, these Britishers. 
Imagine asking for old numbers in- 
stead of listening to a new lot. If 
Sophie Tucker returned tomorrow, 
the first night audience would de- 
mand ‘Yiddisher Momma,’ etc. Jolo, 


DAVE HARRIS’ 


(BAYSIDE, N. Y.) 

Dave Harris used to be a standard 
vaude act, did a bit of song-writing, 
and was one of the top song-plug- 
gers around some years ago. Now 
he’s running a sort of roadhouse on 
his own, one of the few spots on 
Long Island's north shore, and doing 
quite well. 

It probably comes as something of 
a surprise to realize how many 
places like this there are around, un- 
sung and unheard of in the general 
run of things, away from the beaten 
track, but quite important in the 
local communities and making pleas- 
ant headway. Thus, Dave Harris’ 
spot is not likely ever to get notice 
or attention in the general N. Y. 
trade channels, and the regular 
night-club habitues are not likely to 
hear of it. But in Bayside, or Flush- 
ing, or spots like that (which, hard 
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as it is to believe, is still New York 
city) it is w.k. and Saturday night 
is whoopee night and no kidding. 

It’s a rather large, Colonial-man- 
sion style house that Harris has. 
There’s a nice bar and a big room 
seating a couple of hundred or so, 
if full. No cover, but a $1 minimum 
tap, a good four-piece orch and a 
floor show which is above average 
only because it includes the work of 
Harris. 

Night caught the show consisted of 
Lee Lane, a dancer along usual 
nitery floor lines, Peggy King, an- 
other such, and Helen Kearns, a 
lass who sings those naughty songs 
in that so-you-get-what-I-mean man- 
ner. For Bayside these songs are 
pretty shocking; in Harlem they 
would pass as just average, on the 
suggestive line. But Bayside loves 
it. She was distinctly the hit of the 
show. Harris writes most of her ma- 
terial. 

Ray Reynard, fiddler, leads the 
orch and sings now and then. He 
has a pleasant croonerish voice and 


doubles into the floor show. Har- 
ris completes the unit. He is still 
a powerfully-lunged gent. He gives 


out a lot of swing now, and not bad 
at all. If you’re not careful, he'll 
also bust into ‘Mandalay’ and things 
like that, but that’s your own fault. 
And a request from the audience for 
‘Yankee Doodle Boy’ found him 
miraculously equipped with a flag, 
a hat and a stick. But he does that 
well, and he works hard and long. 


standard; he knows his biz. 


The food is not at all bad and the 
liquor seems to be okay. 


go mildly wild in, and not far from 
home, so that the missus can still get 
back at about midnight and drive 
the maid home. In suburban life 
that’s important. Kauf. 


LA CONGA, N. Y. 


Biggest musical effect on America 
in the past five years has been the 
rhumba, and while it took a few 
years to make its impression indeli- 
ble on the populace, it’s now burst- 
ing into fl bloom with a number 
of Cuban and Latin niteries. Scat- 
tered heretofore in the nether 
reaches of near-Harlem or Green- 
wich Village, Club Yumuri’s signal 
click in midtown Manhattan over a 
year ago showed the way. Now 
comes La Conga, and still to come 
is the Havana-Madrid, also in mid- 
town, with some of the personnel 
ir amaanae from El Toreador up- 
own, 


La Conga looms as the El Mo- 
rocco of the Cuban-Latin niteries, 
situated on two floors in the former 
Cafe Basque and Caveau Basque (for 
a time also known as Le Boeuf sur le 
Toit, until the Paris nitery enjoined 
the billing), with a smart atmos- 
phere which, if maintained, should 
find wide appeal. The drawbacks 
for the McCoy Latin-American pat- 
ronage is that sometimes the Har- 
Tem influx asserts itself, because of a 
predilection for the Spanish motifs, 
and that’s usually the beginning of 
the end, 


Just as Eliseo Grenet has become 
a name maestro lure for the Yumuri, 
La Conga has two crack bands in 
Jose Escarpanter, noted Cuban 
pianist, and his Havana orchestra, 
and Ramon Littee for the Argentine 
tempos. Panchito Riser, Hilda Sala- 
zar and a trio augment vocally. 
There is no other fioor divertisse- 
ment and none is needed for the 
drop-in, no-couvert, no-minimum 
policy. Both bands are exceptionally 
worthy and the word-of-mouth 
should spell strong b.o. 


Miguel Roldan from Yumuri has 
moved over with the new syndi- 
cate, which includes Oscar Roche, 


Martyn, Wall streeter. 





MAYFAIR CASINO 


(CLEVELAND) 
Cleveland, Sept. 27. 


mistic impresario in Cleveland to- 
day is Nate Weisenberg, who, after 
dropping $300,000 into Mayfair 
Casino in last two years, spent an- 
other $35,000 in revamping it for 
last week’s reopening. 
Sportsman-backer was badly burnt 
on big name bands in 1936, but still 
is sold on flashy novelties and girl 
shows. After two weeks of darkness 
for redecorations, he swung open 
his 2,500-seated theatre-cabaret ‘with 
Jack Osterman topping a Fanchon & 


tail room, 

First two performances had four- 
fifths of tables filled, partly because 
of Osterman’s comeback rep and fact 
he comes from nearby Toledo. 
Comedian brought in from New 
York Mirador Club is m.c. for Gae 
Foster chorus of 12, headed by Eve- 
lyn Farney, tapper. Freddie Gray. 
Jr., blackboard mental wizard, also 
in 45-minute revue. 

. Mayfair goes Hawaiian this season 
in a big way, from coconuts to leis. 





Dozen gals in native costumes toss 


And there’s no doubt about it; he’s | 


But what | 
counts is that it’s a pleasant spot to | 


Biggest, most persistent and opti- | 


Marco unit plus John Hauser’s orch | 
on stage and a new Hawaiian cock- | 
| Fritz 
Fleischmann. 


NEW 


ee 


ACTS 





AURELIO COLUMBO 
Songs 
Arcadia Restaurant, Philly 


ah appealing manner. 


places as she gains experience. 
Turn includes . several songs, 


it’s a clicker now, 


though f : 
improved if varied 


would be 





Mexican warbler has a lovely so- 
prano voice, looks, taste in duds and 
Has a bit to 
learn both in singing and showman- 
ship, but has what it takes to go 
yf 
Give My Heart’ being the standout. 
Also a pair of Spanish numbers. Al- 
‘Heart 
in 
|tempo and if the chirper’s enuncia- | 





tion were improved. However, she’s! 


|okay for the best niteries and also 


| looms as a future pic bet, Hobe. 


| MARK PLANT 


| Songs 
7 Mins.; One 
| State, N. Y. 


pictures, in Winter Garden 


and in niteries. 


hardly miss. 
sonality okay. | 
Acts, as his missing from the files. 


|cent feature release on one, “That 
Old Feeling,’ is hardly necessary. 
Singer struck oil with 


here but no show-stopper. Char, 





Nitery Placements 





Culver City, Cal. 

Eugene Jarvis, Eugene’s Bagdad, 
Hollywood. 

Anne Crosby, Clara Bow’s It cafe, 
Hollywood. 

Frank Gallegher, Swing club, Hol- 
ly wood, 


Angeles. P 

Jack Kendle’s orch, Palomine cafe, 
San Fernando Valley, Calif. — 

Manuel Contreras and his NBC 
Latin American orchestra with Con- 
chita Marteniz at the Aldridge, Mc- 
Alester, Okla. ; ‘ 

Three Peppers, song trio, Hickory 
House, N. Y. 

Edythe Wright, singer; Three 
Esquires, vocal trio; Jack Leonard, 
Hotel Commodore, N. Y. - 

Anna Kouznetzova, singer; Russian 
Art Restaurant, N. Y. ; 

Manchito, singer, Club Yumuri, 


i. ie F 

Paul Taubman and William Adler, 
concert duettists; Ralph Napoli, 
singer, Hotel Ambassador, N. Y. 

Georgie Tapps, dancer; Diamond 
Bros., Readinger Twins, Paradise 
Restaurant, N. Y. 

Armando and Fleurette, 
team; Billy Gilbert, Mario’s Mirador, 


Cas Franklin, baritone, Chase 
Hotel, St. Louis. 

Jean Sargent, Pierce and Rolland, 
Ross Irwin, McDonald and Ross, 
Mayfair club, Boston. 

Francis McCoy, Karre Le Baron 
Trio, LeRoy and Sharp, Nancy 





Royal Frolics, Chicago. 


MacNaughton, dancer; Grace Mor- 
gan, Ruth Long, Sing Trio, Loretta 
Keller, Le Mirage, N, Y. 











latter around every stray neck, with 


also of the Yumuri, and Robert A. | Esther Shaw as the hula queen. 


South Sea Island effects were de- 


Prime motif is Cuban-Spanish cui- | signed by W. R. Ferguson to brighten 
sine and vintages but not limited | formerly cold foyer. 
thereto although the daiquiri is the | Street, giving gawkers an eye-full of 
piece-de-resistance, as to be expected. | Tass rugs, chef in window kitchen 
The upstairs room (street floor) is | case, palm trees, tropical bar and 
the main cafe and bar: downs!airs | . 
for dancing, etc. It looks like a cinch | Wanders around, while Fred Heikel’s 
click in the N. Y. nitery scene. Abel, |orch stays in lobby’s done-over cock- 


fish bowls. Hawaiian ensemble 


| tail lounge. Totals up to three bands, 
ifive bars and three rooms featuring 
| aitvorens entertainment under same 
roof. 

George Pomerantz, formerly man- 
ager of Palmer’s 
York, succeeds arry Propper as 
|}managing director. Propper, who 
| originally founded the Mayfair, re- 
| signed because of ill health and dif- 
|ferences with owner over policy 
| changes. Pull. 


FEMINA 


(VIENNA) 
Vienna, Sept. 16. 
Mondaine Revue theatre opened 
this year’s season with ‘Garden of 
| Women,’ book by Wilhelm Gymes 


| May. 
Langen, Ruth Staffler, Dorothy Poole, 
Imhoff, Fritz Heller, 


Fritz Heller’s parody of Sascha 


Mark Plant, former football player 
with the robust voice, has been in 
shows 
He is a single in one 
for vaude or picture houses who can | 
Both voice and per? | 

Recorded for New} 


When caught Thursday night (16), | 
Plant did three songs that were) 
chosen to suit his strong voice, the | 
type that suggests operetta qualifica- | 
| tions. Plug for songwriter and _ re- 


audience 


Herbie Kay’s orch, Sebastian’s cafe, | 


Clyde McCoy orch, Palomar, Los | 


dance | 


Healy, Sinclair Sis, Jackie Hilliard, 


Adrian Trio, Kay Tolin, Club) 
Esquire, Toronto. ier 
Peggy LeBaron, singer; Virginia 


It’s open to | 


estaurant in New } 


HUDSON-DeLANGE ORCH. (i3) 
With Betty Allen 

25 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 

Will Hudson and Eddie DeLange 
are much better known in Tin Pan 
Alley circles—radio, recording, mu- 
sic publishing—than to the public, 
This is their stage debut and a sup- 
posed condition of the Par engage- 
ment was that Hudson also conduct 
at least one number. Instead, De- 
Lange maestros (in tails, while the 
rest are in summery mufti) through- 
out, besides doing some of the vocal- 
izing, the latter in a weakish bari- 
tone. Hudson makes no personal ap- 
pearance but is referred to as the 
arranger and co-composer with De- 
Lange of some of their pops. etty 
Allen, vocaliste, also curtsies Hudson 
for his ‘Pop Corn Man,’ a sequel to 
‘Organ Grinder’s Swing.’ Her first 
pop is ‘That Old Feeling,’ not by 
H-DeL. 

For stage purposes, Hudson-De- 
Lange must prove themselves with 
time. The band, per se, is a smooth 
dance combo, running the gamut 
from the opening rhythm number to 
the finale of a real jam session. Es- 
sentially it’s a sweet-hot,- swingo- 
styled combo, personnel comprising 
a sax section of four; five brasses, 
guitar, clarinet, piano. 

DeLange heralds a medley of their 
own songs and after each one takes 
a curt little bow which looks awk- 


| ward and should be eschewed. ‘Soli- 


tude’ is credited to Duke Ellington 


| but DeLange stated he did the lyric. 





| 
| 
| 
| 





| and Hugo Wiener, music by Karl M. | 
In the cast are Hertha von | 


and | 


Guitry and Fritz Imhoff’s parody of | 
| Napoleon drew hearty applause at 


the opening. 


Females are prettier than the 


other, which is the main (perhaps 


| the only) reason why the Femina 
| was able to hold out during the crit- 





ical years. 

Catchy songs .by the house com- 
poser, Karl M. May, are certain to 
become popular. Maass. 


Compared to the big-name band 
lineup at the Par heretofore, Hud- 
son-DeLange don’t compare for box- 
office values as an attraction which, 
of course, explains the augmentation 
with the Yacht Club Boys. The 
band’s Brunswick records have been 
finished technical jobs and_ rate 
among the better-grade waxings, but 
that hasn’t the ballyhoo value com- 
pared to a radio buildup, for ex- 
ample, where H-DeL are still quite 
unknown. The boys’ best trade rep 
are as crack arrangers (chiefly for 
Mills Music) and as songsmiths. For 
stage purposes they have the musical 
foundation but not the allure. Abel. 


BURCH’S CANTON BURLY 


Canton, O., Sept. 28. 

The Grand opera house here will 
reopen Oct. 1 with stock burlesque 
produced and managed by Bob 
Burch, who has operated the house 
for the past two seasons. The com- 
pany is now in rehearsal, cast in- 
cluding Rance and Gordon, Charles 
(Bimbo) Davis and B. Hamp, and 





Gertie Beck. 
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MAYRIS EDWARD 


CAD EY am FOX 


“Artists of the Dance” 


CONCLUDED a record two 
year’s engagement at San 
Francisco’s Exclusive 


CLUB DEAUVILLE 
NOW 2nd WEEK 
PALACE, CHICAGO 


Management MCA 














BILLY COSTELLO 
(Popeye the Sailor) 
Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


NOW COLONIAL, DAYTON, O. 


Week Sept. 25 
Playhouse, Winnipeg, Can. 








Christmas Card Agents 


Large profits easily earned selling 
new 21 Folder Assortment. Sells on 
sight for $1.00. Other Holiday as- 


sortments, Write for particulars. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St., New York, N. ¥- 
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Ft. Worth Fiesta Takes Siesta: 


Workers Getting Ready to Scatter 





Fort Worth, Sept. 28. 


Fort Worth took the show people 
of the Frontier Fiesta this year-and 
the Frontier Centennial last year to 
its heart. 

So when the show closed Sunday 
night (26) after a three-month run, 
townspeople felt a loss. Some of 
the performers left at once, but 
others are remaining a week or 
longer. 

Many of them will begin rehearsals 
soon for Billy Rose’s ‘The Show of 
Shows,’ a road show which is ex- 
pected to take to the road about Nov. 
1. Place and date of opening are 
undecided. 

John Murray Anderson is work- 
ing on the production. Victor Leigh- 
ton will book it and handle pub- 
licity. 

Everett West, manager and star of 
the California Varsity Eight, fea- 
tured at Casa Manana, has been 
signed to a three-year contract by 
Rose and will be featured, in the 
road show. 


Everett Marshall will remain here | 


a few weeks recovering from a bad 
cold. 

Harriett Hoctor will leave at once 
for New York to rest and then will 
head for Hollywood. 

Stuart Morgan dancers, adagio 
team, will leave for one-week book- 
ings in Detroit and New York be- 
fore returning here for ‘The Show 
of Shows.’ 

Grey Downs, Texas Sweetheart 
No. 1, will leave for a try at Holly- 
wood. 

Paul Whiteman and orchestra will 
begin a one-night stand tour with 
Oklahoma City the first spot. Mary 
Frances Roberson, Fort Worth, and 
Leo Herzog, Wichita Falls, Texas, 
dance team, will appear with the 
band at Oklahoma City, 

Hinda Wassau Goes Home 


Hinda Wassau will visit her family 
in Connecticut before resuming strip- 
teasing, 

Larry Lee and his band will make 
one-night stands in Texas. 

Gomez- and Winona, dance team, 
will open at the Versailles Club, 
New York, Sept. 30. 

Three Swifts, jugglers, will open 
Oct. 1 at the Stanley Theatre in 
Pittsburgh. 

Chester Frederick, dancing star of 
Pioneer Palace, will go to New York. 

The Huberts will go into Mae 
West’s next picture. 

Cabin Kids will make two movie 
shorts in New York and then will 
go to Hollywood. 

Dixieland Jazz band, less pianist 
Russell Robinson and bass fiddler 
Harry Barth, will head for New 
York to pick up replacements and 
then to the Club New Yorker. Then 
they will go to the West Coast to 
work in a unit with Ken Murray. 

Charlie King has signed with 
Ralph Hitz of the National Hotels 
Management Corporation to work 
with bands in hotels the company 
operates in the East. 

Manager James F. Pollock and 
Mrs. Pollock will make a trip to 
California. 

Merle Tucker, fiesta radio direc- 
tor, will go to Station KGNC at 
Amarillo until construction of KROD 
at El Paso is completed. He will >be 
manager there. 

Rose will remain here 10 days 
going over production details of the 
road-show with Anderson and Carl- 
ton Winckler. 

Boyce House, publicity director of 
the fiesta, will take a month's vaca- 
tion, 

That ‘Wind’ Suit 


Federal Judge Wilson Saturday 
(25) approved an agreement in a 
Plagiarism suit against Rose where- 
by monies due Rose and the Terri- 
torial Producing Corporation, which 


he heads, from the fiesta will be} 


placed in the court registry pending 
trial of the case, probably in No- 
vember. Money due Rose from the 
Territorial Corp. remains impounded, 
by court order. 

Attorneys for the plaintiffs, Mrs. 
Margaret Mitchell Marsh and the 
Macmillan Company, her publishers, 
obtained court approval for taking 
depositions of witnesses before they 
leave Fort Worth. Suit was brought 
on a charge Rose had used Mrs. 
Marsh’s novel ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
as a basis for an episode in Casa 
Manana. 

Rose had planned to use part of 
this episode in ‘The Show of Shows,’ 
but the suit may affect these plans 
to some extent, 
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Father of Mary Astor asked the 
courts to release her from an ap- 
prentice contract to Harry Durant. 
Then only 17. She was to get $100 
a week. Anything over that gave 
Durant a 25% cut. 





to make pictures. Received with 
wild acclaim, and had to dodge 
party-givers. Her departure less 
spectacular, 





Lionel Atwill, Joe Cook and Vin- 
cent Lopez on the bill at the N. Y. 
Palace made the show so long the 
newsreel had to be dropped. Even 
with that elision the show ran three 
hours and a half. 





Bessie Barriscale topping at the 
Riverside and getting over on her 
picture rep, 





Harry Langdon and Jimmy Savo 
put plenty of comedy into the bill 
at the Palace, Chi. Eddie Leonard 
also on the show. 





Blossom Seeley was back in town 
and at the Colonial, Benny Fields 
still assisting. 





Rochester stock company tried a 





new plan. Rehearsed three days 
and played three. 
Mrs. Florence Couthoui, leading 


Chi ticket spec, planned to incor- 
porate and sell stock. Valued the 
set-up at $2,000,000. Too high. 





Jenie Jacobs sued the Keith set-up 
for $2,000,000 under the Sherman 
act. Charged oppression and dis- 
crimination, 





Trouble with the Shubert units. 
Many of the shows too weak and in 
for repairs. 





Famous Players shares, which had 
been at par, dropped to 94, but 
Orpheum shares went up to 26. Two 
point rise. 





Texas Interstate circuit back to 
two-a-day after trying three. 





Al Jolson checked a fire panic in 
the Apollo, Chi., where he was play- 
ing in ‘Bombo. Electric cable 
caught fire and he kidded the audi- 
ence .while he stamped out the 
blaze. 





Maude Adams credited with the 
invention of a lighting system to 
permit more illumination in pix 
houses. Never did much with it. 





Slimly-attended Equity meeting 
proved to be a hot number with the 
charge that the yearly loss was in 
excess of $50,000. 





Shift in N. Y. cricks took Wooll- 
cott from Times to Herald, Mantle 
from the Mail to the News, Law- 
rence Reamer to the Sun. 


Werba’s Sunday Vaude, 
Maybe Also in Newark 


Werba’s, Brooklyn, inaugurated 
Sunday vaude policy this week (26) 
playing eight acts and pix. House, 
former burley, plays $1 top legits 
during week with vaude shows for 
Sundays only, booked direct. 

Vaude is being talked for the Shu- 
bert, Newark, currently playing road 
legits which, if set, will go in Oct. 10. 
Shubert is under lease to Jules Lev- 
enthal, who would retain for vaude 
spotting his legits at the Broad in- 
lctead. If deal for latter house fails 
to materialize for Leventhal it may 
be taken over by Wilner & Callahan, 
operators of 42d Street Apollo, N. Y., 
for burlesque. 


D. C. DEAL LOOKS COLD 
Deal whereby Max R. Wilner and 
|Emmett J. Callahan were to have 
| taken over Rialto, Washington, D. C., 
| looks cold for now, with house prob- 
ably booking concerts and occasional 
legits via the Jules Leventhal $1 top 
| circuit. 

Callahan and Wilner were to have 
taken over house this month, but 
with a few wrinkles yet to be ironed 
out are none too sanguine with bur- 
ley in its present state. 














Pola Negri arrived on the Coast | 


Hirst Circuit 


Week of Oct. 3 


‘Pageant of Folly’—Hudson, Union City. 
‘Pirate Belles'—Howard, Boston. 
‘Pleasure Mad’—'Troc, Philadelphia. 
_ ‘Babes With Charms’—Gayety, Wash- 
ington. 
‘Foot Balti- 
more, 
‘Stage Scandals’—Capitol, Toledo, 
‘Bozo Snyder’—Roxy, Cleveland. 
‘Cupid's Carnival’—Gayety, Cincinnati, 
‘Jolies Begere’—Casino, Pittsburgh. 
‘Beef Trust’—National, Louisville. 


Loose Parade’—Gayety, 


‘Say It With Girls’'—Garrick, St. Louis. 
‘Bars and Stripes’'—Rialto, Chicago, 
‘Swing High’—Casino, Toronto. 


‘Gaieties of 1938’—Palace, Buffalo. 
‘Parisian Flirts’—Embassy, Rochester. 


| ‘Meet the Girls’—Empire, Newark. 
‘Moonlight Maids’ — Jacques, Water- 
bury. 

‘Merry Models’—Lyric, Allentown, Mon.- 
Tues.; Orpheum, Reading, Thurs.; Earl, 
Atlantic City, Fri. 





Sat.-Sun, 


| 


MINUTE BOOM 
FOR BURLESK 


Quartet of operating burleys got a 
belated play from the _ visiting 
Legionnaires on last half that is re- 
ported to have made up for their 
ignoring of the shows earlier in the 
week. Visitors enhanced the grosses 
handsomely with Eltinge, Republic, 
Apollo and Oriental giving one and 
two extra midnight shows nightly to 
accommodate the crowds. In all in- 
stances performers also got a break 
through the extra remuneration, 


Biz was mostly at night and the 
later the better, idea being that the 
visitors had plenty of sightseeing to 
occupy them in the daytime and 
early evening. 

From reports, the burley houses 
may have done better from the start 
if the Legionnaires had known the 
spots. The information booth in 
Times Square conducted by the 
Police Department received any 
number of queries as to where's 
Minskys or a hot burlesque show in 
town with coppers following the 
downtown edict and telling them 
burlesque was taboo in New York. 
When they finally found their way 
around they went for shows in a 
big way. 

Despite take being up to expecta- 
tions all around, it was accepted as 
momentary cheer to a previous siege 
of bad biz with burley operators 
reported convinced that they can’t 
operate much longer unless former 
burlesque classification is given back 
and emblazoned on their theatre 
fronts. 








Billy Hexter in Hosp 


Billy Hexter, producer of shows 
on former Columbia Circuit, and 
also burley house manager, is con- 
fined at Polyclinic hospital, N. Y., 
being treated for stomach ailment. 


16 Burlesk Roadshows Poor Biz 
May See Em Dwindling Down to 10 





B’KLYN CASINO GOES 
BLACK ’N’ TAN VAUDE 


Casino, Brooklyn, drops out of the 
Willer-Callahan rotating chain after 
this week (30) with house installing 
combo of sepia and white musical 
for next week opening Friday (1) 
and going stock burley after that. 

Casino had been getting shows di- 





? |rect from Apollo, N. Y., and found 
| | them too heavily nutted for Brook- 


lyn. Although contract arrangement 
had several months to go, cancella- 
tion of arrangement was by mutual 
consent. 

Apollo shows will now go direct to 
Shubert, Philly, also operated by 
Ww-C, 





FRISKY FROLICS 


Buffalo, Sept. 25. 

This show’s really got something. 
In fact, it’s got lots of things, of the 
kind that it takes to make good bur- 
leque. Of the half dozen Hirst bur- 
ley operas so far unveiled here, this 
one is heads and torsos over any. It 
has comedians, a snappy well-drilled 
chorus, some top strippers, and a 
general pace and atmosphere that 
bespeaks good showmanship. The 
girls are better looking and better 
dressed than anything seen here 
this season; they are rehearsed down 
to the last detail; and they act as 
though they enjoy it. Some of the 
ponies personalize the _ routines, 
which is something that hasn’t hap- 
pened in the chorus since Josephine 
Baker zoomed out of ‘Shuffle Along.’ 

The main comedy assignment goes 
to Bob Carney, who works himself 
into a lather, but draws overflow 
returns. Carney started the per- 
formance from scratch without even 
a ripple, but by the time he was 
half way through he had the crowd 
yelling. Working straight, going in 
mostly for monologs and patter, he 
proves himself a showman, if only 
by his good-natured kidding of the 
gang across the footlights. Some of 
it could, stand soap and water, but 
the stags didn’t seem to think so. 
Bert Carr does an effective Hebe 
comic, but his material is too deep 
indigo. 

Bee Palmer is head stripper, with 
two other strip routines going to 
Dianne Johnson and Jane Marshall. 
Miss Marshall looks good enough to 
the boys to draw down an exuberant 
round of applause before the peeling 
even begins. Both girls show some- 
thing new in court plaster. Don- 
nette Delys has a striking contor- 
tionist act which had ’em yelling for 
more. 

This show is a good illustration 
of what a burley producer can do 
even on a shoestring if the keeps 
his mind on talent and not on smut. 
Some of the other operators on the 








wheel ought to be compelled to take 
a look at this performance. But why 
bother? Maybe they might learn 
something. Burton, 








Resolves Into 


AFA’s Attempt to Organize Burlesk 


Much Hem-Hawing 





Meeting called last week by Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors summon- 
ing all members of the Variety Re- 
vue Association, operators of former 
burley houses in New York, to mull 
over new regulations turned out an 
opera bouffe. The hurry-up affair 
was held at the Eltinge, N. Y., with 
about six of the 14 house and show 
operators showing up. After the con- 
clave both claimed victory but who 
really won is anybody’s guess. 

The week previous Harry R. Cal- 
kins, chief organizer for the AFA, 
submitted terms of a new deal of 
operation of the former burleys. 
| Among other things it called for 
| less rehearsal time, two hours sup- 
| per period between afternoon and 
| night shows, 1.30 p. m. curtain time 
lon opening show instead of 12.30, 
| and $1,000 cash bond from each of 
| the houses operating to protect sal- 





aries of member actors. 

After much hemming and hawing 
|a compromise was effected whereby 
| shows would start at 12:45 p. m., with 
|two-hour supper time but no bond 
| matter settled. Group of producers 
_present stated such a matter would 
be prohibitive at this time, admitting 
| all had been taking a beating through 
‘inability to hang the former bur- 
| lesque shingle outside their theatres. 

Matter simmered down to the AFA 
| practically invoking the same regu- 
| lations as had obtained when houses 


were under jurisdiction of Burlesque 
Artists Association. Latter had al- 
ways insisted upon bond but now 
with no bond up and some of the 
burleys paying off thrice monthly, 
instead of weekly, performers and 
chorines are again in the middle 
should any of the houses fold sud- 
denly without payoff. 

Meeting was somewhat of a secret 
but when it leaked the Mayor’s cen- 
sorship committee’ burned at the se- 
cretiveness and not having been in- 
vited to sit in. Latter is reported as 
having retaliated by calling the 
Weinstocks, operators of the Repub- 
lic, and Max Rudnick, operator of 
the Eltinge, down to City Hall for a 
general going-over and a last warn- 
ing to clean up their shows, or else. 
At this meeting, matter of restoring 
burlesque’ classification came up 
again but didn’t get anywhere. M. 
Masterson, head of the censor com- 
mittee, told them he had been work- 
ing on a plan for restoration, but 
their action of quiet conclaves with 
his committee not being called in 
had set that back. 

Calkins is reported as having at- 
tempted to sign houses up for a year 
under new AFA agreement which 
was nixed since AFA was only given 
temporary jurisdiction over the 
houses because of reported change 
of policy from burlesque to vaude 
' revues, 





vv 


Roadshow burleys are in none too 
healthy condition according to re- 
ports emanating from the road. With 
season about a month old and tak- 
ings meager in but a few of the 
stands it looks like a number of ad- 
ditional closings of houses and shows 
within the next fortnight. 

Independent Circuit, operated by 
Issy Hirst, of Philly, started out lat- 


ter part of August with 16 houses 


and as many shows. With recent 
dropout of Gayety, Milwaukee; 
Keith’s, Minneapolis; Century and 


Star theatres, Brooklyn; Palace, Buf- 
falo, and Empire, Newark, on the 
verge, circuit would narrow down to 
10 houses and same amount of shows. 


Out-of-town managers, especially 
those catering to dyed-in-the-wool 
burley fans, claim their patronage 
possibilities have been greatly handi- 
capped by Hirst’s break with Bur- 
lesque Artists Association and swing- 
over to AFA which has compelled 
them to cover up burlesque signs to 
avoid double jurisdictional trouble 
for Hirst. ° 


Former good paying stands have 
experimented with the hybrid shows 
sans classification for the past month 
and are seemingly convinced they 
can’t snare their former customers 
past the wickets, even though shows 
are still burlesque with a new tag. 
They won’t come in to find out. 


A group of the out-of-town house 
ops came to New York this week for 
a conclave with Hirst and left in a 
huff, saying they’d hang out their 
burlesque signs again regardless of 
what agreement he may have with 
AFA and if he didn’t like it he 





could take out the shows. 


Most of the houses already tossing 
roadshows have or will revert to 
stock burley policy. Change will 
considerably slice nut since the Hirst 
shows are geting $1,600 weekly flat 
this season and since they are not 
pulling biz don’* mean a thing. 


House operators claim they can 





install better stock troupes at from 
$1,000 to $1,200 a week and pocket 
the difference. Also when on their 
own they can hang the burlesque 
neons again. 


Nitery Chirper Held 
On Shoplifting Charge 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 
Eddie Knowles, Philly nitery 
chirper, was held in $600 bail here 
last Saturday (25) on a charge of 
walking out of a department store 
with a $110 overcoat. 

According to police he walked into 
Wanamaker’s, slipped off his old 
coat and put on a new one, and 
then sauntered out. Detectives 
shouted for him to stop, but instead 
he also took up the cry, ‘Stop, thief’ 
and began running. He was caught 
after two shots were fired. 
Magistrate Atkinson Costello, in 
holding Knowles, said: ‘I’m sorry to 
see you here, Eddie. You were al- 
ways one of my favorite singers.’ 











Chorines File Claims 
Against Oxford, B’klyn 


First instance of alleged violation 
of an agreement with Chorus Equity 
in connection with ‘ex-burlesque’ 
theatres will be arbitrated. Claim 
has been filed against the Oxford, 
Brooklyn, which suddenly folded. 

One week’s salary for 10 girls is 
sought because there was no closing 
notice. Agreement stipulated one 
week’s notice be given. 





Goodman’s Cleveland Slice 





Cleveland, Sept. 28. 
For Benny Goodman’s one-night 
date at Trianon Ballroom yesterday 
(28), Charlie Horvath hiked his 
prices to a new high after signing 
orchestra to what is a record-topping 
deal here. 

Dance hall’s advance $1 ducats 
were all sold out, and tax at gate 
was jumped to $1.25. Goodman was 
in on a 50% split of gross which, on 





expected attendance, would give him 
‘about $2,300 for the evening, 





wrung t 
eet 


Sa ae 


ore ah SS aise ar eto) 


Senimedii 








_a wiz at acrobatic tap, serves as the 


‘42 minutes welded into presentation 
form and featuring the current pop- 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


With the feature, ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col), taking 118 minutes, the cur- 
rent stage event is inclined to run 
to the skimpy side. What there is 
runs about 20 minutes and makes 
a passable sample of how things 


are put on in the Rockefeller sector. 

House’s producing staff shares 
three items. In the first Florence 
Rogge has her ballet troupe flitting 
through a simple little design with 
a Columbine, Pierrot and Pantaloon 
giving a touch of skittinish humor 
to the eye-enticing proceedings. In 
set, costume and lighting the treat- 
ment of color is typically lavish. 
Marie Grimaldi, George Church and 
Carlos Peterson invest the three 
poetic characters with lots of grace 
and charm. 1 

Jan Peerce, Viola Philo and the 
singing ensemble take over the sec- 
ond item for a melodic ‘measure 
pitched in a sombre mood. The ul- 
tra-modernistic set which goes with 
the vocal passage gives em some- 
thing equally arresting to stare at. 

The few minutes allotted to the 
final number is packed with fast and | 
highpowered action. Anita Jakobi, 





lead-on for the Rockettes. The dance 
that the line smacks out with crack 
precision and rhythmic wealth is 
the same girls recently performed 





-at the International Dance Festival | 
.in Paris. 


Suite from Shostakovitch’s ballet, 
‘The Bolt’ is the symphony orches- 
tra’s contribution for the week, 
while a Disney cartoon, ‘Woodland 
Cafe,’ completes the screen > 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Sept. 26. 
Fast moving and entertaining, the 
stage portion of the Hipp show runs 





ularity of the “Big Apple.” “A line of 


12 nicely costumed girls backs up 
the spliced in specialties of Marjorie 
Gainsworth, legit warbler; Slim 
Timblin in his blackface gagging; 
Billy Spivey and two couples, an- 
nounced as the author and origi- 
nators of the ‘Apple’ dance, and 
Billy Reed, hoofing and m.c. ing 
throughout in pleasing manner. — 

Opening by Reed and the line in 
a well-sold routine to ‘Goona Goona 
and an okay hoofing session by 
Reed, provides snappy start and 
makes ideal spot for Marjorie Gains- 
worth. Here is a nicely gowned, 
well-appearing femme with person- 
ality and a very legit pair of pipes 
who should go places in a big way. 
Did three numbers, ‘Smoke Gets in 
Your Eyes,’ an opera and jazz ar- 
rangement and ‘Italian Street Song,’ 
plus an encore, ‘Indian Love Call, 
ar’ had to beg off. 

F°n number by line next, cleverly 
worked out and artistically lighted, 
with a waltz clog and skating num- 
ber by Billy Reed interpolated, very 
nicely received and perfectly set to 
bring on Slim Timblin in his dark- 
town preacher stuff, a laugh-getter 
from start to finish. Customers liked 
everything Timbiin gave them on 
sh>w caught and he, too, had to beg 
of to permit show to continue. 

Yinale, well worked out build-up 
of ‘he ‘Avple,’ had Reed bringing on 
S»'vey with some questions about 
the new craze, followed by a vocal 
ar? two youthful couples giving out 
with all the gyrations identified with 
the hoofery. Line, Reed, Spivey 
ard the twosomes then go to town 
for the full routine and a very 
sirong series of curtains. 

Film is ‘Something to Sing About’ 
(CN) plus pictures of recent cham- 
pionshiv fights in which local boy, 
Herry Jeffra, won world’s bantam- 
weight tite. Burm. 





LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 25. 

Major Bowes’ Second Anniversary 
Revve, en its second week out, runs 
smoothly and is better than the re- 
ce’ units the tyro impresario has 
s~ . this wey. Pit orch works on 
s' 2 and house provides an attrac- 
ti sotting. 

‘Sow is opened by three boys 
bod as the ‘Southern Gentlemen,’ 
w'> voealize in harmony, and fol- 
l. » with a tap routine. 


but does it well, achieving a very 


throughout show, is spotted next to 


are 


‘Show Me the Way to Go Home,’ 
which nobody questioned. _ 

The nearest thing to a discovery 
in the show is the toe tap dancing 
of Gladys Stewart, who follows Ed- 
munson. She does only one number, 


fast tap rhythm on her toes. 
Sid Raymond, who acts as m. c. 


closing with her partners, Buddy 
Lewis and Herbert Reade, who give 
impersonations. Lewis and Reade 
introduced from boxes, where 
they are given the spotlight to finish 
imitations begun by Raymond on the 
stage. The three then join forces 
behind the footlights to give a quan- 
tity of impressions which include 
Lahr, Joe E. Brown, Chevalier, 
Ned Sparks, Winchell, Ted Lewis, 
W. C. Fields. Barrymore, Durante, 
Robinson, Arliss, Cantor, Laughton, 
and Jolson. 

Eight Big Apples close the show. 
This act is surefire with the audi- 
ence as light sepia boys and girls 
demonstrate red hot gyrations of the 
latest dance craze. 

Picture is ‘Back in Circulation’ 
(WB). First show Saturday had 
standees and waiting line in lobby. 

Kiley. 


FOX, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 26. 
A bill with good possibilities this 
week but goes awry on the routin- 
ing. Band’s 15 minutes. should 
have been saved for the punch. 


However, bandsmen araw the open- 
ing quarter hour and the let-down 
that follows when Capt. Spiller and 
his seals take over is terrific; and 
there’s no recovery. 
Down-front spotting of Gregory 
Harris, sliphorn, Kenny Smith 
canary and two-piano work by Don 
Tiff and Judy Conrad are worked 
into the opener and are sock. The 
band numbers could stand a tempo 
hypo. 
But three visiting acts in currently 
and they’re headed by the Robbins, 
two men and girl. Act as caught 
was hewed to essentials; neat prance 
on and then into speedy series of 
somersaults and flips with fast finish 
with all hands on deck. 
For comedy the bill has Johnny 
Berkes and Isabella Dawn. Only 
thing different about this dumb-guy- 
girl turn is that Berkes lets the 
femme carry the act. Besides en- 
gaging in by-play with Berkes Miss 
Dawn puts her husky larynx to a 
lyric and induiges a high kick 
routine. Berkes’ eccentric soft shoe 
work keeps him in the running. 
Capt. Spiller and seals take a great 
deal of time to get nothing much 
done. Spiller works the mammals 
deliberately. Slowness of the act is 
due to his putting each seal through 
each trick, except the one fin stand. 
The line is seen in two numbers 
one of which may be the ‘Big Ap- 
ple.” Harlan Christie, m.c., sticks to 
pat introductions this trip. Hoyt. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 26. 

Two acts and a band show, with 
no attempt to mix ‘em or dress ’em 
up beyond standard style, give house 
bill that is varied and satisfactory 
but nothing above average. Only un- 
usual touch is in ‘Poet and Peasant’ 
overture, in which house organ is 
used to sock home the finale with 
double effect. 

Opens up with Case Bros. and 
Marie, doing their tight-rope stuff 
in one. Using three walkers in act 
is novel here and customers perked 
up at start. 

Next comes. Hal Sherman. Dead- 
pan soft-shoe tapping, a smooth gag 
monologue and a demonstration of 
truckin’, Suzy-Q and tango, which 
I-created-in-Hollywood, using nut 
titles got him three bows. Panto- 
mime got over through excellence 
rather than novelty. 

Bob Crosby orch takes over to 
wind up show, Crosby warbling, ‘I’m 
the Fella Who Swings the Band’ to 
start things going. Kay Weber 
flounces out-in chiffon party dress 
to cov “Whispers in the Dark’ and 
band gets spot again to pound out 
‘Twilight in Turkey.’ Then it’s ‘Moon 
in My Eye,’ in which Bob does per- 
fect Bing imitation without saying 
so, followed by Red Hutchins and Kay 
Galligher, lanky, bespectacled boy, 
and short blonde gal, who steal the 
show with demonstration of the 





TIozekiai Jones, Negro ventrilo- 
quist. follows, witn his ‘colered 
Ch-rlie McCarthy.’ Patter is very 
p> -, all comedy built on the sup- 

4 theft of $11 from the dummy | 
p ‘oe ventriloquist. Finish is okay 


v 1 Cummy sings ‘Shoe Shine Boy.’ 

» impression of Kate Smith is 
g. -n by Mildred Maye next. She 
h ‘os the illusion by being built 
al .* Miss Smith’s lines and singing 
h - racio theme song, but the vocal 
c ccontion is not so good. 

*2 of the high spots is provided 
by ‘he Seven Philharmonica Riots, 
a :un of boys who shine best in an 
i »ssion of Borrah Minevitch and 
br tascals playing “Limehouse 
FP’ >s.’ They do other pop numbers 
w ““h are also well received. 

“-»my Edmundson uses a black- 
b 1 to illustrate his ability to talk, 
sp | and write upside down and 


b° -verds. He uses stooges entirely 
to -‘ve him the words from their 
_ -1 positions in the audience. 
hi of these feeders have a gag 


twist when spelled backwards. He 
closes with a backward rendition of 


‘shag.’ Latter type of hoofing was 
‘rage among high school crowd here 
six years ago, but hasn't been ex- 
ploited on stage. Kids are intro- 
|dueced by Crosby as couple of ams 
| he picked up on Southern tour and 
| whether they are or not, they are 
| just non-pro enough in their attitude 
,;to wow ’em. Encore is repeat, which 
|indicated to house they were the 
| McCoy and not troupers working a 
new routine. 

Ray Bauduc quits drums to dem- 
onstrate his ‘original Dixieland shuf- 
fle’ to get nice hand, and Bob uses 
guitarist for gag chatter in middle 
of ‘Remember Me,’ which is long and 
flat. Bob Haggart and Eddie Miller 
down front for ‘Man With the St. 
Louis Blues,’ which leads into ‘St. 
Louis Blues’ to bring entire company 
on for finale. Most of act is just 
a band playing smooth rhythm, but 
they went for the kid dancers and 
Crosby’s vocal chords gave the Bing- 
;}minded femmes the next best thing. 
Pic is ‘Something to Sinz About’ 





Wintergarten, Berlin 
Berlin, Sept. 15. 
Wintergarten departs from its 
acrobatic policy this month to the 
extent of importing two girl units. 
One of these, ‘Dagenham Girl 
Pipers,’ opens the show. There may 
be some who can go for raucous 
bag-pipes, eternal drumming and 
marching, but even for them this 
no legs, no looks outfit must be 
pretty dismal. Has it anything to do 
with the w.k. Scotch thrift that these 


lassies don’t wear an iota of make- 
up, not even the street variety? 
Tough as this act is on the ear- 
drums, the orbs, too, come in for a 
few shooting pains. 


Walthon and May in the deuce 
pick things: up with gusto. There 
isn’t anything about equilibrium 


that they haven’t got down pat. And 
can they sell it! Both guys and the 
music are loaded with ginger, One 
stunt is better than the other. Spring 
into the air lands the one on the head 
of the other in a single hand-stand. 
Another spring and they are stand- 
ing head to head. 

Two Tantons, cutting some good 
figures on the balancing pole, click 
nicely. 

Dorian and Peters, with plenty of 
stunts and gags, grab off a hunk of 
laurels. . While the femme clowns 
around, the guy, holding a tray of 
full wine glasses, jumps from one 
table to another, each higher than 
the last. For socko, there is a bar- 
rel on each of the ascending four 
tables, and carrying his partner 
piggy-back, he jumps from one cask 
to the next. 

Claire Schlichting, roly-poly co- 
medienne from the Rhineland, fol- 
lows with fair gags and loads of 
showmanship. 

Freddy Zay in the next niche 
juggles and balances on a high uni- 
cycle. Ace trick is balancing of a 
big table-lamp on his forehead while 
teetering back and forth on a bike 
which is being controlled by only 
one foot. At he same time he keeps 
six hoops going in the ozone with 
another whirling round and round 
on the free angle. Big hand. 

First half closes with an American 
act, Carmen, Beli and Bell. Open- 
ing number, with Carmen looking 
smart in white tails, is a musical 
duo with tap which brought big ap- 
plause. While girl changes, boys do 
an accordeon and cornet combo 
which had to be encored. Carmen, 
in a lovely blue costume and brilli- 
ant studded slippers, does an effec- 
tive toe number which closes the 
act in spite of rousing palm-smack- 
ing. 

Two Lindners have one of the 
Slickest perch acts around here in a 
long time. Their stuff is plenty 
hard, but put over with a laugh and 
a wise-crack that keeps the mob 
howling. 

Rosita Serrano, billed as a South 
American radio star, is posey, ritzy 
and no shakes. 

London Ballet has the wherewithal 
to put it over at this house: ward- 
robe, looks, variations. And it’s artis- 
tic without being arty. Direction is 
fine and costuming well thought out. 
There are six numbers, each with a 
definite coloring, the opening a 
classical dance with girls in white 
pleated Greek dresses, the last a 
can-can done in black. 

Three Loose Screws, well dressed 
chaps doing some neat tumbling ina 
good-humored way, close. 

Instead of the usual newsreel, an 
M.G.M. short with Vera and Alfredo 
Codona is shown in memory of the 
recently dead artists. 





‘FAY’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 


skillfully blended by Manager Sid 
Stanley, in absence of units, which 
house ordinarily uses. 


tory and moves along at snappy pace 
as result of intelligent staging. Biz 
fair when caught. 
Trouble’ (Par). 
House band 

show. M. c. is 
Offers no chirping and makes little 
attempt at humor. Merely intros acts 
in routine fashion. 

ona Leslie, cape dancer, imported 
from Texas Frontier Fiesta, fell flat. 


routine garbed only in 


lon 
cloak. : 


Swings her scenery around 


near end—then 
didn’t elicit 
applause. 
Opener is line of eight gals, Le- 
nore’s Debutantes. 
and lookers. 


plenty. 
much in 


Even this 
the way 


long gowns. 
aud. 


Too slow for 


dian clubs. 
He’s no Kavanaugh. Plenty adept at 


comedy technique. 
the clubs. Did clever 
which put him over well with house 
and brought cal for encore. 








(GN) and biz fair. Craig. 


in brass with some tapping thrown 
in. Worked with clarinets, trumpet 
and sax. Mediocre turn, although 
one Clyde McCoy trumpet sequence 
swell. 

Cass Daily, femme _ chirper, 
couldn’t pull herself from boards 
after three encores, although act not 
ultra-clicko. Does torchy _ stuff. 
Pipes are punk, but gal is okay 
comedienne, which pulls turn out of 
the fire plenty. 

Follows with tapper Jack Sey- 
mour, Debutantes again and then Bo 
Brummels, three - comics who are 
reminiscent of Ted Healy’s crew, but 
work with piano, trumpet and viola. 
Again, not a socko act, but drew 
chuckles. Three Byrne Sisters next 
in military tap. Type of entertain- 
ment very standard, although gals 


| were nice lookers and well dressed 
land as good as any at their specialty. 


Priscilla and Perry Mayo close in 
stooge act with mc. for straight 
man. Gags antique but plenty okay 
for Fay’s aud. Femme end of team 
really has something, leaving part- 
ner trailing. 

Show times 70 minutes. Could 
have been improved somewhat by 
cutting. Herb. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Brightest thing on the Par bill this 
stanza are the Yacht Club Boys who, 
since their sundry chores for 20th 
and Par pix, have become something 
of a film as well as a stage and cafe 
name. Harking back to their 
cinematic backgrounds, the Yachters 
intersperse their novelty lyric dis- 
courses with a nice sense of kidding 
wherein Jimmy Kern has developed 
into a bit of a glib wit with the 
selfjoshing. ’ 

With ‘High, Wide and Handsome 
(Par) on the screen, moved over 
from its $2 try at the Astor nearby, 
the Hudson-DeLange orchestra 
(New Acts) and Tip, Tap and Toe 
round out the stage portion plus the 
Yachtsmen. The colored TTT terp 
trio also hark back to their film op- 

ortunity in “You Can’t Have Every- 
hing’ where they-.came to attention 
with novelty stepping. They’re also 
holding down two jobs this session, 
doubling inte the new Cotton Club 
show. On the Par rostrum, using 
their standard drumhead base, they 
clicked handily. . ' 

Biz good but not big a oT: 

el. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 26. 

It’s been seven years since Horace 
Heidt last hit this spot and from 
the enthusiasm of the mob, he’s been 
away too long and can come back 
as often as he likes. Not in a flock 
of blue moons has the WB deluxer 
ever played host to a more vocifer- 
ous audience. From curtain to cur- 
tain, a span of about 75 minutes 
that seemed only half that long, they 
kept up a machine-gun barrage of 
applause and there wasn’t a num- 
ber in the layout that didn’t rate at 
least three bows. 

Ever since he came out of Cali- 
fornia more than a decade ago with 
an idea, Heidt has been a shrewd 
showman but with experience and 
experimentation has come a _ per- 
fection of that idea. Today the 
husky maestro stands quite alone, 
playing second fiddle to none. 

From the very opening, when the 
full stage reveals Heidt’s 28 hire- 
lings, including three femmes, 
decked out across a terraced plat- 
form, there’s the feel of good enter- 
tainment about the. premises. And 
Heidt loses no time in justifying ex- 
pectations. He's packed his show 
v-th musical excellence, novelty and 
humor, fairly tearing through a rou- 





Stage show here this week mild | 
concoction of vaude entertainment | c 


Pic is ‘Blonde briskly 


set on stage to back outline but making his 


Gal is a looker and does nice terp| with a definitely 


of| clude the Toy 


O'Connor Twins follow in solos/ start. 


tine that hasn’t a solitary soft spot. 

The Heidt formula per se hasn't 
hanged much. It still emphasizes 
youth and. variety, just as it did 
| originally, but now it has polish and 


With nothing | taste wi sacri . 
socko, show nevertheless is sotictase without sacrifice to that all 


ssential campus atmosphere. 

_ Heidt himself is still a self-effac- 

ing leader, doing his announcing 
isk and without embroidery, 

| mixing only briefly in the general 

leadership 


Milton Douglas. | quite evident just the same with the 


thoroughness of his preseniation. He 
permits his specialists to gather the 
glory and thev all come through in 
| great shape. Tops among them are 
Burton Pierce, a classy young hoofer 
Astaireish flair: 





red | Alvino Rey, the electric-guitar wiz, 


and Jerry Browne, the half-pint who 


snappily to let boys know what they; carries most of the comedy. 
may expect, but shows little until | 


Musical novelties that have been 
sure-fire for years and are yet in- 
Band number and 
| that swell ‘Flight of the Bumblebee’ 
| arrangement, with Rey starting it out 


' 


Nicely gammed | as an encore and the band picking | many new tricks. 
In first and finale ap-|it up in sections | 
pearance worked in scanty attire and| then the 
did snappy tap terp. Middle session, | trumpets. 
however, was a pretty ballet turn in| McCoy registers soundly and so do 
Fay’s | specialties of 


first the strings, 
and finally the 
warbling of Bob 


saxes 
Bass 


three King Sisters 
| (the blonde Yvonne looks like crack 


First of acts is pure carbon of Stan | comedy timber); Larry Cotton, Art 
Kavanaugh’s turn with balls and In- | Thorsen, Charles Goodman, Bernie 
Performer is Mel-Oldy.|} Mattinson and Frank DeVol. 


The ‘Heidt of Entertainment’ is 


Picture 
‘Life of the Party’ (RKO), with 
| Dave Broudy overture rounding out 
| bill. Biz phenomenal right from 
Cohen. 


——— 


STATE, N. Y. 


*Vogues’ is indeed a happy choice 
to top the anniversary bill here ang 
did plenty on opening day (23) to 
keep the wickets buzzing. With the 


lengthy film ostensibly the draw, the 
stage show was cut to four acts. 

Carr Bros, and Betty pace with a 
lively routine of knockabout gym- 
nastics handled with ease by the 
male duo and spaced with neat 
dancing by the femme member. 

Bert Frohman follows with a 
pleasant assortment of pop tunes. A 
vet m.c. of the niteries, Frohman’s 
easy manner instantly ingratiates 
him with an audience and his fol- 
low-up vocals hold ’em throughout. 

Lew Parker and Co. tickle ‘em 
throughout. Parker has a glib de- 
|livery and is ably assisted by a 
|femme and deadpan stooge on-stage, 
and the male duo in audience. 

Enric Madriguera and his class or- 
|chestra enliven proceedings in get. 
; away spot, offering a combo of na- 
jtive S. A. tunes and pop swing. 
|Combo features brasses throughout, 
|} toot soothing melodies, with Madri- 
guera doing batoning. Standouts 
are special arrangement of ‘Stardust’ 
and “Satan Takes a Holiday,’ latter 
utilizing trick lighting and _ phos- 
phorescent effects on instruments, 
with the skeleton dance edging off. 
Patricia Gilmore vocal solos ‘Pent- 
house on Third Ave.’ and ‘Yankee 
Doodle Band,” the latter with suf- 
ficient. gusto to build for zippy pro- 
duction number, band backing her. 
Combo results elicited loud and pro- 
longed palmwhacking. Madriguera 
outfit pushes out pleasant enough 
tunery and dansapation to make 
them decidedly at home in a class 
nitery. 





TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 25. 

Eddie Stanley, headliner, was ably 
assisted by Miss DeForest, and she 
is the act. She does a hula that is 
good. Then she peels the golden 
tinted grass. skirt for another 
wriggly dance that hits. Stanley 
thinks folks should laugh at him, 
just looking at him, but no go. Gets 
some of his jokes via the old gag of 
a letter from home, hammers the 
piano as Miss DeForest sings. Neither 
get any place on that. 

Lamont’s Cockatoos do some neat 
tricks on merry-go-rounds and tet- 
ters. One counts a few items by 
ringing a bell the required number 
of times. A good flash. 

Arlene and Norman Selby do acro- 
batic ballroom and novelty dancing, 
interspersing it with a bit of magic 
—cigarette disappearing act—turning 
it into cigar. He blares on a cornet 
as she dances. 

Opening setting is an Irish scene, 
with line as Irishmen and colleens 
doing Irish dances. Green and 
white costumes. Second routine is 
modernistic—té6o slow—with line in 
white and black long dresses. Clos- 
ing setting shows artist’s concept of 
hell, line with horns and fork do 
their dance as Lester Harding, m.c. 
sings ‘Get Thee Behind Me, Satan! 
Stage show tag is ‘Dance Mania.’ 

The best part of the bill is the pice 
ture, ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th), 
Only a fair house on opener. Rose. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


; Chicago, Sept. 26. 

This week’s stage show is an ex- 
ample of what can be done with a 
presentation or vaudeville bili. In- 
stead of taking the easiest way out 
and slapping four or five acts on the 
stage plus a line of girls and letting 
it go at that, the master minds here 
went a bit out of the ordinary and 
have gotten up a bang-up novelty 
bill that will do business and cause 
talk that will accrue handsomely to 
the benefit of this house. 

They’ve got two excellent midwest 
name bands on the stage under the 
novelty billing of ‘The Battle of 
Swing.’ Both the Clyde McCoy and 
the Earl Hines orchestras have real 
following around this section, and 
the two of them together on one 
show rates as an amusement bargain 
that few theatregoers around here 
can pass up. 

Both bands do an excellent job, 
each: getting a crack at swinging it 
down the lane. Had the house 
swaying with the music. For the 
finale there is a smash flash, with the 
| two bands on either side of the stage 
plus the house pit orchestra getting 
| together in a blast of ‘Tiger Rag.’ 

With two such attractions on the 
show, it needed only two acts to 
finish up and round out a good stage 
bill. On first was Ross Wyse, Jr., in 
his ever surefire act. Wyse has gone 
steadily forward and today has a 
turn that is real entertainment from 
start to finish. He handles himself 
smartly, and works will with his 
femme partner who has_ learned 
Were over solidly. 
Will make good anywhere on their 
comedy and knockabout. 








} 
| 


Other turn was a colored dancing 
|} team, Son and Sonny. Regulation 
hot hoofing work that dovetailed 


with the show. Both work fast and 
furious and deliver what's expected 
| of ’em. Others on the show were 4 
|femme singing trio with the McCoy 


| orchestra, and a single, Irene James 


juggling the balls, but entirely lacks | now the Californian’s trademark and | with the Hines band. Okav singin’ 
a oe phe by comes by it honestly. 
it at end, 


| for the situation. M.c. is Dick Were 


| who stays nicely in the backsroun?. 


‘That Certain Wom?! 
Business excellent at the las! 
Gold. 


Picture is 
| (WB). 


' show on Friday. 
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EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 

A capacity house greeted first 
showing of Earle’s new stage show 
which got away under a severe 
handicap, but gave every indication 
of clicking solidly with the patrons 
before it wound up It ran, at this 
performance, just short of an hour, 
which is under average for the 


. Pie feature is ‘The Life of 
ne s party’ (RKO), but audience 
seemed more interested in gory 
newsreel from war-torn Shanghai. 

Mal Hallet and his orch headline 
the bill. Show opened with micro- 
hone trouble, which threatened to 
ust up the hetero proceedings. 

hile orch played its opening num- 
Wi srallet dashed off and on stage 
trying to locate the difficulty and 
have it adjusted. The speaking ap- 
paratus hadn’t been fixed when the 
first soloist, Teddie Grace, came on. 
. Hallet, in introducing her, apolo- 
gized for the conditions and Miss 
Grace, working under these trying 
circumstances, won a nice hand for 
her singing of ‘Dispossessed. 

The mike was beginning to get 
well while Frankie Carle pounded 
out ‘I've Got Rhythm’ and every- 
thing was hotsy-totsy again when 
the orch went into ‘Goona Goo,’ very 
hot and ultra jazzy. Miss Grace re- 
appeared to shout a verse of this 
one with the boys accompanying, 
and she seemed much happier and 
more at ease. ; ; 

The show went into high as far as 
audience enthusiasm was concerned 
with the introduction of 17-year-old 
Jerry Perkins, who warbled the fa- 
miliar ‘Little Gypsy Tea Room, en- 
cored with ‘Where Are You?’, which 
stopped the show and called for an- 
other encore, this time ‘You're Just 
Too Marvelous.’ Lad’s personality, 
plus a smooth * not notable voice, 

rned the trick. 

"Gloria Gilbert, called by Hallet, 
who did what m.c-ing there was, the 
‘dancing top,’ also had the palm- 
pounders working overtime. Clad 
in a striped outfit, Miss Gilbert pre- 
sented a very effective routine, fea- 
turing, of course, the spinni busi- 
ness, both in ee, woe and in a 
all radius, poised on toes. 

es Caenirn and his bass fiddle 
came next, although throughout the 
show he’d been clowning with Hal- 
let and collecting sporadic laughs, 
mostly because of his corpulence. 
His gyrations while supposed to be 
playing ‘Nola’ on the fiddle tickled, 
as did also his alleged comedy busi- 
ness while singing ‘Sole Mia.’ ; 

Shaw and Lee came on next with 
one of their familiar patter routines, 
including the business of getting 
their hands and legs all tangled up. 
They were also well received. ; 

Show wound up with the orch giv- 
ing its impression of ‘Xmas Eve in 
Harlem.’ Very good light effects and 
also card manipulation such as 
cheering sections indulge in at foot- 
ball games helped bits. 


Orpheum, Salt Lake 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 26. 

This is the last week Salt Lake’s 
gecond largest theatre, Orpheum, 
will be known under this tag. Be- 
ginning Wednesday (29) a vertical 
neon sign will flash its new name— 
Utah, 

Built like an old-time vaude bill, 
current flesh offering satisfied open- 
ing day crowds (22). 

By Woodbury, house band leader 
and m.c. still merrily-socko, un- 
leashed a new load of material in 
introing three acts—all okay—and 
two band numbers. 

Band opened with a swingy ar- 
rangement of ‘So Rare’ with vocals 
by Shirley Davis, local debutante, 
who formerly was a featured war- 
bler with Caro] Lofner’s outfit at the 


Bal Tabarin in San _ Francisco. 
Shirley, 17, curvacious as the dollar 
sign, has a host of admirers in her 
home town. Three-month stint with 


Lofner’s band apparently applied a - 


nice lacquer on her mike technique. 
She has a lush blues voice and de- 
livers in major league manner. 
Stearns and Dean, eccentric hoof- 
ers, follow. Duo effect joke cos- 
tumes and feature some fast spins. 
Gal member slips off stage, while 
partner, in a new costume, gives his 
agile gams an ample workout. Gal 
then appears and pair sell a couple 
of soft tap numbers. Donning 
wooden toy soldier costumes, team 
engage in a pleasing doll dance 
which gained them several calls. 
Middle spot was nothing short of 
sensational. The Correllis, father 
and son, stage an aerial act which 
was the best of the bill. Son carries 
bulwark of the act. A good looking 
id with iron nerves, youngster dis- 
Plays some head balancing stunts 
which made a seemingly cold audi- 
ence rise in recognition. In subse- 
quent routines, boy, balancing on his 
ome, hops up an eight-step ladder, 
walks, unaided by umbrella or 
alancing rod, on a steel wire from 
€ stage to balcony. House is tense 
while youth prepares for a 40-foot 
Upside down slide. Briskly ar- 
Tanging his leather cap and attach- 
ment for a slide, young Correlli, 
Waits for signal from father, and 
€n coasts down the wire and is 


a 


caught by pater. Plenty of ap- 
plause and ample curtain calls. 

It’s been a long time since a dusky 
song-and-dance act clicked as en- 
thusiastically as the Dixie trio; boys 
are pleasing with hoofing and spirit- 
ual. moaning. One.member does a 
flash tapping routine, while duo sing 
‘All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm.’ 

Maestro Woodbury allows each of 
the 13-piece orch solo offerings dur- 
ing a 10-minute band specialty 
utilizing the late George Gershwin’s 
compositions. Chick Parry, tenor 
sax man, wrote special arrangement, 
which began with ‘I’ve Got Rhythm,’ 
followed by ‘My Man’ during which 
Miss Davis sang emotionally. Re- 
mainder of program consisted of 
‘Can’t Take That Away From Me,’ 
and for finale, a streamlined ver- 
sion of ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ 

Pic is ‘Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th- 
Fox). Gus. 





MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 26. 
This burg may go nuts over its 


accorded Tommy Farr’s appearance 
on initial show caught Friday after- 
noon (24), it looks like natives 


would have preferred to see Farr 
lick Detroit’s World Champ Joe 
Louis. Not only did rocking ap- 
plause greet appearance of Welsh 
boxer, who is taking his first flyer 
into vaude, but the mention of Louis’ 
name during Farr’s act drew plenty 
of boos. 

It must have been because the 
British heavyweight boxer offered 
payees modesty in place of his for- 
mer arrogance while training for the 
Louis bout. He’s sock as the inter- 
viewee of Eddie White, warbling 
comedian, who returns after his turn 
to interview Farr. Latter tells an 
oke joke, talks about America and 
then goes into a little shadow box- 
ing in a white-roped ring erected on 
stage. Act runs about six minutes 
of entertaining stuff. 

Besides Farr and White on the 45- 
minute show are the LeFons Troupe, 
Chinese acros; Don and Shirley, hill- 
billies; Allen and Kent, hoofers. 

Of the supporting acts, White's 

own turn placed near the top, in ad- 
dition to the work he does with 
Farr. Garnered a big hand, and an 
encore for his comical tunes and 
jokes. 
Opening is the LeFons Troupe, 
three males and two femmes, backed 
by Chinese garden set. Usual acro 
stuff, plus a few new twists on some 
of the old standbys. Nice hand. 

Don and Shirley, in deuce, get 
their share of approval. Mixed duo 
are garbed in evening clothes, and 
their tenor and contralto pipes do a 
fine job on the hillbilly tunes. 

Some different type of hoofing is 
offered by Allen and Kent. Duo 
turn in some smart tapping while 
doing a tango, and otherwise make 
themselves valuable to current line- 
up. Pair’s parents come on near end 
to display how they hoofed in their 
heydays. All getting over in a big 
way. 

Nice crowd at opening show Fri- 
day afternoon (24). Flicker is 
*‘Vogues of 1938’ (UA). Pete. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 26. 

Evelyn Law is making a personal 
appearance currently in conjunc- 
tion with Grand National's ‘Some- 
thing to Sing About,’ in which she 
plays opposite James Cagney. It's 
her initial stage appearance, and 
being spotted early on the bill 
didn’t help at today’s opening per- 
formance. Despite this handicap, 
and a natural nervousness, Miss 
Law came through with flying col- 
ors, revealing a load of personality 
and a fine trained voice, that is par- 
ticularly effective on the higher 
notes. 

Show as a whole is badly rou- 
tined, but talent manages to wade 
through the obstacles. Opening en- 
semble by the Fanchonettes is a 
somewhat stilted novelty routine 
with the girls garbed in leopard ef- 
fect gowns, with their purses when 
opened revealing full-sized figures 
of a supposedly male dancing part- 


er. 

Maestro Rube Wolf then puts the 
house band through a swing num- 
ber, following it immediately with 
a swing version of oldtime tunes, 
with quite a few of the numbers 
more or less marred by the swing 
tempo injected. 

First act is Rubberlegs Holmes, 
negro hoofer, who offers a diversi- 
fied routine. Miss Law is spotted 
to follow, opening with a ballad and 
then doing a medley of tunes from 
the Cagney picture that won her 
deserved tribute. ; 

Jimmy Dickie, local cartoonist, 
gives a lesson in the art, follows 
with a cartoon drawn in eight sec- 
onds and then introduces a real 
novelty by utilizing the services of 
the 24 Fanchonettes, who execute a 
huge landscape with animals in 
near-record time. ; : 

Dorothy Lull, singing comedienne, 
entertains with a couple of bur- 


batics, and is followed with a bur- 
lesque routine of ballroom dancing 
by Armando and Lito. Finale has 
the Fanchonettes in a doll dance 
routine that is well handled. . 
Screen also has Paramount News 
and Betty Boop cartoon. Trade 
about normal at opening session to- 





day. Ed wa, 


sports champs, but from the cheers | 


lesque numbers and some fine acro- | é 


SCALA, BERLIN 


Berlin, Sept. 15. 

Scala has two big attractions this 
month, one international, the other 
local. 

Entire second half is given over 
to the ‘Czar’s Ballet,’ but even that 
dose left the mob enthusiastic and 
clamoring for more. First number, 
‘The Sylphs,’ is a ballet done as 
devotees to the classical school like 
to have it dished out. Fairy-like 
creatures in white tulle dresses move 
dreamily through the moonlight to 
strains of Chopin. In this the princi- 
pal terper is Valentina Blinova, 
whose grace, added to the charm of 
the whole, brought down the house. 
Of the shorter sketches the most out- 
| standing is ‘The Porcelain Princess,’ 
| a perky number done in stylized Chi- 
|nese costumes which are unusually 
attractive. But it is in ‘The Soul of 
the Rose’ that Igor Youskevitch 
really has a chance to show his stuff. 
Though already too fat, he does some 
stunning leaps and otherwise forms 
an adequate background for the ex- 
quisite Blinova. 

Scala customers have always gone 
for ballet in a big way, and the man- 
agement sees to it that they get what 
they want. Terp fare doled out this 
month is particularly satisfying both 
to the visiting gentry and b.o. 

Bill opens with the American act, 
O’Donnell, Blair and Company, re- 
peating after only a three months’ 
absence. It’s naturally a tough spot, 
but you can’t put the kibosh on such 
well-routined tomfoolery as theirs. 
House, keyed up for a good time, is 
let down with a thud by Margit 
Hocky, who chirps at the mike. It’s 
tough on Cortini, the magician, who 
has to follow, and even when he 
makes a playing victrola disappear, 
the folks don’t warm up much. 

Things begin to look up again with 
the appearance of the two Lindstroms 
on trick ice-skates, clowning up and 
down a teeter-totter. It’s not so 
much their tricks as the slickness 
with which they’re dished out that 
makes this a corking act. Guy with 
the funny mug has a way of easing 
around corners, or of falling onto 
the edge of a chair just before it’s 
too late, that belongs to the stuff 
that great circus clowns are made of. 

Estelle and Le Roy, American 
dance team who crossed to this side 
for the Coronation last spring, goo] 
‘em. They do three numbers in all 
and the folks storm for more. Estelle 
is a looker and knows how to drape 
the rags. 

First half closes with Truxa, who 
has sure managed to mismanage 
himself. He was sitting in a mighty 
pretty spot with the gobs of publicity 
gleaned from his brilliant wire tricks 
in the pic ‘Truxa,’ which name he 
now uses through the permish of 
Tobis. But the boy just has no idea 
of how to sell himself. Here’s a 
guy with $1,000,000 stunts, who 
doesn’t know what to do with them. 
His partner, too, if someone would 
only fix her up, would be plenty oke, 
because she’s right at home on the 
tight rope. But they are both togged 
out in duds that make you want to 
look anywhere but at them. They 
do a stunt crossing each other in a 
handspring that’s A-1 stuff. High 
spot, of course, is Truxa’s famous 
back somersault, which brought him 
to light last season. Audience gets 
its money’s worth in goose flesh 
when, after two attempts, he finally 
lands on the rope, instead of the 
floor. Impression when caught was 
that his two misses were not inten- 
tional, but you can never tell. In 
any case, this boy is in bad need 
of a few tips. He’s got swell stuff— 
but is it raw! 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 26. 

Awkward running order and slow 
pace handicap this bill assembled 
under very modest budget. It con- 
sists of three acts topped by Wendell 
Hall and a line of six girls. 

Bill opens with line of girls fol- 
lowed by Joe Silva, man doing some 
stiff and uninspired banjo-playing. 
Nixon and Sands, a comedy talking 
team, are next with a ventriloquist 
bit. However, the act is broken up 
to work in three different spots on 
the bill and it never gets started. 
Man also acts as m.c. although he 
: agananad is not at home in the 





job. 

Lang and Lang juggle balls and 
Indian clubs and do a bit of talk 
in the next spot. Their 12 minutes 
should be chopped to eight for the 
sake of speed. Johnny Sanna, who 
does three tap and acrobatic dance 
numbers in succession in the fol- 
lowing spot, also would benefit by 


siderably. 

More dancing is then provided by 
the line of girls. Next, Nixon and 
Sands do the bulk of their act which 
includes some mild chatter with a 
song and dance finish. After this. 
| Nixon is out of breath so badly that 
he can scarcely introduce the show’s 
| headliner, Wendell Hall. He also 
| makes an extra long speech in order 
| to give the house band time to dash 
| from the stage to the pit for Hall’s 





act. 

| Wendell Hall opens by singing a 
|fast novelty number, ‘Two Lovely 
|Eves Between Us,’ the lyrics of 
| which he forgot and had trouble 
covering up on the show caught. 
| His comedy sense and pleasant stage 


manner carries him through. how- | 


ever. He does an oldtime medley for 
}his second number and then finishes 


trimming his routines and time con- | 


strong with another mediey of songs 
with which he has long been iden- 
tified. This leaves them wanting 
more and he does a brief encore. The 
show is over here, but Nixon and 
Sands try to do the remainder of 
their act while the house band 
makes a noisy dash to return from 
the pit to the stage. When the band 
is set, the line of girls do a finale 
with everybody on stage for the cur- 
tain. 

Picture is ‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ 
(Mono) and biz was very light at 
third show opening day (24), Kiley. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 26. 





| draw n-out barrage of blab. For the 
| first 40 minutes he was amusing, dy- 
namically energetic, 


rowdy ishly 
rampant, and the 


breakfast 


utes of this ebullient gent is a bit 
too strenuous. 

Between windy introductions and 
Berle, banter a few acts squeezed 
through and made favorable impres- 
sions. For example, there are Diaz, 
Don, Dolores and Demis in their ex- 
citing long distance adagio tossery; 
Doris Rhodes, capably singing blues 
of which her best bet was ‘That Old 
Feeling.’ 

Then there is Tommy Mack in his 
radio character of ‘Judge Hugo 
Straight,’ getting plenty of laughs, 
in harness with Berle, on his tongue- 
tied chatter. Jolly Gillette, a very 
young, very charming songstress, is 
definitely a pleasing discovery for 
vaude, and her vocalling of ‘Cabin of 
Dreams’ and ‘Johnny One Note’ 
earned her extra bows. Jack Gil- 
ford clicked solidly with Hollywood 
impersonations, and Bert Gordon ex- 
changed pleasantries with Berle in 
hebe dialect. 

For an opener Berle sang that old 
peace wheeze, ‘Let "Em Keep It Over 
There,’ and among the several clos- 
ing numbers and speeches was a dull 
‘thank you’ song, including promi- 
he mention of his Hollywood activ- 
ilies, . 

‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO) on the 
screen. Fox. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 26. 

Mister, if ‘you’re wailing that 
vaudeville went with Herb Williams, 
Jimmy Hussey and Nora Bayes, then 
step into the State-Lake this week, 
catch a guy named Steve Evans, and 
dry those tears. He has the same 
spirit, gives just as much entertain- 
ment, and is an equal master of his 
trade. 

As far as material goes, a good 
| deal of Evans’ stuff is remindful of 
Jim Barton; but timing, business and 
delivery stack up to make Evans a 
somebody that the biggies should be 
fighting for. And soon. The third 
show, opening day, ran 10 minutes 
overtime because they wouldn't let 
him go. 

Standout is Evans’ Polish laborer 
drunk bit. Also Mussolini and Lon 
Chaney’s ‘Hunchback.’ 

Rest of the bill rates a so-so in 
the majority. It suffers from bad 
spotting, and too much comedy. Also, 
why have two acts following each 
other which depend principally on 
impressions-of stuff? For that mat- 
a Pages have ‘em even on the same 

lll! 

Opening turn is Dick and Dottie 
Remy, equilibrists. They’re okay as 
a novelty. Hoof a little, do hand 
balancing on skates and apparatus 
including hand stilts; also add one- 
a hop-along stuff and traveling 
splits. 

Murray, King and Roberts, comedy 
dance team, isn’t too good. Opening 
which leads to the girl’s picketing 
of the act, is badly staged, and work 
of the boys is messy throughout, 
excepting for the knockabout finish 
with the girl. She comes through 
with an excellent tap specialty and 
clicks on appearance. 

Earl Lavere and Helen Ware get 
bv all right, he with his intermittent 
Scotch gags and accordion, and she 
with her semi-rube characterization. 
Clicked here. 

Barr and Estes are still getting 
along, and did all right on this bill 
even though Earl Lavere works as 
eccentric comic and Steve Evans 
does impressions, the two things on 
which Barr and Estes depend for 
their comedy. Male character is 
funny, and woman’s appearance is 
good. She does all right on tan 
stuff, and he noses over easily with 
ithe same impressions he’s always 
|used, as well as the origination of 
| dance steps bit. 

House line does two _ routines, 
neither of which is up to standard 
in routining or costuming, but okay 
in nerformance. 

Picture is ‘Sing and Be Happy’ 
(20th), and business at early evening 
show opening day good, despite rain. 

Loop. 

















SUITS’ NEW BERTH 


Reading, Pa., Sept. 28. 
Robert H. Suits, manager of 
| Loew's Colonial here, was made di- 
| visional manager of Loew’s three 
| houses in Evansville, Ind. 
| LL. G. Peters, of Washington, has 
becn transferred to succeed 


j here. 


Big noise on the Keith stage this | 
week is Milton Berle and it’s a long- | 


show | 
crowd liked his stuff; but 90 min-| 


Suits | 


—— 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


The American Legion on parade, 
up Fifth avenue, takes the lead-off 
spot on this show. It’s the subject 
holding local interest, and indicative 
of the smart showmanship in placing 
the huge procession and a flash of 
Times Square merrymaking at the 
front precipitating overflow business 
Thursday (23). Topic takes prece- 
dence over the Sino-Japanese ma- 
terial, though Universal has gone 
to town again with close-ups of 
actual hostilities, etc, 


With Lowell Thomas at the mike, 
Fox Movietone shows the way with 
a comprehensive job on the gigantic 
Legionnaire tnmarch on the second 
day of their annual convention in 
New York City. His comment in- 
cludes pertinent figures on the num- 
ber of Forty and Eight miniature 
trains, the two-and-a-half-mile pa- 
rade, the 800 floats, as well as the 
fact that it took more than 17 hours 
to pass by. Not only has the camera 
effectively grabbed the outstanding 





;}portions of the procession, as well 
as the planes flying overhead and 
the trouble police had in keeping 
the crowd of 1,500,000 back, but 


some unusually fine night parade 
shots are included. 


Universal’s two cameramen, 
George Krainukov and Howard 
Winner, have done a magnificent job 
in covering the warfare about 
Shanghai. U’s editor probably ap- 
preciated this because the two lens 
boys get their names on the film 
credits. It’s more moving and more 
comprehensive, perhaps, in scope 
than this reel’s initial special and 
shows fewer torn bodies. Embassy 
wisely points out that the reels are 
shown to illustrate the horrors of 
war. 


Camera picture shows Shanghai 
waterfront while under bombard- 
ment, with buildings burning, and 
typical barricaded streets. Then 
there is a close-up picture of Japa- 
nese troops on actual duty, with the 
camera crew passing into Japan's 
military lines drawn up on the Gar- 
den bridge. Rear Admiral O. G. 
Awachi, commanding the Japanese 
troops, poses exclusively for Uni- 
versal’s cameramen. Captured Chi- 
nese tank, arms, guards rushing to 
the front lines, soldiers actually 
firing from behind barricades and 
the terror written on the faces of 
Chinese refugees being herded down 
the street behind Japanese bayonets 
has been as clearly caught as if done 
for a feature film. Most gripping 
sequence of some 800 feet are the 
daring scenes about the harbor taken 
while the Chinese were attempting 
to hit Japanese warship by bombing 
from the air and troops on shore 
were replying with shrapnel. Burst- 
ing of shells in the harbor is fol- 
lowed by one or two direct hits 
recorded as a hospital ship scurries 
for shelter. 

Pathe follows with series of views 
showing troops hurrying about and 
buildings on fire. Foggy prints, the 
troop garbs and settings plainly in- 


dicate library shots in some _ in- 
stances, perhaps from the 1931 
trouble. Clip winds up with a cold- 


blooded execution that is a hair- 
raiser, 

Paramount gets a break on its 
10th anniversary, with a letter from 
President Roosevelt commending the 
newsreels addressed to A. J. Rich- 
ard, newsreel chief of Par, repro- 
duced. Further break is that the 
new commentators, taken from the 
radio field, get a preliminary work- 
out and show up well in some 10 
different clips, possibly tops for this 
program in number, 

Sports really come into their own 
as several reels focus attention on 
football and the comin’ world series. 
Ed Thorgensen, for Fox Movietone, 
shows Duquesne at Pittsburgh get- 
ting ready for the gridiron season 
and probable contending baseball 
teams for the world title. Latter 
denicts Yankees on field and in 
action while National League con- 
tender is rated a toss-up as the Cubs 
are shown playing the N. Y. Giants 
in Chicago in the first game of the 
recent series. Thorgensen concludes 
with the comment that barring a 
miracle there will be another nickel 
series, 

Bill Slater, former NBC sports 
commentator, does a bang-up as- 
signment in a series of clever past 
season shots that Paramount has put 
together in a pre-season review of 
grid prospects. Camera shows Min- 
nesota, Pittsburgh, Yale, Navy and 
Fordham elevens in action in their 
highlight plays in searching for stars 
for coming year. That Fordham in- 
terception and touchdown dash is ea 
pip. Metro’s ‘News of the Day’ 
shows Yale’s squad in prelim prac- 
tice. 

Pathe handles Justice Black. the 
court issue and the Klu Klux Klan 
with intelligence, showing princi- 
pals involved and then letting Ray 
Svrigie tell the remainder. Sprigle, 
Pitt Post-Gazette reporter. who 
wrote the expose yarn. relates a 
concise story of how it all happened. 

Rest of show is the usual run of 
fleeting Spanish revolution coverage, 
airplane records and freaks. fash- 
ions, tuna fishing, Hitler, rasslin”, ete. 
Lew Lehr grabs the laughs with his 
model airplane oddity and an odd 
|submarine. Paramount adds a thrill 
|\by catching the Mormon Meteor, 
|sveeding racer. on the salt flats in 
|Utah and taking the spectator on 
inert of the ride. 

“March of Time’ (RKO-Radin), the 
eniv chort on the bill, concludes the 
'60-minute show. Wear. 
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Variety Bills 





THIS WEEK (Sept. 27) 
NEXT WEEK (Oct. 4) 


show, whether full or split week 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day ot 











RKO | 





ALBANY 
Grand (1) 
Don Redman Ore 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Bowie & Dailey 
Ella Mae Waters 
Louise McCarroll 
(24) 

5 Star Follies 
BOSTON 
Boston (30) 


Helene Denizon Co 

Nonchalants 

George Beatty 

Fats Waller Ore 

Marshall & Janet 
» 


Milton Berle 
Bert Gordon 
Tommy Mack 
Jack Guilford 
Jolly Gillette 
Diaz, Don & D 
Doris Rhodes 
CHICAGO 
Palace (1) 
Milton Berle 
sert Gordon 
Tommy Mack 
Jack Guilford 
Jolly Gillette 
Diaz, Don & D 
Doris Rhodes 
(24) 
Gambols 





Variety 


Chuck & Chuckles 
Cappy Barra Co 
Block & Sully 
Chaney & Fox 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (1) 
Shanghai Tr 
Condos Bros 
Johnny Burke 
ina Ray Wutton Bd} 
Margie Palm 
(24) 
Dolores 





Evers: & 

Rio Bros 

Mary Small 

Hudson Wonders 

Vic Oliver 

Lewis & Van 

Harris, Claire & S 
INDIANAPOLIS 

Lyric (1) 

Lottie Mayer Co 

Britt Wood 

Keller Sis 

Ross Wyse Jr 
SCHENECTADY 
Proctors (30-2) 





Dick, Don & D 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Edna Strong 
Harry Rose 
Calif Collegians 
Zimmy 
TROY 

Proctors (1-4) 

5 Star Follies 








STA 


COMPLETING | 
EUROPEAN TRIP | 


LAMBERTI | 


RKO TOUR | 
OCTOBER 22ND 
Via LEDDY & SMITH | 


RTS | 

















Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (30) 

Geraldine & Joe 

Guy Robertson 

Lewis & Ames 

F Henderson Ore 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (1) 

Minor & Root 
Nelson's Cats 
Luba Malina 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
Billy Reed 
Ann Woods 
Yates Sis 





Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (29) 
Hudson-De L Ore 
Yacht Club Boys 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
BOSTON 
Metrcpelitan (1) 
H'wood Bandwagon 


Shea & Raymond 
DALLAS 
Casine (1) 

Anson Weeks Ore 

Art Jarrett 

B Minevitch Co 

Barto & Mann 














BUFFALO Stan Kavanagh 
Buffalo (1) DETROIT 
Maj Bowes’ U Michigan (1) 
CHICAGO Abe Duval Co 
Chieago (1) Charioteers 
Alex Templeton Holland & Hart 
Gloria Gilbert Lew Parker Co 
Lai Founs Fred Sylvester Co 
NEWARK Mitzi Mayfair 
Branford (24) Judy Starr 
Will Osborne Ore 5 Co-eds 
Mitzi Mayfair 3 Swifts 
PHILADELPMIA (24) 
Karle (1) Horace Heidt Ore 
Vince Barnett EADING 


Jack Larue 
Marjorie Gainsw'rth 
H'wood Rey 


(24) 
Mal Hallett Ore 
Shaw & Lee 
Gloria Gilbert 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (1) 





Buddy Rogers 


Astor (1-2) 
Bob Hall 
Neila Goodelle 
Mann. Dupree & L 
Titan 3 
WASHINGTON 
Karle (1) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
” 


(24) 
Ina Ray Hutton Ba 











letden 





Week of 


Canterbury M. H. 


Ist half (27-29) 
Iver Keys 
Kiraku Bros 

2d half (30-2) 
Van Dusen 
Sam Linfield Co 


Dominion 
Lee Donn 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Joe Ortness 
Keith Wilbur 
H & M Ristori 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Holmes & Edwards 
Harry, Andre & B 
Martyn & Mavo 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Murray Stewart 
Latasta & Lawr'nee 
Donovan & Hayes 
Premier 
Finlay & Worth 
Sibyl Stanford Gly 





DeHaven & Page 





Sept. 27 
EDMONTON 
Empire 


Stefanni's Sonesters 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 

Cresso HKros 
Raymond Smith 


ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half (27-2 
Van Dusen 
Sam Linfield Co 
LEYTONSTONE 
lalto 
Murray Siewart 
Latacha & Lawr'nce 
Donovan & Hayes 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Leon & Luceite 
C Charlion Co 
STRATIEORD 
Broadway 
Finlay & Worth 
Siby! Stanford Gls 
be Haven & Page 


%) 


| New 


} O'Shea & 


STREATHAM 


Palace 
Lee Donn 
Dave Poole 


TOTTENHAM 
Palace j 
Holmes & Edwards | 


Andre & Brett 

Martyn & Mayo 

WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 

Johnson Clark 

+ Averards 


2 Per ellys 





Provi 


ncial 





Week of Sept. 27 


ASHTON UNDER 
LYME 


Empire 
8 Musketeers 
3 Storrs 
Warren-Dene Gls 
Louise Co 
Hobo Riley 
ABERDEEN 


Lehr 
Kuda 
Freddie Bamberger 
Drake & Fraser 
Edison & Louise 
Billy O'Connor 
Chester's Dogs 
T Green & A Keith 
BIRMINGHAM 
Paramount 
Rawicz & Landauer 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Radcliffe & Rodgers 
Bertha Wilmott 
George Herriot 
Nelson & Hagen 
Jack Stocks 
3 Canadians 
Peter Cotes 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Claude Dampier 
Renara 
May Jack & Buddy 
Stickney & Aylin 
Rupert Ingalese Co 
talphano & Page 
GREAT YARM’‘UTH 
Regal 
Archer Bad 
Jay & Cullen 
Sereno & June 
Grimsby 
Ritz 
& McShane 
Yorkers 
Grey 
Joan 





Lucan 


Mona 





IPSWITCH 


Ritz 

Billy Cotton Bad 
KINGSTON 

Empire 
Harry Welchman 
Macari Serenaders 
Norman Evans 
Jenny Howard 
Billy Russell 
Ghezzi Bros 
Jones & Thomas 


Manhattan 6 
Eddie Smith & Girl 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 


‘The Stag Party’ 
Stanelli 
Norman Long 


Herman 
Jimmy Emery 
Tommy Russell 
Ernie Marconi 
A & B Harvey 
LUTON 
Union 
Savoy Jr Ba 
M & H Nesbitt 
Laurie, Joy & G 
NUNEATON 
Ritz 
Terry’s Juves 
Stanford & McN 
Alec Halls 
OXFORD 
Regal 
Savoy Jr Bd 
M & H Nesbitt 
Laurie, Joy & G 
PLYMOUTH 
Palace 
Ronald Frankau 
Dan Donovan 
Anna Rogers 
3 Milsom Sis 
Dudley’s Midgets 
Dun & Dee 
Dawne Sis 


Great 





Cabaret Bills 





Barney Gallant’s 
Betty Bowker 


> 


3 Musical Rogues 


Bertolotti’s 
Joe Hembree’s Ore 
Angel's Rhumba Bd 
Cascade Billy 
Anne White 
Lillian Loraine 
Renee Villon 


BIl’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Ann Courtney 
Spike Harrison 
Emmett Casey 
Jerry White 
Henry LaMarr 
Jack Arnold 
Sid Hawkins 
Jerry Ryan 

Caliente 
Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 

Chateau Moderne 
Jack Monte Ore 
Maryon Dale 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Trini Plaza 

Claremont Inna 
Carl Harte Ore 

Club Cavalier 
Mark Sable Ore 
Henry Berman 
Jackie Gleason 
Sandra Landi 
Mildred Roselle 
Honey & J Wilson 

Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Blanchard 
Frank Froeba 
Jerry Kruger 
Jeri Withee 

Club 52d St. 
Snub Mosley Ore 

Club Gaucho 
Los. Gauchos Ore 
Pedro 
| Dolores 
Chiquita 
Nina 
Carmen Lita 

Club Normandie 
Buddy Wagner Ore 
Joan Hill 


Club 


Fliseo 
Rosita 


George 


Yumuri 
Grenet Ore 
Oritcga 
Negrete 


Diosa Costella 
Manchito 
Felipe De Flores 


Cotton Clab 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Nicholas Bros 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Avis Andrews 
Tramp Bad 
Vodery’s Jubileers 
Chovcalateers 
Teddy Wale 
Tondels vo 
Dytiamite Hooker 
duck Dempsey’ 


FE Carpenter Ore 


Don Alberto Ore 
K! Chice 
Carlos Montoya 


NEW YORK CITY 


Antonita Morales 
Jose & Patricia 
Las Guarecitas 
Rolando 

El Dorado 
Cass Hagen Ore 
Helen Morgan 
Dave Fox 
Bovard Sis 
Cordoba Sis 
Franco & Francint 
Freddie Bernard 
Cuban Rhumba Bd 


El Toreador 


Don Juan Ore 
Fausto De Igado 
Teddy Rodriguez 
Cortes & Maida 
Ricardo De Caro 
Titi & Pellin 


French Casino 
(Folies Bergere 
Revue) 

Russ Morgan Ore 

Lou Breese Ore 
Les Aurette 
B.l and BT 
Lind Carenzio 
Corinne 
Dormonde Bros 
Irene Helda 
Herman Hyde Co 
Les Juvelys 
Lilyan, Dania, Malo 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Ketty Mara Co 
Les Menchiassi 
Les Robenis 
Roberton 
Germaine Roger 
Nico Roschin 
Carmen Torres 
Frolies 
Ralph Watkins Ore 
Joe Lewis 
G & R Me Donald 
Terry Lawlor 
Harlem Uproar 
ouse 
=rskine Hawkins Or 
Bobby Evans 
Socarass 
Eddit Smith 
Lillian Fitzgerld 
Mlasa Sextetie 
Reo & Curley 
Spoons Brown 
Bubbles Wilson 
Yelma Middleton 
Willie Jackson 
Loucey Lane 
Havana-Madrid 
Nilo Menendez 
Jose Manzaneres 
Hickory Honse 
Joe Marsala 
&% Peppers 
Adele Girard 
Hickory Lodge 


Ore 


t (Larchmont, N. Y.) 


Zinn Arthur Ore 
Elaine Howard 
H'lyw’d Restauran: 
Mitchell Ayres 
E Jelesnick 
NTG Key 
Joey Ray 
Hotel Ambassador 
Larry Siry Ore 
Hote! Biltmore 
(Moonlight Terrace) 
Bernie Cummins On 


Ore 


D'Angelo & Porter 
Waker Cummins 
Dorothy Crone 


Hotel Commodore 
(Palm Room) 





* Pampero 


D'Avolos @& A 





Tommy Dorsey Ori 
Edythe Wright 





| 


| Bette 


| 


j 


| tiatel 


| Jerry 


| 


| Evelyn Ran 
;} red Cameron 
Phyllis Kenny 


| 


| 





| 


| Ralph Rutgers Ore 


| Duchin 


3 Esquires 

Jack Leonard 
Hote) Edison 

Billy Swanson Orc 

Hotel Essex House 

Nat Brandwynne O 

Dick Stone 

R J Callman 

Hotel Gov. Clinton 

Phil D'Arcy Ore 

Stuart Jules 

Kay Marshall 

Derothy Daniels 
Hotel Half Moon 

(Brooklyn) 

Ken Casey Ore 

Carter 

Virginia Dare 

Betty Williams 
Hotel Lexington 

Andy Iona Ore 
Hotel MeAlpin 

JI Messner Ore 

Jeanne D’Arcy 

Gonzales & Menen 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) | 





Benny Meroff Ore 
Florence Cast 
Jack Marshall 


Larry Powell 
Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 


Blaine Ore 
Johnny McKeever 


Hotel Piccadilly 
Jeno Bartal Ore 


Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hote) 
(Persian 
Orc 
Draper 


Plaza 
Room) 


Paul 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
iiete) Save, -Placa 
Minile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 

Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 
Eli Dantzig Ore 
Hotel St. Morits 


Hal Richards Ore 
Grisha 
Carleton & Juliette 
Paul Thompson 
Ed Singer 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Roof) 
Jacques Fray Ore 
A Rasch Dancers 
Charles Walters 
Hotel Shelton 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
leo Reisman Bd 


Marissa Flores 
Raphael 
Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoft Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Allan Small Ore 
Joe Capello Ore 
Montmartre Boys 
Carter & Schaub 
Mary Lane 
%’ Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 
Inga Borg 
lee Leslie 
Gene Walters 
Gladys Faye 
Vaughn Comfort 
International Casino 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Yascha Bunchuk Or 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Calgary Bros 
Artini 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Maurice & Crance 
Jacqueline Mignae 
Kit Kat Club 
Maurice Rocco Ore 
Yorothy Saulters 
Charioteers 
Cook & Brown 
Kretchma 
Nicholas Matthey Or 
Michel Michon 
Nadia Ludova 
Volodia Katov 
Marusia Sava 
Simeon Karavaeft 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Daria Birse 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 
la Conga 
Jose Escarpenter Or 
Ramon Littee Bd 
Hilda Salazar 
Havana 3 
Le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zito Ore 
George Sterney 





Le Mirage 
Harry. Horton Ore 
Grace Morgan F 


Bali 
Bruz Fletcher 
Charles Lawrence 





Ore | Marcell 


; Aggie 


| International 
| 


| Wim 
; Stan Clare Co 


| Hawaiian Ore 


| Glen 
|; Jan Rubini 
i 3 
Delores & Andre 
ie 

3 


Ore | 
| 
| Lee 


| Herbie Kay 


Beveriy Wilshire 
| Ted FioRito Ore 

| 3 Debutants 
Muzzy 
Auld 
Cochran 


Biltmore Bow) 


liminy Grier Ore 
Duanos 
Pope 


| Nick 


Kiltmorettes 


Dick Webster 


Rhythm Rascals 
Cafe International 
Murray 

4 Rhythm Kings 
Ore 
The Theodors 
Girls 
Cafe La- Maze 
lloffman 


Clab Hawali 


Coconnnt Grove 
Donald Novis Ore 


Ruth Long 
Sing Trio 
Loretta Keller 
Peggy Le Varon 
Leon & Ediie’s 
(Pago-Page Room) 
Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Billy Reed 
Ahi 
James Keogan 
Corlies & Palmer 
Kathleen Maye 
La Verne Tr 
Haines, Tate & § 
Tic Toc Sis 
Mirador 
Phil Romano Ore 
Bobby Gilbert 
Armando & Fleur'te 
Roy Sedley 
tuth Denning 
Danny Rogers 
Jean & Gloria 
Mori’s 
Lou Ferris Ore 
Murray’s 
(Tuckahoe) 
Ray Keating Ore 
Buddy Kennedy 
Lambertons 
The Oaks 


Al Lambs Or 
Tommy Lyman 
Gene Archer 


Onyx Club 
6 Spirits of Rhythm 
Maxine & Janice 
Paradise 

fay Freeman Ore 
Lucille Johnson 
Diamond Bros 
Georgie Tapps 
Readinger 2 

Pavillon Royal 
(Valley Stream L,I.) 
A Warren Orc 
Della & Billy 
Danny Beck 
Jill Dener 
Virginia Vaughn 
Cackles O'Neill 

Place Elegante 
Larry Maddi Orc 
Bill Farrell 
Helen Cagle 


Mack 


Jack Rose 
Toto Canglosi 
Mario Basini 


Queen Mary 


Joe Webb Orc 
Valerie Dumont 
Bernice Horton 
Ray Jones 
Rainbow Grill 
Eddy Rogers Ore 
Rainbow Room 
Emery Deutsch Ore 
Eddie Lebanon Ore 
Dr Sydney Ross 
Helen Myers 
The Bonners 
Pauline Alpert 
Thelma Kingsbury 
Kenneth Davidson 
Stroud 2 
Raye & Naldi 
Riviera 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Val Ernie Ore 
Eddie Garr 
Wini Shaw 
Ramon & Renita 
Lois Kay 
Wes Sommerfield 
Lou Valera 
Ben Yost Collegians 
Russian Bear 
Cosrya Krumin 
Karlo 
Lonya Kalbouss 
Elena Slavnaia 
Nicholai Grushke 
Julian Altman 
Ivan Korniloff 
Sands Point 


aul 


Club 
Rebucci Ore 
Stork Club 
W Feldkamp Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 
Surfside 


(Atlantic Beach) 
Bobby Hayes Bd 
Henny Youngman 
Don Ragonese 
Patricia Gilmore 
Harry Rose 
Gypsy Lee 
Tavern On Green 

(Central Park) 


Hughie Barrett Ore 
Valhalla 


Maurice Shaw Ore 
Marita 
Lorraine Barrett 
Rond Hal 

Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
Joe Rodriguez Ore 
Mitzi Gteen 
Gali-Gali 

Voodoo 
Voodoo Dancers 
Chas Strickland 
Billy Haywood 
Cliff Allen 
Basin St. 4 
Chanticleer 4 
Green Bros 4 
Marie Almonte 

Wivel 
Bob Asen Bad 
Arline Whitney 
Evelyn Nesbitt 
Bob Lee 
Ginger Sutton 


LOS ANGELES 


Famous Door 
Eddie Beal 
Hawaiian Paradise 
Sol Brights Ore 
Satini Tuai Loa 
Sol Hoopi Orc 
Wanda 
Diana Toy 

Little Ciub 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Gladys Bagwell 
Rose Valyda 
Tiny Meredith 

Omar’sa Dome 
George Redman Ore 
Elmer 
Lolita Ando 
Dee Sis 
Deroathy 
3 Costles 


Black 


Palomar 
Del Ohril 
% Reddingtons 
Mildred Bailey 
Red Norva Ore 
Hudson Metzger Gls 
aris Inn 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Dominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Dee Sis 





Hal Kemp Ore 


Winnie Mack 


Rodolfo & Alva 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maithaison 
Marguerita del Rie 
Juan de Martinis 
Seren Seas 
Lily Gibson 
Honolulu Dancers 
Jimmy Lowell Co 
Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Betty Borden 
Somerset Swing Bd 
Swing Club 
Nan Blacksione 
4 Squires 





— 





Frankie Gallagher 
Swing Club Giri Rev 
Dorothy Roberts 
Guy Rennie 

Fred Thompson Orc 


Topsy’s 
Gloria Drayson 
Josephine Thompson 
Pat O'Shea 
Chuck Fedy Orc 
Arnold Sis 
Jean Rogers 
Barney Lind 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 


Trocadero 
Garwood Van Ore 


CHICAGO 


Hal Brown 
Bali-Bali 
Billy White Ore 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Wardell & Dade 
Sally Joyce 
Blackhawk 


Joe Sanders 
Konald & Roberta 
Pete the Newsboy 
June Glory 

Chez Puarce 
The 
Jinimiy 


Reves 


Ssavo 


| 


| Commodore 


Barbara Parks { 


Paul 
Corinna 
Bemis Kids 
Henry Busse Ore 
Clab Minuet 


Deone Page 
Sally Osman 
Mickie Lucas 
Jeanette Lane 


Gerrits 


Mura 


Jerry Glidden Ore 
Colosimos 

tob Tinsley 

Roscoe Ails 

Inga tore 

Mile Zee Zee 

Ashley & Ware 


Gladys Cran 
Nina Rinaldo Ore 
Gay 90's 
Lew King 
‘Marne’ 
Gale Parker 
Marita Ryan 
Emmet Vance Orc 
Harry’s N. YX. 
Cabaret 
Chas Engles Ore 
Jack Irving 
Yvette 
Theo Troy 
Mildred Rock 
8 Parisians 
an 
Rider Sis 
Palmer Sis 
Dorothy Johnston 
Hi-Hat 
Armida 
Willie 
Cheri 
3 ‘°C’ Notes 
Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Koom) 
Eddie Varzos Ore 


Shore 


Walker 3 

The Duanos 

Dean Murphy 
Hotel Brevoort 

Jaros Sis 

Karl Smith 

Duo 

Parlato 

Drake Hotel 

(Gold Coast Room) 

Fred Warings Orc 
Grand Terrace 

Ada 

Andy 

Geo D 


Joe 


Brown 
Kirk Ore 
Washington 


| Al & Anise 


| Enrico 





Lucio Garcia 


Ted 


Hotel Edgewater 


Beach 
(Board Walk) 
Roger Pryor Ore 
& Novello 
Triuner 
Klutings Animals 
H Smith Ballet 
Hotel Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
The DeMarcos 
Alexander Gray 
Gasparre’s Ore 
4 Aristocrats 
Abbott Dancers 
Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 
Frankie Masters Or 
Jackie Heller 


Les 


| Donna Dae 


Ahearn Bros 
Chas Carrier 

Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Carlos Molina 
Jerry McGinty 
Herbert Dexter 
Irene St. Clair 
Marya & Martin 
Avis Kent 

The Rose Bowl 


Bernard & Henri 
Dixie Painter 
4 Dictators 
Carol, Jean & J 
Billy Scott Ore 
Yacht Club 
Oshins & Lessy 
Ruth Petty 
Jeanne Walker 
Belva White 
Cook Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Stanley Meehan 
Rochell & Rinata 
Mystic Plato 
Ed Silverglade 
Johnny Graff 
Izzy Bellis 

Arcadia Int’l 
Milton Kellem Ore 
Don Renaldo Ore 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
Ed Silverglade 
Izzy Beliis 
Musie Hall Boys 
Kee 
Judge 
Eleanor Bowers 

Bala Inn 
Continental 3 
Joe Landy 
Bellevue-Stratfoerd 

(Planet Room) 


Meyer Davis Ore 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Coral Cafe) 
Moe Jaffe Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 
Deloyd McKay 
Jeffrey Gill 
Ozzie Wells 
Benny's Swingsters 
Dorman Bros & M 
cnters & Borgia 
Lee Lamont 
Cafe Metropole 
(Camden) 
Bernie Berle Ore 
Cedarwood Inn 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Clarence Mich Ore 
Franky Schiluth 
Joe Armstrong 
Darlene Jones 
Billy Chester 
Embassy Club 
Helen Benton 
Grace Manners 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Edith Roark 
Vera Haal 
Vera Burgess 
Joan Barclay 
Cliff Hall 
Evergreen Casino 
Henry May Ore 
Tom Barry 
Ad & Lib 
Helaine & Don'lds'n 
June Varneit 
Penn Raymond 
June Collins 
1523 Locust 
Rubb'’r Lees W ill’ms 
Mercie Marquez 
Ollie Potter 
Patsy Evans 
Lulu Mave 
Honey Brown 
Stella Brooks 
Florence Harris 
Fais Smith 
Elizabeth Bundy 
Marie Wilson 
Bill Johnson 
Sam Woods Ore 
Swing Kings Ore 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Bob Roltner 
4 Vespers 
Simpson's Marionets 
Theod're & Denesha 
Gini, DeQuincy & L 
Nora Willians 
Jean McCully 
Floridians Ore 
Agnes Tolle 
Evan B Vontaine 


Lambs Taverna 


Ore 





Larry Meli Ore 








i 
Little Rathskeller 


Jack Griffin Ore 
Marty Bohn 


Nancy Lee 
Marrone & Galla 
Ruth Warren 


Kay King 
Latimer Club 


Cileen Mercedes 
Ann Morgan 
Mildred Lande 
Jane Warren 

3 Musical Rascals 


Palumbo’s 
Eddie Thomas 
Patti Crawford 
Marionettes 
Bobby Morro Ore 
Montez & Maria 
Steppe Sis 
Len Sarner 
Moe Glatt 

Ritz-Carlton 

(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ore 
31 Club 
Gene Osborne 
Al Frisco Ore 
Lindsley Sis 
Dolly Nixon 
Nicki Gahuect 
George Oliver 
Jack Lester 
Silver Lake Inn 

(Clementon) 
Joe Milikopf Ore 
Beth Challis 
Charles & Celeste 
Patsy Clancy 
Billy Faye 
Dolly Wellington 
20th Century Tavern 
Lou Longo Ore 
“0th Century Co (6) 
Ted Pike 
Corday Sis 
Ned Walsh 
Betty & S Carlisle 
Beth Calvert 
Toni Etting 

Parrish Cate 
Ted Linsey Ore 
Shin Bones & F 
Blanche Washingt'n 
ats Primere 
3 Parisettes 
Dutkin’s Rathskeller 
Travis & Gray 
Jerri Marcella 
Dolly Vaughan 
iypsy Lee 
Helen Hart 


V Normand Ore 


| “rank Ponti 


Russian Kretchma 

Sonya Kotliarskaya 

Fronia Stanislavsky 

‘ivpsy Rita 

Teva Gorodetsky Or 

Stamp’s Cafe 

Bella Belmont 

Marie Latell 

Charlie Kay 

tob't & M Riegal 

Keil Sis 

Maurice & Rodell 

Flaine Owens 

Jack Hutchinson 

irving Braslow Ore 
Streets of Paris 

Ba biette 

Len Parker Ore 

Mildred Barth 

Nicki Nickolai 

Lolette Gerard 

Leslie Sis 

1214 Club 
Gale 

Dunn 

Hale 

Blake 


Allan 


Vera 


Shirley 
Jimmy 





1214 Girls (8) 
21 Club 


Tommy Monroe 
Sally La Marr 
Marion Kingston 
Nancy Barry 

Ann Rush 

Connie Lee 
Melody Blenders 3 
Jean Riccardi Ore 


Venice Grille 
Dolly Parker 
Marion Brome 
Doris Fields 
Fay Kay 
Marty Barton Ore 


Viking <afe 


Billy Callahan 
Al Shumaker 
Leonard Cooke 
Grace O'Hara 
Frank Springman 





—— 


Int'l Instrumental 3 

Itse Hart 

Hugo Klee 

Sid Golden 

Gregory Quinn & B 

Eldoradians 

J Dunetin & Myrtie 
Sunset Inu 

Ace Pancoast Ore 

Mae Francis 

Alice Nolan 

Chubby Reed 

Ed Marple 

Peacock Gardens 

Sylvan Herman Ore 
Ubangi Club 

Doc Hyder Ore 

Buhrman & Scott 

Lethia Hill 

Valda Hatton 

tose O'Neill 

Danny & Edith 


Blanche Saunderg 


Puggy O'Neill Le Roy MeCwoy 
Ann Andrews Yacht Club 
La Verne | 
Whitey Verillo Ore | Mary Hubbard 
Cardboard Danny ;3 Martins 
: Musical Nitwits 
Walton Roof Ida Nash 
| Raye, Prince & C Bernice Foley 
Earl Denny Ore Viola Klaiss Ore 
8 Libby Girls | Yorktown Tavern 
Weber’s Hot Brau | Bill Bilger Ore 
. Jas Bailey 
nen | 
(Can tle ) Dick Pell 
Louis Chalkin Ore | Heney Nathan 
Ray Miller } Al Macool 
Guido & Eva | Eddie Blum 
Bobbie Tremaine Peggy Wood 
Mackie & Paul Allen & Sheridan 


DETROIT 


Blossom Heath 
Moore & Revel 
Albernice 
Geo Sterney Ore 
Brodeli Sis (3) 
Book-Cadillae Hotel 
(Casino) 
Perry Ore 

Chalet 
Hank Fomish Ore 

Commodore Club 
LeRoy & 
Miller Sis 
Bill Snyder 
Boris Romanoff Ore 

Blue Lantern 
Maude Feely 
Nat Alonzo 
Pat Burns 
Marie Paul 
Al Hanawiy Ore 

Club Continental 
Chico Reyes’ Ore 
Jessie Pengra | 
Continental 3 | 
Ruth Martin 

Corktown Tavern 
Phil Kay 
Healy & Garnella 
Stanbeck (3) 
Millie Obenor 
Chalan & Aldythe 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Marion Melrose 
Paul Reno 
Alexander Orc 

Cozy Corner 
J Hubert 
Helen Dorsey 
May Joy 
6 Cozettes 


Ron 


Sharpe 





Claudia Wheeler 
Geo Williams 
Arlene Sutton 
Bill Johnson Ore 


Northwood lan 


Russ Lyon Or: 
Woods & Bray ~ ® 
Geraldine toss 
Bob King 
Plantation 
Earl Walton Ore 


Ted Blackman 


Lois Deppe 

4 Cats & Fiddle 

Mae Alix 

Harvey «& Ethel 
Powatan 

| Sid Tomack 

Reis Bros 

Will Henderson Ore 
Saks 

){) Kavanagh Ore 

| Dick Gale 

Doryce & Drew 

Dorothy Blaine 


H Smith Girls 


Ten-Forty Clab 


Joaquin Garay 
Lewis Sis 2 

Al De Lage Co 
Coyle McKay Ore 


Club Villa D 
Irving Alexander 
Chuck Stevens Ore 


Webster Hall Hotel 
(Cocktail Grilty 

Ted & Mary Taft 

Ralph Fisher 

Paul Neighbors 

Art Mooney Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


William Penn 
(Urban Roof) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Bailey Sis 
3 Internationals 
Nina & Rosa 
New Penn 
Jack Denny 
Judy Lane 
Bill Green's 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Tommy Ryan 
Charlie Wilson 
Jimmy Brown 
3 Barons 
Harlem Casino 
Jimmy Wadkins Or 
Larry Steele 
George Gould 
Louise Mann 
Helen Wiles 
Sparkplug George 
3 Esquires 
8 Harlemettes 
Willows 
oBob Clayman Ore 
Elaine Grey 
Milt Clayman 


Ore 





Tron Cafe 


H Middleman Ore 
Sally Hughes 
Bobby Cook 
Darrow & Costa 
Terry & Walker 
Miaco Co 

Angelo di Palma 


Hotel Roosevelt 
(Cocktail Bar) 
Billy Catizone 8 
Union Grill 
Karl DuLaney 
Billie Bugbee 
Show Boat 


Al Marsico Ore 
tdith DeLaney 
Marvel 

Mary Lee 

Wayne Thomas 
Noel Sherman Girls 


Pines 
Artie Specter 8 


Italian Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Carmen 

White Mansions 
Dale Harkness Ore 
Ruth Craven 





| Par Settlement 








(Continued from page 3) 





this action, a hangover suit from the 


firm’s 77B 


situation. 


What that 


firm’s fees will be in this case is 
probably something yet to be deter- 


mined by the court. 


Other counsel 


in the situation include the firms of 
Dwight, Harris, Koegel & Caskey; 
Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett, besides 


Max D. Steuer. 


Majority of the de- 


fendants were represented by the 


Dwight firm. 
Bartlett is counsel 


Simpson, Thacher & 


to Paramount. 


The K-L contingent, plus the two 
Zukors, will make an aggregate pay- 
off of around $1,000,000, or approxi- 
mately 50% of the total settlement 


figure. 


It is understood from unoffi- 


cial sources that the Zukors will pay 
Par around $450,000, between the 
two, of which amount around $45,000 
will be in cash. Balance covered by 
10-year promissory notes, according 


to indications. 


In so far as known, all other pay- 
ments by others will be in cash or 


mostly. 


Chances appear slim that the com- 
pany will get anything from Ralph 


A. Kohn, former 
company, 


treasurer of the 


However, Jesse L. Lasky, 


it is held, will play $27,500. 


Sidney R. Kent, 
for $275,000, and 


it is had, is down 
John D. Hertz, 


$125,000. Understood that others, in- 
cluding Jules Brulatour, Sam Katz 


and other former 


members of the 


board are aggregately in for around 


$700,000. 
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THE ROAD’S GETTING WISE 


Cohan’s Slant on Present-Day N. Y. | 


Told in Song; Ist Musical in 10 Yrs. 





4 


George M. Cohan’s latest pop song, 
‘when. New York was New York, 
New York was a Wonderful Town,’ 
is a lament but typically Cohanesque, 
written this summer despite the ball 
(He is strictly an American 


games. 
League rooter and a Yankee 
booster). The lyric may reflect his 


opinion of the street of bright lights, 
one line reading, ‘If you want a real 
breath of fresh air, take a stroll 
around Washington Square,’ yet he 
says that the present Broadway ‘is 
the Broadway they want.’ 

*Cohan has maintained a philosophy 
which is rare in show business ever 
since’ he teamed up with Sam H. 
Harris and is in line with his ideas 
about Broadway. The public is 
labeled ‘they’ by the Yankee Doodle 
boy, and when a play failed to click 
he would invariably remark, ‘Well if 
they don’t like it, we'll take it off 
and try another.’ 

That was during his author-actor- 
manager seasons, when Cohan and 
Harris were on their own. Back to- 
gether again for a second season, he 
is rehearsing ‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ 
the Kaufman-Hart, Rodgers and 
Hart musical which Harris will pre- 
sent at the Music Box, N. Y., next 
month. Although played in one set, 
the company is one of the largest 
ever spotted in that theatre. Cohan’s 
part is exacting, approximating if 
not exceeding the number of Hal- 
met’s lines. 

Last week he appeared in Madison 
Square Garden at the invitation of 
the American Legion and sang ‘Over 
There,’ the number that swept the 
A.E.F., to whom the song was dedi- 
catcd. The Legionnaires’ went wild 
and the demonstration for the popu- 
lar little guy continued for many 
minutes. 

Cohan’s ‘Right’ will be the first 
musical show he has appeared in in 
10 years. In 1927 he jumped into! 
his ‘Merry Malones’ when Arthu 
Deagon suddenly died during t: 
Boston pre-New York engagement, 
then brought the show to Erlanger’s 
(now St. James). There was another 
10-year interlude prior to ‘Malones,’ 
he and William Collier appearing in 
‘Hello Broadway,’ which followed 
the annual Cohan revues. 


MARC KLAW’S SON 
COMMITS SUICIDE 


Joseph Klaw, one of the late Marc 
Klaw’s two sons, was found dead in 
his motor car last Wednesday (22), 
having killed himself by attaching a 
rubber hose to the exhaust, then 
closing all windows in the car. Body 
was found by another motorist in a 
wooded section of Long Island, near 
New York. Indications were that 
financial troubles led to the suicide, 
although Klaw was head of a candy 
concern. He was 50 years old. 


Young Klaw was auditor for Klaw 
& Erlanger, and, it is understood, 
was the cause of the split between 
the then leading managers. During 
his father’s absence from the city, 
the story is, the son attempted to tell 
off Erlanger and demand that he 








> 





Criticism 





Most of the first-nighters at- 
tending ‘George and Margaret,’ 
which opened at the Morosco, 
N. Y., last week, missed a num- 
ber of laughs because Noel 
Coward had directed the play- 
ers to talk as fast as they could. 
At the end of the show a com- 
edy maid enters, but utters no 
words, merely moving her lips. 

Woman turned to her hus- 
band and said: 

‘That’s the only character 
I’ve heard clearly all evening.’ 


VICTORIA ADS 
MONTHS IN 
ADVANCE 


Columbus, Sept. 28. 

Local record for advance advertis- 
ing is being claimed for Robert 
Boda, manager of the legit Hartman 
Theatre. Boda’s programs for his 
season opener, ‘Tovarich,’ last week 
carried a ‘mail orders now’ ad for 
Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria Regina,’ 
due at the Hartman next Feb. 24-26. 

‘Victoria Regina’ poster in the 
Hartman lobby bears the legend, 
‘Coming Soon.’ 

















In Schenectady last week, house 
management refused to advertise way 
in advance, as requested by the ‘Vic- 
to. a’ management, claiming it might 
hurt shows in between. UBO office 
in N. Y., booking the show, upheld 
the theatre in the dispute and build- 
up will start only in regulation time. 





Budapest, Sept. 17. 


Greatest Anglo-Saxon hits may 
flop disastrously here. Recent ex- 
amples are ‘Victoria Regina’ and 
‘Whiteoaks.’ 

Mazo de la Roche play, at the 
Maygar Theatre, got unanimously 
bad notices. Word-of-mouth abuse 
and weak b.o. confirmed the failure. 
Only redeeming point was the acting 
of Piroska Vaszary in the part of 
the grandmother. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ at the Vigszin- 
haz, was regarded as a sort of his- 
torical revue, with main accent on 
period costumes. Elma Bulla was de- 
cidedly miscast in the queen’s part; 
she is too nervous and fidgety and 
failed to bring home the character 
until the last act. Pager also missed 
the right note in the part of the 
Prince Consort, General public, not 
having sufficient interest in English 
history, found the play slow and un- 
interesting. 





SMALLER QUARTERS 


WFA Theatre Project Now Have 
Single Floor in Chanin Building 








WPA theatre project quarters at 
110 East 42nd street, N. Y., were in 
confusion early this week when of- 
fices were condensed. Instead of 





not make certain transactions until 
his father returned. 


Upon the elder Klaw’s return he | 


sided with the youth and the battle 
between the ‘syndicate’ heads start- 
ed. Erlanger bought out the part- 
ner, which probably turned out well 
for Klaw, since, not long afterwards, 


the K. & E. enterprises went into 
eclipse, 


Recent accounting of the Erlanger 
estate showed the liabilities to be so 
great that the estate is believed to 
be worthless. One of the creditors 
is Charlotte Fixel, who established a 


dower right as Erlanger’s common- 
law wife, 


Following the split, Klaw erected 
the Klaw theatre on West 45th street, 
N. Y, and backed several produc- 


three floors the project now oc- 
; cupies one, the eighth floor. Con- 
| siderable saving in rent will result, 
which is in line with the cutting 
down on the relief theatre’s allot- 
ment from the government. 

Financial department. which takes 
in the treasurers and managers crew 
was moved out and is now spotted 
at 95 Madison avenue, 





tions, with Joseph Klaw in charge 
of the house and shows. House has 
been out of the Klaw family’s hands 
for some years and is currently used 
by CBS as a broadcasting play- 
house. 





deceased’s wdiow and son, Joseph, 
Jr. survive. 


The other Klaw boy, Alonzo, and | 


PLENTY OF BIZ 
AUT NO KIDDING 


Doesn’t Have to Be Names, 
But Hix Resent ‘Cheap’ 
Cos. — And They Can 
Spot ’Em, Too 





TIPOFF TO MGRS. 





Reports from the road clearly in- 
dicate that there is plenty of busi- 
ness to be had for standout shows 
this year. Names are not requisite, 
and those attractions which have 
already opened out of town are 
flourishing, but there has been 
criticism of the presentations, which 
may be a tip-off to managers. In- 
clination to put out road shows with 


low-priced players has been de- 
tected. 


One instance was the press recep- 
tion given ‘The Women’ in Chicago 
last week. Reviewers conceded the 
merit of the show, original of 
which is still getting good coin on 
Broadway, but they blasted the cal- 
ibre of the company. Show started 
like a clean-up with a $20,000 week 
in Detroit, but the Loop critics, who 
‘know what it is all about, declared 
the cast was strictly mediocre. 


One scribe started his review 
with the comment that it looked as 
though Chicago would take it on the 
chin with those typical ‘road shows.’ 
All-women show does not feature 
its leading people, nor do most of 
the shows which are playing the 
hinterland at this time. However, 
casts have been given direction and 
experience by the process of switch- 
ing players in and out of the various 
companies, 

Chicago made no such complaint 
when the No. 2 ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You’ opened there (still 
running), nor against ‘Brother Rat,’ 
which jumped on to the Coast 
and is faring well. Indications are 
that hits without names have a bet- 
ter chance when duplicated for the 
road, but there still are skeptics in 
such stands and they are liable to 
dent the promise that showmen hold 
out for the road. 


Loop is figured to make a real le- 
git comeback this season and a 
house shortage there is not out of 
the question. Critical spanking of 
‘Women,’ therefore, created a buzz 
on Broadway and its effect will be 
watched. 


Among the touring attractions are 
two companies of ‘Tovarich,’ but 
neither is alluded to as a road show. 
One company is called A and the 
other L, but that appears not to be 
a managerial stunt. One ‘Tovarich’ 
is headed by Marta Abba, who was 
in the New York cast, it being the 
A show. Other has Eugenie Leon- 
tovich, who was in the London 
company, and that outfit is the L 
show. Understood that the latter in- 
sisted there be no No. 1 and No. 2 
and won the argument. 


DOROTHY BRYANT WILL 
SCRAM EQUITY PRONTO 


At the request of Dorothy Bryant 
}executive secretary of Chorus Equity, 
ithe council of Equity was called in 
special session Monday (27) for the 
purpose of choosing her successor. 
Regular council meeting was held 
Tuesday, but the additional huddle 
which failed of its purpose, was de- 
signed so that the matter not take 
up too much time during the usual 
weekly huddle. 


Mrs. Bryant is anxious to re- 
linquish the post, from which she 
resigned last summer, staying on 
only until such time when another 
leader will be selected. A campaign 
to organjze ensembles in night clubs 
and presentation theatres throughout 
the country will start soon, and she 
| figures her successor should be in 
action at the start of the movement. 
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Equity More Chipper; Cpposition 
Claimed Not as ‘Red’ as Formerly 





AUCTION ON ZIEGFELD 
PLAY RIGHTS TODAY 


Administrator of the estate of the 
late Florenz Ziegfeld has set a new 
date for the proposed sale of pos- 
sible rights to all shows in which 
the showman was managerially in- 
terested. Auction will be held today 
(29) at noon in the rotunda of the 
County Court House, White Plains, 


N. Y. Stipulation that no bid of 
less than $7,500 for all the rights 
claimed will be recommended for 
approval. 


Sale was to have been held on 
Aug. 5, but several authors on the 
Coast telegraphed William S. Coffey, 
administrator, to set the date back 
so that they could come to New 
York and protect their interests in 
a number of the shows listed. 


PERKINS’ SPOT 
LEFT OPEN AT 
EQUITY 


Sudden death of Osgood Perkins 
last week was received at Equity’s 
headquarters with deep concern, he 
having been the association’s first 
vice-president. As such, he was quite 
active in its affairs and during 
council sessions. Because of Perkins’ 
passing, the council was quickly ad- 
journed. It is understood that the 
office will remain vacant, out of re- 
spect to the deceased. In that event 
the post will not be filled until the 
annual election next spring. 

Perkins died at three a.m., Sept. 
21, soon after he appeared at the 
National theatre, Washington, D. C., 
as chief support to Gertrude Law- 
rence in ‘Susan and God.’ Four 
hours later the body was cremated, 
which was his wish. 

It had been decided to go on with 
the performances, Paul McGrath 
making the replacement, but Wednes- 
day’s matinee was cancelled because 
Miss Lawrence was hysterical after 
much rehearsing and strain follow- 
ing Perkins’ untimely passing. 


They Like 1, Razz Another 
But Both Dubious in Lond. 


London, Sept. 27. 


‘I Have Been Here Before,’ J. B. 
Priestly’s latest, opened at the Roy- 
alty theatre (22) to a receptive press. 
Despite scribes’ liking for usual dig- 
nified supernatural lines,  play’s 
chances are dubious. Wilfred Law- 
son plays lead. 

‘Take It Easy’ opened at the Palace 
(23) to a unanimous razzing from the 
gallery and polite, though just as 
unanimous, disapproval of press and 
stalls, and looks to exit momentarily. 


First Flop 


























‘Honor Bright,’ which the Shuberts | 


withdrew Saturday (25) in Detroit 
after trying it out for several weeks, 
is considered the first fliv of the 
season, although it is said that the 


Around Equity, following the over- 
ruling of the council’s action in dis- 
ciplining 50 WPA members for sirjk- 
ing against orders during a demon- 
Stration against cutting down of the 
federal relief theatre, 


the reaction 


among officers is reassuring. Obdjec- 
turs had won their point at the first 
quarterly meeting, but it was al- 
leged that 100 Equityites walked out 
before the slim vote was cast, 
wearied over the wrandling that 
continued through mos: of the after- 
noon, 

One of the administration leaders 
expressed ‘he opinion that the result 
was rather fortunate, because it 
ended a controversy which might 
have been strung out for years. That 
idea is based on the fact that the 
WPA recalcitrants had consulted at- 
torneys who are usually limelighted 
in such situations, and there was 
the possibility of legal proceedings 
against Equity, 

It had been anticipated that the 
meeting would disclose fresh pro- 
posals by the opposition element. 
However the appeal from the $50 
fines occupied the group’s attention, 
despite the fact that the fines had 
been suspended, 

On the sidelines an observer ven- 
tured the opinion that, s nce some of 
the opposition’s leaders have settled 
in casts pointed for long runs they 
have become less radically minded. 
On the other hand, it was stated 
that the same people were.as active 
as ever in Equity and the affairs of 
the Four A’s or affiliates. 

There exists a situation in Equity 
because of the illness of Frank Gill- 
more, which resulted in his being 
ordered by his doctor to the Coast 
via boat, Equity’s head will prob- 
ably have less friction with the op- 
position, especially since he is slated 
to step aside and handle the affairs 
of the reorganized Four A’s, There 
are other officials in the association 
on whom the opposish is expected to 
center their fire when the various 
situations within the stage unions 
are cleared up, 





Operation Forces 
Banks Out of ‘Quito’; 
Will Open Next Wed. 


Removal of a Kidney stone, de- 
scribed as a minor operation, forced 
Leslie Banks out of ‘To Quito and 
Back’ in Boston late last week. The- 
atre Guild, which will open the sea- 
son with the Ben Hecht play, states 
the English actor will be able to re- 
appear next week. Show, which was 
dated to premiere at the Guild Mon- 
day, will debut next Wednesday (6), 

Play is still in Boston, with Walter 
Greaza temporarily in the Banks 
part. 


MANAGERS OKAY NEW 
SCALE FOR DECKHANDS 


Managers have come to agreement 
with the stage hands union anent 
wage scales in New York and a two- 
year arrangement is to be signa- 
tured. Showmen conceded return- 
ing the cuts which were made in 











play will be revised and presented | 1932, but objected to restoring the 


in New York later. 
Play was first tried out at Matu- 
nuck, R. I., early in the summer. It 


| 


old broken time rates. A com- 
promise boost was finally okayed. 
Grips and clearers, whose pay goes 


was listed as the first straight play | from $50 to $54, will also get 25 cents 


entry on Broadway this fall. 





Chorus Equity Meets 


Chorus Equity is following the 
lead of its parent association by 
holding quarterly meetings. First 
of such sessions is dated for Friday 
afternoon (1) at the Center Hotel, 
formerly the No. 1 Elks clubhouse. 

Members will be admitted only if 
possessing a paid-up card, 





| more per hour for rehearsals and 


overtime, new rate being $1.75 the 
hour. That applies up to five p.m. 
Broken time up to eight a.m. calls 
for $2 per hour and $2.25 on Sun- 
days. Heads of departments’ new 
scale is $82.50, a lift of $7.50 per 
week and $3 per hour for overtime, 
while flymen and curtain men are 
upped from $54 to $58. 

New scales are retroactive as of 
Sept. 6. 
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P.A’s Burn at TMA’s or Else Edict 
1-Show-to-a-Man Rule the Headache 








Several members of the N. y.| 
Theatrical Press Agents, local iat 
ploiters group formed last winter, 
openly charged the Theatrical Man- 
agers, Agents and Treasurers Union | 
with attempting to force them into 
the union by tyrannical and despotic 
means, when Clarence Jacobson, paid 
business manager of the TMAT, ad- 
dressed a meeting of the p.a.’s at the 
Algonquin. 

Press agents burned when Jacob- 
son told them they would have to 
come into his organization or else. 
Terms, he said, were already fixed 
for the most part by TMAT. Meet- 
ing took no official action, but in- 
dividual members made hot state- 
ments expressing their own views, 
gist of which was that joining TMAT 
under those conditions was no dice. 


Jacobson was told that the press 
agents were the highest paid work- 
ers of the three groups, that many 
were specialists qualified by years 
of experience for their present jobs, 
and that they resented being dic- 
tated to by managers, treasurers or 
other ‘outsiders.’ It was no concern 
of other front-of-house men, they 
said, how press agents conducted 
themselves. 

Board 

Jacobson explained that press) 
agents in the TMAT were repre- 
sented on the union executive board 
by three members of the craft, and | 
promised an increase to five if the 
local p.a.’s came in. Present mem- | 
bers, he said, were Dan Slattery, 
Theodore Mitchell and Lodewick 
Vroom. Publicists said they had 
never heard of Slattery, that Mit- 
chell had not been a New York p.a. 
in years and that Vroom was like- 
wise ‘not a New York exploiter. Al- 
though some road agents have joined 
the TMAT, contention is that only 
one N. Y. agent is a member. 
NYTPA claims virtual 100% mem- 
bership among the locals; p.a. of 
every show now running belongs to 
it. 


Important point is the rule of 
TMAT that one man can only do 
publicity for one show. Members 
at the meeting told Jacobson that 
was okay for treasurers, because a 
treasurer could only be in one box- 


office at a time anyway, but that it| 


would be ruinous for p.a.’s. 


One member pointed out that the 
TMAT was asking the p.a.’s in on 
terms which meant not only less 
money, but the probability that 
many of them might not be able to 
make a living. 

Press agents say no other theatri- 
cal union limits the earning power 
of its members. Actors have worked 
in two shows at the same time, and 
also frequently do radio on the side. 
Stage hands work in a shop at the 
same time as holding stage berths, 
and, scenic artists design as many 
shows as they can get. 


Earning Power 


Press agents claim that the earn- 
ing power of both free-lance agents 
and those holding steady jobs as p.a. 
for one producer will be cut. 

As for independent and free-lance 
publicists, some maintain offices 
paying rent and salary of secretary 
or other assistants, and feel that 
they are as much in business as are 
commercial exploiters. 

Other freelances who do _ not 
maintain offices say the only way 
they can live is by taking more than 
one job as a hedge against a floppo. 
They claim it essential to overlap 
jobs to prevent long periods of idle- 
ness. Under the one job plan, they 
say, they would have to wait around 
for rehearsals to begin and find 
themselves on a limb if their show 
laid an egg. 


Publicists drew up a contract last} 


spring and recently went to the 
League of N. Y. Theatres and asked 
for recognition. Managers took the 
matter up but, before it came to a 
head, the League was told by IATSE 
officials to lay off. This put the 
managers on a spot and the matter 
was tabled, although it was said 
they viewed the request for recogni- 
tion in a friendly light. 


Some of the NYTPA 


the setup of TMAT all wrong. Don’t 


believe they ought to be in the same | 
and maybe) 
They feel there! 


union with treasurers, 
not with managers. 


‘Pursuit of Happiness’ 


| to renew 


members | 
favor union affiliation, but declare! 


y% 
if 


‘Happiness’ to Start 


Pitt Playhouse Off, 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 


Pittsburgh Playhouse’s third sea- 


ison will get under way Oct. 26 with 


under 
director, Frederick Burleigh, 
the Indianapolis Civic Theatre. 
succeeds Herbert V. Gellendre, 
guided the 
two years. 


a new 
late of 

He 
who 


Original intention was to launch 
the subscription series with ‘Bi- 
ography’ but, after a series of pre- 
liminary tryouts, Burleigh discov- 
ered he couldn’t cast the S. N. 


Behrman comedy satisfactorily. 

Playhouse is returning to its semi- 
amateur status this season, dropping 
its Equity classification and going in 
strictly for all local players. They’ll 
be paid, but only a nominal sal- 
ary. Group is also cutting its ap- 
prentice school to 20 students and 
training will be more on actual pro- 
duction than in instruc- 
tion. 


courses of 


Season will consist of seven shows, 
each running three weeks, and wind- 


ing up with a musical, something 
the Playhouse has never tried be- 
fore. Martha J. Arnold is the biz. 
mgr. this year and Bill Woodside 


jis in charge of publicity. 


CHI WPA DROPS ONE 


| 





OF ITS THREE HOUSES 





Chicago, Sept. 28. 
theatre has decided not 
its lease on the Princess, 
| and will content itself with only 
| two houses for the season, the Great 
Northern and Blackstone. 

Princess lease expires Oct. 3, and 
on that date the current bill of one- 
acters will be transferred to the 
Blackstone. 


Decision was also reached where- 
| by Sunday matinees of ‘Monesh’ 
would be dropped so that the Illinois 
Symphony could give its concerts at 
the Great Northern, rather than at 
| the Civic theatre, as was done last 
| year. 


Current Road Shows 


Federal 











Week of Sept. 26 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Shubert, New- 
ark, N. J. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ 
lyn, N. Y. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

‘Bury the Dead,’ Brighton, Brigh- 
ton, N. Y. (28), 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Garden, Atlantic 


Werba, Brook- 





City, N. J. (27). 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (Charlotte 
Greenwood), Chestnut St., Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Passing of Third Floor Back’ 
(Walter Hampden), Embassy, Port- 
chester, N. Y. 

‘Room Service,’ Geary, San Fran- 
cisco, 


‘Room’ Service,’ Masonic Aude, 
Rochester, N. Y., 27-29; Capitol, Al- 
bany, N. Y., 30; Bushnell Aude, 
Hartford, Conn., 1-2. 

‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Ford's, Baltimore. 

‘To Quito and Back’ (Sylvia Syd- 
ney), Colonial, Boston. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Erlanger, 
delphia. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. 

‘Tovarich’ (Marta Abba). 
Alexandra, Toronto, Can. 

‘Tovarich’ (Eugenie Leontovich), 
American, St. Louis, Mo. 

‘Victoria Regina’ ‘(Helen 


Phila- 


Royal 


Hayes), 


Shubert, Boston. 
‘Women,’ Erlanger, Chicago. 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Er- 


langer, Buffalo, N. Y., 30-2. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ Har- 
ris, Chicago. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Plymouth, Boston. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 


| Shubert, New Haven, Conn. 








{should be a separate union of press 
agents, with the theatrical p.a.’s in 
one unit, which would be divided 
| into two groups, one for road men 
and another for local boys, and each 
with separate rules because condi- 
tions affecting each are different. 








Playhouse during its first | 


Shows in Rehearsal 
‘Ghost of Yankee 
Theatre Guild. 
‘Hooray for What,’ Shuberts. 
‘A Doll’s House,’ Jed Harris. 
‘In Clover,’ J. & G. Krimsky. 
‘Follies’ (road), Shuberts. 
‘Between the Devil,’ Shuberts. 
‘Angel Island,’ George Abbott. 
‘’d Rather Be Right,’ Sam H. 
Harris. 
‘Wise Tomorrow,’ Barney Kla- 
wans- Warners. 


Doodle,” 


‘Madame _ Bovary,’ Theatre 
Guild. 

‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ 
Delos Chappell. 

‘Stage Door’ (road), Sam H. 


Harris. 

‘Antony and Cleopaira,’ 
land Stebbins. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(road), Alfred de Liagre. 

‘New Faces,’ Leonard Sillman. 


Row- 














CLEVES HANNA 
SETTLES UNION 
THES 





will then launch a tour 


| the board of directors held auditions# 


|or something akin to that, would-be} 


Cleveland, Sept. 28. 

Union trouble, which postponed 
the start of the Hanna's legit season 
la week, was finally settled with 
signing of a new contract by William 
Blair, jr., house manager, and Milt 
Krasny, head of ‘he musicians’ 
union. 

Under the new set-up, the thea- 
tre will have to hire a pit orchestra; 
or every play booked, whether | 








Debated 
originally 


musical. 
up the 
opening 

many 


straight drama or 
point that held 
skedded Sept. 27 
question of how 
were necessary. 
Krasny at first 


musicians 


demanded six, 
four union tunesters. They com- 
promised on five for straight dramas. 
Musicals call for 12 to 24. Reported 
salary figure per man is $78 mini- 
mum for 26 shows booked. 

Hanna also signed a winter con- 
tract with stage-hands, raising heads 
to $75 per week, assistants to $72.50, 


with $3 per hour for overtime and 
a minimum of five men for each 
show. 

Season’s opener on Oct. 4 is 
‘Tovarich,’ followed on Oct. 11 by 
‘Show Is On’; Oct. 18, ‘Doll’s House’; 
Oct. 25, ‘Amphitryon’; Nov. 1, ‘An- 


tony and Cleopatra.’ 


First stock venture tried out here 
since the depression days is the new 
Manhattan Stock Co., backed by 
William Bernard of New York. 
Troupe is taking over the old Man- 
hatian, formerly devoted to Yiddish 
drama, using Winchell Smith’s old 
‘Turn to the Right’ as a starter 
Saturday, Oct. 2. 


Two leads are Sylvia Paige, for- 
mer film actress known hereabouts 
for radio work over WHK, and Fred 
Hall, another ‘ex-’ from Warner’s lot. 
Leland Stanford Harris is directing. 





New Al Golden Play 
Set by Milt Shubert 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 

Alfred L. Golden, Pittsburgh play- 
wright who recently returned to 
town after doing a six-month writ- 
ing stint at 20th-Fox, has sold a 
new play, ‘Men—the Dogs,’ to Mil- 
ton Shubert for early production. 
Piece was written in collaboration 
with Milt Gross and was originally 
calied ‘G-String.’ 

Golden authored ‘Mimi Scheller,’ 
which ran briefly on Broadway last 
season. 





‘CHRISTIE’ IN ATLANTA 


Atlanta, Sept. 28. 

Unsmooth opening night perform- 
ances have been bane of Federal 
Theatre Project officials since the 
WPA entered show business here. 
In an effort to combat this, a special 
preview of Eugene O'Neill’s ‘Anna 
Christie’ was staged Monday (27) 
night for WPA employes of Atlanta, 
show starting its regular five-night 


|} run tonight (Tuesday). 


Directed by John Cameron, newly 
assigned here, the show stars an- 
other newcomer, Betiy Barlow, who 
recently completed her studies in 
drama at the University of Califor- 
nia. Clyde Waddell and John Wil- 





liams head the support 


| while Blair asked for a minimum of | 





| 





Cleve. Play House Bombed, Hands 
Questioned After ‘No Fair Ruling 





s 


Kinseys Wind Up 43d 
Season, Best Since ’29 


Millersburg, Sept. 28. 
Kinsey Komedy Co., oldest reper- 
toire troupe in existence, has ended 
43rd annual tour under canvas 





its 
here, the best since 
Frank F. Miller, 
will play 
cities during fair 


season 


gen. megr., claims. 


Company theatres in 
Ohio and 


one- 


weeks 
of 
nighters in smaller towns. 
Company opened its annual tour 
on May 1 and has confined its tour 





1929, | 


two | 


| training school. 


to Ohio, playing many towns where | 


the company had appeared each 
year for. the past three decades. 
Beth Kinsey, founder of the troupe, 
is out of the cast, assisting in the 
management of the company. Tent, 
props and other equipment will be 
stored here. 


N. Y. THEATRE LEAGUE 
SEC. POST STILL OPEN 


League of New York Theatres is 
still stalling on the appointnfent of 
an executive secretary. For a time 








secs being given the once over by 
means of quizzing as to their experi- 
ence and backgrounds. 


Number of applicants for the post} 
was the! has been steadily climbing, while the 


board is reported to be quibbling 
over the appointment. It appears 
that no one can get the job unless 
with the unanimous assent of the 
oard., 





Farnsworth Better 
After Appendectomy 


William P. Farnsworth, former ad- 
ministrator of the legit code, and 
more recently with the WPA theatre 
project in Washington and New 
York, is recovering from an emer- 
gency appendicitis operation at the 
Leroy Sanitarium. N. Y. Physicians 
say he is out of danger, although it 
had been reported that peritonitis 
had developed. 


4 

Patient recently withdrew from 
the relief theatre project, but re- 
mains on the advisory board. 


Big N. 0. Season 


New Orleans, Sept. 28. 

City will experience the most out- 
standing theatrical season in many 
years as a result of booking of some 
of Broadway's outstanding artists 
and plays into the municipal audi- 
torium. Attractions will be spon- 
sored by B. M. Grunewald. 


Opener will be the ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies’ for two matinee and two eve- 
ning performances starting Nov. 24. 
Others in the list will include Helen 
Hayes in ‘Victoria Regina,’ Salz- 
burg Opera Guild, and San Carlo 
Opera. 











Fixing ‘In Clover’ 


‘In Clover’ which was tried out in 
Baltimore and is due to open at 
the Vanderbilt, N. Y. next week, 
was brought back for further re- 
hearsing. Full rehearsal time was 
not used up originally, 

Piece was first known as ‘Mid- 
summer Night,’ with John and Ger- 
ald Krimsky presenting. They are 
also readying ‘The Fireman’s Flame.’ 
old time meller which goes into 
American Music Hall, N, Y. night 
spot. 








Kondolf to Chi 


George Kondolf, new production 
head of the WPA theatre project in 
New York, left for Chicago last Fri- 
day (24). Trip will include several 
days vacation. He was in charge of 
the project there. and came east on 
short notice. Visit now is partially 
to clean up some project matters and 
personal affairs. 

Showman will probably be back 
on the job early next week. 


Cleveland, Sept. 28 
Bombing of the Cleveland Play 


House, nationally known little thea- 
tre here, tore out part of its roof 
early Friday morning (24), blasted 
windows in nearby residential build- 
ings and has started the year’s most 
scathing investigation of the Cleve- 
land Federation of Labor. Attack 
is being directly blamed on the 
stage hands’ union, which recently 
put the house on the ‘unfair’ list. 
Union has been strenuously fight- 
ing to organize the theatre, which 
uses students stage-hands in its 
Demand was made 
for five professional stage-hands at 
a total salary scale of $300 per week. 
Thomas Lenahan, head of the CFL, 
at a recent meeting, denounced the 
Play House as ‘posing as an amateur 
theatre when it was charging ad- 
missions and paying professionals.’ 


as 


| Directors answered that it is a non- 


let room. 


profit and privately endowed enter- 
prise with purely cultural aims, and 
refused to concede to the demands. 

Blast occurred in a third-floor bal- 
Half of the theatre’s win- 
dows were smashed by a black-pow- 
der. bomb, causing damage of $1,000 
to the $260,000 building. - Explosion 
threw people out of bed in close-by 
apartments and was heard ten miles 
away. 

Accident will not hold up the sea- 
son’s opening Friday (1) of the 
world premiere of a new mystery 
melodrama, ‘The Other Half Stone’ 
Eliot Ness, city’s safety director, is 
having a detail of cops and detec- 


| tives cover it to prevent any more 





sabotage. Plans even to plant dicks 
in the audience, which is giving 
Frederic McConnell! something else 
to worry about. Play House’s man- 
ager is afraid this may kill business, 
giving first-nighters the alarming 
idea that anything and everything 
may come off. 
$1,000 Reward 

Instigated by the theatre’s indig- 
nant directors, who are among the 
town’s wealthiest tycoons, a_ stiff 
police drive is on to nip the bombers. 
Reward of $1,000 is being offered 
for any information leading to their 
arrest. Thomas Sidlo, Walter I. 
Flory and Laurance Norton are 
executives who dug down in their 
own pockets to raise the amount. 

John B. Fitzgerald, prez of the 
stagehands, and backstage boss of 
the civic auditorium, was yanked on 
the carpet by Ness for questioning. 
He admitted that he had two unsuce- 
cessful business conferences with the 
P. H. heads which led to the ‘un- 
fair-to-labor’ brand, but denied 
knowing anything about the bomb- 
ing. Ness is also quizzing Finnegan 
on veiled threats. John Laws are 
searching for another union organ- 
izer who allegedly said that the thea- 
tre might experience some disorder 
and violence because of its negative 
attitude. 

Latter hint disturbed McConnell so 
much that he asked for police pro- 
tection a week ago. At that time a 
group of 32 apprentice actors were 
beginning rehearsals of ‘Other Half 
Stone.’ 

Case is becoming a cause celebre 
of all of Cleveland’s labor vandal- 
ism because of the importance of the 
theatre. Built through benefactions 
of two millionaires, Francis E. Drury 
and Charles S. Brooks, it was re- 
cently given a large grant by the 
Rockefeller Foundation for its ‘ex- 
perimental theatre laboratory work.’ 
It’s affiliated with Western Reserve 
University. 

To refute charges of being a com- 
mercial theatre, the trustees pointed 
out that the P. H. averages 7lc per 
season ticket, barely enough to cover 
maintenance costs and not enough to 
pay union scales. Original costs of 
10-year-old building were paid off 
through subscriptions and endow- 
ments. As an educational institution, 
it gave a series of Shakespearean 
performances to 6,000 school kids 
last season for a record-low admis- 
sion fee of 35c. Entire system of 
experimental work would be nulli- 
fied, the backers claim, if pro. stage 
hands have to be hired. 





Ziemer Back on Job 
Buffalo, Sept. 28 
treasurer of the Er- 
its opening, has re- 


Fred Ziemer, 
langer since 


turned to his box-office duties. 
He broke both legs in a fall down 
the theatre stairs last season. 
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Comedy Parade in 


Chi Brings Coin: 


Women’ $16,100, Rat, Cant 126 Each 








Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Plenty of box-office interest in 
‘The Women,’ last week’s legit new- 
comer, and it looks a cinch for ripe 
coin returns for a four-week gallop 
at the Erlanger here. Notices were 
good, and the giggly word of mouth 
from the femmes who thought the 
show ‘naughty’ is an aid. 

Other two comedies of the town, 
‘Brother Rat’ and ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You,’ continue at an excellent 
pace, with neither siipping. 

Over at the WPA there’s plenty of 
action, with a new Yiddish show, 
‘Monesh,’ doing turn-away business. 
Has had a tremendous party demand, 
with sell-outs far in advance. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(6th week). Holding to steady b.o. 
trade, which is far on the right side 
of the books at the present $12,000 
gallop. 

‘The Women,’ Erlanger (1,300: 
$2.75) (2d week). Got away fast last 
week and turned in a big opening 
session at $16,100. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1.000: $2.75) (34th week). 
Running merrily on and on, with the 
end still far in the distance. Again 
over $12,000 last week. 

WPA 

‘Monesh,’ Great Northern. Theatre | 
parties going creat guns here. | 

One-acter series. Princess. 

‘The Straw,’ Blackstone. Due to} 
open shortly. 








v 


‘Boy-Gir?’ $5,500, Newark 


Newark, Sept. 28. 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ on its return en- 
gagement at the Shubert, having 
been here in the spring, turned in a 
fair $5,500 at the b.o. Crix were 
very favorable in their reviews. 
Current attraction is ‘Behind Red 
Lights,’ in for two weeks, and then 
‘Brother Rat’ for one week, after 
which the house goes vaudefilm. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Shubert 





(1,960: 


| 50-$1.50). Second showing of comedy 


here got fair support at $5,500. 


Despite Tough 


Breaks ‘Susan’ 


Got $12,000, D. C. 


Washington, Sept. 28. 

Despite the death of Osgood Per- 
kins three hours after the opening 
night performance and cancellation 
of the Wednesday matinee, ‘Susan 
and God’ wound up the week with 
approximately $12,000 at $2.20 top. 
Skipped matinee, at which nearly 


‘ $1,500 was lost in refunds and turn- 
aways, was caused by Gertrude 

‘Lawrence’s refusal to play without 

| make-up, three , physicians having 


$27,900, BOSTON 


———— 


Boston, Sept. 28. 
‘Victoria Regina’ is easily the 
queen of the current three shows on 
the local boards. With standees for 
every performance during the first 
of four weeks at the Shubert, Miss 


Hayes attracted a socko $27,500, 
crowding the records in the $3.30 
class. 


‘Can’t Take It With You’ is sailing 
through nicely in its fourth week at 
the Plymouth, and was dented only 
slightly by the invasion of two new 
shows last week. 

‘To Quito and Back’ opened last 
week at the Colonial and turned in 
an unexciting but fair gross. ‘Room 
Service’ comes to the Copley Oct. 4 
for a run. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Shubert) ($3.30) 
(1st week). Opened a four-week en- 
gagement with a bang, getting a heap 
of carriage trade from in town and 
dragging in a drove of out-of-town- 
ers besides. First frame whammo 
$27.500. 3 

‘To Quito and Back’ (Colonial) 
($2.75) (1st week). Ben Hecht’s new 
play brought in under Theatre Guild 
auspices is benefiting greatly from 
the subscrintion list. It is less pop- 
ular than the $11,000 for the first of 
two weeks would indicate. 

‘Can't Take It With You’ (Plym- 
outh) (2.20) (3d week). Still a very 
ponular piece of entertainment here: 
daffy comedy survived successfully 
the incoming of Miss Hayes and Miss 
Sidney on ovposition stages; third 
stanza very okay $15,400. 





Engagements 


Al Shean, John Williams, Anthony 
Blair, St. Clair Bayfield, Victor Bee- 
croft, Margaret Curtis, Paul Porter, 
Don Beddoe, Victor MacQuarrie, 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle.’ 

Constance Cummings, John O’Con- 
nor, Robert Vivian, Alice Belmore- 
Cliffe, Jacqueline de Witt, Hazel 
Hanna, Maurice Manson, Irving Mor- 
row, Arthur Chatterton, Arthur Grif- 
fin, ‘Madame Bovary.’ 

Janice Hanforth, Florence Reed, 
Lawrence Grossmith, Boyd Davis, 
Helen Flint, Agnes Doyle, ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ (road). 

Franklin Downing, ‘Ghost of Yan- 

ee Doodle.’ 

a La Torre, ‘Between the 

eV} by 
. Glenn Anders, Marguerita Sylva, 

Three Waltzes.’ 

Eric Wollencott. Maidel Turner, 
Clayton Collyer, Nigel Blake, Arline 
Francis, Louise Larabee, Morgan 
Conway, Doro Merande, Tom Gra- 

am, Alma Dickson, ‘Angel Island.’ 

Tamara, Earl Oxford, Leona Pow- 
ers. Blanche Ring,’ ‘Right This Way.’ 

Whitford Kane, ‘Robin Landing.’ 

Ruth Gilbert, ‘Processional.’ 


‘Room’ $10,500, Buff 


; Buffalo, Sept. 28. 
Room Service’ hit a nice gross of 


approximately $10,500 here last 
week, 





»! adi 
Played eight performances at 


=> the 
‘tanger and pleased all around. 


jordered her to lay off mascara dur- 
jing a full day’s treatment for in- 
flamed eyelids. Condition had been 
aggravated by loss of sleep during 
the hectic 36 hours after Perkins’ 
death, but had existed before. She 
was o.k. by the end of the week. 
Almost no cancellations because 
of Perkins’ death. All reviewers 
caught the show Tuesday night, with 
Paul McGrath playing second lead 
and gave it a second review, that, 
plus doubt over other performances, 
keeping the show all over the local 
sheets throughout the week. 
Following two good weeks, the 
house is dark for seven days, re- 


ATS show, ‘Madame Bovary.’ 
‘Miles’ Folds; ‘Service’ 
$8,000, 4th Wk., Frisco 


San Francisco, Sept. 28. 

‘Miles of Heaven,’ with Walter 
Huston, Nan Sunderland and Bar- 
bara O'Neill, closed at the Curran 
Theatre Saturday (25), after two dis- 
appointing weeks. 

‘Room Service,’ which saw four 
weeks at the Geary theatre, next 
door, has been faring much better, 
although the dip in the stock market 
and the heat wave which struck San 
Francisco the latter part of the week 
cut the gross considerably. How- 
ever, biz should pick up during the 
fifth and final frame. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Room Service,’ Geary (4th week) 
(1,700; $2.50). Comedy has_ been 
doing oke here, although Indian 
summer weather in San Francisco 
keeps most people out of doors. 
However. seat sale for fifth and final 
stanza is 25% above advance for pre- 
vious week. Fourth week showed a 
turnover of $8,000. 

‘Miles of Heaven,’ Curran (2nd 
week) (1,500; $2.50). Floppo of this 
new play not unexpected. Walter 
Huston and a strong supporting cast 
did everything possible to give it 
life, but to no avail. Little likeli- 
hood of any further dates. Last 
week.showed a take of a slim $6,500. 


lowa FTP Shakeup 


Des Moines, Sept. 28. 














Herbert Ashton, Jr., Iowa di- 
rector of the Federal Theatre 
Project, has been named regional 


director for Iowa and Nebraska, and 
Clarence Talbott, former project di- 
rector for the state of Washington, 
has been named Iowa state director. 
\Talbott formerly was production 
| manager for station KOL, Seaitle. 





Plans are under way for opening | 


of the Iowa Theatre Project here at 
the Kendall Community Playhouse, 
rather than in the President the- 


| 
| 
| 


|atre downtown, used last season. 
| However, the company will be a 
| production group, rather than a 


i stock company, this season, moving 
to several Iowa towns over a Cir- 
‘cuit plan. Opening vehicle will be 


‘Ah, Wilderness.’ and other plays 
planned for the season include 
‘Arms and the Man.’ ‘Thristy Soil,’ 
‘Excursion’ and ‘Havinss a Wonder- 
'ful Time.’ 


opening Monday (4) with the first | 


‘STAR-WAGON’ OFF TO 
$9,500 IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 

Legit season got under way at the 
Nixon last week considerably ahead 
of inaugurals of the last few years, 
but the start of ‘Star-Wagon’ wasn’t 
so auspicious from a biz standpoint. 
Hot weather staged a comeback at 
the same time, and a flock of thea- 
tre’s chief supporters locally hadn't 
returned to town from summer va- 








names, the play couldn’t better a 
pretty ordinary $9,500. 


cations, so, despite the lure of the | Té¢ 
Anderson-Meredith - McClintic - Gish | Yorkers refused to come into the 





Legion Jamboree Hurt Legits: 
Grosses Dived 25% All Around 


_ The American Legion convention- 
ites dumped plenty of money into 
New York last week, but the thea- 
tres got little if any support from the 
visitors. First three days of the 
meet Times Square was so jammed 
with people that traffic was sus- 
pended. It was almost impossible to 
reath theatres, and not a few New 


| theatre zone. 


| 
| 


Most legit theatre attendance 
dropped so much that, although there 


Sharp division of opinion on the | Was strong attendance from Thurs- 


merits of ‘Wagon’ was further dis- 
concerting to biz possibilities. 
| Opening was but the take 


its 
fair, 


| slipped immediately, and the whole | 


Cowards 8:30 


week wound up rather sluggishly. 


| Looks like the Nixon is in for one | 


|of its busiest seasons in some time. 
October is booked up solidly, with 
‘Brother Rat’ current and “Tobacco 
Road’ (third visit here), ‘Madame 
Bovary,’ ‘Antony and Cleopatra’ and 
‘Tovarich’ following in the order 
| named. 
Estimate for Last Week 


| 

| ; 
‘Star Wagon’ (Nixon; 2,100; $2.75) 
| —Not even the marquee strength of | 
and | 
|Gish could pull the season’s opener | 


Anderson, Meredith, McClintic 
| above a mediocre $9,500. But mavbe 
Pittsburgh’s still strictly a musical 
town. 





IN PHILLY, 
$14,500 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 
It’s becoming more and more ap- 
parent that Philly is in a show-going 
mood, which makes the delayed 
opening of the full legit season all 
the more regrettable. Particularly 








to relight when expected. First men- 
| tioned as opening Labor Day, this 
house won't start until Oct. 18, when 
| Helen Hayes arrives in ‘Victoria 
Regina.’ 

Locust, recently acquired by Law- 
rence Shubert Lawrence as an addi- 
tion to the local Shubert chain, might 
also have gotten off to an auspicious 
start. No opening date at all has 
been announced for this house. 

Last week both the Chestnut and 
the Erlanger fared well. Former 
offered Charlotte Greenwood in 
‘Leaning on Letty,’ and kept up its 
good streak with an entirely okay 
$14,500. Show’s in for four weeks 
and, with rave notices and scant op- 
position, should make the grade. 

Erlanger has “Tobacco Road’ and 
would like to hold it for a third 
week. Pittsburgh booking requires 
it to leave Saturday. Last week’s 
biz was surprisingly sturdy, with 
two-for-oneing turning the _ trick. 
Even with the low scale ($1.50 ton) 
and two-fors, the show, playing its 
fifth local envavement, started off 
with a nice $8,000. 

City has nary an opening now 
iuntil Oct. 11, when ‘The Passing of 
the Third Floor Back’ starts a week's 
engagement 

Estimates for Last Week 


week) (1.646; $7.50)—Fine opening 
night started this one off on ricvht 
foot, end cavacity Thursdav mt -lso 
helped, sivin’ it a sturdy $14.509 en 
the week. In for four weeks, with 
notices, word of mouth pnd extra 
advertising exnected to help. 

‘Tnbacen Roa’ (Frianver) (1st 
week) (2,000: $1. 50)—Plenty of two- 
for-oneing, hut showed real strength. 
especially at motinees: $8000: mon- 
ecrement world lite to hold it for a 
third week, but other bookings pre- 
| vent. 


‘HONOR’ SATISFACTORY 











Detroit, Sept. 23. 

Nothing like its predecessor a 
week previous, but ‘Honor Bright’ 
scampered home last week at tie 
Cass with a satisfactory $10,000. 
House is dark currently, but reopens 
Sunday (3) with ‘My 
Daughter.’ 

‘Honor Bright’s’ gross was amassed 
from nine performances, 
two matinees, at $2.75 top. Ballyed 
nicely, but the town was evidently 
let down following the amazing ses- 
sion on ‘The Women’ the week previ- 
ously. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Honer Brivht,’ Cass (1,400: 
top). Hit while the town was 
letdown, but completed nine 
| formances to satisfactory $10,000. 


$2.75 
ona 
per- 


s ° ettv’ (Che: t) (st | : 
Leaning om Low — ithe Columbia Grand Opera Co. in 





| 
| 
| 


| 


LETTY SOCKS 


'$2.75) (1st week). 





unfortunate is the Forrest's failure | 


| 
| 





day on, grosses in most houses 
dipped 25% over the previous week, 





Lures H wood For 


$10.500 Ist Wk. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 28. 

Noel Coward's ‘Tonight at 8:30’ did 
right smart at the Biltmore on ini- 
tial week of a two-stanza engage- 
ment, considering the weather and 
all kinds of opposition. Group of 
one-act plays is drawing from the 
Hollywood mob and with a heavy 
advance second week should pan out 
equally profitable. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Biltmore (D-1,656; 
On six nights and 
two matinees group of playlets gar- 
nered very good $10,500, more than 
anticipated. 

WPA 


‘Captain Brassbound’s Conversion,’ 
Hollywood Playhouse. Shaw comedy 
debuted (23) and is set to run 
through Oct. 17. 

‘The World We Live In,’ Mayan, 
premieres 30th with cast headed by 
Jack Baston, Walter Marshall, Pa- 
tricia Craig, Carole Woods, Gareth 
Hughes and Angus Cairns. John 
Bair directing. 


RAT LIVELY 
$11,800, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 28. 

With both legit houses open, local 
reaction by press and public to the 
season at hand indicates bullish do- 
ing for the unusually complete setup 
promised during the coming months. 
Response to ‘Brother Rat’ at Ford's, 
a repeat in this town, was hey hey 
from the gun, ringing up $11,800 at 
the final countup. Pre-Broadway 
opening of ‘In Clover’ at the Mey- 
land got off to a promising opening 
night, but petered out after a brace 


of uncomplimentary notices, not 
reaching $3,000 for the week's effort. 

Advance on ‘Susan and God’ at 
Ford’s this week is reported good. 
Maryland is currently dark, but has 








for a full week of repertoire next 
week, as Ford’s lists ‘Wise Tomor- 
row’ pre-Broadway showing of a 
Warner Bros. import. 

Other bookings for October in- 
clude George Abbott's premiere of 
‘Angel Island’ and ‘Many Mansions’ 
at the Maryland, and the Guild pro- 
duction of ‘Amphitryon 38’ and 
‘Leaning on Letty’ scheduled for 
Ford’s. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Ford's (1,988: $2.20). 


|Good advance and very s‘eady play 
| thereafter, piled up profitable $11,800 


| for 


$10,000 IN DETROIT 


Darling | 


including | 


this repeater. Good reaction 
from local crix and appetite for 
fiesh, long absent, helped stimulate 
doings. 

‘In Clover,’ Maryland (1,570: $2.20). 
Nice opening night turnout for this 
pre-Broadway attempt by the ixrim- 
skys petered out following general 
dressing-down bv the local review- 
ers, garnering $2,700. 


‘Tovarich’ $10,000, 





| gionnaires, 


| 





| 


| meller 


Night of the parade; when east-toe 
we.t traffic was ruled off either way 
from Fifth avenue, accounted for 
the week’s lowest attendance. Ticket 
agencies closed up early, with hardly 
any sales made after seven p. m. 
Uniil the good-timers grew weary 
and vamped home, every night was 
New Year’s eve 

‘George and Margaret,’ an English 
comedy, opened at the Morosco, and, 
while its press reception was divided, 
business was better than exvecied. 
Show got $7,000 in five times (opened 
Wednesday) and started this week 
with an $1,100 house. ‘Blow, Y,e 
Winds,’ which postponed to Thursday 
at the 46th Street to duck the Le- 
was accorded a ten'd 
press. “The Lady Has a Heart’ 
sterted Saturday at the Longacre 
with a thumbs down result. 

The Show Is On’ did not get the 
best of breaks by attempting a re- 
peat at the Winter Garden. It is 
soing to Chicago after a two weeks’ 
date ending Saturday (2) instecd of 
staving an expected month or so. 

Due next week: ‘Susan and God’ 
Plymouth; ‘To Quito ahd Back.’ 
Cuiid: ‘In Clover,’ Vanderbilt. and 
‘The Fireman’s Flame,’ one of those 
and beer shows et the ex- 


;}church American Music Holl. 





| 


| last 








| 
| 


} 


| $6 900, 


| 


Split-Week Ind’polis, 


Indianapolis, Sept. 28. 
Leontovich, here in 
varich’ at the English theatre, 
three nights and one matinee 
formance, Thursday, Friday. Satur- 
day (23, 24, 25). opened the legit 


Eugenie 
for 


season nicely to the tune of approxi- | 


mately $10,000. 

Supporting cast was given unani- 
mous boosts by the trio of loca! 
| cricks, 


‘To- 


per- | 


| week, 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (25th 
week) (M-1,385; $3.30). Soched 
down about 25% through jamming of 
Times Square by Legionnaires; 
around $13,000. 

‘Blow Ye Winds,’ 46th 
week) (C-1,375; $3.30). Opened laie 
week; drew tepid press, but 
some b.o, activity; chances better in- 
dicated this week. 

‘Brother - Rat,’ Biltmore (42nd 
week) (C-991; $3.30). Not aided by 
Legion convention, either, with tak- 
ings dipping under $6,500: betters 
even break at figure, however. 

‘French Without Tears,’ Miller (1st 
week) (C-944; $3.30). Presented by 
Gilbert Miller and London asso- 
ciates; written by Terrance Rattigan: 
imported from England; opened 
Tuesday. 

‘George and Margaret,’ Morosco 
(2nd week) (C-961-$3.30). Opencd 
middle of last week, getting mixed 
notices; business, however, bettcr 


St. (2nd 


‘than indicated; $7,000 in five per- 


formances. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(32nd | week) (CD-1,000; $3.30), 
Started last week badly, as did most 


others, but closed strong; nearly 
reached $7,000. 

‘How Come Lawd,’ 49th St. (lst 
week) (D-700; $3.30). Presented by 
Negro Theatre Guild; written by 
Donald Heywood; slated to open 


Thursday (30). 

‘Lady Has a Heart,’ Longacre (1st 
week) (CD-1,019; $3.30). Opened 
Saturday (25); unfavorable press 
and chances doubtful; called ‘Jean’ 


abroad. 

‘On Location,’ Ritz (lst week) 
(C-918; $2.95). Presented by East 
Coast Studios; written by Kent 
Wiley; opened Monday (27) after 
severa postponements; plenty 
panned. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (20th weck) 
(C-1,0599; $3.30). Eased off because of 
convention crowds, with takin’s a 
couple of hundred under $14,000; 
should come back and again ap- 
proximate capacity. 

‘The Show Is On,’ Winter Garden 
(repeat eng.) (2nd week) (R-1,671; 
$3.30). Business not so good during 
convention and management decided 
to shoot revue to road; open in Chi- 
cago next Monday (4); next show 
due is ‘Hooray for What.’ 

‘The Star Wagon,’ Empire (Ist 
week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Presented 
by Guthrie McClintic: written by 
Maxwell Anderson; well re#arded in 
Buffalo but only fair in Pittsburgh; 
opens tonight (29). 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (40th 
week) (C-1,048; $3.30). Like most 
other attractions, the gross declined 
during the Legion goings-on; did 
very well, though, with better than 
$14.000. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (199th 
week) (C-1.107; $1.65). Not so much 
off: low price run leader turned in 


satisfactory statement, with the 
count at $5,500. 
‘Virginia,’ @ Center (5th weck) 


(M-3.438; $3.30). Claimed over £20- 
000, but reported to be under that 
mork; however, final days last week 
very pond, 

‘Yes, Mv Darline Dauchfer,’ P'-v- 
house (33rd weelt) (C-878: £3.30). 
Like the others, the drov could not 
he staved off; estimated around 


‘You Can’t Take It With Wor? 
FRooth (42nd week) (C-70*% £3.°0), 
Less affected than other shows lest 
with the gross quoted eat 
$14,700; virtual cavacity. 

Revivals 

Abbey Players, Ambessador: lim- 
ited sepson starts Saturday (2), with 
‘Kotie Roche’ the onenin« attrac’ on. 


‘King Richard J¥’ St. James de'ng 
okav, but slipped with field lest 
weck. 

WPA 


‘A Fero Is Born,’ Adelphi: due to 
open Friday (1). 

‘Swine It,’ JV.afovettes 
revue moved to Harlem. 
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Plays on Broadway 


George and Margaret 





Comedy in three acts, presented at the 
Morosco, Sept. 22, by John C. Wilson; 
(Nicol Coward and Warner Bros. also as 
sociated): written by Gerald Savory; $3.50 
to 
er eee rs re Moya Nugent 
Maulcolm......-eeeeeeeee+--Morland Graham 
ee ....Irene Browne 
Dudley. .cceccccse ....Arthur Macrae 
BFranki c¢venes tees cust oe 
CPUS. 6 cccovessvecteveses Richard Warner 
tt eV acees 060beh aR OCOew Ane Alan Webb | 
heer : hee .»...-Gladys Henson | 

They are still laughing at this 
farcical comedy in London and ac- | 
cording to the giggle count at the | 
premiere here, ‘George and Mar- 


garet’ should register at least mod- | 


erately well. 


Dehn C. Wilson and Noel Coward, | 


wh>d are managerially associated, 
gathered the present cast, two of the 
players having been with the latter 
in his ‘Tonight at 8:30." Coward also 
worked on the show as stager during 
its pre-Broadway showing in Can- 
ada. That may account for the 
spoed of the dialog. Coward told 
the actors they are in America now 
ani should talk fast, the dialog 
be'ng speeded so much that a num- 
ber of comedy lines were lost to the 
first nighters. 

‘George and Margaret’ 
play in that neither of the persons 
in the title appear. They are ex- 
pected visitors to an English fam- 
ily consisting of parents and three 
grown offspring, Dudley, 
and Claude. There is no plot, the 
play simply designed to divert solely 
th ough dialog 

Alice, the mother, is the sparkplug 
of the proceedings, flighty and 
funny, fussing aplenty to be ready 
for the expected George and Mar- 
garet, whom she likes. The others, 
including complacent papa Malcolm, 
th'nk the couple are bloody bores. 
F. -nkie, the daughter, has a rep for 
h- ving affairs which seem not to dis- 
tu > the elders nor brothers. 

Along comes a friend of Dud’s, a 
ni:> enough fellow called Roger, and 
ths"’s the finish of Frankie’s single 
b’ »ssedness. 

There is another impending pair- 
in* not so romantic, when Claude, 
the stolid son, falls in love with 
G'cdys, the maid. When mom hears 
they are to marry, the inflection of 
her voice is such that a solid laugh 
came out. Gladys does a bit of her 
own reasoning with mother and gets 
okay of the family. 

But there has to be a new maid, 
and Gladys breaks her in. The comic 
Peer looks as funny as they say she 
does. Entering and moving her lips, 
nothing comes out and then finally 
Goorge and Margaret are announced 
by the inarticulate Beer as the cur- 
tain descends. 

Irene Browne as the mother car- 
ries most of the show in a manner 
remindful of Mary Boland. Arthur 
Macrae, a juvenile, over here for 
the first time, scored as the saner 
of the sons. Rosalyn Boulter as 
Frankie, Morland Graham as pop, 
Moya Nugent as the maid and Gladys 
Henson as the successor who don’t 
talk, are the chief support. 

Play has an eight player cast, and 
there is one set, so with an aver- 
age break it should get by. Ibee. 


The Lady Has a Heart 


Comedy in three acts presented at Long- 
acre, N. Y., Sept. 25, '37, by Rufus Phil- 
lips and Watson Barratt; adapted by Ed- 
ward Roberts from Hungarian original by 
Lodislaus Bus-Fekete; Vincent Price and 
tlissa Landi featured; staged by present- 
ers: £5.30 top. 












Sy Rr y a eoeeess-JUdith Alden 
F 1 PERN TRE EPL Pee ++. Vincent Price 
Countess Mariassy..eeeeceseess Hilda Spong 
Countess Katinka...... eoee- Elissa Landi 
Count Mariasay.<.ccscesececece Lumsden Hare 
Count Gyorgy.... boneeivesé Royal Beal 
Radic Announcer........... Kerek Fairman 
TT PaTEL PYTTT EEL Te Katherine Standing 
POCONOS. . 6s iw tasececchetestaaen es Tom Bate 
Blectrician. .ssceccceccccves Richard Bowler 





They thought well of this comedy 
in Vienna last winter, when it was 
called ‘Jean,’ so much so that 20th- 


| has 
is a trick | 


Frankie | 


| ent 








Fox bought the picture rights. Holly- 
wood may do okay with it, but 
Broadway will probably give it the 
once-over lightly. 

‘Lady’ was reputed to be quite 
comic and perhaps that was so over 
there. In the version displayed here 
there is little diversion. Maybe the 
fault is in the adaptation, though 
the story impresses as having small 


appeal. Idea of servants being glam- | shame, since they won't be in use 
orous appears to have been better | long. Kavf. 
taken care of in “Tovarich.’ | ene German 

Jean is butler and valet to Count | 
Mariassy, a rather senile codger who ON LOCATION 
is a prime minister. Young man 1S} ¢omeds . in three acts presented 
personable but his station is well es- | at Rit N. ¥., Sept. 27, ‘87, by East 
tablished, since Jean’s father had the | Coast Studios, Inc.; written by Kent Wiley; 
same position in the household. Sud- | *"*65' 1 by same; $2.75 top. f 
denly it is announced that he has |Annie.... dekeshiabess” oe cee | 
been elected to parliament on a | Father Kennedy.-..-.+ ++ a org tnt to 
ticket opposed to his excellency’s. Orindy O'ROUPKC...cceccocccesss Bem Doyle | 

That makes no difference to Jean, | Doc Howe. ......++e+reeeessees + og ve 
who continues valeting. Old boy | } pl eyo pishhbpbareemed:s ea Sheen 
even smiles when the man attacks | pag Kinnear.......::+ee: """Charies Keane 
him on the floor of the legislative | will Curran.................: Lamar King | 
chamber and, in fact, the socialist | Sheriff Meteash....... Geoige F. Spaulding | 
party forces the count out of office. | Stella Walace....-+..+++s Thang Behe ond 
Katinka, his daughter, defends the tee “SG a “en i a ewe ha ‘Kathleen Hart 
old boy and indicates a loathing for | Fay Foster............-.6++ Marjorie Novton | 


Jean. Actually she is in love with 
the man, and he with her. That she 
a politically aspiring husband 
makes no difference. Lovers em- 
brace in her home and, in the last 
act, she reveals the affair to her 
mother, who admits having strayed 
from the marital path, too. 

Main fault with the play is the 
absence of effective comedy. Per- 
formance indicates it is one of those 
in-betweeners that liberally dot the 
stave seasons. Vincent Price, young 
man who landed in ‘Victoria Regina’ 
but ducked its road tour, gives a 
good enough performance as the 
glorified valet, while Elissa Landi 
shows spirit as his titled lover. Oth- 


ers are SO-so. Ibee. 
BLOW YE WINDS 
Comedy-drama in three acts (8 scenes) 
by Valentine Davis, presented by Arthur 


Hopkins .at 46th St. Theatre, IN. Y., Sept. 
23, "57; stars Henry Fonda, features Doris 






Dalton; staged by Hopkins; sets Cirker 
and Robbins; $3.30 top, 

a ME . PERERET ET OTEL eT ee James Doody 
Hayden (Chase. ...ccccece e+.. Henry Fonda 
Ss OORT 0 stn ntdbnced ««-Harry Hermsen 
George Cosden.....cees eeee-+-Albert Hayes 
Amy POE vic ctatssice eveeslLinda Lee Hill 
Joseph Allison. .....ceeseeses. Blaine Cordner 
Christine Lawrence...eesee-.-Doris Dalton 
Benjamin Lessing....seccee... Blair Davies 
Otto Hardt eecnecoee- Mgar Barrier 
Mary Doran......cecseseses Helen Murdoch 
Ruth Wessing....... e+»Mary Rockwell 
John MeKnight...cccscsecss ..KEdgar Stebli 


An Elevator Man...cecceee. James Clairton 





It is barely possible that a differ- 
cast and a different director 
might have made ‘Blow Ye Winds’ 
passable entertainment, But, as is, 
it is just another miss. 


Subject matter is hackneyed, but 
treated pleasantly enough, Doris 
Dalton is a Ph.D. facing a briiliant 
future. Henry Fonda is a sour lad 
who likes nothing more than fishing 
and sailing boats and who hates the 
city and who has no ambition what- 
ever. The two fall in love, Will 
love win or will Miss Dalton’s career 
win? Davies, the author, thinks it 
can: be arranged so that both do and, 
in three pleasantly chatty acts he 
proves his point. 

But there is practically no action 
and the chatter becomes mighty 
stuffy on occasion. If Fonda or 
Miss Dalton attempted to really act 
things out maybe it wouldn’t be so 
bad. But they are both inclined to 
sit around and take things easy. 
Fonda not only gives the impression 
of being miscast but practically eon- 
vinces that his heart and his mind 
are elsewhere. He just recites his 
lines as they come and that’s that. 
Miss Dalton is no better. In fact 
there is only one piece of good act- 
ing in the play, that in a small role 
by Edgar Stehli and this is so good 
that, while Stehli is onstage the play 
begins to acquire significance and 








GOOD NEWS FOR TALL GIRLS! 


smart LAL on the new 


Qurered CroeQ 


You'll view them with enthusiasm because 


their svelte lines are skillfully designed for 
wm. the Lowered Heel. . their colors are matched 
j_ to the rich autumn shades you'll be wearing. 


Black bucko with wine and grey patches, 395 


brown with green and copper-rust . . 


*made 
expressly for 


450 FIFTH AVE. 


— —————— 


|. MILLER 


562 FIFTH AVE. 1552 B'WAw 




















| Lord Heybrook 


: ; | Tears’ were as funny and mature as | 
| the second, Gilbert Miller would un- | 


@e | first act 
| second act remains to be seen. 


derstand how England took it to its 
|; bosom with such acclaim, but once 


= | length comedy and builds up to a 


meaning. Alas, he isn’t onstage very 
long. 

Arthur Hopkins, who hasn't had 
much luck in the past few years, has 
directed the play for himself in what 
has become to be known as the 
honor system method of direction. 
Thus, for instance, in at least two 
instances, Miss Dalton and Fonda 
are permitted to sit absolutely quiet 
for 10 full minutes and do nothing 
more than gab at each other. ; 

There are two very interesting 
sets which suggest that the physical 
production was most distinctly not 
a cheap one. And that, too, 





Billing says ‘On Location’ is a com- | 


edy of the golden west, but that was 
a promse unfilled fer there is so} 
little to lure the playgoer. Latter, | 
if any, will probably grow weary of 
looking at the single interior 
cabin in the Rockies. 

How an attractive girl, intent on 
working a gold mine that has no} 
nuggets, could get 
a conceit of the author. That she 
takes on a relief group from the 
WPA to work the claim is another. 

Story starts wandering and be- 
comes too involved to hold attention, 
but on the scene arrives a director 
from Hollywood and his cameraman. 
They come to an isolated spot 
to film an unwritten story which is 


another thing to be or not to be 
believed. Seems that director Gene | 


Cabot knew of Amy Rand and her 
project and so decided to get her 
own story, and depict real life among 
gold miners. 

Father Kennedy, priest of the dis- 
trict, enters into the scheme to fool 
the director. Crew is one of cast- 
offs, including a button-hole maker 
from the Bronx whose dialect com- 
edy does not register, and a youth 
who fled jail after serving time on 
an assault charge which he claims 
was untrue. He is in love with 
a young school teacher who, some- 
how joins the camp. 

Also from Hollywood enters 
blond vamp, one Fay Foster. Gene 
had directed her in a picture in 
which she is shown frequently tak- 
ing a bath. Fay likes the guy and 
wants to either have an affair with 
Gene or marry him. That breaks in 
on the impending romance between 
Amy and the director. Girl sud- 
denly declares she won’t write the 
story and when it is disclosed that 
the men are WPA’ers, Cabot calls 
things off anyhow. Men are about 
to leave for another relief project 


a | 


when the _ priest smoothes. the 
ruffled waters. 
There is no fun in all this, 


although there is a line here and 
there which calculated to register. 
One has the film actress declare to 
the director that she took him off 
hamburgers and put him on caviar. 
Male section of the cast was re- 
cruited from the Lambs club. most 
of whom have not appeared lately. 
Samuel Ruskin Golding sponsors 
the show under a corporate title and 
it is reported he is also the author, 
billed as Kent Wiley. Ibee. 


Plays Outof Town | 














French Without Tears 


Princeton, Sept. 27. 
Comedy in three acts by Terence Ratti- 
Zan, presented by Gilbert Miller in 
ciation with Howard Wynham and Kronson 


ASSO 


Albery. Directed by Harold French; set- 
ting, Raymond Sovey; at MeCarter theatre, 
Princeton, N. J., one day, Sept. 25, °37. 
[Opened on Broadway last night (28) at 
the Henry Miller theatre.]. 

POMOER LAMB. wccoscesectveouss Philip Friend 
eee SURGE, aicsccoccoesees Guy Middleton 
lion, Alan Howard.......... Frank Lawton 
Marianne. ......eeseeee0..5imone Petitjean 
Monsieur Maingot............Marcel Vallee 
Lt.-Commander Rogers.....Cyril Raymeand 


Diana Lake......... Penelope Dudley Ward 
ee SUR vis rkae ceedens ste Hubert Grege 
Jacqueline Maingot........Jacqueline Porel 
..+-Edward Ryan 





for long periods. 





| 


is a} 


| at the old Union Square theatre. 


of a | 
} 


in that spot is | 


all accounts of $10 or more. 


~ Inside Stutf—Lesit 


Savings banks in New York have been advertising in the dailies, listing 
many thousands of names of persons whose accounts have been inactive 
Lists show that such persons have money to their credit, 
and indications are that many have forgotten the deposits. Amounts are 
not announced and may be small, since the banks are required to include 


_— 





One savings institution last week listed a number of professionals, in. 


cluding Maude Nugent Jerome, Fred F. Proctor, Jr., Wilda Bennett Schable, 


Anna Taliaferro, John N. Ostrander, 


Mott. 


Paul Francis Cunahan and Hamilton 





In ‘George and Margaret,’ an English comedy which opened at 


the 


Morosco, N. Y., last week, those characters are often mentioned, but do 


not appear. 


talked about, but never entered. 


Same idea was used in a sketch played by the Four Cohans 
Fellow by the name of Mulcahy was 
Between shows a picture 


inscribed: 


‘This is Mulcahy’ was placed in the lobby, which brought laughter. 
It is a first play by George Savory, son of Kenneth Douglas and Grace 


Lane, British actors. 
Stockings.’ 


Dougles appeared over here 


in ‘A Pair of Silk 





Although Dodd, Mead & Co. anounces the publication of ‘Adventures 
Among the Immortals,’ by Lowell Thomas, the book was written in col- 


laboration with Percy Burton. 


Latter is currently manager and agent for 


the Abbey Players, troupe which opens at the Ambassador, N. Y., Satur- 


day (2). 


Work is a volume of reminiscences and is Burton’s experiences 


with notables of the London and New York stage, with whom he was 


associated. 


Burton also was press agent for Thomas. 





Having closed his apartment and stored the furniture, Gilbert Gabriel 


has gone to the country to write another book. 


It is a biography of Wil- 


liam Walker, a buccaneer who operated in and around Nicaragua. 
Former drama critic, who was shuffled out when Hearst scrapped the 
N. Y. American, is considering several Hollywood offers and will probably 


go to the Coast during the winter. 





sentation and night clubs. 


fields throughout the country. 


first of the year. 


drama by Victor Wolfson. 


company manager. 


in his care. 


There are two stage unions which have jurisdiction in vaudeville, pre- 
American Federation of Actors has the prin- 
cipals, while Chorus Equity has the say about the chorus. 

There was some misunderstanding of that status, due to the ruling out of 
burlesque, but the two organizations are now supposed to operate in both 





Norman Bel Geddes has set back his proposed musical show until the 
It may be a revue, but a book musical was also planned. 
Designer-manager is casting ‘Lower Than Angels,’ a six-scened melo- 
Latter’s first play on Broadway was ‘Excursion.’ 





Eddie Cook is back with John Golden, handling ‘Susan and God’ as 
He was general manager when Golden and the late 
Winchell Smith were together and when a number of road shows were 





|'Kleines Glueck auf der 


Wieden 


(‘Bit of Luck on the Wieden’) 
Vienna, Sept. 15. 


Comedy in four acts (ten scenes) by Vike 
tor Skutezky, produced by Wilhelm Chmel- 


nitzky at Deutsche Volkstheatre, Vienna; 
scenes set by Alfred Kunz; music, Alex- 
ander Steinbrecher, 

PURE BOOP ic és ceeecesesecets Maria West 
Frau Schikola....csccesss Gisela Werbezirk 
MMMOS «6 6 65 6 044446-06600046008 Olly Holzmann 
POO: 0c cccadauesisescbhas se Coase Hans Olden 





Round trip through old Vienna, 
with a well-constructed logical plot. 
Story might have happened in the 
romantic days before the rational- 
ization of ‘love.’ 

Viktor Skutezky’s name appears 
for the first time on the author’s list 
of the Deutsche Volkstheatre. 

Agnes (Olly Holzmann), of ice- 
skating rink fame at home and 
abroad, is a servant girl from the 
country. She comes to Vienna, has 
everything she wanted and dreamt 
of—except a lover. Frau Schikola 
(Gisela Werbezirk in one of her 
funniest roles) invents a lover for 
her. Writes long love letters to calm 
the young blood of the country lass. 


| Eventually, of course, the real man 


shows up, who, by coincidence, re- 
—— the love robot—and marries 
er. 

Series of side comedies run through 
the play: the Prater (amusement dis- 
trict), Grinzing wine halls, working- 
men at the Steyr automobile factory, 
etc. Old-time humor and modern 
times are well intermingled for much 
laughter. Maass. 


MADAME SANS GENE 


Vienna, Sept. 16. 


Musical comedy in three acts, by Hans 
Weigel, from Sardou'’s play of same title; 
music, Bernhard Gruen: produced by Hell- 


muth Hellmer at Theatre an der Wien, 


Vienna; scenes directed by Fritz Guttman: 





If the first act of ‘French Without | 


doubtedly have another ‘Tovarich’ 
on his hands. But whether the play 
can overcome the weaknesses of the 
and the first half of the 


During several uncomfortable mo- 
ments in the first half of this im- 
“orted comedy, it is difficult to un- 


Terence Rattigan, the author, gets 
into his stride (somewhere approxi- 
mating 9:45 p. m.) the result becomes 
a gay, sparkling affair which makes 
for uproarious comedy and Grade A 
entertainment. As it now stands, the 
second half of this fluffy play packs 
more laughs than the average full- 





(Continued on page 59) 


dances, Fritz Klingwenheck: ors hestra, An- 

ton Paulik 

Napoleon ............Le0 Reuss Brandhofer 

CSTE Wa wcdedseds bad occ’ Christ] Mardayn 
. Seen Ae éiadeesdabenecs Leopold Biberti 

Fouche ry TiT Ty Kurt von Lessen 

fe, Ee eee ree Emil Stoehr 


Offenbach’s and Lecoque’s musical 
sarcasm are closely followed by 
Bernhard Gruen. It is an excellent 
score that the composer, who was 
signed by MGM a short time ago, has 
written. He excels himself in the 
first act, when the author, Weigel, 
gives him the chance to underscore 
the events on the stage. In the sec- 
ond and third, Gruen contributes 
more modern music. A tango, ‘Wir 
Bleiben Zusammen’ (‘We Remain 
Together’), -a parody on the police 
affairs of the French revolution, and 
a song on why the Viennese are best 
liked in the world look like socks. 

Premiere is at the same time the 
farewell for Leo Reuss Brandhofer, 


Plays Abroad 


also an MGM signee, who will film 
in Hollywood in Lon Chaney parts. 
Reuss has only to play in the third 
act, the big scene with Catherine 
Huebscher, pretty laundress, who be- 
came the Duchess of Lefebvre. It is 
the only scene of the comedy which 
has drama, 

First two acts are too long-drawn 
out. Sardou’s plot fails to develop 
under Weigel dialog, which, though 
snappy at times, is only at its best 
when Gruen’s music sets in. Then 
Weigel is able to show once more 
his ability as a lyric writer. 

Christl Mardayn is excellent; Leo- 
pold Biberti as the annoyed Duke is 
energetic and manly; Fouche, police 
chief, as acted by Kurt von Lessen, 
is not funny enough at times; Stoehr 
as Count Neipperg is reserved, 

Maass, 


THE DAY IS GONE 


London, Sept. 14. 


Play in three acts by W. Chethame- 
Strode, produced by John Fernald at the 
Embassy theatre, Swiss Cottage, London, 
Sept. 13, '37. 

EE? OEMS eee the ors Ve te Ellis Irving 
Mabel Thatcher....cseeee...-+-Sy¥bil Grove 
Stanley Thatcher......... Nicholas Hannen 
SepONee GOEtly: cccvcecccetocs Harry Hilliard 
Peeeee Giller. cccscosceccced Angela Baddeley 
Major Warminside.........Arthur Wontner 
Miss Tuttle......ceeseee+.... Helene Burls 
EDs 664 0 90006 08084060 Ruth Wynn Owen 

Excellent play, both from the 


standpoint of technique and the pro- 
viding of entertainment for ordinary 
theatregoers. Plot is foreshadowed 
for the student of drama, and comes 
(Continued on page 62) 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H’wood 














Attention, Legit Managers 
Play, “Beulah and the Baron,” com- 
pleted for quick Author 
leaving for Europe Nov. 
Write or wire 

K. J. KONLANDE 
Care Variety, New York 


reading. 
ist. 
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GUILD STALKS 


Chicago Opera Outlook Improved: 


Ticket Subscriptions 207% Over ’36 


Chicago, Sept. 28. 

Chicago City Opera season, which 
will run the seven weeks from Oct. 
30 to Dec, 18, is running far ahead 
on subscriptions over last year, with 
the increase already more than 20% 
over the 1936 subscription list. 

Among those singers already con- 
tracted for are Gina Gigna, Feodor 
Chaliapin, Erna Sack, Kirsten Flag- 
stad, Andre Burdino, Gertrud Wet- 
tergren, Elen Dosia, Helen Jepson, 
Elizabeth Rethberg and Jean Far- 
dulli. Much is being made of bari- 
tone Fardulli, who returns to the 
Chicago Opera after an absence of 
two years. Special Hellenic com- 
mittee has been organized in sup- 
port of the Fardulli appearances, 
and much of the Chicago Opera 
publicity and exploitation centers 
around him. 

Other artists scheduled for Chi- 
cago Opera appearances are Mar- 
jorie Lawrence, Lily Pons, Lawrence 
Tibbett, Josephine Antoine, Gio- 
vanni Martinelli, Ezio Pinza, John 
Charles Thomas, Lotte Lehmann, 
Hilda Burke, Joseph Bentonelli, 
Lauritz Melchior and Eleanor La- 
Mance. Miss LaMance has _ been 
screen tested by Paramount, and it’s 
understood that the studio, should 
LaMance be signatured, will spot 
her to sing the title role in ‘Carmen.’ 


$300,000 FUND ASSURES 
PITT’S OWN SYMPH ORC 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. 

Pittsburgh is assured a major 
symphony orchestra for the next 
two years when drive for $300,000 
pulled up just $60,000 short of 
goal and with still a few weeks 
to go. Plans call for a com- 
plete reorganization, with all mu- 
sicians on a seasonal contract basis, 
led by name guest maestros. Will 
mark the first time in 27 years, 
since the days of Victor Herbert and 
Emil Pauer, that Pittsburgh will be 
on a symphony par with Boston, Chi- 
cago, Detroit and all of the other key 
spots. 

Orchestra will employ 90 men, 70 
of them local musicians and others 
out-of-towners, all of them picked 
by Dr. Otto Klemperer after long 
series of auditions last month. 
Klemperer comes here from Los 
Angeles Saturday (25) to inaugurate 
three weeks of rehearsals preceding 
first concert on Oct. 21. Others who 
will follow him during 17-week 
season are Carlos Chavez, Walter 
Damrosch, Eugene Goossens and 
Georges Enesco. 











Pons’. Rain Checker Dec. 7 


Detroit, Sept. 28. 

Lily Pons’ delayed performance of 
‘Lucia,’ originally set to end Detroit 
Civic Opera’s winter series last 
spring but deferred due to soprano’s 
illness, has been set for Masonic 
Temple aude here, Dec. 7, as the 
highlight of local opera season. 

Opera society is also sponsoring 
series of plays by Clare Tree Major 
Children’s theatre, and will bring 
the Salzburg Opera Guild here Feb. 
23 at Orchestra Hall. 





Atlanta Attractions 
Atlanta, Sept. 28. 

Richard Crooks will open Atlanta 
Music Club's fall series Oct. 26, to 
be followed by Guiomar Novaes, 
Brazilian pianist, Dec. 14 and Roth 
String Quartet Jan. 11. Artists will 
appear at Atlanta Woman’s Club 
aude, 

Membership ducats are $5, which 
includes six morning and three eve- 
ning musicales by local talent. 

Club has tie-in with All-Star Con- 
cert series, sponsored by Atlanta 
Philharmonic Society, whereby 
members can buy trip ducats to All- 
Star numbers, Ponselle, Menuhin, 
Rachmaninoff, Jooss Ballet, Eddy, 
Flagstad, St. Louis Symphony Ork, 
at from $10 to $5, and get season 
Uckeis to their own affairs for $3. 


y% 
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HIPP OPERA DOWN 


Blame Legion for Dip in Week-End 
Grosses 





Grosses for Alfredo Salmaggi’s 
twin opera companies was off again 
last week. Legionnaires still remain- 
ing in town were blamed for the dip 
Friday (24) night at the Hipp, N. 
Y., when only $2,000 was claimed. 
Saturday (25) was up to $3,000, still 
not high. 

Unexplained skid also affected the 
Academy of Music, Brooklyn, where 
figures of $1,100 were run up for 
Saturday (25) and $1,600 for Sunday 
(27). Beginning next week-end, the 
schedule at the Hipp will go back to 
three nights a week. Bow-out of the 
Italian vaude venture leaves the 
house open to Salmaggi again. 


NEGRO BALLET SET 
FOR ITS N. Y. DEBUT 


Training a group of Negroes for 
ballet work as long as three years 
now, Eugene von Grona is planning 
to pr«sent his American Negro Bal- 
let on a concert engagement in New 
York this fall. There are 36 mem- 
bers in the ballet. 

Previous to organizing the ballet 
and training the 36 dancers away 
from tap or other types of stepping 
traditional to the Negro, von Grona 
had devoted himself to concert 
dancing. 











Ann Arbor Concert Dates 
Ann Arbor, Mich., Sept. 28. 

Serge Rachmaninoff, pianist-com- 
poser, opens University of Michi- 
gan’s Choral Union concerts here on 
Oct. 22; followed by Cleveland Sym- 
phany, Artur Rodzinski conducting, 
on Nov. 9. 

With other artists appearing many 
times before, Ruth Slenczynski, 
child pianist, makes initial recital 
here, Jan. 10. Four month sched- 
ule includes: Richard Crooks, tenor, 
Nov, 19; Fritz Kreisler, Nov. 29; Bos- 
ton Symphany under Serge Kousse- 
vitsky, Dec. 8; University of Hel- 
sinski chorus of 60 Finnish singers, 
Jan. 18; Gina Cigna, Metropolitan 
soprano, Jan. 28; Georges Enesco, 
violinist, March 1. 

February attractions and regular 
May Festival artists’ will be an- 
nounced shortly. 


FTP Take 


(Continued from page 1) 

















ect in the metropolis went for non- 
payroll purposes. But the $1,220,000 
did not go into production alone. 
Rents were paid for theatres and of- 
fices, also for furniture, light and 
equipment, all of that being included 
in the 10% calculation. 

As for current expenses paid out 
for props, and many items where 
ready cash or quick payment is re- 
quired, a monthly sum is turned 
over to the project. Figures of the 
month of August indicate the cut- 


ting down of the WPA in. total. 
There was $944,000 expended 
throughout the country, of which 


$455,000 was spent in New York. 

First show to have the $1.10 top 
will be ‘A Hero Was Born,’ due at 
the Adelphi Friday (1). Revival of 
‘Processional,’ due into the Elliott 
Oct. 11, will have a top of 83c (75c 
plus 8c tax). There have been no 
figures on the admissions tax for 
federal relief shows, one of the most 
incongruous angles of the whole re- 
lief set-up. 





Deny Secret Marriage 
Buffalo reports of the secret mar- 
Lriage of William J. Neill, Jr., local 
concert manager, and Leonora Co- 
rona, Metropolitan Opera soprano, 
who is under his management, were 
denied last week. 





. 3 


RECOGNITION AND 
NEW CONDITIONS 


Realizes, However, 
Wage Scales of Cheap- 
Priced Companies Neces- 
sarily Cannot Be Raised 


All at Once 





LINGUAL IDEA 


American Guild of Musical Artists 
has moved to obtain 
from the minor opera managements 


in the New York area. Has notified 


them of its ‘intention to organize’ 


the field and has already held pre- 
liminary conferences with several. 
Those approached include Alfredo 
Salmaggi’s Hippodrome Opera Co., 
Amedeo Passeri, George De Feo, 
Columbia Opera Co., Armand Baga- 
rozy and J. Franklyn Viola, Fortune 
Gallo, George D’Andrea and Enrico 
Odierno. 


have had a contract with the Grand 
Opera Artists Association (since 
merged with AGMA) covering rec- 
ognition and minimum wages, its 
terms have not been learned by the 
AGMA board and a new pact may 
have to be drawn. Understood 
AGMA expects to make _ slow 
progress in gaining more than mere 
recognition from the small com- 
panies. Pointed out that such com- 


ments. Yet the work they offer is in 
many instances all that is available 
for a large group of operatic singers. 
Figured the wage 
working conditions will have to be 
slowly raised over a_ period of 
several seasons. 

Standard contract, as tentatively 
drawn up by the AGMA board for 
submission to the opera manage- 
ments, calls for (1) recognition of 
AGMA as representing solo singers, 
solo dancers, opera stage directors, 
stage managers and prompters; (2) 
Guild shop; (3) bond to cover sal- 
aries; (4) clarification of require- 
ments for costumes, etc., and (5) 
rule that the manager may not col- 
lect any agent or booking fee or 
other ‘kick back.’ 

Wage minimums have not been 
set, but will probably be worked out 
in individual cases. Contracts are 
dated to expire June 1, 1938. 

Planned ultimately by AGMA is a 
campaign to encourage and extend 
the performances of opera in English, 
Idea has long been a pet theory of 
Lawrence Tibbett, AGMA prez, and 
such name members as Lauritz Mel- 
chior and Richard Bonelli. Group 
believes that the future existence of 
opera in this country depends on its 
presentation in English and will plug 
the idea in its magazine and a 
general campaign. Also plans on an 
effort to make opera more progres- 
sive and bring production up to 
date. 

National board meeting will be 
held Friday (1). Immediately after- 
ward Leo Fischer, executive secre- 
tary, will leave for a month’s stay 
on the Coast. While gone he will 
pick reps for the Los Angeles and 
Chicago offices of the organization. 


Philly Forum Set 














Philadelphia Forum, intelligentsia 
lecture and entertainment group, has 
added three more events to its sea- 
son’s list. They include lectures by 
Aldous Huxley and Gerald Heard 
and Philly performances of the The- 
atre Guild's forthcoming production, 
Sidney Howard's ‘The Ghost of Yan- 


and Dudley Digges. 
Other theatrical dates include the 


of Kings.’ Forum’s season opens 
Oct. 11 with a program by the Jooss 
Ballet. Events are generally held in 
the Academy of Music, Philly. 





That 


recognition | 


Although Salmaggi is suppased to | 


panies work on a slim margin and 
are not able to pay much higher | family 
wages nor meet stringent require- 


standards and | 


For Active Season 


kee Doodle,’ with Ethel Barrymore | 


Guild’s ‘Jane Eyre’ and ‘The Masque | 
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B. A. Opera Competish 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 21. 
Management of the Colon 


House announces that, until Oct. 11, 
competition will be open to Argen- 
tine composers of operas and bal- 
lets. Composers who have already 
had their works produced at the 
Colon have the right to send in, 
without participating in any competi- 
tion, a new work of a similar char- 
|acter, which will be produced 





strictly in the order of arrival, one 
composer having the right to send 
jin only one composition, and must 
| not present another during the next 
| three years, 

New composers’ works will be 


entered for competition and will be 
produced in the order selected by 
the judges. 


Family Strains 
- Prominent In 


Philly Symph 


Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 
Philly orchestra is turning into a 
affair, Latest addition is 
Herry Berv, who's (filling spot 
blanked by auto accident to Anton 
Horner this past summer, 








In horn 
section with him will be his brother, 
|Arthur. Basses already have family 
trio. They are led by Anton Torello, 
| who directs his two sons, William 
and Carl. 

Also added to symphony for new 
season is Sol Schoenbach, of New 
York. He succeeds to post held since 
1922 by J. Walter Guetter. Guetter, 
who was first bassoonist, died last 
May. 

Other first desks filled by William 
M. Kincaid, flutes; Marcel Tabuteau, 
oboes; Robert McGinnis, clarinets; 
and John Minsker, English horn. 

There again will be three femme 
musickers in the band. 

They are Edna Phillips, harpist; 
Lois Putlitz, violin section; and Else 
Hilger, violincellist. Miss Phillips in 
private life is wife of Sam Rosen- 
baum, prez of WFIL and vice-prez 
of orchestra, 





Detroit Symph Launches 
400G Subscription Drive 


Detroit, Sept. 28. 

As a means of building attendance 
at 1937-38 season of Detroit Symph, 
new plan has been devised for sell- 
ing half-season and single admish 
tickets, in addition to the regular 
season ducats. 

Annual subscription drive, with 
$400,000 as goal, scheduled to end 


Oct. 25, the date of opening re- 
hearsal. Orchestra will be under 
co-conductors this season, with 


Franco Ghione, of La Scala, Milan, 
sharing the rostrum with Victor 
Kolar, assistant under the late Ossip 
Gabrilowitsch. 

| Band will also play as Ford Symph 
on the Ford Sunday Evening Hour 
over CBS, under guest conductors. 
| Latter setup recently prompted 
Kolar to resign as one of Ford 





faction over small number of guest- 
appearances accorded him. 





Meltzer in Vienna 


Vienna, Sept. 17. 

First American orchestra leader 
| this season was Edward Meltzer, of 
Chicago. Directed the Philharmonic 
| orchestra in Musikverein hall. 

| Played two American composi- 
| tions, ‘Mississippi,’ by Ferde Grofe, 
|}and ‘Five Miniatures,’ by Paul White. 
; Much applause, 





Opera 


Vaude Showman, Barney Joffee, Enters 


— Concert Management in Kansas City 


Kansas City, Sept. 28 

Concert biz seems definitely on 
the upgrade here. Three series this 
year: Fritschy Concerts, K. C. Phil 
harmonic Orchestra and the Kan- 
sas City Concert Series. Latter is 
a newcomer to the field and takes 
its initial bow with Barney Joffee, 
former theatre operator, in the 
managerial cloak, 

Carl Fritschy, veteran concert en- 
trepreneur, is going into his 31st sea- 
son with a series of six concerts in 
Ararat Temple. Season tickets, $7, 
$8 and $10, and few available. Past 
few years have seen a 100% sell- 
out for this series and indications 
|}are for a repeat this year, which 
means in neighborhood of $20,000. 

Great amount of interest in fifth 
season of the Philharmonic, K. C.'s 
‘depression born’ symphony popu- 
larity has enjoyed steady increase. 
This is a subscription series with a 
nut around $115,000 for the ten pairs 
of concerts. Warms the Music Hall 
of the muny aud. 

Kansas City Concert Series, also 
set in the muny aud, is primarily a 
promotion for utilization of aud fa- 
cilities. Marks Barney Joffee's first 
experience in this field. Present ad- 
vance ticket sale, which is touching 
at 60% of capacity, would indicate 
that this alert showman is on his 
way to turn in a good job. Joffee 
is the guy responsible for bringing 
vaude back to Kansas City, when 
in 1934 he took over the Tower the- 
atre (now Fox) with a vaude-film 
policy on a lot-of-show-at-a-quarter 
theory. Sold out something over a 
year ago; house has played vaude 
without a break since spring of 
1934, 

Following line-ups are the largest 
array of concert talent ever heard 
in KC in a single season: 

Fritschy Concerts: Kirsten Flag- 
stad, Oct. 19; Fritz Kreisler, Nov. 9; 
Lauritz Melchior, Dec. 7; Salzburg 
Grand Opera Guild, Feb. 1; Vladi- 
mir Horowitz, March 1; and Trudi 
Schoop comic ballet, March 15. 

K. C. Philharmonic Ork: Yehudi 
Menuhin, Nov. 4, 5; Lawrence Tib- 
bett, Dec. 2, 3; Robert Casadesus, 
Feb. 17, 18; Grace Moore, March 
3, 4. Other guest stars may be 
booked. 

Kansas City Concert Series: Lily 
Pons, Nov. 24; Ruth Slenczynski, 
Dec. 6; Jooss ballet, Jan. 22; Jascha 
Heifetz, Feb. 14; Vronsky and Babin, 
March 7; Richard Crooks, April 13. 


MASCAGNI WORKING 
ON TWO MORE OPERAS 


Rome, Sept. 17. 

Composer Mascagni is busy with 
two new operas, one which he hopes 
to have done for 1940, the 50th anni- 
versary of ‘Cavalleria Rusticana,’ 
and the other which he wants to 
finish for the World Fair in Rome in 
1941, which will coincide with the 
50th anniversary of the _ opera, 
‘Amico Fritz.’ 

For the 1941 opera the libretto has 
already been written by Mario 
Gnisalberti. It is called ‘I Bicnchi 
é i Neri’ (The Blacks and the 
Whites’), and is set in a Tuscan 

















symph directors, because of dissatis- | 


town of the Middle Ages, where two 
rival factions, the Black and the 
Whites, were having it out. 


Alabama Culture 
Birmingham, Ala., Sept. 28. 
Concert season skedded by the 
Birmingham Music Club lists a 
number of standout names. Included 
are Elizabeth Rethberg and Ezio 
Pinza in a joint recital Oct. 8, the 
Salzburg Opera Guild presenting 
Mozart’s ‘Cosi fan Tutte’ Dec. 12, 





Dorsey Whittington, director of the 
Birmingham Civic Symphony Or- 
chestra, in a piano concert Feb. 3 
and appearances by Gergor Piatigor- 
sky, Rose Bampton and the St. Louis 
| Symphony Orchestra under the 
| baton of Viadamir Golschmann. 

Events will be given in Phillips 
| Auditorium. 
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Brooklyn Strike Goes On 


Efforts made last week and dur- 
ing the early part of this week to 
settle the strike at the Brooklyn 
Deily Easle by mediation have as 
yet broutht no adjustment in the 
differences betwecn M. Preston 
Goodfellow, publisher, and some 300 
of his employees. 

Brooklyn paper continues to pub- 
lish all its editions regularly, with 
strikers declaring that circulation 
and advertising is being cut down 
by a militant campaign. No state- 
mont has yet been published in the 
Eagle itself regarding the strike 
More than 20 editorial men working 
as strike breakers include: 

Robert Grannis, David George, 
John Geis, Tom Barrett, Fay Steven- 
son, Esther Coster, Fred Anderson, 
Jimmy Woods, John Lewy, Edwin B. 
Wilson, Joseph Early, Eugene C. Du- 

bois, David Bixler, Floyd Barger, 
Adolf Brown, Vincent Kirk, Harry 
C.arke, Al Delaney, Helen Brown, 
Ruth Davis and Mary. McCormick. 

Among those who have quit the | 
strikers’ ranks and returned to work | 
are Lou Niss, sports copyreader; 
Harold Parrott, sports writer; Jimmy 
Murphy, svorts editor, and Martin 
Dickstein, film editor. 


Hy Gardner, freelance writer and 
the Eagle’s Broadway columnist, is 
not on strike and continues to mail 
in his material, which he syndicates 
to six other papers. He is a non- 
Guildsman and a part-time employee. 

Theatrical press agents and pic- 
ture publicity offices are, in several 
instances, refusing to send news to 
the paper. At least five p. a.’s for 
B’way legit shows have withdrawn 
their ads from the Eagle, in addition 
to which they send no’ news nor 
opening night tickets. 


Theatrical Press Representatives 
Ass'n, at its meeting last Thursday 
(23), acting on the instigation of the 
Theatrical Press Unit of the Guild, 
unanimously adopted a_ resolution 
supporting the objectives of the 
strikers and expressing sympathy. 

Arthur Pollock, Brooklyn Eagle’s 
drama critic, has joined the Guild 
strikers. and has been on the picket 
line. Cleveland Rodgers, editor, is 
writing the Sunday drama column, 
with Dave Bixler, until recently a 
copyboy, and Harry Madden, of the 
general staff, are covering shows. 
Latter was picketed in the Longacre 
thertre Saturday night at opening 
of ‘Lady Had a Heart’ during inter- 
mission. 

Pollock is seeing shows regularly, 
despite the strike, since he’s also the 
Christian Science Monitor’s B’way 
critic and enjoys second night priv- 
ileges on behalf of the Monitor. 





Three Guild Strikes 


Besides the strike at the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle, the Newspaper Guild 








has two others in progress at the 
present time. One of them is at the 
Scattle Star, and another was called 
last week (24) at the Waterbury 
«Conn.) Democrat. 


There is also a possibility that 
city-wide strike will be called in 
Wilkec-Barre, Pa. involving the 
four newspapers in the city. 





N. Y. Sun Co. Union Set 


Contract between the N. Y. Sun 
and the Sun Editorial Employes’ 
Union was signed last week. Union 
is entirely composed of newsroom 
workers and has no connection with 
the Newspaper Guild. 

Centract was signed by the pub- 
lisher, William T. Dewart, and Ed- 
mund S. DeLong, president of the 
employes’ group. It continues the 
5-day, 40-hour week, establishing va- 
cations of from one to three weceks, 
depending on lensth of service. It 
provides for severance pay up to 20 
weeks and sick leave. 

Blanket raises of 5% to 15% for 
those earning less than $60 per week 
are agrecd to and restoration of the 
10°, cut for space rates, 

Besides DeLong, other officials of 
the Sun’s union are Edward P. Duffy, 
vice-president; Preston S. Krecker, 
treasurer; John C, Draper, secretary, 
and Helen Calamari, asst. secretary. 





Seibel Free-Lancing 


George Scibel, vet drama critic 
who was let out by the Pittsburgh 
Sun-Telegraph in a political move a 
yecr ago, has been signatured to de- 
liver a monthly article to two Pitts- 
burgh publications. One is the 
Jewish Criterion and the other the 
Musical Forecast. Another former 
Pi. sburgh theatre crick, Harvey 
Gaul, is also a regular contributor 
to the Forecast. 

Since he left the Sun-Tele, Seibel 
has been concentrating on free-lance 
wri-ing, having already disposed of 
a romantic novel to a newspaper 
outfit for syndication. 





Sinclair, Nathan Go News-Week | 


Announcement of the imminent 
arrival of Ken has publishers of the 
present-line news digest mags jit- 
tery. Time underwent a consider- 
able shakeup several weeks ago, 
claiming it was merely about time. 
and now News-Week is going for a 
really big switch in personnel, with 
names added all along the line. With 
both, it is known to be a matter of 
getting ready for tough opposition 
since the Smart-Gingrich Chicago 
outfit is known to be solid enough 
to make trouble. | 


News-Week has taken on Sinclair | 
Lewis and George Jean Nathan. | 
former as book critic, his first as- | 
signment of the sort ever, and latter | 
to handle drama. Both, reportedly. | 
will get ‘very big money,’ supposed | 
to be new hith payment for jobs of| 
the sort. Also Gerald Myatt, for- 
mer editor of Cosmopolitan, will | 
join to handle a number of depart-| 
ments and Ralph Robey is coming 
in to handle business and financial | 
news. 

Thomas J. Cleland has re-designed | 
the mag, which will change its for- | 
mat and editorial formula. It will} 
remain the same size, but more em- 
phasis will be placed on the signifi- 
cance of news than_ heretofore. 
That’s along announced Ken lines, | 











Picketing Pic Crick 





Two pickets from the News- 
paper Guild are operating in 
front of the home of Martin 
Dickstein, Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
film critic. 

Their signs hail him as @ 
scab, 





Boston, Sept. 28. 

Boston Newspaper Guild mem- 
bers picketed Ralph _ Trost, 
sports writer for the striking 
Brooklyn Eagle, assigned to 
cover the Belmont Open golf 
matches. Picketing took place 
on the golf links with three 
Boston: Guildsmen following 
Trost around the course. 











Winchell Renews 

Walter Wincneil has renewed with 

aily Mirror,.Inc., and not King 
Features, contract being signed last 
week. Broa-way cctumnist’s new 
deal calls for only six columns a 
week, instead of seven. 

Winchell denies that the clause 
over who would assume legal re- 
sponsibility in case of libel suits was 
the cause; that the N. Y. tabloid and 


|the King Features Syndicate would, 


latter having said, at first announce-| )6, ysual, worry about that. ‘Reason 


ment of its formation, that it would | the 


contract was held up,” says 


divulge the ‘inside’ of news, rather | winchell, ‘was because I just dreaded 


than merely dishing it out. 

In the case of News-Week, the| 
new blood is largely made possible | 
through an infusion of Vincent Astor | 
coin. Astor’s Today was merged | 
with News-Week earlier this year. | 


Ledger Sale Stymied 


Sale of the Philly Ledger to Moe 
Annenberg, publisher of the Philly 
Inquirer and N. Y. Morning Tele- 
graph, and the Levy Bros., owners 
of WCAU, is being held up by an 
option discovered by John Martin, 
Ledger publisher. May stymie the| 
deal altogether. 

Martin, nominal owner of the 
sheet, has nothing in it but salary. 
Other stockholders, principally heirs 
of Edward Bok, wanted to sell the 
paper over his head. Action was 
halted, however, when he produced 
an option, which he has held for 
years, to buy up their stock. Now 
wants a fancy figure for this option, 
which the heirs must have before 
they can sell. 








Stocking Mag Suit 


Ultem Corp., publishers of the 
monthly mag, Silk Stocking Stories, 
has filed suit in the N. Y. supreme 
court against Arrow Publishers, Inc.., 
and Harry Donnenfeld, its president. 
to stop them from using the word, 
stocking, in the title of its publica- 
tion, The Stocking Parade. Plaintiff 
asks for permanent injunction and 
damages. Ultem contends that it 
has used the trademark, Silk Stock- 
ing Stories, for over six years and 
thinks the money it has spent in ex- 
ploiting the mag entitles them to ex- 
clusive use of the head. Arrow’s ti- 
tle, Ultem avers, misleads the read- 
ers. 

Motion for a temporary injunction 
pending trial of the case will be 
heard this week. 














Movie-Goer’s Debts 


Movie Publications, Inc., publish- 
ers of the monthly, Movie-Goer, dis- 
tributed in the Loew houses, last 
week filed a schedule in bankruptcy 
in the N. Y. federal court, through 
its vice-president, Clifford Rellings, 
showing liabilities of $73,487 and as- 
sets amounting to $32,358. In July 
creditors filed an involuntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy against the corp. 
The outfit is now in the hands of a 
receiver, 

Chief among the creditors are 
printing and engraving firms. Phil- 
lips & Van Brunt claims $55,838, 
part of which is contingent as en- 
dorser of notes. Others filing claims 
and the amounts are the Supreme 
Advertising Service, $36; Ronald 
Paper Co., $1,874; Repro Arts, $611, 
and Criterion Linotype, $5,057. 





Look Staff Shifts 


Look has made several personnel 
shifts recently, in addition to taking 
on Gideon D. Seymour from the As- 
sociated Press of Great Britain, Ltd. 

J. C. Herrick, formerly in New 
York, goes to Hollywood, with Wil- 
liam Nelson, formerly with Mid- 
Week Pictorial, going to Washington. 
Vernon Pope, managing editor, has 
the final say on pix in Des Moines, 
with Gardner Cowles, Jr., president, 
also taking an active part. Pope's 
principal assistants are Dan Mich. 
Tom Mahoney and Charles Burns. 
Associate editors include Carl Gart- 
ner, Esther Janss, Noble Robinson, 








Betty Welt and Virlea Wood. 


signing any more contracts, not be- 


ine sure what my plans were.’ 
This is in line with Broadway re- 





fused to remain for the feature 
picture, thus keeping his record par- 
tially clean at any rate. 


Tully’s Mike Bids 


Jim Tully returned to the Coast 
last week after visiting New York 
during which time he was on the 
air three times. 

Several commercial accounts were 
offered Tully and are being consid- 
ered for him by the Wilson, Powell 
& Hayward agency. 





Philly Newshawks’ Vice Probe 


Philly sheets, called to task by 
court for active work their reporters 


| were doing on the witnesses in grand 


|jury probe of vice here, swiped an 


80-20 compromise, all in their favor, 
at meeting with Judge Curtis Bok 


| Friday. Probe, which is indirect out- 





ports that the columnist was getting | 


tired of the severity of a three-ply 


grind—newspaper, radio and picture | 


work, combination of which brought | 


about a near-breakdown recently. 
Winchell, concentrating solely on the 
film, with nine weeks’ vacation from 


the mike and the paper, states that) 


he’s sleeping and feeling lots better 
now. 


Boston Book Fair 


Plans for a book fair in Boston 
are under way, with the opening set 
for Nov. 8 in the Herald-Traveller 
building. Fair is being sponsored by 
the Retail Board of Trade, Boston 
book merchants, and the Boston 
Herald. Exhibits include, in addi- 
tion to books, displays illustrating 
manufacturing and production proc- 
esses. ; 

Fair will differ from the New 
York exhibit last year in that books 
will be classified by type and pub- 
lishers will not have their own 
booths. Groups include travel books, 
children’s books, sporting books, 
ete. 

Committee handling the fair in- 
cludes Russell Gerould, Richard Ful- 
ler, Margaret Ford, Mrs. Mary Jack- 
son, James Braime, Christopher 
Ronne, Charles E. Lauriat, A. C. 
Ogden, Robert M. Linscott, Laetitia 
Bolton, Elise Lillie and Ralph Adams 
Cram. 

Plans for the second N. Y. Times 
National Book Fair to be held in 
N. Y. from Nov. 5-21 are well under 
way. The second fair, which will 
again be jointly sponsored by the 
publishers and the N. Y. Times, will 
be more elaborate than the first and 
will occupy two floors of the Inter- 
national Building in Radio City in- 
stead of one as heretofore. 

Ray Bond, of Dodd, Mead, is in 
charge of publicity. 


Val Peter Adds Another 


D'e Volkszeitunz, published in St. 
Paul since 1877, and one of the out- 
standing German language dailies in 
the country, has been purchased by 
Val J. Peter of Omaha, publisher of 
a string of German ra%s throu7hout 
the country. Volksze'tung will r2- 
tain its handle and w'll continue at 
its prescnt location pending estab- 
lishment of a new plant. Name of 
the ownership has been changed 


from Daily Voll:szeitung, Inc., to 
Rotary Press, Inc. 
Harry B. Schunecht, associated 


with Peter publications since 1916, 
transfers from the Buffalo (N. Y.) 
Volksfreund to St. Paul as resident 
pulisher of the Volkszeitung. Cor- 
nelius Sittard, erstwhile editor on 
the St. Paul sheet, stays on as editor- 
in-chief. 





Sprigle No Pix Fan 


Ray Sprigle, the Post-Gazette re- 
porter who scored the biggest news 
beat of the year with his expose of 
Justice Hugo Black’s membership in 
the Ku Klux Klan, has never seen 
a talker and swore he never would 
see one. However, he relented just 
a bit last week when Pathe news- 
recl made a shot of him narrating 
the details of his scoop. 

Sprigle couldn't resist the tempta- 
tion of seeing himself on the screen 
but timed his visit to coincide with 
the showing of the newsreel and re- 











growth of expose of courts run by 
Philly Record last January, has 
every gambling and horse-race spot 
in town shut down. Plenty sensa- 
tional exposures expected-and news- 
hawks were giving little peace to 
anyone called before jury in its 
star-chamber proceedings. 


Judge Bok summoned city editors 
to his chambers Friday after one 
witness was reputed to have become 
hysterical from relentless chase and 


questioning by reporters. As result 
of confab, compromise was drawn 
up. 


Eds agreed their men would stop 
putting bee on witnesses in City Hall 
corridors before they entered jury 
room. In return, Bok said he would 
furnish press with names of wit- 
nesses before they entered. Papers 
won an agreement they could ques- 
tion witnesses at will after their 
testimony had been given. Bok also 
promised daily press conference to 
reveal info given by each of those 
called, except in cases where secrecy 
was imperative. Papers won another 
point here, however, for Judge 
agreed that if he didn’t give out a 
witness’s testimony, it would be 
every man for himself. 


On matter of photogs, Court said 
it would try to influence D.A.’s of- 
fice to have witnesses pose before 
entering room if lensers would agree 
to take no other pix. 





Pub’s $16,813 Debts 


Among creditors of the Fifth Ave. 
Pub. Co.; against which an involun- 
tary petition in bankruptcy was filed 
in the N. Y. federal court last July, 
are Mary Thayer and Dr. Fulton 
Grant, who wrote editorials for one 
of the outfit’s mags, ‘Trips.’ 

The schedule of debts filed Mon- 
day (27) by William P. Downey, the 
company’s president, fixes its liabili- 
ties at $16,843. Its assets of $6 in- 
clude ‘misc. manuscripts, value $1.’ 





Jack Gould to Times 


Jack Gould, Broadway reporter for 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune for the last 
several years, leaves that paper next 
week to cover the same beat for the 
N. Y. Times. 

Besides handling theatrical trade 
and union assignments, Gould has 
also worked on features. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Henry H. Stansbury, 63, leading 
Washington, D. C., journalist a dec- 
ade ago, died at a sanatorium in 
Catonsville, Md. He had never fully 
recovered from a stroke suffered in 
Paris nine years ago. He started his 
career on The Rome (Ga.) Herald- 
Tribune 40 years ago and was that 
paper’s war correspondent during 
Spanish-American War. In 1900 he 
joined staff of San Francisco Exam- 
iner, was transferred to the N. Y. 
American and went to Washington 
as correspondent for the Hearst 
papers in 1917. He was made man- 
ager of the Washington Universal 
Service Bureau in 1921 and became 
chief of the Hearst foreign service 
in 1927. He retired to his estate in 
Herald Harbor, Md., in 1932, after 
his health broke. 


Edgar A. Custer, 76, newspaper- 
man and author of ‘No Royal Road,’ 
his autobiography, which was pub- 
lished just a month ago, died in 
Philadelphia, Sept. 25. Was stricken 
with cerebral thrombosis several 
weeks before his book was due to be 
published. Doctors said only his 
will to see the biography come out 
kept him from dying then. Reviews, 
most of them favorable, were read 
to him before he died. 


Edward J. Herman, 52, died Sept. 
22, in St. Vincent’s Hospital, Indian- 
apolis, after a brief illness. He was 
the author o1 a book called, ‘Health 
is Wealth,’ and was in Washington, 
D. C., trying to syndicate a series of 
health articles when he was attacked 
by the malady which brought about 
his death, 
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CHATTER 

Leisure League to publish Dorothy 
Sara’s ‘Reading Character from 
Handwriting.’ 

John R. Tunis recuping from an 
operation and out of the hospital 
yesterday (27). 

Karl Kamb of Hollywood has ped. 
dled a fiction story, ‘Midsummer 
Morning,’ to Esquire. 

Lee Fuhrman, Atianta Constitution 
rewrite man, back in Philly recup- 
ing from an attack of arthritis. 

Harry Hamilton, Metro writer, 
back from three months in Samoa 
where he scripted a novel, ‘Watch 
Us Grow.’ 

Frank G. Stein has been appointed 
western advertising manager of 
Fawcett publications, and will join 
up Oct. 1. 

First novel by John Wexley, 
Warner staff scripter, has been ac. 
cepted by Random House for winter 
publication. 

Next issue of Cinema Arts, fancy 
picture mag published by A, Griffith 
Grey, will be delayed, but will ap- 
pear, it is claimed, 

Si Shaltz, ace Philly. Record scrib- 
bler, now writing a daily radio shot 
for the sheet’s promotion depart- 


ment. Aired from WFIL. 
Julia Shawell’s novel, ‘When 
Autumn’s Here,’ is due off the 


Arcadia House presses Oct. 11. 
ready has two film bids 
rights. 

Barrett C. Kiesling’s tome, ‘Talk. 
ing Pictures, How They Are Made, 
How to Appreciate Them,’ has hit 
the stalls. Book has a foreword by 
Will Hays. 

New editor of Fawcett's Screen 
Book is Tom DeVane, formerly con 
publicity staff of RKO studio in 
Hollywood. He'll be stationed in 
New York. 

Victor Knox, theatrical columnist 
of the Buffalo Evening News, has 
left for his annual four-week Holly- 
wood stint, including interviews and 
special studio stories, 

Hugh Wagnon succeeds Paul Sim- 
mons as chief of bureau in Baltimore 
in charge of the A.P.’s Maryland 
service Oct. 1. Simmons moves to 
Atlanta as feature editor. 

Kennett L. Rawson, former asst. 
editor at Putnam’s, has been made 
editor, succeeding Diarmuid Rus- 
sell. Latter is the son of ‘A.E.,” late 
Irish poet, and has no plans as yet. 

Don Blanding, Honolulu poet and 
novelist, voyaged to Hollywood to be 
technical adviser on the filming of 
his story, ‘Stowaway in Paradise,’ 
starring Bobby Breen for Sol Lesser. 

Lester Biederman, of the Pitts- 
burgh Press sports staff, has an ar- 
ticle on Art Rooney, season's big- 
gest and luckiest racetrack plunger, 
in the current issue of Turf and 
Sport Digest. 

Charles W. (‘Dinty’) Moore, fea- 
ture writer for St. Paul Dispatch- 
Pioneer Press since 1928, left that 
rag to join the staff of William P. 
Kenney, president of the Great 
Northern railroad. 

Anna Jane Phillips. reporter on 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, has 
sold an article to Town and Coun- 
try. It’s about an Indian servant 
she had while touring Asia last year 
with Margaret Sanger. 

Aleen Wetstein, who writes a daily 
column for the Pittsburgh Press, has 
gone to Hollywood for an extended 
stay and is doing her. stint from 
there. It’s the second time for her 
on the Coast this year. 

M. C. Mill, Inc., New York, will 
publish ‘Murder at the Manor,’ mur- 
der mystery novel authored by Mrs. 
Clifford Sturgeon, Newark, O. She's 
former Molly Corne, one-time re- 
porter on the Ohio State Journal. 

John W. Harden, with the Char- 
lotte (N.C.) News for the past 10 
years as general staff man, and for 
the past three years doing a daily 
column, ‘Snapshots,’ has gone to the 
Salisbury (N.C.) Post for similar 
duties. 

‘Time Out,’ sports cartoon which 
Chester Smith, sports editor, and 
Jack Berger, cartoonist of the Pitts- 
burgh Press, started in their own 
paper little more than a year aso, 
is now being syndicated in more 
than 150 sheets. 

‘Death by Proxy,’ novel by Sam 
Fuller, Republic studio scribe, has 
been accepted for publication by 
Hillman-Curl of New York and is 
expected on the stands in the fall. 

Elmer Peterson, former editor of 
Better Homes and Gardens, who re- 
tired recently to locate in Southern 
California, has picked up the quill 
again as western editor for the mag 
He is headquartering in Hollywood 
and will pen articles on gardens of 
the stars. 

Benn Hall, asst. radio editor of 
Billboard, and Helen Morgan, free 
lance writer, were married at N. Y. 
City Hall, on Sept. 25. Hall was 
formerly on the Sunday and radio 
staffs of the N. Y. Times. Bride has 
been a reporter and feature writer 
on several N. Y. dailies, 
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Football 


By Dick Fishell 


The first week’s games found the 
dope running just as expected with 
only a mild upset here and there to 
mar the slate. This Saturday every- 
body, including the Big Three, gets 
on the touchdown path, and pickin’ 
will be tougher as will the opposi- 
tion. 

Cornell-Colgate 

The Big Red Team showed power 
and ability to rise to heights when 
necessary in turning back Penn 
State. Their forward wall is admit- 
tedly excellent. Colgate, after a 
tune-up, gets into action with a vet- 
eran eleven which, if unable to pene- 
trate that Cayuga line, will pass 
their way to a decisive victory. 


N. Y¥. U.-Carnegie Tech 
New York is a good club, well 
coached, but lacks the manpower 


represented in the Skiboes’ lineup. 
Carnegie, with the tried and true 
Jock Sutherland offense, should 
make their new coaching staff very 
happy with an edge over the Violets. 
Ohio State-Purdue 

The Buckeyes had little difficulty 
with Texas Christian, and in the 
mud and rain showed much power. 


spite the 
twins of a year ago and the illness 
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they missed Sammy Baugh against | 
Ohio State. They also discovered | 
they lacked the punch. The Razor- | 
backs of Arkansas have that punch, | 
and more, with most of the main 
cogs of last year’s title-winning | 
array back in the moleskins, seek- 
ing their second southwestern cham- 
pionship. 
Wisconsin—Marquette 

Slowly but surely the Badgers of 
Wisconsin have been building. Harry 
Stuhldreher of the famous ‘Four 
Horsemen’ has been rooting his sys- 
tem, and the time is nearly ripe. An 
A-1 backfield, graduated from Mar- 
quette, taking with them whatever 
it had. The front wall is 
good, but there’s nothing behind it— 


certainly not enough to stop the 

fighting Badgers. 
California—Oregon State 

Cal certainly looked like the 


money in romping over St. Mary’s. 
Oregon is not reputed to have tco | 
much, and the Golden Bears have | 
waited: too long for just this year to 
be upset. This will help in develop- 


|ing Cal’s reserve. 


‘The Boilermakers from Purdue, de- | 
loss of their touchdown 


LSU—Texas 
You never can. discount that 
Louisiana spirit and their desire to 





Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 








(Oct. 2, 1937) 
By DICK FISHELL 
(Inter-City Network Sports Commentator) 


(Predictions Based on Fair Weather) 
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GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
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of their mentor, Noble Kiser, will | 
powerhouse their way to a win if 
they can stop the Schmidt passing 
game. 
Texas A. & M.-Manhattan 

Texas comes to New York reputed 
to be the best in the southwest with 
the emphasis on the aerial works. 
This '37 edition of the Kelly Greens 
is the best since Chick Meehan has 
taken over. They’re big and strong, 
and if the Aggies don’t pass them to 
death they’ll cross them by running 
that ball for too many touchdowns. 


Northwestern-Iowa State 

The Wildcats get off with stiff op- 
position and tune up for as tough a 
schedule as they come. Don Heap 
and Big Vanzo will lead the parade 
to down Iowa State. 

Temple-Mississippi 

Temple wes unimpressive in _ its 
opening fraccs which is explained 
by a grecn line and just fair re- 
serves. Ole Miss had a bit of diffi- 
culty, but also. won its opening. 
Warner has the power and they’re 
playing under the familiar arclights 
of Temple’s own stadium, which 
gives them a slivht shade. 

Minnec.cta-Nedraska 

This Nebrecka ouifit, like all oth- 
ers, is a bone-crushing squad that 
puts out all the way. A year ago the 
Gophers just snatched a victory in 
this game with a last minute score. 
if unable to get Andy 


one of its toughest encounters of the 
entire season. 

Fordbzm-Fianklin & Marshall 

F & M always brings up a good 
crew of boys with plenty of talent, 
but the Ram, with a trickier offense 
than its ever had, should have no 
difficulty in Jetting the  third- 
stringers finich the geme. 

Boston Collese—Kansas State 

Gil Dobie grinned last Saturday as 
&® powerful B. C. squad went to town. 
The Wildcats of Kansas State are the 
guests this -week, but too many 
diplomas last June has raised havoc 
with this squad. The Wildcats may 
come along, but they’re not quite 
ready, while Boston College is. 


| will run wild. 


go out and get man power in any | 
shape or form. Texas is better than | 
average, but not quite up to the 
well-rounded Bengals of LSU. 

North Carolina—North Carolina 

State 

Here is another of those dog-eat- 
dog affairs where people shoot rela- 
tives to insure victory. Carolina let 
down against South Carolina last 
week and were only able to secure 
a tie. They'll take it out on State 
this Saturday and really go to work. 

Washington—Southern California 

Washington, a great passing team, 
looked impressive in that depart- 
ment in bowling over Iowa. U.S. C., 
after wallowing in the doldrums for 
the past few years, is rumored to 
have what it takes. Between To- 
nelli and Schindler, the Trojans will 
grab this one, and possibly ride the | 
crest until the annual game with 
Cal. 

Pennsylvania—Maryland 

The Red and Blue have their big 
boys up front back in uniform, but 
must develop a quartet off ball han- 
dlers. Maryland, a good 11 last fall, 
will just be average, and will be 
beaten down by. that fast-charging 
Pennsylvania line. 

Vanderbilt—Chicago 

The circus is back in town! Ray 
Morrison, the ringmaster at Vandy, 
again has his boys throwing that ap- 
ple around. Chicago has too many 
scholars and not enough moncy to 
purchase football beef. Vanderbilt 


Michigan—Michigan State 
Michigan football stock has been 
at a low ebb since the Benny Fried- 
man and Harry Newman days. Their 


kick-pass-and-prayer system has 
consisted only of the latter. Hunk 
Anderson has joined the staff, in 


charge of the line, which should help 
some. State, however, has 24 letter- 
winners remaining, and take keen 
delight in knocking off the Wolver- 
ines. Michigan will be stronger, but 
there has been too much shifting of 
men and positions to warrant a suc- 
cessful start. The Spartan season | 








Arkansas—Texas Christian 
Christian discovered how much 


will again be successful by their win 
over Michigan. 


| story to out-of-town papers. 


| Plays Out of Town | 


Now That Legionnaires 
Gone, Damage Not Much 


Resume of what the American 
Legion convention did for and to 
New York show that approximately 
$7,000,000 was expended during last 
week. This exceeds preliminary es- 
timate by more than $1,000,000. 

Considering the oceasion, com- 
paratively little damage was done 
in hotels and cafes, or so conven- 
tion officials aver, emphasizing that 
no more loss was sustained than at 
any other big convention when cer- 
tain irresponsible elements always 





crop up. 

There was a drop in department | 
store biz early in the week, but | 
most of them reported a rise in trade | 
later on. Retail liquor stores re- | 
ported land office biz, while inex- | 
pensive restaurants credited the 


Legion for the exceptionally heavy 
ercss revenue. 

There were instances’ reported 
where hotels, bars, cafes, restau- 
rants, eic., put a heavy tilt on the 
price for liquors. In one hostelry, 
a Lecionnaire was asked $9 for a 
bottle of Scotch that normally sells 
for $3, but generally speaking, there 
was no gencral. price upping in 
hotels and cafes. 


Broadway cafe biz was bad and 
the usual flock of fights and drunken 
arguments were clocked. 

Legionnaires were so high that 
their antics on 45th street, in front | 
cf the Booth, N. Y., interfered with | 


| the performance of ‘You Can’t Take 


It with You.’ One theatre manager 
sought to auiet the good-timers, but | 
when several conceived the idea of | 
lifting a manhole cover and lower- 


ing the showman in, the m 
hastily beat a retreat. Performance | geen in 
was held up for 20 minutes, after 


which the visitors mooched into the 
Broadway throng. 


ONE-PUNCH PARKER 

Dan Parker, N. Y. Mirror's sports 
columnist, smacked Marcus Griffin, 
columnist on the N. Y. Enquirer, 
at the Polo Grounds last Thursday 
(23) during the four-title boxing 
show. The punch split Griffin's lips 
and he was led away by cops with 
the claret spilling, but later re- 
turned. 

Griffin has a connection with a 
group of wrestling promoters and 
their press stuff was barred by 
Parker in the Mirror. In retaliation 
Griffin is charged with having 
planted an unfounded yarn about 
Parker in a racing sheet and sent the 





French Without Tears 
(Continued from page 56) 





last-act. curtain that will send them 
home laughing loud. 

It is sophisticated comedy in its 
lightest sense; the humor and situa- 
tions are of an obvious type—but 
there is a certain spontaneity about 
it that will register with the audi- 
ence and put it in a gay mood. Not 
the least credit for this belongs to 
the players, for Miller has endowed 
it with a cast that would be diffi- 
cult to match. 

Chief weakness of the play’s first 
half lies in the author’s sophomoric 
effort to create humor out of an Eng- 


lishman’s mispronunciation and 
meager knowledge of the French 
language. Unless one knows French, 


much of the intended humor of the 
first act will be missed completely— 
a terrific handicap for any Broadway 
audicnce. 

Title is derived from an old text- 
book for English children learning 
French and the play deals with a 
group of young I.inglishmen prepar- 
ing for the diplomatic service by 
cramming French in a tutor’s estab- 
lishment in the South of France. 
Here their studies are disrupted by a 
flirtatious girl. 

First to succumb is Kit Neilan, 
who in turn is loved by the tutor’s 
daughter. Then Lt. Comm. Rogers 
finds he can no longer resist the amor- 
ous advances of the villa campus 
queen and finally Alan Howard, the 
perfect cynic, whose mission he felt 
it was to caution all comers against 
the promiscuity of the untiring 
pants-chaser, falls for her with a 
resounding thud. That's all there is 
to it. 

As Alan Howard, son of an ambas- 
sador who is unwillingly following a 
family career and would much pre- 
fer being a novelist, Frank Lawton 
is his usually capable self. It is he, 
in fact, who lends whatever merit 
there is to the duller moments early 
in the evening. But the chief com- 
edy lines and situations are entrusted 
to Hubert Gregg as Kit Neilan and 


| Convicts: John Uastings 


j}a performance of 
| Robert Brennan, 





Cyril Raymond as Rogers. They 
handle their roles to perfection. 
Their second-act scene, when they 


That Boxing Carnival of 
Turns Out Two-Way 





‘t 


runaround and resolve to drink it 
c™, is a light comedy gem. 

Penelope Dudley Ward _ clicks 
nicely as the hot-and-bothered Diana 
Lake, who can’t live without a man 
—any man. Marcel Vallee as Mon- 
sieur Maingot, the tutor, almost steals 
the show with his bit and helps 
make the initial stanza tolerable with 
his authentic and convincing char- 
acterization. 


Paramount owns the film rights, 
reportecly intending it for Marlene 
Dietrich. Rosen. 


BYSTANDER 


Philadelphia, Sept. 15. 


4 plav in three acts vy Robert Bren- 
nan Presented by the Hedgerow theatre 
n teir Rose Vallev-Movlan Theatre, Mon- 
day, en 14, Hy! Directed by Jasper 
Deete eitines hy Mehlon Naill: costumes 
by Kenneth Ferril; lighting by Michael 
Stuart. 

Ebenezer Junes........0... Mohlin Naill 
Bystander, ee Joon Wallace 
TUNE PRE cccsntccageeeus Virginia Brown 
‘irs. Bystander. . ‘ -Adele Bradley 

r Reginald Sterne......... Peter Engle 
Chief Ward Rrowne Frank Kelly 

irder Si iis Davil Metealf 

Tedieal Oifleer Ned Young 

trder Ivova Thomas Huchanen 

arder fl.iesor i we «Rol t Shackleton 
Warcer © ia Gilbert Herman 
| Warder Wai ns , Josevh Parke 
| Snooky : Edward Hart 
Jack . ; Robert Heunloy 
| Convict Hite .Morgun Smedley 


Maurice 
William Wyant, 


Minniek, 


Hugh Graham, Richard 


Di Coy 


Hedgerow theatre added the 125th 
play to its repertory last night with 
‘Bystander,’ by 
produced success- 


anager | fully in Ireland, but never before 


this country. The Abbey 
Players of Dublin first presented it 
in 1930 and have performed it since. 

Despite Irish background, ‘By- 
stander’ is not the type of play one 
associates with Irish playwrights of 
today. Its locale is an English prison 
(Blackmoor), the guards and offi- 
cials and convicts are English and 
there isn’t an Irish brogue in a car- 
load. Nor is there any reference to 
Irish politics or anti-English propa- 
ganda. 

Whatever propaganda there is may 
be said to be socialistic or aimed at 
the cruelty and injustice of penal 
legislation and prison rules. And the 
prison presented is not made out to 
be any tougher, because it happens 
to be English, than any other. 


Nor is ‘Bystander’ despite the 
drabness of its setting, essentially 
morbid. It is by no means as con- 
sistently oppressive and depressing 
as ‘The Last Mile’ or ‘Criminal Code.’ 
Actually it might well be called a 
comedy since it ends on a fairly 
happy note and has laughs generous- 
ly sprinkied throughout its three 
acts. 

The plot, such as it is, concerns 
a screwy prisoner, masquerading un- 
der the assumed name of Austin 
Plantaganet Bystander while he 
serves a life sentence for a murder 
which he did not commit. It’s pretty 
hard to accept his Quixotic motives, 
but it is easy to enjoy him as a 
character and to be amused by his 
refusal to abide by prison regula- 
tions, his championship of unrest 
among the convicts and his general 
unruliness. At the time the play 
opens, a new Governor has just ar- 
rived at Blackmoor and proves to 
be a martinet—a ‘Captain Bligh’ on 
dry land who believes that the ‘cat’ 
is the best corrective. His prede- 
cessor has apparently tolerated By- 
stander’s antics, but Sir Reginald 
says he won't. Then he discovers 
that Bystander is really his own 
brother and he wants to get rid of 
him. But Bystander won't be trans- 
ferred, and he makes life miserable 
for Sir Reggie. Here the play be- 
comes very confused, It’s brought 
out, vaguely, that the governor has 
once committed a crime himself 
(forgery), but just why, in the end, 
when Bystander has been freed be- 
cause someone else has confessed his 
crime, he is able to force his brother 
to resitn his vost is by no means 
clear. The finale had the whole 
audience puzzled. 


They were puzzled, too, but un- 
necessarily so, by the character of 
Jones, a clerk in the prison office, 
who apperrs to be timid and drab 
and emot'onless, but who proves, 
every so often in impassioned solilo- 
quies, to be burning inwardly with a 
desire to reform the world and tear 
down intolerance. He's a ‘commy’ 
at heart, but a conventional pen- 
pusher on the surface. Jones’ recital 
of fiery noetry and the scenes he 
nlays with imaginary peoole elicit 
laughs, but won't be accepted by 
ordinary audiences. 

Mahlon Naill gives a vivid per- 
formance of this difficult charac- 
ter; John Wallace is capital as the 
humorous Bvstander and Peter Engle 
first-rate as Sir Reginald. Other per- 
formances are acceptable and Jns- 
per Deeter’s direction first-rate. The 
single set is especially effective and 
a narticular word is due for the 
lizhting, ‘Pwvstonder’ isn’t meant for 
Rrocdway. hut it is an imainative 
niesas of writine and very acceptable 


| discover they are getting the merry lin this kind of a theatre. Waters 





Champs 
Flopperoo 


By JACK PULASKI 


That ‘carnival of champions’ which 
Mike Jacobs staged at the Polo 
Grounds, N. Y., Thursday (23) night 
was a flopperoo financially and fisti- 


cally. On paper the idea of present- 
ing four title contests on one card 





looked like surefire b.o. but the 
crowd was 50% under expectations. 


| So were the matches. 


The gate was $198,600 and 30 G's 
more added for picture and radio 
rights (sustaining). Then came de- 
ducts. The eight glove throwers in 
the four main events got $152,000, 
which is less than the figures given 
out. The ball park collected its 10% 
and the cost of the training camps 
plus advertising ran the nut up 
plenty. Also a charity was to get 
two percent of the profits. The con- 
tenders got peanuts in comparison 
to the champs’ end of coin. Biggest 
winners appeared to be the govern- 
ment, which got $26,000 in taxes, and 


| the state, which drew down half that 


sum. 


It appears that the show was 
stazed too soon after the Louis-Farr 
fight and had it been dated in Octo- 
ber the takings might have been up 
to the expected $375,000. Fact that 
the American Legion was good- 
timing in town didn’t help either, for 
the lads of the A.E.F. were intent 
on other things rather than fights. 
As a matter of fact the legion staged 
its Own boxing show with amateurs 
at the Madison Square Garden bowl, 
nor did that help. 


The bout between Lou Ambers 
and Pedro Montanez for the light- 
weight title was given top billing 
but in action rated about fourth. 
The lightweights went through 15 
boresome rounds and long before 
the final bell the fans started the 
old razzaroo. Ambers kept his title. 

Plenty of Action 


The real fight of the night was 
between Barney Ross, who also kept 
his welterweight crown, and Cerfina 
Garcia. That too went the limit. 
They made a mistake in not putting 
that match on top for it was the 
best contest, and figured to be so 
anyhow, what with the Filipino 
having Barney on the floor in Frisco 








last season. Ross proved himself a 
real fighting champ again. He cut 
Garcia around the eyes and reddened 
gore made the chap from the Far 
East look like an Indian. Champ, too, 
was mussed up somewhat but in the 
latter stages of the bout he proved 
the best man by outpunching the 
contender four or five to one. 


First event was between the Euro- 
pean champ, Marcel Thil, and Fred 
Apostoli of Frisco, who copped the 
affair when the referee stopped it 
in the 10th round. Thil was badly 
cut over the right eye. He made no 
complaint and won the fans by his 
manner and style. For the blow-off 
there was the Sixto Escobar-Harry 
Jaffra match for the bantamweight 
crown. Jaffra, from Baltimore, pasted 
the dickens out of the Porto Rican 
at the Hippodrome last spring and 
he copped the title without so much 
excitement. 


The fans started walking when the 
show was half over and at the end 
the audience had dwindled to half 
of its disappointing size. Jacobs was 
not disturbed over his show mis- 
firing and announced a similar multi- 
champ card would be staged next 
June. That’s his story and he may 
be stuck with it. 

Fight Notes 


Jacobs served box lunches to the 
working press. It was a long ses- 
sion but not that long. Seat cushions 
would have been more welcomed. 

There were no knockouts and no 
knockdowns except one in the single 
prelim. Arthur Donovan stopped the 
Thil-Apostoli fight but the French- 
man didn’t look that much hurt. 

Montanez lost several rounds by 
low blows but that made no differ- 
ence in the actual count. Ambers 
out-smarted him and once almost 
tilted the fellow over, much to the 
surprise of ringsiders. 

Ross was hurt by Garcia but he 
fought back the harder and again 
proved a courageous champion. 

Tyson (Harry Kay) agency lost 





32 rineside tickets priced at $16.50 
each. Whether lost in transit or not, 
has not been discerned. Locations 
were checked at the Polo Grounds 
but none of the pasteboards turne?- 
up. Agency paid ushers $25 to check 


up without avail. 
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Broadway 





Joe Bernhard has grippe. 

Jim Tully has returned to the 
Coast. 

Bill Halligan has sworn off the 
horses. 

Rodeo at Madison Square Garden 
starting Oct. 6. 

Hannen Swaffer got in yesterday 
from London on a periodic visit. 

Ben Atwell is press agent for Jed 
Harris’ ‘A Doll’s House,’ due soon. 

Louis Shurr returned to New York 
last week after summering on the 
Coast. : 

Dorothy Willard, kin of Chi- 
cago McCormicks, reported angeling 
‘Many Mansions.’ 

Larry Fox, producer for Uni- 
versal, in town for vacash and look- 
ing over the shows. 

Frances Feist, who designed the 
new Cotton Club costumes, is related 
to the late Leo Feist. 

Eddie Kane, accompanied by Billy 
West, arrived Sunday (26) by motor 
from the Coast for a visit. 

Times Square streets seemed un- 
duly quiet and almost deserted Fri- 
day (24) after most of Legionnaires 
had started for home. 

Marcella Napp, of the Metro cast- 
ing office, arrived Monday (27) from 
the Coast to visit her sister, Natalie 
Napp, of the Morris office. 

Phyllis Perlman back from 10-day 
trip ahead of road company of ‘Yes, 
My Darling Daughter.’ Forrest Cros- 
man now ahead of the show. 

New International Casino's floor 
show, tuned up, and with all the 
stage-mrechanics set, is slated for a 
second press review tonight. 

Dick Stevens of Chicago and 
Benny Goodman, of Reading, Pa., 
(not the maestro), dance promoters, 
in town on a band shopping trip. 

Thomas Beck, 20th Century-Fox 
eontract player, planed in from Hol- 
lywood last Thursday (23) for a two 
or three weeks visit in New York, 
Boston and Baltimore. 


Mare Lachmann,’ Universal’s stu- 
dio publicity chief, is east to greet 
Danielle Darrieux’s arrival today 
(Wednesday). Lachmann escorts U’s 
new import back to the Coast next 
Monday. Charles R. Rogers, U stu- 
dio head, back to the Coast on Sat- 
urday. 


Frank Wilson, of Loew’s Ziegfeld 
staff, conceived the idea of mounting 
a camera on the car owned by 
Chelle Janis, the Ziegfeld’s man- 
ageress, and thus see the Legion- 
naires parading from the ideal van- 
tage point. The camera, of course, 
was a filmless prop, but it achieved 
its purpose. 

Warner golf tournament at the 
Old Oaks country club, Rye, N. Y., 
Friday (24) was won for the third 
time straight by Leonard Palumbo 
of the foreign publicity department. 
Palumbo also won the Film Daily 
tournament in June, He brought in 
a winning 75 Friday. Booby prize 
went to Joe Zybelewsky with a 180. 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 








Infantile paralysis still a b.o. blow 
in Melbourne. 

Frank Tait visiting Sydney with 
his brother, E. J. 

Snider-Dean readying a new re- 
vue with Gladys Moncrieff. 


Louis-Braddock fight pic is play- 
ing the Hoyts’ chain. Not much. 


Norman B, Rydge back from Mel- 
bourne after a huddle with bankers. 

Metro’s ‘Naughty Marietta’ is still 
playing repeats around here and 
pulling trade. ; 


Fay Compton will appear here in 
the near future under Williamson- 
Tait management, 


Jimmy Lear, Col’s exploitation 
man, from Sydney to Melbourne to 
get the premiere of ‘When You're in 

ove.’ 


Harry MuHer, one-time booker for 

the old Tivoli chain, is in the pic 
biz as manager of the Plaza theatre, 
Bendigo. 
_Probe into pie taxation still con- 
tinues here and many big distrib 
execs have spoken their piece before 
the Commission. 


Weintraubs are touring the stix 
for Snider-Dean. Act will be spotted 
soon into a new revue unit for the 
same manatement. 

W-T will roadshow ‘Over She 
Goes’ in Melbourne until the Marcus 
show quits in Sydnev, next month. 
Georre Gee is starred. 

Noel Coward's ‘Fallen Angels’ in 
for a run try at the Apollo, Mel- 
bourne. Fred Hughes producing, by 
arranzement with Snider-Dean. 

Cliff Holt is putting in some very 
nice exnvloitation work for the 
Hoyts’ chain. His dad’s in charge of 
the Efftee radio unit in Melbourne. 

Metro figured on taking off ‘Good 
Earth’ to make way for ‘Maytime,’ 
but as soon as notice went up biz 
tonk skyward leap and pic remains. 

Theatre growth in nabes continues 
as indies find finances to allow erec- 
tions. Film Board Trade is prenar- 
ing rules to prevent overseating, if 


e possible. 


Representation may be made to 
the government by exhibs asking 
that action be taken to prevent erec- 


tions in spots deemed to be already 
over-seated. 

Glaciarium management running 
an ice skating revue as a build for 
adult trade. Admission is 50c., with 
general skating allowed after the re- 
vue concludes. 


Sir Ben Fuller is still puzzled 
about his Bijou theatre site in Mel- 
bourne. Doesn’t know whether to 
sell to an indie concern or rebuild 
and use for legit. 


Concert performers here include 
Edmund Kurtz, Tossy Spivakovsky 
and Georg Schneevoigt. Shakespeare 
Binks and Harry Gaze are giving a 
series of lectures. 

‘Wings of the Morning’ (G-B) is a 
smash hit here and Annabella, star, 
has bounded into immediate popu- 
larity. Take on second week went 
to $11,000 in 900-seater. 

Remarkable the way newsreel 
theatrette biz keeps on a high level 
week after week at 25c. on 80 min- 
utes’ sessions. Tom Coyle is in 
charge for Greater Union. 


Ken Hall is preparing to shoot 
‘Broken Melody’ for Cinesound, with 
Lloyd Hughes. Eric Thompson will 
design the sets and cast is being 
chosen to support Hughes. 


Football and baseball seasons are 
rapidly drawing to a close and 
cricket will replace. Wrestling will 
also quit in a few more weeks and 
a try will be made again with box- 
ing. 

With Spring just around the cor- 
ner tent shows are readying for a 
season in the stix. Wirth’s circus is 
still doing well on the road and will 
come into Melbourne for a season 
later. 

Two British pix, ‘Thunder in City’ 
(UA) and ‘Moonlight Sonata’ (UA) 
fell by the wayside and will be 
assisted back into the cans by a 
pleased management—pleased to see 
the lids close. 


Plans are going ahead for whoopee 
time during Sesqui Anniversary next 
year in this city. Stanley Crick, Fox 
head, is in charge of big units of en- 
tertainment for visitors, by special 
request of the government. 


Richard White looks like making 
out okay with his stock try in a 
tough nabe centre. Got away with 
‘The Bat’ and is now offering ‘The 
Killer’ (‘Nightstick’), after which 
comes ‘The Streets of London.’ 


Rubinstein premiered in Canberra 
for Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission and scored a tremendous hit 
with classy concert crowd. Comedy 
Harmonists also got away to a good 
start here for the same management. 

Cast chosen for ‘Balalaika’ includes 
Robert Halliday, Margaret Adams, 
Marjorie Gordon, Don Nichol, Thadee 
Slavinsky, Bert Matthews, Yvonne 
Banvard. Jan Kowskey and Lesley 
Crane. W-T will open the attraction 
with a top of $2. 

Snider-Dean sent the Connors- 
Paul revue unit to play Tasmania 
until the infantile outbreak abates. 


Efftee Broadcasters building up 
nicely in the commercial field under 
the direction of Tom Holt. At one 
time Holt was manager for Ada 
Reeves; then joined F. W. Thring 
in pic production, married Thring’s 
daughter and entered radio. 

Springtime means _ conventions. 
Metro execs are huddling in the ace 
city spots throughout the Common- 
wealth, after which Par will bring 
reps from everywhere to hear Hary 
Hunter’s chatter on the new lineup. 
U has just gotten through huddling 
under Here McIntyre. 


Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 








Claude Gillingwater resting here. 

Lew King and his wife down for 
a short stay. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
honeymooning. 

Sheldon and Daily, 
here for one year. 

O. I. Johnston of the Walt Disney 
Studios vacationing. 

J. J. Franklin and family to Cali- 
fornia for four months. 

Fred Leahy, Paramount, 
what Aloha really means. 

Jack and George Temple, brothers 
of Shirley, around the island. 

Eddie Darling had ‘a grand time,’ 
he says, with the Ed Sawtells. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Gardner, Shirley 
Booth, Waikiking it for one month. 

Adolph Ramish back and has ac- 
quired another holding for his chain 
here. 

Mrs. Dick Shayer the house guest 
of Gypsy Helfands at the beach for 
month. 

H. L. Miller, talent scout for Col, 
will teach English while‘at the U. of 
Hawaii. 

Waikiki Wille, the Winchell of Ha- 
vaii, home and will resume his 


Frank Nathan 


old-timers, 


knows 


writings. 

Helen Thurston featured in the 
F&M Legion Show, sent down 
from L.A, 


Adolphe Menjou and wife will be 
guest artists with the Community 
Players here. 


Sol Lesser completed arrange- 
ments with Don Blanding for ‘Stow- 
aways in Paradise.’ 

Giggie Royce nd his Young Hotel 
band remain on until 1938. rounding 
out one solid year at the Young. 





London 


Frances Maddox at the Cafe Ang- 
lais, opening Sept. 22, for four 
weeks. 

‘Anthony and Anna’ closes at the 
Whitehall theatre Oct. 2, after two 
years’ run. 

Ella Shields off to San Francisco, 
and goes from there to Australia 
for Frank Neal. 

Roy William Neill, currently meg- 
ging for Irving Asher at Teddington, 
to seek naturalization. 

Emile Boreo doubling from the 
Paramount theatre with Cafe An- 
glais, besides televising. 

F. J. Spickernell, film exhib, is to 
be Lord Mayor of Portsmouth for 
the second successive year. 

Bertram Mills has booked Bunny 
Dryden, cable aerialist, for his Olym- 
pia Circus season, opening Christmas. 

Charlie Miller, of the MCA Chi- 
cago office, over on vacation, and 
taking in most of the nite spots and 
shows. 

African Theatres Corp.’s London 
office moving from Daly’s to Queen’s 
hotel buildings, adjoining Metro’s 
Empire. 

Connie Russell gave a special au- 
dition to Louis B. Mayer at Clar- 
idge’s hotel, with Metro’s execs re- 
ported interested. 

Toscanini will conduct two con- 
certs this fall at the Queen’s Hall, 
Oct. 30 and Nov. 3, both of which 
will be broadcast. 


West End News theatre owners 
squawking at Charles Woolf for giv- 
ing the Louis-Farr fight film exclu- 
sively to Gaumont-British. 


Bert Firman and his band to do 
fortnightly broadcasts, first in sev- 
eral years, although he was a regu- 
lar BBC feature in its earlier days. 


Thornton Freeland and _ wife's 
(June Clyde) trip to America is 
purely a vacation, as he is due back 
here in two: months to do another 
picture for Korda. 


Eddie Oliver, Ben Bernie’s former 
arranger-pianist, here forming his 
own English band. Opens at Carl- 
ton hotel, Amsterdam, and eventual- 
ly a West End hotel. 


Carroll Levis and his Radio Dis- 
coveries signed for 26 weeks with 
Radio Luxembourg for Quaker Oats 
at $1,050 per broadcast. Lord & 
Thomas set the deal. . 


Georges Banyai'’s first play in Lon- 
don will be ‘L’Extravagant Capi- 
taine Blec,’ French farce by Jean 
Blanchon, which will be adapted 
and staged by Auriol Lee. 

John Argyle Prods. bought a 
script on the life of Marie Lloyd, 
which will be filmed at Welwyn 
Studios and distributed by Asso- 
ciated British Cinemas (BIP). 

‘Alf’s Button,’ which is the next 
vehicle for the ‘Crazy Gang’ film, 
starts shooting early in January at 
Gainsborough. Renee Houston will 
play the femme lead. Picture will 
cost $200,000. 

Laid up with pleurisy contracted 
during try-out week at Streatham, 
Laddie Cliff was out of the West 
End premiere of ‘Crazy Days’ at the 
Shaftesbury. Leo Franklyn, from 
Australia, substituted. 

New Prince of Wales theatre, built 
on the site of the old one, opens 
with a special performance at 8 
o’clock. Subsequently the original 
non-stop policy will.be reverted to, 
with four shows a day. 

Associated British Cinemas (BIP) 
has decided to do ‘Star of the Cir- 
cus,’ local version of ‘Jumbo,’ with 
Walter Mycroft, head of the produc- 
tion department, having already en- 
gaged Emile Boreo for the Schnozzle 
Durante part. 

Dave Burns, after closing with 
‘They Came by Night,’ at the Globe 
theatre, immediately signed for the 
new Cicely Courtneidge-Bobby 
Howes musical, which plays three 
weeks in Glasgow, then comes to 
the Hippodrome. 

Basil Foster will take over the 
Lord Peter Wimsey role when ‘Bus- 
man’s Honeymoon’ transfers from 
the Comedy to the Victoria Palace, 
Sept. 27. This marks a stage re- 
turn, as he retired into a business 
career four years ago. 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 











Cliff Harris recuping at home from 
a tonsil slice job. 

Milt Weeks seriously ailing at 
Philly General Hospital. 

Polly Willis scripting new 
series for possible commercial. 

John Facenda and new frau back 
from Virginia Beach honeymoon. 

Mike Levinson set to open his 
‘Lash of Pentitentes’ in Shamokin. 

N. W. Ayer’s Larry Witte doing a 
radio gossip column on KYW now. 

Lew Pizor recovering in Temple 
University hospital from intestinal 
ailment that has him down, 

WFIL’s new studios almost ready 
now, while KYW getting set for cor- 
nerstone laying of its new building. 

Ed Roecker doing the chirping on 
the new disked series being sent out 
by the Pennsy State publicity bu- 
reau. 

Mrs. A, T. Hild back from summer 
leave and hammering Lit Brother 
Chorus into shape for fall appear- 
ances, 

Gabriel Gelinas from WIP’s house 


mike 





Hatters. 
Alfred 


band to Jan Savitt’s ‘To 
New saxaphonist at WIP, 
Hubbs, 

Stoney McLinn again doing his 
spiel from WIP’s studios, after a 
month of airing from his bed follow- 
ing a fall that dislocated his hip. 





Paris 


Serge Lifar in from vacation. 

Singer Louis Delaquerriere dead. 

Reine Paulet singing over Radio 
Cite. 

Fred Adison’s band at the Para- 
mount, 

Jim Witteried postcarding 
London 

Ramon Navarro catching the A. B. 
C. show, 

Violet Stevenson vacationing in 
Interlaken. 

Berlin Opera presentations here 
winding up. 

Ralph T. Walker here studying 
expo buildings. 

Lucienne Delafarge back from a 
tour of Europe. 

Grand Palais being readied for 
the fall auto show. 

Jean Gabin speaking English in his 
latest film, ‘Le Messager.’ 

Marlene Dietrich back in town, 
breaking onto front pages. 

Metro throwing a cocktailer for 
William Powell at Maxim's. 

Montmartre Harlem Club reopen- 
ing with Freddy Taylor’s band. 

Germans now charging admission 
to their expo pavillion cinema. 

Gipsy Markoff closing at the Casa- 
nova; off to Hotel Ritz, London. 

Versailles catching more visitors 
in August than all of last year. 

Henry Bernstein’s ‘Le Voyage’ 
closing at the Theatre Gymnase. 

Jules Berry off for the Midi to 
start work in ‘Balthazar,’ Pierre Co- 
lombier’s latest. 

Two Cirque d’Hiver 





from 


elephants 


siderable damage. 


Berlin 


Fritz Wendthaus scrivening a new 
one. 

‘On the Avenue’ 
Marmorhaus, 


Walter Cronostay penned the notes 
for ‘Katzensteg:.’ 

Werner Krauss to open middle of 
September at the State theatre. 

‘Actress,’ with Agnes Straub, big 
legit hit of last-season, reopening. 

‘Black Pearls,’ featuring Reris, 
having its first showing in Berlin. 

Brigitte Horney back to Berlin 
after final shooting of Sudermann’s 
‘Katzensteg.’ 

Deutsche theatre beginning its new 
season with ‘Friederick the First,’ 
by Hans Rehberg. 

Ellen Frank penciled for the new 
Terra Film-Kunst pic, under direc- 
tion of Carl Boese. 

Paul Wegener to play the Captain 
in Strindberg’s ‘Totentanz’ (‘Death 
Dance’), at the Kurfurstendamm. 

Maria Roland, Fatherland’s ace 
yodeler and legit triller, negotiating 
for a big tour in South America. 

Second annual collection for the 
maintenance of a home for old or in- 
valided artists is to take place on 
Sept. 15. Not only will 8,000 artists 
sacrifice their earnings for that day, 
but 700 vaude, circus and cabaret 
managers as well are to turn in 
their total receipts. 


Chicago 


ame Pierce jumped in for week- 
end. 


Paul Sanders in town after a Coast 
expedition. 


Dr. George Halley to Detroit for a 
couple days. 


Ed Levin moving his family closer 
to the Loop. 


Morris Silver and Sammy Clark to 
N. Y. and return. 


George Jessel and Norma Tal- 
madge in town for a few days. 


Mort Singer back to Chicago, then 








(20th) at the 








/away for Minneapolis conference. 


Sam Schoenstadt and Max Levin 
arranging the next CAPA shindig. 

Baseball announcer shortage in 
Chi as boys all leave for St. Louis 
airings. 

Jackie Heller week-ended in hos- 
pital, taking a check-up after a too- 
much-work summer. 

Sammy Tishman back from Kan- 
sas and Missouri fight picture selling 
tour, and off to N. Y. 

Paul Sanders now on sales staff of 
Esquire Features. and assigned last 
week to cover Michigan. 

A. J. Balaban regularly catches the 
stage shows in town though the 
Balaban-Myers houses are straight 
pictures. 

Randolph St. bookies turning on 
the lights and air-conditioning again, 
after two weeks spent ducking in 
the dark. 

Ben Coles doing some business 
for his ‘Look’ mag, and took A. E. 





ad conferences, 


stopping a performance with a pri-\, 
.vate fight—no one injured, but con- 





Meyerhoff back to Des Moines nad 


——== 


Hollywood 


Melven Douglas had his tonsils 
out. 
David L, Loew abed with a severe 
cold. 

Otto Kruger in for ether and film 
deals. : 

Wendy Barrie sprained wrist at 
tennis, 

Joe E. Brown winged in from Van- 
couver. 

Hugh Boswell back at Metro from 
England, 

Buddy DeSylva erecting a Holmby 
Hills palazzo. 

Henry Henigson had a birthday 
but no party. 

Milton Hoffman joined the M. C, 
Levee agency. 

Leonard Goldstein is now tagged 
L. G. Leonard. 

Bill Thomas going for a Toluca 
Lake mansion. 

Yola d’Avril now a full-fledged 
U. S. citoyenne. 

Arthur Wenzel recovering from 
an appendectomy. 

Pat West is a jury foreman in 
‘True Confessions.’ 

Dave Rubinoff (and fiddle) back 
from midwest tour. 

Frank Orsatti and Jean Chatburn 
trekking N.Ywards. 

Grant Mitchell back for Metro's 
‘The Last Gangster.’ 

Judy Garland looking over plans 
for a Bevhills manse. 

Gregory Ratoff visiting Eugenie 
Leontovich in St. Louis. 

Charles Skouras back from bag- 
ging bear in Wyoming. 

George Burns and Gracie Allen 
back to Broadway, Oct. 5. 

Mickey Rooney halfbacking for 
Fairfax High, Hollywood. 

Zion Myers has started work on 
his Metro producer ticket. 

Lionel Short of the London Daily 
Mail traversing the film lots. 

Isa Miranda, Par’s Italian actress, 
tore a ligament in her ankle. 

Harry Sherman bagged nary a 
grizzly in Wyoming b’ar hunt. 

Warren William back from prime- 
val piscatorial perambulations. 

Janet Beecher preparing to build 
a house and root into Westwood. 

Eric Coster, 20th-Fox publicity 
man; an infantile paralysis victim. 

Anne -Morrison Chapin scripting 
Judy Garland’s next opus for Metro. 

Reinhold Schunzel, German direc- 
tor, reported at Metro on his term 
ticket. 

Nélson Eddy wrenched a shoulder 
footballing for dear old ‘Rosalie’ at 
Metro. 

Frank Morgan has sold his Palm 
Springs antique shop and gone in 
for oil. : 

Frank Capra peddled his Bel-Air 
estate site to Dick Powell and Joan 
Blondeli. 

Rose Stradner, who hails from 
Vienna, spends her spare time ogling 
the. Pacific. 

Regis Toomey, guesting on Tay 
Garnett’s yacht, trapping the tooth- 
some ‘tuna. 

Universal _borrowed Robertson 
White from Warners to script ‘The 
Black Doll.’ ; 

Jack Randall traded his six-gun 
for a rifle and went hunting the 
elusive deer. 

Lou Gehrig signed with Sol Lesser 
for ‘Laughing Senor.’ Smith Ballew 
tuned galloper. : 

Vicki Lester goes to Radio for 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ on loan 
from Mervyn LeRoy. 

Murray Spivack succeeds Raoul 
Krauskarr as assistant to Al Colum- 
bo. Republic musical director. 

Harriett Hilliard and her husband, 
Ozzie Nelson, back in Hollywood 
after one-night tour of the east. 

Sam Wood handed an admiral’s 
cap by the cast of Metro’s ‘Navy Blue 
and Gold,’ which he is directing. 

John Boles moved over from Co- 
lumbia to Paramount, having con- 
cluded his contractual obligations. 

Bob Benchley getting up courage 
to start scribbling a 400-page tome 
for which his publishers are howling. 

Francis X. Bushman back in a feat- 
ured role in Metro’s ‘Thoroughbreds 
Don’t Cry,’ and also ogling Broad- 
wavy. 

Millicent Holliday, spotted by 
Mation Gering at Pasadena Commu- 
nity Playhouse. steps into Col’s ‘T 
M>rried an Artist.’ 

The John Stones denart Oct. 2 on 
a two months’ tour that will take 
them to South America, thence to 
New York and back home. 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





C. L. Lees new University of Min- 
nesota director of dramatics. to 
Fred Waring’s ‘Pennsylvanians 


| spotied for Orpheum Oct. 8. 


‘Hy’ Chapman, Columbia branch 
manager, suffering from infected eye 
lid. 

_ “Great Raymond,’ magician, open- 
ing legit season at Lyceum this 
week, 


Jo Griffen, Minnesota Terrace 
tenor, seriously ill in University 
hospital. 


Bess Ackerman recovered from 
illness and back on Columbia secre- 
tarial job. 

Mike Fadell, publicity man, get- 
ting once-over at Mayo clinic. 

Duck and pheasant hunting sea- 
son starting &ct. 9 expected to de- 
populate Film Row. 

Ernie Hill resigned from Para- 
mount sales’ staff to accept Warne! 
Brothers’ assignment. 

Harold Weiss from Chicago re- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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OBITUARIES 


VIRGINIA EARL 

Virginia Earl, 62, one of the lead- 
ing musical stars of the 90’s, died in 
a New Jersey sanitarium Sept, 21. 
She had been the guest of the Ac- 
tors’ Fund Home at Englewood the 

wo years. 

Mies ar! made her stage debut at 
the age of 12 in one of the juvenile 
productions of ‘The Mikado’ which 
literally infested the country about 
that time, following the success of 
similar ventures with ‘Pinafore.’ 
For two years she played with Don- 
nelley and Girard in ‘Later On,’ and 
then spent two years in Australia. 
Coming home she toured in Hoyt’s 
‘A Hole in the Ground’ and then 
spent two years in ‘Wang’ with De 
Wolf Hopper. But it was not until 
she came to the N. Y. Casino that 
she took a permanent place as a 
Broadway favorite, playing in nu- 
merous George Lederer productions. 
She was featured in other produc- 
tions and in ‘Sergeant Kitty’ she 
achieved stardom, but her chief suc- 
cesses centered about the old Ca- 
sino, though in later years she was 
regarded as an Augustin Daly Star. 
Later she went into vaudeville with 
fair success, but without repeating 
her musical comedy hit. 

She is survived by her sister, 
Maude Earl, also an actress, and two 
brothers. 





RUTH ROLAND 

Ruth Roland, 39, former serial ac- 
tress and reputedly one of Holly- 
wood’s wealthiest, died Sept. 22 after 
a lingering illness. She is survived 
by her husband, Ben Bard, actor- 
producer, and her aunt, Mrs. Edith 
B. Thompson. , 

Funeral was held Sept. 24 at the 
Wee Kirk o’ the Heather, Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, 
with a Christian Science service. 
Burial followed in a mausoleum at 
Forest Lawn. 

In 1930 Miss Roland’s fortune, 
largely earned in real estate, was 
estimated as exceeding $6,000,000. 
Heavy losses during the depression 
reduced it considerably but she was 
still considered very wealthy. 

Deceased entered pictures in 1915 
and played in many serials for 
Pathe, Kalem and Balboa in the old 
silent days, undergoing many dangers 
and often escaping death or serious 
injury by the proverbial hair's 
breadth. She also was starred in 
dozens of feature dramas. 

She was first married to Lionel R. 
(Lee) Kent, later becoming the wife 
of Bard. Her fortune was accumu- 
lated through shrewd realty deals. 





OLIVER W. TUTTLE 

Oliver W. Tuttle, 50, one-time 
manager of station KPO, San Fran- 
cisco, died of a heart attack Sept. 20 
at his home in Burlingame, Cal. 
Tuttle, who was promotion manager 
for the San Francisco Examiner, 
Hearst morning daily, at the time of 
his death, in 1922 was manager of 
the Examiner-owned station, KUO. 
He became affiliated with KPO in 
1924, and was largely responsible 
for the station’s development to a 
position of importance in the follow- 
ing year. 

A pioneer in local radio circles, 
Tuttle continued his interest in 
broadcasting while Examiner pro- 
motion manager, arranging numer- 
ous promotional tie-ups between the 
paper and KYA, Hearst-owned San 
Francisco station. 

His widew, Marie, and a son, 
Oliver W, Tuttle, Jr., six years old, 
survive. 





LYNN WILLIS 

Lynn Willis, 30, announcer at 
KYW, Philadelphia, jumped to death 
from a second-floor window of the 
Presbyterian hospital, Philadelphia, 
Sept. 21. Delirious after an opera- 
tion, he left his bed on the first floor, 
Tan up a stairway to the next land- 
ing and battered his way through a 
Screen. 

Willis joined KYW last May after 
Six years service at WIP, Philadel- 
Phia, He had been on sick leave 
S¢veral months before changing af- 
filiations and had only been back 
about a week when the transfer was 
announced. 

His wife, the former Barbara 
Kenna, and his mother survive. 





CARL KOHLMANN 

Carl Kohlmann, 75, solo trombon- 
ist with the Cincinnati Symphony 
orchestra since it was organized, in 
1895, died Sept. 23, at his home. Al- 
though in ill health for the past 
year, he played with the orchestra 
last season and performed in weekly 


a 





broadcasts by the Armco band on 
WLW until his demise. 

Kohlmann, a native of Germany, 
came to the U. S. 53 years ago. For 
25 years he was an instructor of 
brass instcuments at the Cincinnati 
College of Music. 

Survived by a son, Charles. 





ROBERT STEVENSON, SR. 

Robert Stevenson, Sr., 53, formerly 
one of Broadway’s top box office 
treasurers, died Sept. 25, at Laguna 
Beach, Calif., where he resided for 
about two years. He was a cancer 
victim, disease first infecting one leg 
which was amputated some months 
before he moved west. 

He was long connected with the 
Morosco theatre, being in charge of 
the box office during several long 
runs including “The Bat.’ His son, 
Robert, J.. who has been managing 
Erlanger’s, Buffalo, for the past year 
or so, planed to the Coast for the 
funeral, which was held Tuesday. 





ION SWINLEY 

Ion Swinley, 45, well known 
Shakespearean and radio actor, died 
in his sleep at his London home 
Sept. 16. Graduating from the Acad- 
emy of Dramatic Art, he played 
many varying roles, from Shaw to 
light comedy, and dramatic radio 
roles, 

At the time of his death he had 
been appearing in Sydney Carroll’s 
last Shakespearean production of the 
season at the Open-Air theatre, play- 
ing Solinus in ‘The Comedy of Er- 
rors. He was also the author of 
four plays. 





THEODORE C. (DOC) McQUATE 

Theodore C. (Doc) McQuate, 64, 
ex outdoorshowman, died in Ault- 
man hospital, Canton, O., Sept. 23 
after a series of strokes. A close 
friend of the late President William 
McKinley, he became interested in 
horses and became a prominent fig- 
ure around the eastern Ohio fair 
circuit. He later purchased an in- 
terest in the New England Carnival 
Co., and became adept as a ‘barker.’ 
He then was erigaged in this capac- 
ity by the Ringling Bros. circus side- 
show, with which tented attraction 
he traveled several years. 





BESSIE SMITH 
Bessie Smith, blues singer, who 
originated in one of the Beale street 
theatres in Memphis, was killed in 
that city, Sept. 26, when an auto in 
which she was riding overturned. 
Her work attracted the attention 
of theatrical agents and she played 
Broadway engagements in addition 
to making many phonograph record- 
ings. She had returned to Memphis 
to join the ‘Broadway Rastus,’ a 
Beale street musical production De- 
tails in the Music Section. 





FRANK B. ARNOLD 

Frank B. Arnold, 69, for many 
years identified with the film busi- 
ness, died Sept. 21 at his home in 
Miami, Fila., after an illness of sev- 
eral months. 

For many years he was a theatri- 
cal advance agent and prior to his 
retirement traveled for the Foreign 
Film Exchange Co. His widow and 
several nephews and nieces survive. 
The body was returned to Columbus, 
his former home. 





JOHN McGARVEY 

John W. McGarvey, 57, veteran 
Pittsburgh fight promoter, died last 
week at his home after a long ill- 
ness which became critical only re- 
cently, however. 

He had returned only a few weeks 
ago from San Francisco where he 
had his newest find, Billy Conn, 
leading contender for the middle- 
weight crown, take on a few of the 
Coast hopefuls. 





BURNETT C. McKINSTRY 

Burnett C. McKinstry, 53, man- 
ager and proprietor of the Lake 
Breeze hotel, Buckeye Lake, O., died 
Sept. 18 in Mt. Carmel hospital, 
Columbus, after suffering a stroke 
of apoplexy. 

He was well known in the amuse- 
ment park field in central Ohio and 
before becoming associated with the 
hotel management. 





THADDEUS COWAN 

Thaddeus Cowan, 97, who por- 
trayed the role of ‘King Neptune 
in the beauty pageants at Atlantic 
City, N. J., died Wednesday (22) at 
the age oi 97. 

Cowan was a fisherman. Each 
pageant year he had his day as ‘King 
Neptune’ and then returned to his 











61 





calling which he had followed for 
the past 40 years, 


FRANK HUNT 

Frank Hunt, 65, Elk City, Okla., 
theatre owner, died at Polyclinic 
Hospital in Oklahoma City, Sept. 24, 
after an illness of three weeks. 

His death was attributed to heart 
disease. He is survived by his wife 
and a sister, 








CARL EVANS 

Carl Evans, 56, superintendent. of 
the municipal zoo at Columbus, O., 
died suddenly Sept. 23 at his home 
in that city from a heart ailment. 

He had been in charge of the op- 
eration of the zoo there since its 
creation in 1929. 


MARY BLACKFORD 

Mary Bernice Blackford, 23, screen 
player, died ‘Sept. 24, in Santa 
Monica, after a three-year illness 
from paralysis. She was injured in 
an automobile accident. 

Surviving are her mother and a 
brother, 





JOSEPH KLAW 
Joseph Klaw, 49, son of Mare 
Klaw and himself a producer of 
stage shows, killed himself with car- 
bon monoxide from the exhaust of 
his parked car in N, Y., Sept, 22. 
Details in the legit section. 





ROSALIND COGHLAN 
Rosalind Coghlan Pittman, retired 
actress and daughter of Rose Cogh- 
lan, died in Forrest Hills, N. Y., Sept. 
27, of a cerebral hemorrhage. 
She was for many years on the 
legitimate stage and in vaudeville. 





MAY ARCIER 
May Arcier, known in theatrical 
circles as Mrs. Lloyd A. Balliet, died 
Aug. 20, at her home in Dayton, 
Ohio. She had been ill for some 
time. 





GEORGE McCLENNON 
George McClennon, 49, comedian 
and trick clarinetist, died Sept. 24, 
in the Municipal Sanitarium, in Chi- 
cago, where he had been confined 
since’ last May. 





WILLIAM MILNE 
William Milne, age 55, died at the 
Will Rogers Hospital Sept. 24. For 
the past 22 years he was connected 
with Loew’s Theatres, Inc., as as- 
sistant manager. 





MONA MOORE 
Mona Moore, 25, singer, died sud- 
denly in Chicago on Sept. 22. 
She had worked in niteries and 
vaude, Parents survive, 





Brother, 29, of Mary Margaret Mc- 
bride (Martha Deane, WOR, New 
York), died Sept. 25, 1937, after a 
gallstone operation in Winter Park, 
Fia. 





Henry Erb, 50, formerly pianist 
with Los Angeles Philharmonic Or- 
chestra, died at Gardena, Calif. 
Sept. 23. 





William Gargan, 68, father of Wil- 
liam and Edward Gargan, actors, 
died in Hollywood, Sept. 22. 





Father, 64, of Paul Malvern, film 
producer, died Sept. 23 in San Diego. 





Paris Dream 











(Continued from page 11) 





would be so long that it would have 
to be run serially. But the truth 
seems to be that all those hundreds 
of thousands of francs needed were 
not forthcoming by public subscrip- 
tion. Original plan called _ for 
‘shares’ of one franc each being sold. 
When the picture was produced, 
those who had bought the share 
would have that amount deducted 
from their entrance fee when they 
saw the film. 

Story will now retrace the history 
of three men from Marseilles who 
came to Paris and took part in the 
Revolution. Three practically un- 
known actors—in comparison to the 
big star names originally announced 
—will carry these three _ roles. 
Names of Pierre Renoir, Louis Jou- 
vet, Paul Dullac, Andre Zibral, 
Maurice Escande and Suzy Prim are 
still connected with the production, 
but they are only a handful to the 
ones first announced. 


Production has finally gotten un- 
der way but indicative of how much 
backing is lacked was an appeal in 
one paper asking those who could 
appear in mob scenes to go to Fon- 
tainebleau, as they could appear in 
the film and ‘their fares and lunch- 
eon would be paid.’ 

















News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 








East 


Bureau of Taxation for N. Y. state 
reports drinking on the increase. 
Figures for first eight months of the 
year $2,405,940 in excess of same 
period in ’36. 

Drake’s pop priced eatery closed 
by a strike. First time in 25 years 
the doors have been locked. May 
stay closed rather than sign up. 

American Legion pilgrimage to 
France put $1,400,000 in the till of 
the steamship companies. 

Yarmouth (N. S.) fair in a jam 
over a nude painting in the art ex- 
hibit. Dominie turned it to the wall 
and the artist turned it back again 
and dared the minister to repeat. 


Huntsville, Tex., convicts to stage 
a rodeo. Will stay inside the prison 
walls. Four Sunday sessions, Top 
prize $10. 

Artef players: move to Daly’s and 
will rename the house. 

President has issued the usual 
proclamation making Columbus Day 
a national holiday. 

Friends of the late George Gersh- 
win planning a memorial in the form 
of a grove of 10,000 trees planted in 
Palestine. To be located not far 
from the Gabrilowitch grove and 
similar tributes to George Washing- 
ton, George V, and Roxy. 

Cleo Mayfield’s camp at Lake Sun- 
apee, N. H., burned down last Tues- 
day, Loss about $15,000. 

Gabriele d’Annunzio given presi- 
dency of Royal Italian Academy, 
vacated by the death of Sig. Marconi. 

Street cleaners figure Legion pa- 
rade made six times as much litter 
as the Lindbergh welcome. Ran 635 
tons. 

Thomas Nolan, chauffeur for Ben 
Bernie, freed of a drunk driving 
charge last Wednesday. Magistrate 
said it was a borderline case, but 
gave him the benefit of the doubt. 

Legionnaires in the 40 and 8 con- 
tingent returned all traffic signs 
copped during their three-day col- 
lecting tour. In recognition of the 
treatment accorded them by the 
police. 

George M. Cohan the hit of the 
Legion show at the Garden, Wednes- 
day. Sang ‘Over There’ until his 
voice hoarsed up. 

Clifford Odets’ ‘Golden Gloves’ re- 
titled ‘The Manly Art’ by Group 
Theatre. 

Lewis Leverett and Martha Drie- 
blatt added to faculty of the New 
Theatre school for the season. 

Hubert Julian, Harlem’s own avia- 
tor, fell off a chair in Paris and 
broke his arm in three places. Says 
he can’t go to help China win the 
war, 

Toscanini and Furtwaengler in a 
jam. Italian does not believe the 
German conductor should try to con- 
duct at Beyreuth and Beishuce, 
Furtwaengler retorts that music 
should rise above politics. May 
decline to conduct at Salzburg next 
season, but there’s plenty of time in 
which to change his mind. 

Ted Peckham is stealing Billy 
Rose’s stuff and hiring British pense 
for his escort service. They will also 
go, into the chorus of a B’way musi- 
cal. 

League of Nations will probably 
make an exhibit at the N. ¥. World’s 
fair. Committee has so recommend- 
ed. Now a question of funds. 

Outdoor art show in Washington 
Sq. reports sales of $1,200, 

Biological Photographic Assn., in 
convention in Rochester, shows 
photos in color of the blood stream 
of a rabbit. Had been done before 
in black and white, but color adds 
to educational value. 

Mayor protests assignment of 7 
cial cops to guard jewels of nite club 
patrons. Afraid it will make them 
gigolos, he explains. 

Gloria Allen, 17, parachute jumper, 
seriously injured at Roanoke, Va. 
when her chute ripped. With her 
sister and brother in an act known 
as the Batavia parachute jumpers. 
Playing at a fair, 

Fourth annual Night of Stars, for 
Palestine fund, set for Nov, 17 at the 
Garden. 

Examination into the mental status 
of Robert Irwin begun yesterday 
(Tuesday) in the Tombs prison. 

Figures released to show 30,044 
persons enjoyed the camping facili- 
ties of Palisades Interstate Park this 
summer. New record. 

National Broadcasting to experi- 
ment with mobile television unit 
starting Oct. 18, 

Returning travelers report the 
French beaches are using photos of 
Atlantic City contestants as samples 
of what they can show. 

Mineola fair opened Monday. Open 
nights for the first time. 

A. B. Hopkins, of the recently 
closed auto trailer show, attacks as 
inadequate provision made by N. Y. 
World’s Fair of only 43 acres as 
parking space for mobile homes. 
Also says $1 a week space rental is 
too low. 

N. Y. department store has opened 
a marionette sale. Has 128 different 
figures and seven types of theatres. 

October will bring 100,000 conven- 
tion visitors to N. Y 
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score for Cornelia Otis Skinner's 
version of ‘Edna, His Wife,’ which 
she will use this season. 

Congressional Library recatalogu- 
ing its volumes, Frank Scully’s ‘Fun 
in Bed’ classified as a sex book and 
oy on the shelf along with Havelock 

llis, et al. 

Carmello Riviera, leader of the 
orch at the Toreador, Harlem Span- 
ish nitery held by the police in the 
knifing of Carmello Correa, his rival 
for the affections of a local charmer. 

N. Y. police staging drives against 
bootblacks and handbook makers. 

Utah first state definitely to sign 
an exhibition contract with N. Y. 
World’s Fair. Johnhancocked la’ 
week, 





Coast 


William F. James, former news- 
paperman and husband of Margaret 
Irving, film actress, was granted pro- 
bation for five years following his 
conviction on seven forgery charges 
in Los Angeles. 

Nick Stuart, orchestra leader and 
former screen player, and Ruth 
Eileen Skinner, who were divorced 





in Reno last May, applied for a mar- 
riage license in L. A. and announced 
they will re-marry. Ex-bride, a 
nitery thrush, sang with Stuart’s 
orch. 

Hamilton ‘Buddy’ Westmore 


dropped his contemplated resistance 
to the plea of Martha Raye for a 
divorce from him in L, A. 


MARRIAGES 


Doris Havens to E. Samuel Lon- 
holm, in Philadelphia, Sept. 25. Bride 
is studio organist at WCAU, Philly. 
Groom is former radio singer. 

Art Wortha, manager Fox-Roxy, 
LaPorte, Ind., to Mary Helen Duke, 
non-pro, in LaPorte on Sept. 23. 

Rex Williams, manager Hoosier 
theatre, Whiting, Ind., to Estelle Mc- 
Closkey, non-pro, on Sept. 26, 

Cornel Wilde to Patricia Knight 
in N. Y., Sept. 21. Both are legit 
players, 

James Aull to Sarah H. Longacre 
at Norristown, Pa., Sept. 25. Groom 
is p.a. at KYW, Philly, 

Isabelle Stearns to Samuel Car- 
lyle Monroe in Peterborough, N. H., 
Sept. 28. Bride is legit actress. 
Groom is with television interests 
of NBC. 

Juliette Kengal, dancer, to Leigh- 
ton Brill, writer, Sept. 26 at Yuma, 

Doris Borbridge, dancer to Van 
Faust, Metro studio music exec, 
Sept. 26 at Yuma. 

Stella Agius to Mike Camilleri, 
Sept. 25, in N. Y. Groom is con- 
nected with Music Publishers, Inc. 

Juliette of France to Harri Henri, 
in Millerton, N. Y., Sept. 19. 

Margaret Lynam to Byron Vande- 
grift, at Yuma, Ariz., Sept. 24. Bride 
is a stage and screen actress. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bert Spurlin, son, 
Sept. 24, in Hollywood. Father is 
an assistant director at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Proctor, 
daughter, Sept. 24, in Los Angeles, 
Father is film publicist. 

To Mr. and Mrs, Ed Sullivan, son, 
at Dallas, Aug. 29. Father is 
manager of the Majestic in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Buckley, son, 
Condell Memorial hospital, Liberty- 
ville, Ill., Sept. 22. Father is with 
CBS sales department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Byrd, daugh- 
ter, Sept, 23, in Hollywood, Father 
is an actor at Republic. Mother is 
the former Virginia Carroll, film 
actress, 

Mr. and Mrs. John Auer, daugh- 
ter, Sept. 23, in Hollywood. Father 
is Republic producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Campbell, 
son, in N. Y., Sept. 24. Father is 
general manager of Radio Orchestra 
Corp, 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Whitney, 
daughter, in New York, Sept. 22. 
Father is sports writer for N. Y. 
Daily Mirror. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Lyons, son, 
Sept. 22, in New York. Father is 
Broadway columnist on the N. Y. 
Post. 

Mr, and Mrs. Louis Lewyn, son, in 
Los Angeles, Sept. 26. Father is a 
shorts producer for Metro. 





Bobby Godet, singer with Shep 
Fields band, is temporarily soloist 
on WNEW, N. Y., while the orches- 
tra is out of town, Godet was orig- 
inally a balladist on the station 





about 18 months ago before he was 
discovered by Fields. Rejoins band 


Miliott Jacoby to write the musical| on its return. 
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OUTDOORS 


Wednesday, September 29, 1937 














Cleve Expo Shuts Just in Time 


To Save ‘Acquacaders’ from Freeze 


Se TS Seren rs 
—————— 








Cleveland, Sept. 28. 

Another two weeks of Lake Erie’s 
rapidly cooling breezes and the 
Aquacade’s swimmers would have to 
wear Eskimo swimming suits to sur- 
vive, so Sunday’s (26) closing of 
Great Lakes Exposition came off at 
the right time. Centennial had been 
extended three weeks, which were 
worthwhile as far as attendance was 


concerned, although Billy Rose’s 
mermaids risked pneumonia up to a 
brief warm spell last week. 

Crowd of 81,359 turned out to hear 
taps blown. Official total attendance 
for fair’s second and last year was 
3,518,740, large enough to satisfy 
civic sponsors. 

Closing ceremony on Radioland’s 
outdoor stage was highlighted by 
complimentary speeches from Lin- 
coln G. Dickey, general manager; 
Dudley S. Blossom, general chair- 
man: W. T. Holliday, prez; Dr. Ni- 
cola Cerri, U. S. commissioner gen- 
eral here, and Mayor Burton. 

Johnny Weismuller, co-star of 
Rose’s marine spectacle, is staying 
here for a few days with Lupe Velez 
trying to arrange some vaude dates 
before returning to Metro’s lot. 
Swimmer and his wife are asking 
for $7,500 per week for appearances, 

Eleanor Holm Jarrett, who bur- 
lesqued Aquacade’s final show by 
wearing galoshes, flew back to Hol- 
lywood to play in “Tarzan’s Revenge’ 
opposite Glenn Morris. Backstroke 
champ was signed by Principal Pro- 
ductions, with picture to be released 
through 20th-Fox. 

Walter Dare Wahl and Johnny 
Trama jumped from Rose’s cast into 
new stage revue at Mayfair Casino, 
downtown theatre-cabaret. Comedy 
team now featured with Jack Oster- 
man. 

With his Tyrolean cafe on Midway 
gone dark, Herman Pirchner trans- 
ported Otto Thurn’s orchestra to his 
Alpine Village in theatrical section. 

Statisticians who checked figures 
estimate that during 230 days of two 
seasons the Expo drew 7,500,000 visi- 
tors, 60% of whom were out-of- 
towners. While somewhat debatable, 
they also claim the lakefront show 
brought $30,000,000 into city, in re- 
turn for costs of $1,250,000. Guaran- 
tors, who put up approximately 
$1,500,000, got around 50% back,. and 
chalked rest down to civic adver- 
tising. 

Showmen’s League Gets $3,500 


During last week an Expo benefit 
for Showmen’s League of America 
drew 3,500 visitors, despite icy 
winds, netting $3,500 for its hospital 
and cemetery fund. Tom Mix drove 
in from nearby circus to do a per- 
sonal for it. 

Evelyn Chandler and husband, 
Bruce Mapes, who topped ice ex- 
travaganza at Winterland, are sail- 
ing Oct. 11 for London to open at 
Show Box Theatre. Also scheduled 
to do a skating scene in next As- 
taire-Rogers musical, followed by 
series of film shorts. 

Duke and Noble are opening Hotel 
New Yorker's ice rink Oct. 8, while 
Walter Arian is going back to To- 
ronto Skating Club as head in- 
structor. His partner here, Frances 
Johnson, is joining Maribel Vinson’s 
ice carnival. 

Newspaper muggs who were fool- 
ish enough to expect some liquid re- 
wards for plugging the centennial 
were left with tongues hanging out. 
Instead, they were handed small 
bronze medals ‘for distinguished 
service. Another laugh came when 
Gov. Martin L. Davey, supposed to 
be guest of honor for an all-Ohio 
weekend, showed up four hours late 
when ceremonies in his honor were 
nearly over. 

Although buildings are due to be 
demolished before April, deal is on 
to keep some of them for a ‘little 
expo’ in 1938. Plan is to combine 
Aquacade grandstand and Radio- 
land’s stage for outdoor operas, 
symphonies and plays for four 
months next summer. 





Sheesley’s Hole Up 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 28. 

Completion of arrangements for 
Sheesley’s Shows to establish winter 
quarters here again was announced 
by J. M. Sheesley, head of this mid- 
Way organization. 

Approximately 100 of the show’s 
employees will remain in Charlotte 
during the winter season. 
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TOO LITTLE AMUSEMENT 


Rochester Passes Up Fair Which 
Trusted Too Much te Live Stock 








Rochester, Sept. 28. 


In opinion of man in the street, 
Rochester Exposition hit a new low 
in entertainment value this year, and 
will have to demonstrate some real 
showmanship in future or play to| 
the sparrows. 

Emphasis this year was placed on 
county fair angle, but city folks 
showed little interest in sheep and 
cattle, while farmers can see ’em at 
home. Admish of 35c. considered 
pretty stiff to look at a few washing 
machines regularly on display in the 
stores. Industrial exhibits were 
practically nil and nothing offered 
comparable to horse show which 
used to draw society and hoi polloi 
alike. 

De Luxe midway shows drew fire 
of church groups which closed sex 
education and strip tease tents and 
scored officials for allowing penny 
tossing game. 


DALLAS IS DEAD 
AT END OF FAIR 


—_-— -— 





Dallas, Sept. 28. 

The Greater Texas and Pan Amer- 
ican exposition has shrunk to a 
Texas exposition and, with many 
activities in prospect of abandon- 
ment, looms as a local proposition. 
Executives have announced that 
Cavalcade, free outdoor spectacle, 
was costing $700 a day and must be 
closed for economy reasons. Final 
shows were scheduled Sunday night 
(26) but considerable pressure was 
being brought by midway show- 
men and state patriotic groups to 
keep it open, 

Midway showmen, headed by Nat 
and Joe Rogers, signed a declaration 
100 per cent insisting that the front 
gates be made free if Cavalcade 
closes. The spectacle is at end of 


midway opposite front gate and is 
the only attraction to lure customers 











their way. 

Over the weekend the exposition 
officials were trying to interest 
Henry Ford in the idea of sponsoring 
the show for the rest of the fair. 

State school officials planned to 
send groups of students to fair as 
scholastic proposition in closing 
weeks, a program which stimulated 
attendance last year. They indicate, 
however, that they will not be in- 
terested if Cavalcade is discontinued. 

With schoolmen on one side and 
showmen on the other, each pressing 
for continuance of the show, the 
exposition has plenty aching in the 
head. If midway exhibitors follow 
through on their sit-down strike, 
main thing left will be the Casino 
revue. - 

Definite shot in the arm for at- 
tendance Saturday (26) was the ap- 
pearance of Bob Burns and a sup- 
porting cast of hill-billies, trained in 
from Van Buren, Ark. He did a free 
show in football stadium Saturday 
night which drew 20,000 and re- 
peated his chore Sunday night. He 
got $10,000 for the two appearances. 

Attendance at the exposition 
through Saturday night (26) had 
crept up to 1,606,666. 





SHY ONE TRUCK 
Blackwell, Okla., Sept. 28. 
Truck and trailer belonging to the 
Western States Shows were partially 
burned when the truck sideswiped 
another truck belonging to the car- 
nival two miles north of Tonkawa. 
Fire started when the impact of 
the collision spilled gasoline from a 
tank on back of the truck. 





Knives on a Carney 
Lynchburg, Sept. 28. 
Fight on the midway at the Am- 
herst 6-County Fair sent Danny 
Moore, Sheesley carnival employee, 
and Johnny Martin, Lynchburg man, 
to hospitals for knife wounds. 


Chatter 


(Continued from page 60) 


placing Russell Abbott, resigned as 
RKO assistan‘ booker. 

Peppino and Camille, dancers at 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace, 
held over for Casa Loma engage- 
ment. 

Dan Field of Pioneer Theatre 
Corp., Iowa circuit of houses with 
headquarters here, establishing New 
York office. 

Peck Gomersall, Universal western 
sales manager, in town to help com- 
plete negotiations with Publix for 
product deal. ee 

University of Minnesota giving re- 
funds to dissatisfied football season 
ticket purchasers whose locations are 
behind goal posts. ; 

Kenny Sargen: and ‘Pee Wee 
Hunt with Glen Gray and the Casa 
Loma orchestra at Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Room. : ; 

Louis Rubenstein, Twin City inde- 
pendent circuit owner, recovering 
from major operation at Mayo clinic, 
Rochester, Minn. : 

Warner Brothers’ feminine office 
staff gave farewell party for Evelyn 
Lee and presented her with gift prior 
to her departure to be wedded. — 

Jack Friedl, son of Publix chain 
general manager and captain of 
Washburn high football team, 
starred in first game against South 
high. 

More than 52,000 attended Minne- 
sota’s opening football game with 
North Dakota State, minor opponent, 
breaking all box-office records for 
an initial contest. 

All records smashed by advance 
sale for University of Minnesota 
football, Notre Dame and North- 
western games being sell-outs month 
before season opened. . 

‘High Tor’ to open University of 
Minnesota theatre fall and winter 
season Oct. 19 with ‘Is Life Worth 
Living?’, ‘Life of Man,’ ‘No More 
Frontiers,” ‘Kind Lady’ and ‘Man 
and Superman’ to follow. 

Unable to make satisfactory trans- 
portation arrangements, ‘Schnickel 
Fritz’ band from Midway Gardens’ 
night club cancelled Rudy Vallee 
program radio appearance last week, 
but will go on air with Rudy later. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








L. B. Cool reported seriously ail- 
ing again in Sharon, Pa. 

Joe Hillers celebrated their 11th 
anniversary over the weekend. 

Art Rooney being paged by major 
studio for bit in racetrack flicker. 

Wayne Thomas has abandoned his 
orch for an m.c, berth at the Show 
Boat. 

Press news editor Harry August 
to teach journalism at Duquesne U 
this year. 

Jack Hollister will do the publicity 
this season for Pittsburgh Symphony 
orchestra. 

Michael Gusikoff named concert 
master for Pittsburgh Symphony 
this year. 

Helen Baker new guitarist with 
Jean Wald’s outfit, succeeding Lu- 
cille Hopper. 

Rufus Blair in from Hollywood for 
his annual contact mission with the 
movie press. 

Jack Hollister named publicity di- 
rector for Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orch this season. 

Reopening of Plaza cafe under 
Freda Pope’s management awaiting 
granting of license. 

Carlton Miles in ahead of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ and Elmer Kenyon here blurb- 
ing ‘Madame Bovary.’ 

Henry King in town getting color 
stuff on steel mills for next 20th 
flicker, ‘Giant Swing.’ 

Triangle Players of downtown 
Y.M.C.A. to open season in Novem- 
ber with ‘Silver Cord.’ 

Broken ankle still in cast, so Flor- 
ence Fisher Parry is writing her 
Press columns from bed 

Mike Cullen had to have a sur- 
geon straighten out that barber- 
inflicted gash in his neck. 

Pianist Chauncey Gray quitting 
Dick Stabile for job with Ernie 
Holst at Manhattan’s El Morocco. 

Lou Brager here with news that 
he’s been transferred to real estate 
dept. in WB home office from Philly. 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Harry Shaw’s mother seriously ill. 

Billy Elder to Gettysburg briefly. 

Stagehands continue at former 
scale. 

Irving Hillman now an asst. the- 
atre mgr. 

John Hesse joins local epidemic of 
cold victims. 

20th-Fox building new $30,000 ex- 
change here. 

IATSE prez Bill Barry busy with 
labor conventions. 

Gabriel Levenson against to di- 
rect Unity Players here. 

Alex Dean to split time between 
B’way and Yale drama school. 

Jelesnik’s Continentals handling 
Taft Grill assignment this year. 

Shubert has pencilled ‘Between 
the Devil’ preem for Oct. 14-16. 

Chas. Rogers has left Milford to 
teach scene designing at Amherst. 








Fray was a free-for-all, with 
county authorities unable to find out | 





who slashed whom, 











Daggett Lee again handling Wool- 
sey concert series for Yale Music 
SchooL 





——- 
a 





Plays Abroad 








THE DAY IS GONE 


(Continued on page 62) 





with the requisite amount of suspen- 
sive interest for the normal-pay-as- 
you-enter patron. It is almost cer- 
tain to have a West End showing 
and worth an American gamble, 
especially as there is but one set, 
three principals, and a total cast of 
eight. 

Simple, lovable chemist has a nag- 
ging wife and loves a buxom up- 
country girl, who sympathizes with 
him. He takes his wife out on the 
river and ‘accidentally’ pushes her 
overboard. Year later he is married 
to the young girl, who tells him that, 
in due course, she will have a baby. 

Brother of the late wife is a police 
inspector who also loves the girl, 
and tells her he is certain her hus- 
band pushed his wife overboard to 
inherit her money and is proposing 
to do the same thing to her. She 
grows to believe this and mistakes 
every kindly intent on the part of 
her husband as part of his scheme to 
poison her. Finally she asks him 
pointblank if he murdered his first 
wife. He confesses, says it was all 
for her and that he lives only to 
make her happy. In a very strong 
scene, and he proves his contention, 
he throws himself in front of a rail- 
way train, whereupon she _ looks 
toward the flies with an ecstatic ex- 
pression and exclaims: ‘And he did 
it all for me.’ 

Pretty good stuff, with a cast that 
fills the requirements put — 

olo, 


HERZEN IM SCHNEE 


(‘Hearts in Snow’) 


Vienna, Sept. 17. 


Musical comedy in three acts by Ralph 
Benatzky, at Volks Opera, Vienna, Sept. 


10, ‘37; directed by Max Hansen; scenes 
set by M. Hoesslin; orchestra, Arthur Gutt- 
mann, 

PMNS ccvecéntpaVaccénsorsvarces Max Hansen 
en PAPEL T ELECT CLE Te Fritz Imhoff 
| rrr err peter. Johanna Wilhelm 
Bene TIE 's 0005650450 00400904 Hulda Gerin 





Ralph Benatzky’s first operetta 
had the title, ‘Love in Snow’ (1908). 
This one is the composer’s 87th. In 
between he wrote world. successes, 
European successes, and quite a few 
which did not cross the international 
boundaries. ‘Hearts in Snow’ be- 
longs to the last category. 


Show contains a good story and 
melody. Story plays in St. Anton on 
Arlberg, rendezvous of the upper 
10,000 in winter-time for skiing. Max 
Hansen, in the role of Seppl, is en- 
gaged to Rosl (pretty Johanna Wil- 
helm), but Miss Smith, believed to 
be a duchess (Hulda Gerin), comes 
to St. Anton. Hansen falls for her. 
Orders full-dress, to be tailored by 
Imhoff, ex-father-in-law. Rosl in- 


trigues. Full-dress is cut in terrible 

fashion. Miss Smith breaks with 
rT He marries his first love, 
osl. 


Benatzky’s music had several en- 
cores at the premiere. ‘Lilly of Pic- 
cadilly,’ ‘Hearts in Snow’ (blue), ‘In 
St. Anton am Arlberg’ (foxtrot), and 
‘Hoechste der Gefuehle’, (tango) are 
well orchestrated. Exceilent dancing 
by the girls. Maass. 


GOING GREEK 


London, Sept. 17. 


Musical in two acts by Guy Bolton, Freda 
Thompson, Douglas Furber; dyrics and 
music by Lerner, Goodhart and Hoffman; 
presented by Firth Shephard; produced by 
Leslie Henson and Herbert Bryan at the 
Gaiety, London, Sept. 16, ’37 


. 


“seh gaan ong, PER EOC TTT TEE Gavin Gordon 
NNN s 6'54.4 shacdas ce dbus, Richard Caldicot 
Leander............sscocccees- ROY Royston 
Pomona Pollicapillos. -++++.+-Mary Lawson 


Gwendoline Pettifer Potts 


ey 


TLE er eee eee Rosalind Atkinson 





Ee OPOW v5 oss sdswssndvcds Louise Browne 
Alexandros Saggapopolous...Leslie Henson 
Pallas Pollicapilios............ Fred Emney 
Thomasso Mogolini........ Richard Hearne 
MG SA «kent eudbhesddakaas lan Dudley Hardy 
BPR. oc caddcncsisecds yest John E, Coyle 
JUNO... cccceccccccccsssceee Muriel White 
MUGS 40s cpceuqueséetsssansad Fred Le Peel 
PMs ocneescewneeeeances Robert Hutchinson 
og Se Por peru Tommy St. Denis 

Same theatre, same cast, same 


type of show. There is a serious 
melodramatic plot, but it is merely 
a vehicle on which to hang the vari- 
ous specialty turns by the respective 
members of the cast, as usual. 
_Toward the finish the two prin- 
cipal comedians, Leslie Henson and 
Fred Emney, are presented with 
time bombs by the bandits, whom, as 
their leaders, they have double- 
crossed, and told to hold the bombs 
in their hands for two minutes while 
the others get out. One of them 
comes back for his coat and they 
quickly drop the bombs into the 
pockets thereof. 


There is a_ beautifully staged 
artistic ballet, for no more reason 
than anything else in the show, and 
individual mention of the artists 
and their methods of entertainment 
would be merely a renetition of 
pn has been said of them for years 
past, 


Last year’s Henson show at the 
Gaiety was enormously successful. 
This one is a paraphrase of the 
same, and there is no conceivable 
reason why it should not repeat. 





Jolo. 





VAN GOGH 


London, Sept. 13. 
Piay fn seven scenes by Dan Burke, pro. 
duced by Fred O'Donovan at Arts Theatre 
Club, London. 





Vincent Van Gogh......... Esmond Knight 
Rev Van Gogh.....-+ersees Arthur Bawtree 
Mrs. Van Gogh..,......e0. Bertha Northan 
Teratee® ..cc.ccccccccsccess Geofrey Clarke 
Thee Van Gogh..csceccsccve Wilson Barrett 
BIGR -cccccecvccrvcecesse e++--Dorothy Black 
Seurat ....-.ccccsccccccecec. Scott Harrold 
Papa TaAqQuay.....ccccccccesss Frank Snell 
Gauguin .......-.0+seee00-++-No0el Dainton 
Toulouse Lautrec.......scceesss David Bain 
WUGUNEE «ba eCh sed eoctacdess Philip Thornley 
Bs "CREMOE Si oe Seb eKeneccs Sydney Trevellyn 

An interesting, but harrowing 


play, narrating the life of the fa. 
mous painter and his contemporaries 
like Gaugin, Seurat and Lautrec, 
These biographical plays about ar. 
tists whose names are unknown to 
the great majority of the public, 
even when brilliantly written, have 
little commercial appeal, and this 
one is far from being a masterpiece 
of construction. It is too verbose 
and all the scenes are too long. 

In his curtain speech, the author 
claims every line of the name part 
as Van Gogh’s own, culled from let- 
ters the painter had written to his 
brother. As a biography, they would 
be interesting reading. 

Esmond Knight gives a magnifi- 
cent performance of the epilentic 
artist, and there are at least half a 
dozen other roles excellently ver. 
formed. Jolo. 





Infantile Scare 











(Continued from page 7) 





are not being allowed to attend 
theatres. Slim attendance and ex- 
citement due to plague caused au- 
thorities to close down schools. 





St. Louis, Sept. 28. 

With only three deaths attributed 
to infantile paralysis and 37 cases 
reported to the city health depart- 
ment since Aug. 1, authorities are 
not alarmed over the situation and 
there has been no discussion of clos- 
ing pix houses. 





Philadelphia, Sept. 28. 

Infantile paralysis scare about over 
in Philly, Health Department an- 
nounced yesterday. Only seven cases 
reported last week, and, with coming 
of cold weather, few more expected, 
Film biz here wasn’t badly hit by 
epidemic, but exhibs breathing relief. 





Omaha, Sept. 28. 

Ban on public gatherings and the- 
atre attendance of minors due to ine 
fantile paralysis will lift next Sate 
urday. Dr. Kinyoun, health depart- 
ment medico, made announcement 
Monday after checkup. 

Revealed steady decline 
cases over two weeks. With improve- 
ment in cases under observation, 
theatre ban lifts Saturday permitting 
weekend play by junior at b.o, 
figured to immediately return re-- 
ceipts to normal, and expected have 
strong hypoing effect at every house. 


in new 





Exploitation 





(Continued from page 25) 


for ‘Varsity Show’ as a cross-the 
front banner. Letters worked on a 
cam shaft and danced around crazily. 
When the power was off they were 
out of alignment and several per- 
sons called up to tell the theatre the 
letters were apparently falling off, 
which suggests that it would help to 
arrange to break the current at in- 
tervals to obtain this effect more 
frequently. 

When a theatre sign can break 
the local columns, it’s a pretty good 
indication that the sign man is up 
and coming. Howard Waugh says 
Derth is that sort. 








Another from Bam 


Leon J. Bamberger, RKO sales 
promotion manager, is out for the 
direct mail championship and hus- 
tling hard. His latest is a folder for 
‘Music for Madame.’ Probably not as 
costly as some of his novelties, but 
a handsome product with trick fold- 
ing and a real photograph mounted 
to serve its own page and, through 
a cutouot, also to give a front splash. 

Enclosed as six scene stills in tint 
which will help out the lobby dis- 
plays in most houses. If Bamberger 
does not get the top award, it 15 
going to be a mighty slick campaign 
that licks him. 





Ducats for Lunch 
Oklahoma City. 
Standard Theatres, Inc., through 
Pat McGee, manager, and Paul Or- 
mond Grubb, manager of Ormond’s, 
night club-restaurant, gave each lady 
attending the club’s luncheons on 
Monday, Tuesday or Friday, matinee 
tickets to the Criterion, Midwest or 





Tower theatres. 
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Plea for Living Music 
San Francisco, Sept. 20. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

About seven years ago 18 to 
20,000 musicians, gainfully em- 
ployed in moving picture theatres, 
had been displaced by sound pic- 
tures. ee 

In Hollywood about 400 musicians 
can probably fill the needs of mo- 
tion picture producers in making 
film records. If it were humanly 
possible to dispense with the serv- 
ices of the ‘select 400’ the producers 
would not hesitate to eliminate them. 

When the movie theatres threw 
eut their orchestras, Joseph N. 
Weber, president of the American 
Federation of Musicians, gave us the 
argument that we could not stop 
‘progress’ and seemed in a more or 
less helpless state to handle the sit- 
uation at that time and has done 
nothing since to remedy the situa- 
tion. 

Thousands of musicians, who are 
still capable performers on their in- 
struments and experienced in con- 
cert and theatre work, are now on 
WPA and relief. rolls. 

This year a heroic, but isolated at- 
tempt by the fighting New York Lo- 
cal to get the musicians back into 
the theatres met with but little suc- 
cess. A successful fight can only be 
achieved by a firm stand on the part 
of every red-blooded local in our 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Moreover, this fight can only be 
waged effectively by a rank and file 
movement. 

If we intend to wait for any sug- 
gestions about getting musicians 
back into the theatres from our 
federation officers (drawing big fat 
salaries and trust funds) we may 
have to wait until h freezes 
over. 

Most of us former theatre musi- 
cians have been under the impres- 
sion that there was a_ standing 
agreement between the stagehands, 
operators and musicians, which pro- 
tected each other in their employ- 
ment. In other words, all three 
crafts must work together in the 
theatres, or none at all. What has 
become of this agreement? 

Why were the musicians kicked 
out of the theatres when sound pic- 
tures came in, without recourse to 
the aforementioned agreement? This 
is something for our national offi- 
cers to explain to the rank and file 
and also to let us know how much 
longer the Musicians are going to 
be barred out of the motion picture 
theatres. 

The first-run movie theatres have 
recently raised the admission charge 
from 40c to 55c, with some talk of 
raising it further to 65c, and still 
no living music in the theatres. 
Well, maybe the Government can do 
something about it. From all re- 
ports, the governments of other 
countries have long since done 
something about it and the musi- 
cians are working in the theatres in 
those countries. 

Perhaps the CIO could help us out 
of this dilemma. 





F. R. Fuller, 
Local No. 6, A. F. of M. 


Vox Popper Himber Peps In Again 
New York, Sept. 22. 
Editor, Variety: 


Permit me to offer a few addi- 
tional facts to the item that appeared 
in Variety of Sept. 22 regarding the 
contractual obligations that exist be- 
tween Fredda Gibson and myself. 

The item stated that Fredda Gib- 
son is desirous of abrogating her 
contract and agreement with me on 
the grounds that at the time of sign- 
ing she was an ‘infant’ and that be- 
cause of her obligations to me as her 
manager and agent, she wasn’t earn- 
ing as much money as she felt she 
should. Six months ago, before the 
contract was signed, Miss Gibson 
was with a road band, receiving ap- 
proximately $40 a week during the 
weeks the band worked seven nights, 
nothing some weeks, and a fraction 
of $40 other weeks. The contract 


between us guaranteed her, whether | 


she worked or not, a sum in excess 
of her earnings during the previous 
year. In fact, she has earned much 
more than the guaranty and is now 


when I approached the sponsor's 
agency requesting them to use her 
on the broadcasts, they told me there 
was no need for a vocalist in addi- 
tion to Stuart Allen. I finally con- 
vinced them that she might add to 
the merit of the program and they 
then reluctantly agreed to let her 
go on the show—provided they did 
not have to pay for her. During 
all the time that she was on the 
Studebaker show I paid her from 
my own pocket. In addition to that 
I went to great trouble and expense 
in grooming and coaching her for 
radio, converted her from a band 
singer into a radio performer, and 
also went to great lengths and ex- 
pense in reference to her publicity, 
wardrobe, photographs and similar 
things, The best proof that a good 
job was done for her is that her 
present earnings from the Lucky 
Strike show alone are about four 
times what she made six months ago. 
Also in this short space of time I 
procured a guest shot for her on 
Hammerstein’s, electrical transcrip- 
tions and phonograph recordings. 


Richard Himber. 


An Explanation 
New York, Sept. 24. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Just for your own information I 
am attaching hereto copies of the 
opening and closing announcements 
for ‘The Microphone in the Sky’ 
program, same being made from the 
WOR Studios before and after the 
program which is broadcast from 
the Empire State Tower. 


These announcements are correct 
and self-explanatory. During the 
period that I have been General 
Manager of the Empire State Ob- 
servatories, Earl Harper and I have 
conducted this program, and Pub- 
licity Associates has had nothing 
whatever to do with same. When I 
was appointed to my present po- 
sition a year and a half ago there 
was no broadcast on the Tower. 
About a year ago I made an ar- 
rangement with WNEW for the 
present program which we _ then 
called “The Inquiring Microphone,’ 
and which was shortly thereafter re- 
named “The Microphone in the Sky.’ 
From the commencement the pro- 
gram has been just as it is now an- 
nounced by WOR and Empire State, 
Inc., is under contract¥ with the 
Bamberger Broadcasting Service to 
thus continue it. 

Up to the present moment there 
has never been a commercial spon- 
sor for any program broadcast from 
the Empire State Tower because 
Empire State, Inc., wouid never con- 
sider same. The organization has 
now agreed to accept a _ suitable 
sponsor if and when one satisfactory 
to WOR and to this organization is 
available. In the meantime the 
broadcast will continue as now over 
the entire Mutual Broadcasting Sys- 
tem as a sustaining program. 

Because of tie article published 
in this week’s Varrery you may also 
like to know that WOR is privileged 
to sell no broadcast from the Em- 
pire State Tower other than ‘The 
Microphone in the Sky’ program 
with its present personnel and fea- 
tures. 

Publicity Associates has no mana- 
gerial or publicity connection with 
the Tower and its Observatories, nor 
any jurisdiction whatever over the 
radio program being conducted 
there. 

EMPIRE STATE, INC. 


* Julia Chandler. 


Another Nod to B’way 
Detroit, Sept. 25. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Broadway—and why it is in no 
danger of vanishing from the New 
York scene—by Epes W. Sargent, 
was enjoyed by most of your distant 
readers, I am sure. That pleasure 


writer had a very interesting sub- 
ject to deal with; also because he 
knows his Broadway. 

The movies and newsreels give us 


liantly lighted streets, which dazzle 
us with such overpowering flashes of 
illumination as to be inconceivable 
in their grandeur in any city outside 





earning about four times her earlier 
compensation. 

have been advised by my at- 
terney that an infant can bind him- 
Self for what the law calls ‘neces- 


of New York. All of such scenes I 
| invariably locate as Broadway! Yet 
| they may not be the famous street, 
|at all. But they reflect so well, and 
'so brilliantly, the spirit, life and 


Saries’ and also may bind himself! gaiety that those of us who enjoy 


when a contract is for the infant’s 

benefit, Certainly, a management 

somnraet such as this and under cir- 
umMstances such as these was both 

necessary and beneficial. 

* hen I engaged Miss Gibson I was 
Cadcasting for Studebaker, 


and! 


|reading about Broadway associate 
| with a street which has figured so 
‘long, and so prominently, in the 
' show business, that we instinctively 
give Broadway what we feel is its 
proper recognition. 

Harry W. Cole. 
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Benny Dryden Injured 


Tacoma, Sept. 28. 

Benny Dryden, aerialist who, with 
his wife, has been performing on the 
high wire at the Puyallup fair, was 
critically injured when he fell 40 
feet Wednesday afternoon, suffering 
a fractured skull, broken arm, shock 
and possible internal injuries. 

A flower bed in which he thudded 
partly saved Dryden from instant 
death. 


ROADSIDE CURB 
EATERIES A 
BiG BIZ 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 28. 
Up and down the: VU. .S.: Appian 
way, showmanship is helping to sell 
hamburgers, hot dogs, pop corn and 
double-thick malts. 


Sex appeal, also, is an important 
attraction. So are p.a. systems, ef- 
ficient service, and by all means, 
tempting food. 

It has been estimated that there 
are 50,000 curb lunch stands in this 
country, ranging from small hole-in- 
the-wall eateries, to sumptuously 
fitted units costing in the neighbor- 
hood of $25,600. It’s impossible to 
cite what they gross annually, but 
in round figures, it amounts to $2,- 
000,000. Maybe more. 

Shrewd curb stand operators, with 
an eye toward having cash registers 
jingle a prosperous tune, have in- 
stalled public address systems on 
grounds fringing eatery, enabling 
curb gourmands to receive prompter 
service. After attractive gal curb 
hoppers takes an order from patrons 
who drive up, she spiels request 
into a mike, picked up by chef in 
kitchen. Soon as order is filled, chef 
bellows out specific order and gal 
serves guests from tray suspended 
on the side of a car door. 

Chain curb stand proprietors also 
envision importance of personality 
of young men and women who 











ecurb-hop. They're offering courses 
in salesmanship, psychology and 
manners, 


Curb Hopping 

Curb hopping is strictly an Amer- 
ican enterprise. It originated dur- 
ing the 1925 Miami land boom, but 
since then has gained hundreds of 
protagonists in practically every city 
of the United States. 

Like every other McCoy biz, U. S. 
vintage, it has its specific lexicon. 
‘Strip a five, or ‘wreck a buck’ being 
other ways of making change; ‘creep’ 
is draught beer and ‘choc hi’ is 
malted milk in curb code; fountain 
‘coke’ is ‘shoot one’; bottled ‘coke’ 
is ‘pop one’; cherry ‘coke’ is ‘paint 
one’; lime ‘coke’ is ‘paint one with 
sunshine’; milk is ‘Sweet Alice,’ 
while buttermilk is ‘curdle one’; hot 
dogs are ‘bun pups’ and hamburgers 
‘slash a meat ball.’ 

Curb hoppers possessing person- 
ality earn about $3 a shift plus tips, 
usually averagng a fin for the 
evening, 

In some western cities, curb hop- 
pies also are entertainers while biz 
is n.s.g. It’s not uncommon to get 
a three or five act amateur show 
while waiting for a choc hi and a 
bun pup. 


N. 0. Poster War 


New Orleans, Sept. 28. 
Wholesale destruction of posters 
of the Ringling Brothers, Barnum & 
Bailey circus was halted by local 
police Saturday (25) with the arrest 
at 2 a.m. of a man giving his name 











was derived from the fact that the | 


frequent scenes of New York’s bril- | 


as Wiley Moore, 53. He told police 
he was a union billposter, and that 
because of a disagreement over labor 
j}used in putting up the posters, he 
jhad been ordered by his union to 
tear them down and destroy them. 

Moore was charged with malicious 
mischief, but this was later changed 
to destruction of property after a 
|conference between police and the 
‘district attorney’s office when it 
was learned from circus represent- 
|atives that more than $250 worth of 
| posters had been destroyed. 


Saddle Sitdown 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 28. 
Possibilities of a strike of cowboy 
contestants in the annual rodeo at 
the State Fair here when it was an- 
nounced that entrants will not be 
required by fair officials to belong 
to the Cowboys’ Turtle Association. 








French Expo Likely to Fold Nov. 1, 


Not Enough Coin Seen for Holdover 





Wary of Wives 





Lynchburg, Sept. 28. 
Newspaper lads learned some- 
thing new about ethics when 
J. M. Sheesley’s carnival played 
here last week. 


Soon as .the show hit town, 
the scribblers. asked Whitey 
Newell, Sheesley press agent, 
how the girl shows’ were. 


Newell said he didn’t know be- 
cause he had never looked in on 
a performance. 

The boys waxed skeptical, so 
Newell explained: 

‘It’s like this,’ he said, ‘none 
of the guys on the lot go to the 
girl shows. Some of the fel- 
lows have their wives working 
in those places, and we don't 
like to make ’em feel bad.’ 


MIX ON RAILS 
NEXT SEASON? 


Canton, O., Sept. 28. 

Although executives would neither 
affirm or deny that Mix 
circus, motorized, will rails 
next season, it is reported. 

The show, moving on some 40 
trucks and trailers, is said to be 
planning to go out on 20 or more 
cars when the 1938 season’ is 
launched next spring. So far as 
could be learned none of the roll- 
ing stock has been purchased. 

The Mix show lost heavily the past 
season through accidents to trucks 
moving from one city to another, it 
was said. 


72-HOUR LICENSE LAW 
NEARLY BALKS FAIR 














Tom 
go on 





Cobleskill, N. Y., Sept. 28. | 


Paris, Sept. 19. 
Now that the pros and cons have 
all had their say concerning the pro- 
longation of the Exposition for an- 
other year, it seems pretty definite 


that it will close its doors forever on 
the stroke of midnight, Nov. 21, 1937. 


Majority of opinions from the man 
in the street to the directors, com- 
missairs and even cabinet members, 
is in favor of reopening in 1938. But 
it takes more than that to keep it 
going. 

Biggest and most important ques- 
tion, of course, is that of money. 
| Second in line is the consent of the 
|44 nations participating and lastly the 
International Committee regulating 
dates for such shows. Conservative 
| estimates place the expense of ‘win- 
tering’ the show and reopening again 
next spring at near $13,500,000. This 
was stated to be a conservative es- 
timate. Funds would have to be 
voted by the government and, with 
the finances of France in their pres- 
ent state, it is not easy to see a bill 
for such an amount passing. 

At the same time reports that the 
government had already appointed 
a committee to study the question 
have been denied, while M. Locquin, 
government delegate at the exposi- 
tion, has denied that any negotiations 
to continue the show have been com- 
menced. 


On the other hand, attendance fig- 
ures are expected to hit the hoped 
for 20,000,000 by the closing date. At 
the beginning of this week the expo 
was more than 100 days old and 
nearly 14,750,000 customers had been 
admitted. It has some 70 days yet 
to run and officals feel sure that the 
remaining number needed to total 
the 20,000,000 will enter, despite the 
fact that the peak of the tourist sea- 
son is passed. 


Peak record day so far was that 
of Aug. 16, when 363,349 rubberneck- 
ers paid 10c. to ogle the show. Part 
of this was no doubt due to the fact 
that the 16th fell on a Monday, which 
is a half-price entrance fee day. 

If the 20,000,000 number is reached, 
it is estimated that nearly $4,000,000 
will have been paid in admissions 
alone, which says nothing of the 





Officials of the Cobleskill fair en- | amounts spent inside and the much 


listed the aid of a Supreme Court | 
justice to make possible the public 
marriage, on the exposition’s final 


night, of a Pennsylvania couple who 
had been contacted through an- 
nouncement over WGY. Associa- 
tion, in several of its plugs via 
WGY, offered a prize, expenses, etc., 
to the pair from the most distant 
point who would agree to be spliced 
before the crowd, as the grand finale 
to the show. Donald S. Horwood, 28, 
of Scranton, Pa., and Sophie M. Ol- 
deziewski, 21, of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
one of several couples answering the 
air offer, arrived in Cobleskill the 
morning of the night the wedding 
was to be staged. 

They obtained a license, but the 
new Todd law. requiring a 72-hour 
lapse between the issuance of the 
permit and the performance of the 
ceremony, stood in their way. David 
O. Chambers, assistant to Milo R. 
Kniffen, attorney for the State 
Agricultural Department and a 
Schoharie County leader, brought 
the pair before Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Francis Bergan, of Albany. He 
signed an order waiving the three- 
day wait. 








Two in Trouble 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 28. 
Frankie Monaghan and Max Mas- | 
sink, attached to a carnival company | 
currently playing North Carolina 
fairs, are being held in jail at 
Raleigh on the order of the coroner. 
They are charged with responsi- 
bility for an automobile wreck that 
resulted in a broken leg and in- 
juries to two occupants. 


Circus Routes 
Week of Oct 4 
Barnes-Sells-Floto 


larger amounts spent in France by 
the visitors. 


WEATHER-PARALYSIS 
HIT CANADIAN FAIR 


London, Ont., Sept. 28. 

The Western Fair, held here each 
September, went into history this 
year with an unofficial deficit of be- 
tween $12,000 and $15,000. The fair’s 
seventieth annual exhibition saw an 
attendance decrease of 43,000 from 
1936. Last year a substantial op- 
erating surplus was shown. 

Officials this year battled against 
bad weather, coupled with the epi- 
demic of infantile paralysis, which 
necessitated children being kept 
away from the exhibition gruunds 
until the last day. 








Allentown’s Big Biz 


Easton, Sept. 28. 
Allentown Fair last week broke 
all attendance records in its history 
and closed last night (25) with ca- 
pacity crowd watching auto races in 
afternoon and George A. Hamid’'s 
review in evening. 


Concessions reported best business 
in many years. 





SLAPS CARNEY GAMES 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 28. 

The whirl of. wheels and the clink 
of coins was absent on the Ideal 
Exposition Show’s midway as the 
result of a police order banning all 
so-called gambling devices at the 
carnival here under the sponsorship 
of the local chapter of the Disabled 
American Veterans. 





Commemoration Rodeo 
Detroit, Sept. 28. 
A ‘world championship’ rodeo, 
commemorating Olympia _ arena’s 
10th birthday, opens a li-day stand 





San Angelo, Tex., 4; Brownwood §: 
Weatherford, 6; Bonham, 7; Denton, &; 
Hillsboro, 9. 

Cote-Beatty-Maynard 
El Centro, Cal., 4; Phoenix, Ariz, 5; 


Tueson, 6. j 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 


Tex 4-5 


Beaumont, 6 Lake | 


Houston, 
I lufavette, & New 


Charles, 


Orleans, 9 10. 


here Thursday (30). Candy Hammer, 

rider and roper, is handling show. 
When the 20,000-seat Olympia was 

opened in 1927 the initial event was 


| a rodeo, 


1 natencnor ncetten 
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HERB LEWIS, 
Detroit ice hockey 
star: “I go for Cam- 
els in a big way. 
After an exhaust- 
ing game—extra 
periods and all— 
they give me an 
invigorating ‘lift.’” 


SID WETZEL, tun- 
nel engineer: “I 
face danger and 
sure knowthe value 
of healthy nerves! 
‘I'd walk a mile for 
a Camel!’ for Cam- 
els don’t frazzle 
my nerves.” 


OTIS BARTON, un- 
der-water explorer: 
“After a dive in the 
‘bathysphere’ — or 
any time I’m feel- 
ing tired—I always 
_want a Camel. I 
get a ‘life’ with a 
Camel,” 
























EVELYN CHANDLER, 
figure skater: “What an 
asset good digestion is! 
I smoke Camels during 
meals and after. They do 
* help to keep my diges- 
tion in order.” 






CAN PEOPLE REALLY TELL THE DIFFERENCE IN 
CAMELS COSTLIER TOBACCOS ? 


GENE SARAZEN, golf 
champion:“I’ve walked, 
I guess, thousands of 
miles around golf 
courses with Camels. 
They never throw my 
nerves out of tune.” 





The Best Answer is This. 


Year in and year out, Camel pays 
millions more for finer tobaccos. And 
smokers do appreciate the added 
pleasure this means to them! 









AMEL’S use of choicer, costlier tobac- 
S$ cos has been the subject of much 
discussion. The question has often been 
raised as to whether or not people could 
tell the difference. 

The way smokers feel toward 






COSTLIER 
TOBACCOS IN 
A MATCHLESS BLEND 






















ful blending of leaf with leaf brings out the full, d 


Copyright, 1937, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Company, Winston-Salem, N. C. 


IRENE SHERWOOD, 
shopper: “Noon-time is 
one of my busiest times. 
That's why ‘for diges- 
tion’s sake—smoke 
Camels’ means so much 
to me.” 












Camels are a matchless blend of finer, MORE EXPEN- 
SIVE TOBACCOS—Turkish and Domestic. The skill- 


cate flavor and mildness of these choice tobaccos. 








Camels gives the answer! Camels enjoy 
a special regard among smokers. They 
are the largest-selling cigarette in Amer- 
ica...or the world. 

If you are not a Camel smoker, per- 
haps you, too, would enjoy a cigarette 
with a richer, cooler taste. Turn, then, to 
Camels. Judge them critically! Put them 
to the severest test—smoke them steadily. 
As you enjoy your Camels, you'll realize 
how true it is that there is no substitute 
for costlier tobaccos. 





THE CAMEL CARAVAN 
now on the air with a full-hour show! 


Includes “Jack Oakie College” and Benny Goodman's 
“Swing School”! Sixty fast minutes of grand fun and 
music. Every Tuesday night at 9:30 pm E.S.T., 8:30 pm 
C.S.T., 7:30 pm M.S.T., 6:30 pm P.S.T., WABC-CBS. 


eli- 


HENRY SNOWDON, col- 
lege wrestler: “After a 
tough match—or any 
time I'm feeling tired—I 
geta ‘lift’ in energy with 
a Camel. It’s a mighty 
pleasant feeling.” 


JOANNA DE TUSCAN, 


fencing champion; “I 
enjoy smoking so much 
—and I find that with 
Camels I can smoke 
often. Camels don’t give 


me ragged nerves.” 




















FRED McDANIEL, 
Texasrancher:“Me 
and Camels have 
been getting along 
mighty fine now 
for over 15 years. 
I never saw the 
beat of Camels for 
tastiness.” 


MRS. JOHN W. 
ROCKEFELLER, JR., 
society aviatrix: “I 
prefer Camels for 
steady smoking. I 
can smoke as many 
as I please—they 
don’t get on my 
nerves.” 


RAY WINTERS, 
radio announcer: 
“Camels suit me! 
And that goes for 
my throat especial- 
ly. Can’t remem- 
ber when Camels 
ever scratched my 
throat.” 


MRS. VINCENT MURRAY, 
home-maker: “Believe 
me, I appreciate how 
mild Camelsare! Ismoke | 
steadily and Camels 
don’t have any ‘ciga- 


retty’ after-taste.” 
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